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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 



WILLIAM WYNDHAM, 

SECRETARY AT WAR, &c. &c. kc. 
SIR, 

IT was with great fatisfaBion that I learned from a 
Friend that you coincided with me in the opinion, that 
the information contained in this performance would make 
a ufeful impreffion on the minds of my Countrymen. 

I have prefumed to infer ibe it with your Name, that I 
nay' publicly exprefs the pleafure which I felt, when I 
found that neither a feparahon for thirty years, nor the 
preffure of the mofl important bufinefs, had effaced your 
kind remembrance of a College Acquaintance, or abated 
that obliging and polite attention with which you favored 
me in thofe early days of life. 

The friend/hip of 'the accomplifhed and the worthy is 
the highefl honor ; and to him who is cut off, by want of 
health, from almofl every other enjoyment, it is an inefli- ' 
mable bleffing. Accept, therefore, I pray, of my grate- 
ful acknowledgements, and of my earnefl wifhes for your 
Health, Profperity, and increafing Honor. 

With fentiments of the grealefl Efleem and RefpeEl, 
I am, 

SIR, 

Your mofl obedient, ' 
and mofl humble Servant, 
JOHN ROBISON. 

Edinburgh, 1 
•3 



September 1797. 
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QUOD ft quis vera vitam ratione gubernet, 
Divitice grandes homini funt, vivtrc parce 
ALquo animo : neque enim eft unquam penuria parvt, . 
At claros fe homines voluirunt atque potcntcs, 
lit fundamento ftabili for tuna maneret, 
Et placidam pojfent opulenti degere vitam : 
Ncquicquam. — quoniavt ad fummum fuccedere honortn 
Certantcs, iter infejlum fecere viai, 
Et tamen e fummo quaji fulmen deficit iElos 
Jnvidia interdum contemptim in Tartara tetra. 

ErgO) Regibus occifiS) fubverfa jacebat 
Prijlina majeflas foliorum, et fceptra fuperba ; 
Et capitis fummi prccclarum infigne, cruentum^ 
Sub pcdibus volgi magnum lugebat honorem : 
Nam cupide conculcatur nimis ante metutum. 
Ra itaqe ad fummam fcecem, turbafque redibatj 
Imperium Jibi cum ac fummatum quifque petebat. 

Lucretius, V. 1153. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



-B E I N G at a friend's houfe in the Country during 
fome part of the fummer 1795, I there faw a volume of 
a German periodical work, called Religions Begebcn- 
htiterii i. e. Religious Occurrences ; in which there was 
an account of the various fchifms in the Fraternity of 
Free Mafons, with frequent allufions to the origin and 
hiftory of that celebrated aflbciation. This account in- 
terefted me a good deal, becaufe, in my early life, I had 
taken fome part in the occupations ({hall I call them) of 
Free Mafonry ; and having chiefly frequented the Lodg- 
es on the Continent, I had learned many doftrines, and 
feen many ceremonials, which have no place in the Am- 
ple fyftem of Free Mafonry which obtains in this coun- 
try, I had alfo remarked, that the whole was much 
more the objeft of refleftion and thought than I could 
remember it to have been among my acquaintances at 
home. There, I had feen a Mafon Lodge considered 
merely as a pretext for palling an hour or two in a fort 
of decent conviviality, not altogether void of fome ra- 
tional occupation. I had fometimes heard of differen- 
ces of doftrines or of ceremonies, but in terms which 
marked them as mere frivolities. But, on the Conti- 
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Kent, I found them matters of ferious concern and de- 
bate. Such too is the contagion of example, that I 
could not hinder myfelf from thinking one opinion bet- 
ter founded, or one Ritual moreappofite and fignificant, 
than another ; and I even felt fomething like an anxiety 
for its being adopted, and a zeal for making it a general 
praftice. I had been initiated in a very fplendid Lodge 
ar Liege, df which the Prince Bifhop^ his Trefonciers, ' 
and the cbieT NoBlelfe of the State, were members. I 
viGted the French Lodges at Valenciennes, at BruJTels, 
at Aix-Ia-Chapelle, at Berlin, and Koningfberg ; and I 
picked up fome printed difcourfes delivered by the Bro- 
ther-orators of the Lodges. -At 'St. Feterftmrgh I con- 
Beded myfelf with the Englifh Lodge, jand occafionally 
vifited the German and Ruffian Lodges held there. I 
found myfelf received with particular refpeft as a Scotch 
Mafon, and as. an Eleve of the Lodge dt Jd Parfaite In- 
ttlligence at Liege. I was importuned by perfons pf the 
fcrft rank to purfue my mafonic career through many 
degrees unknown in this country. But all the fplendour 
and elegance that I faw could not conceal a frivolity in 
every part. It appeared a bafelefs fabric, and I could 
cot think of engaging in an occupation which would 
confume much time, coft me a good deal of money 
«*nd might perhaps excite in me fibme of that fenaticifm, 
or, at leaft, enthu'iafm that I faw in others, and per- 
ceived to be void of any rational fupport. I therefore 
jernained in the Englifh Lodge, contented with the rank 
of Scotch Mafter, which was in a manner forced on me 
in a private Lodge of French Mafons, but is. not given 
in the Englifh Lodge. My mafonic rank admitted me 
to a very cleganventertainment in the .female Loge de.la ' 
Fidtlite, where every ceremonial was compofed in the 
higheft degree cf elegance, and every thing condu&ed 
with the moft delicate refpeel for our fair fi(lers ; jand 
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rtie old fong of brotherly love was chanted in the moft 
refined ftrain of fentiment. I do not fuppofe that the 
Parifian Free Mafonry of forty-five degrees could give 
me more entertainment. I had profited fo much by it, 
that I had the honor of being appointed the Brother* 
orator. In this office I gave fuch fatisfa&ion, that a 
worthy Brother fent me at midnight a box, which he 
committed to my care, as a perfon far advanced in ma- 
fonic fcience, zealoufly attached to the order, and 
therefore a fit depofitary of important writings. I learn- 
ed next day that this gentleman had found it convenient 
to leave the empire in a hurry, but taking with him the 
funds of an eftablifhment of which her Imperial Majefty 
had made him the manager. I was defired to keep thefe 
writings till he fhould fee me again. I obeyed. About 
ten years afterward I faw the gentleman on fhe ftreet in 
Edinburgh, converfing with a foreigner. As I paffed 
by him, I faluted him foftly in the Jtuffian language ; 
but without flopping, or even looking him in the face. 
He coloured, but made no return. I endeavoured in 
vain to meet with him, intending to make a proper re- 
turn for much civility and kindnefs which I had received 
from him in his own country. 

I now confidered the box as acceffible to myfelf, and 
opened it. I found it to contain all the degrees of the 
Par/ait Mctfon Ecojfois, with the Rituals, Catechifms, 
and Inftru&ions, and alfo four other degrees of Free 
Mafonry, as cultivated in the Parifian Lodges. I have 
kept them with all care, and mean to give them to fome 
*Hpe&able Lodge. But as I am bound by no engage- 
ment of any kind, I hold myfelf as at liberty to make 
fuch ufe of them as may be ferviceable to the public, 
without enabling any uninitiated perfon to enter the 
Lodges of thefe degrees. B 
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This acquifitiori might haie roufed my former relifh 
for Mafonry, had it been merely dormant ; but, after 
fo long reparation from the Loge it la Fiiiliti^ the ma- 
fonk fpirit had evaporated. Some curiofity, however, re- 
Binned, and fome wifh to trace this plaftk my ftery to the 
g>k from which the clay had been dug, which has been 
moulded into fo many different ftiapes, " fome to ho- 
nor, and fome to dishonor." But my opportunities 
*were now gone. I hdd given away (when in Ruffia) 
jny volumes of difcourfes* and foqie far-fetched and 
gratuitous hiftories, and nothing remained but the piti- 
ful work of Anderfoi>, and the Mafotmtrie Adenhira* 
miqut icvoilU) which are in every one's hands. 

My cjari<»fity was ftrongly roufed by the accounu 
given itt^be Religions Begebenhciten. There I faw 
quotations without number; fyftems and fchifms of 
jfthich I had nevd| heard ; but what particularly ftruck 
*|fce, was a zeal aftd fanatlcifm about whit I thought tri- 
<6es,^which aftonifticd me. . Men of rank and fortune, 
.and engaged in ferious and honorable pubHc employ- 
ments, not only frequenting the Lodges of the cities 
where they refided, but journeying from out end of 
Germany or France to the other, to vifit new Lodges, 
or to learn new* fecrets or new doftriries. I faw Con- 
ventions held at Wifmar, at Wifcad, at Kohlo, at 
Brunfwkk* and at Willemlbad, fcofofifting of fome hun- 
dreds of perfons of refpeftable ftations. I faw adven- 
turers earning td a city, profefling fome new fecret, and 
in a few da^Jj forming new Lodges, and inftrufting in a 
troublefom^and exptnfive manner hundreds of brethren 

German Mafomy appeared a very ferious concern, 
itfidtobe implicated with other fubj efts with which I 
had never fufpeQftd it to have any connexion. I (air 
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it much coimefted with many occurrences and fchifeu 
in the Cbriftian church ; I faw that the Jefuits had fe~ 
veral times interfered in it ; and thai mod of the excep- 
tionable innovations and diffeations had arifen about the 
time that the order of Loyola was fappreffed ; fo that it 
fhould ieem^ that thefe iatriguing brethren had attempts 
ed to maintain their influence by the help of Free Maw 
fonry. , I few it couch difturbed by the myftical .whims 
of J. Behnicn and Swedewborg— by the> ffmatical and 
knavifc doQjriaes of the modern Rofycrucian*— by 
gicisuas— rMagnetifers — Exocctfb, ifcc. Andixabferv^ 
ed that thefe different fe&s reprobated each other, as 
not only maintaining erroneous opinions, but even in- 
culcating opinions which were contrary to the eftablifli- 
«d religions of Germany, aadxontrary to the principle* 
of the civid eftaWilhiBents. At the fame time they 
charged each other with miftake&aad corruption both 
in doftriae and in para&ke; and particularly wuhfelli- 
fication of theArft principles of Free Mafonry, and wiA 
ignorance of its origin and its hiftory ; and they fup* 
ported thefe charges by authorities from many different * 
books which were unknown to me. 

My curiofity was now: greatly excited, I got from a 
much-re fpeEed friend many of h&p preceding volumes 
£>f the Rdigions Begebenhtiten^ il^hojies of much infor- 
mation from the patient indultry erf- German erudition. 
This opened a new and very interfiling fcene ; 1 was 
frequently fent back to England, from whence all agreed 
that Fcee Mafonry had been imported into Germany. 
I was frequently led into France and into Italy. There, 
and more remarkably in France, I fotfnd that the Lodges 
had become the haunts of many proje&ors and fanatics, 
both in fcience, in religion, and in politics, who had 
availed thcmfclves of the fecrecy and the freedom <*f 
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ipeech maintained in thefe meetings, to broach their par* 
ticular whims>or fufpicious dd&rines, which, if publifli- 
cd to the world in the ufual manner, would have expofed 
the authors to ridicule* or to cenfure. Thefe projec- 
tors had contrived to tag their peculiar nollrums to the 
mummery of Mafonry, and were even allowed to twift 
the mafonic emblems and ceremonies to their purpofe ; 
fo that in their hands Free Mafonry became a thing to- 
tally unlike, andalmoftin direft oppofition to the fyf- 
tem (if it may get fuch a name) imported from England ; 
and fome Lodges had become fchools of irreligion and 
licentioulhefs* 

No nation in modern times has fo particularly turned 
its attention to the cultivation of every thing that is re- 
fined or ornamental as France, and it has long been the 
refort oiall who hunt after entertainment in its moft re- 
fined form ; the French have come to confider them- 
felves as the inftru&ors of the world in every thing that 
ornaments life, and feeling themfelves received as fuch, 
they have farmed their manners accordingly — full of 
the moft condefcending complaifance to all who acknow- 
ledge their fuperiority. Delighted, in a high degree, with 
this office, they have become zealous mifTionaries of re- 
finement in every department of human purfuit, and have 
reduced their apoftolic employment to a fyftem, which 
they profecute with ardour and delight. This is not 
groundlefs declamation, but fober historical truth. It 
ivas the profeffedaim (and it was a magnificent and wife 
aim) of the great Colbert, to make the court of Louis 
XIV. the fountain of human refinement, and Paris the 
Athens of Europe. We need only look at the plunder 
of Italy by the French army, to be convinced that their 
low-born generals and ftatefmen have in this refpeft the 
Jame notions with the Colberts and the Richlieus. 
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- I know no fubjeO; in which this aim at univcrfal in- 
fluence on the opinions of men, by holding themfelves 
forth as the models of excellence and elegance, is more 
clearly feen than in the care that they have been pleafed 
to take 6f Free Mafonry. It feeras indeed peculiarly 
fuited to the talents and tafte of that vain and ardent peo- 
ple. Bafelefs and frivolous, it admits of every form 
that Gallic refiriement can invent, to recommend it to 
the young, the gay, the luxurious; thatclafsof fociety 
tyhich alone deferves their care, becaufe, in one way or 
-another, it leads all other clafles of fociety. 

It has accordingly happened, that the homely Free 
Mafonry imported from England has been totally chang- 
ed in every country of Europe, either by the impofing 
afcendanCy of French brethren, who are to be found 
every where, ready to initru£t the world; or by the im- 
portation of the do£lrines, and ceremonies, and orna- 
ments of the Parilian Lodges. Even England, the 
birth-place of Mafonry, has experienced the French in- 
novations; and all the repeated injun&ions, admoniti- 
ons, and reproofs of the old Lodges, cannot prevent 
thofe in different parts of the kingdom from admitting 
the French novelties, full of tinfel and glitter, and high- 
founding titles. 

Were this all, the harm would not be great, But 
long before good opportunities had occurred for fpread- 
ing the refinements on the iimple Free Mafonry of Eng- 
. land, the Lodges in France had become places of very 
ferious difcuffion, where opinions in morals, in religion, 
• and in politics, had been promulgated and maintained 
".with a freedom and a keennefs, . of which we in this fa- 
vored land have no adequate notion, becaufe we are 
unacquainted with the reiiraints, which, in. other coun- 
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tries, arc laid an ordinary converfation. In confe- 
rence of this, the French innovations in Free Mafonryi 
were quickly followed in all jparts of Europe, by the 
admiflion of fimilar difcuffions, although in direfl oppo-* 
fition to a (landing rule, and a declaration made to eve-» 
ry newly received Brother, " that nothing touching the 
religion or government fliall ever be fpoken of in the 
Lodge." But the Lodges in other countries followed 
the example of France, and have frequently become the 
rendezvous of innovators in religion a&d politics, and 
other difturbers of the public peace. In ftiort, I have 
found that the covert of a Mafon Lodge had been emr 
ployed in every country for venting and propagating 
fentiments in religion and politics, that could not have 
circulated in public without expofing the author to great 
danger. I found, that this impunity had gradually en- 
couraged men of licentious principles to become pnoce 
bold, and to teach do&rines fubverfive of all our notions 
of morality — of all our confidence in the moral govern- 
ment of the univerfe — of all our hopes of improvement 
in a future ftate of exiftence — and of all fatisfa&ion and 
contentment with our prefent life, fo long a3 we live in 
a ftate of civil fubordination. I have been able to trace 
thefe attempts, made, through a courfe of fifty years, 
under the fpecious pretext of enlightening the world by 
the torch of philofophy, and of difpelling the clouds of 
civil and religious fuperftition which keep the nations of 
Europe in darknefs and flavery. I have obferved thefe 
do&rines gradually diffufmg and mixing with all the dif- 
ferent fyilems of FreeMafonry; till, at laft, an As- 
sociation has been formed for the exprefs pur- 

pofe Of ROOTING OUT ALL THE RELIGIOUS ESTA- 
BLISHMENTS, AND OVERTURNING ALL THE EX- 
ISTING governments of Europe. I hav£ feen 
-this Aflpciation exertmg itfelf zealoufly and fyftemati- 
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cally, till it has become almoft irrefiftible ; And I have 
feen that the moft aftive leaders in the French Revolu- 
tion were members of this Aflbciation, and conduced 
their iirft movements according to its principles, and by 
means of its inftru&iorts and affiftance, formally requeu- 
ed and obtained : And, laftly, I have feen that this ^Af- 
fociation ftfll exifts, ftill works in fecret, and that not 
only feveral appearances among ourfelves Ihow that its 
-emiflaries are endeavouring to propagate their detcftable 
doctrines among us, but that the Aflbciation has Lodges 
in Britain correfponding with the mother Lodge at Mu- 
nich ever fince 1784. 

If all this were a matter of mere curibfity, and fuf- 
ceptible of no good ufe, it would have been better to 
have fept it to rayfelf, than to diftlirb my neighbours 
with the knowledge of a ftate of things which they can- 
not amend. But if it fhall appear that the minds of my 
countrymen aTe milled in the very fame manner as 
were thofe of our continental neighbours — if I can fliow 
that the reafotaings which make a very ftrong imprefiion 
on feme perfons in this country are the fame which ac- 
tually produced the dangerous aflbciation in Germany ; 
and that they had this unhappy influence fokly becaufe 
they were thought to be fmcere, and the expreflions of 
the fentiments of the fpeakers*-if I can fhow that this 
was all a cheat, and that the Leaders of this Aflbciation 
difbelieved every word that they uttered, and every doc- 
trine that they taught ; and that their real intention was 
to abolifh g/Z religion, overturn every government, and 
make the world a general plunder and a wreck— if I can 
Ihow, that the principles which the Founder and Lead- 
ers of this Aflbciation held forth as the perfeftion of hu- 
man virtue, and the moft powerful and efficacious for 
. forming the minds of .men, and making them good and 
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happy, had no influence on the Founder and Leaders 
themfelves, and that they were, almoft without excep- 
tion, the mod infignificant, worthlefs, and profligate of 
men; I cannot but think, that fuch information will 
make my countrymen hefitate a little, and receive with 
caution, and even diftruft, addrefles and inftru&ions 
which flatter our felf-confceit, and which, by buoying 
us up with the gay profpeft of what is perhaps attainable 
by a change, may make us difcontented with our pre- 
fent condition, and forget that there never was a go- 
vernment on earth where the people of a great and lux- 
urious nation enjoyed fo much freedom and fecurity 
in the pofieflion of every thing that is dear and valu- 
able. 

When we fee that thefe boafted principles Had not 
that efFeft on the leaders which they alfert to be their na- 
tive, certain, and inevitable confequences, we will dif- 
truft the fine defcriptions of the happinefs that Ihould 
refult from fuch a change. And when we fee that the 
methods which were pra&ifed by this Aflbciation for 
the exprefs purpofe of breaking all the bands of fociety* 
were employed folely in order that the leaders might 
rule the world with uncontroulable power, while all the 
reft, even of the affociated, will be degraded in their own 
eftimation, corrupted in their principles, and employed 
. as mere tools of the ambition of their unknown fuperiors ; 
furely a free-born Briton will not hefitate to rejeft at 
once, and without any farther examination, a plan fo big 
with mifchief, fo di (graceful to its underling adherents, 
. and fo uncertain in its iffue. 

Thefe hopes have induced me to lay before the pub- 
lic a Ihort abftrafct of the information which I think I 
have received. It will be Ihort, but I hope fufficient 
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for cftablifhing the faft, that this deteftable Ajbciation t*+ 
ifts, and its emijfaries are bufy among ourf elves. 

I was not contented with the quotations which I found 
in the Religions Begebenheiten,but procured from abroad 
fome of the chief writings from which they are taken. 
This both gave me confidence in the quotations Front 
Ipooks which I could not procure, and furnifhed me with 
more materials. Much, however, remains untold, richly 
deferring the attention of all thofe who Jetl themfelves 
difpofed to liften to the tales of a poflible happinefs that 
may be enjoyed in a fociety where all the magistrates are 
wife and j uft, and all the people are honeft and kind. 

I hope that I am honeft and candid. I have been at 
^11 pains to give the true fenfe of the authors. My 
knowledge of the German language is butfeamy, but I 
have had the affiftance of friends whenever I was in 
doubt. In compreffing into one paragraph what I have 
colle&ed from many, I have, as much as I was able, 
.ftuck to the words of the author, and have been anxious 
to give his precife meaning. I doubt not but that I 
have fometimes failed, and will receive correftion with 
deference. I entreat the reader not to expe&a piece 
of good literary compofition. I am very fenfible that 
it is far from it — it is written during bad health, when I 
am not at eafe — and I wifhed to conceal my name — but 
my motive is, without the fmalleft mixture of another, * 
^to do fome good in the only way I am able, and I think 
. that what I fay will come with better grace, and be re- 
ceived with more confidence, than any anonymous pub- 
lication. Of thefe I am now moft heartily fiek, I throw 
myfelf op my country with a free heart, and I bow with 
deference to its decifion. 

c 
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* ^tfie Affbci&ion of vrhfch I have been fpcaking, is tM 
Order of ft i; u m t n at r, founded hi* i 775k by Dr. Adatti 
Weifhaupt, profeflbr of Canon law in the univerfity of 
Ingbtftadt, and aboKfhed in 1786 by tfteHe&or of Ba- 
varia, but revived itimttediately after, tiftder anofche* 
flame, and ift & diffeferit forth, all 6ver Germany. It 
^ras again detfc&ed, artd feemrn^ly trfoken xxp ; bin it 
ftad by this time taken fo deep foot that it ftill fubfifts 
Without being dete&ed, and has fprrad intdrillitJiecotrti- 
tries of Europe. It tdok its ftrft rife among the Free 
Mafons, but is totally different from Free Mafbnry. It 
Was not, however, the mere prote£lion gamed by the fe-» 
crety df die Lodges that gave occafitm to it, but it arofe 
naturally from the corruptions that had gradually crept 
into that fraternity, the violence of the party-fpim Which 
pervaded it, and from the total uncertainty arid dark- 
frefs that hangs bvei* the whole of that myfterious Aflbci- 
Nation. It is neceffary, therefore, to give fbmfe atebtirit 
of the innovations that have been introduced into Free 
Mafoftry ftofn the thne that it made its appearance 6ft 
'the <f*ntinent of Europe as a iriyftital Society, polfef- 
fmg fecrets differeht ftom thofe of the mechanical em- 
ployment whole name it affutned, and thus affording en- 
tertainment arid occupation to perfons of all tanks and 
profeffions. It is by no means intended to give a hiftory 
of Free Mafonry. This would lead to a very long dif- 
cuflion. The patient induftry of German erudition has 
been very ferioufly employed on this fubjeQ:, and many 
performances have been publifhed, of which fome ac- 
" count is given in the different volumes of the Religions 
Begebenheiten, particularly in thofe for 1779, 1785, and 
1786. It is evident, from the nature of the thing, that 
* they cannot be very inftruftive to the public ; becaule 
the obligation of fecrecy refpefting the important mas- 
ters which are the very fubje&s of debate, prevents the 
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a\uhor from giving that full information that is required 
from an hiftorian ; and the writers have not, in general, 
been perfons qualified for the taflc. Scanty erudition, 
credulity, and enthufiafm, appear in almoft all their 
writings ; and they have neither attempted to remove the 
heap of rubbifh with which Ander/on has difgraced his 
Cvwftitutims of Free Mafonry (the bafis of mafonic hif* 
tory) nor to avail themfelves of informations which hif- 
tory really affords to a fober enquirer. Their Royal 
art muft never forfooth appear in a ftate of infancy or 
childhood, liko all other human acquirements ; and 
therefore, when they cannot give proofs of its exiftence 
in a ftate of manhood, poffeffed of all its myfterious 
treafures, they fuppofe what they do not fee, and fay 
that they are concealed by the oath of fecrecy. Of fuch 
inftruftion I can make no ufe, even if I were difpofed to 
write a hiftory of the Fraternity* I (hall content myfelf 
with an account of fuch particulars as are admitted by 
All the mafonic parties, and which illuftrate or confirm 
ifly general propofmon, making fuch ufc of the accounts 
of the higher degrees in my poffeffion as I can, without 
admitting the profane into their Lodges. Being under 
no tie of fecrecy with regard to thefe, I am with-held 
by difcretion alone from putting the public in polTeffion 
of all their my fteries* 
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Schifms in Free Mafonry. 



t 

ThERE is undoubtedly a dignity in the art of build- 
ing, or in archite&ure, which no other art poffeffes, and 
this, whether we confider it in its rudeft ftate, occupied 
in railing a hut, or as pra&ifed in a cultivated nation, 
in the ereftion of a magnificent and ornamented temple. 
As the arts in general improve in any nation, this muft 
always maintain its pre-eminence ; for it employs them 
all, and no man can be eminent as an architect who does 
not poflefs a confiderabie knowledge of almoft every 
fcience and art already cultivated in his nation. His 
great works are undertakings of the moft ferious con- 
cern, conneft him with the public, or with the rulers of 
the ftate, and attach to him the pra&itioners of other 
arts> who are wholly occupied in executing his orders ; 
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His works are the objeQs of public attention, and asp : 
not the tranlient fpeftacles of the day, but hand iowH' 
to pofterity his invention, his knowledge, and his tafte., 
No wonder then that he thinks highly of his profeflion, 
and that the public fhould acquiefce 19 his pretenfions, 
even when in fome degree extravagant. 

It is not at all furprifing, therefore, that the incor- 
porated archite£ts in all cultivated nations fliould arro- 
gate to themfelves^a pre-eminenc6 over tbf fimilafc affo- 
ciations of other tradefmen. We find traces of this in 
the remoteft antiquity. The. Dionyfiacs of Afia Minor 
were undoubtedly an affociation of architefts and engi- 
neers, who had the exclufive privilege of building tem- 
ples, ftadia, and theatres, under the myfterious tutelage 
of Bacchus, and diftinguifhed from the uninitiated or 
profane inhabitants by the fcience which they poffeffed, 
and by mai^y private figns and token*, by which they 
recognized each other. This affociation came into 
Ionia from Syria, into which country it had come from 
Perfia, along with that ftyle of archite&ure that w£ c^tt 
■Grecian. We are alfo certain that there was a Similar 
trading affociation, during the dark ages, in Chriilian 
Europe, which monopolized the building of grept 
churches and caftles, working junder the patrojtfge aijd 
#roteftion of the Sovereigns and Princes of ^uro^pe, 
and poiTeffing many privileges. Circumftaoces, which 
it would be tedious to enumerate, and difc^fs ti continu- 
ed this affociation later in Britain thsm op the Conti- 
nent. 

. But it is quite uncertain when and why perfaos who 
were not builders by profeffioA fir ft fought ^dmiflipa 
into this Fraternity. The firft djftinft apd unequivocal 
i inftance that we have of this is the aidmiffion of Mr. 

I 
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ifiole, the famous antiquary, in 1648, into a Lodge at 
Warrington, along with his father-in-law Colonel Main- 
waring. It is not improbable that the covert of fecrecy 
in thofe affemblies had made them courted by the Roy- 
alifts, as occafions of meeting. Nay, the Ritual of the 
Matter's degree feems to have been formed, or perhaps 
fwifled from its original inftitution, fo as to give an op- 
portunity of founding the political principles of the 
Candidate, and of the whole Brethren prefent. For it 
bears fo eafy an adaptation to the death of the King, 
to the overturning of the venerable conftitution of the 
Englifh government of three orders by a mean demo- 
cracy, and its re-eftablifliment by the efforts of the loy- 
alifts, that this would {tan into every perfon's mind 
during the ceremonial, and could hardly fail to fhow, by 
thte countenances and behaviour of the Brethren, how 
they were affe&ed. I recommend this hint to the con- 
fideration of the Brethren. I have met with many par- 
ticular fafts, which convince me that this ufe had been 
made of the meetings of Mafons, and that at this time 
the Jefuits interfered confiderably, infinuating them- 
felves into the Lodges, and contributing to encreafe that 
religious myfticifm that is to be obferved in all the cere- 
monies of the order. This fociety is well known to 
have put on every (hape, and to have made ufe of every 
mean that could promote the power and influence of the 
order. And Ave know that at this time they Vere by no 
means without hopes of re-eftablilhing the dominion of 
the Church of Rome in England. Their fervices were 
not fcrupled at by the diftreffed Royalifts, even fuch as 
were Proteftants, while they were highly prized by the 
Sovereign. We alfo know that Charles II. was made a 
Mafon, and frequented the Lodges. It is not unlikely, 
that t>efides the amufement of a vacant hour, which was 
always agreeable to htpi, h$ bad pleafur? in the ipeetmg 
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with his loyal friends, and in the occupations of the 
Lodge, which recalled to his mind their attachment and 
fervices. His brother and fuccefTor James II. was of a. 
more ferrous and manly caft of mind, and had little plea- 
fure in the frivolous ceremonies of Mafonry. He did 
pot frequent the Lodges. But, by this time, they were 
therefort of many perfoos who were not of the profef-, 
fipn, or. members of the, trading corporation. This 
circumftance, in all probability, produced the denomi- 
nations of* Free and Accented Mafons. A perfon 
who has the privilege of working at any incorporated 
trade, is faid to be a freeman of that trade. Others were 
accepted as Brethren, and admitted to a kind of honora- 
ry freedom, as is the cafe in many other trades and in- 
corporations, without having (as far as we can learn for 
certain) a legal title to earn a livelihood by the exercife 
pf it. 

, The Lodges being in this manner frequented by per- 
fons of various profeflions, and in various ranks of civil 
fociety, it cannot be fuppofed that the employment in 
thofe meetings related entirely to the oftenfible prcfef- 
Jion of Mafonry. We have no authentic information 
by which the public can form any opinion about it. It 
was not till fome years after this period that the Lodges 
made open profeffion of the cultivation of general bene- 
volence, and that the grand aim of the Fraternity was to 
enforce the exercife of all the focial virtues. It is not 
unlikely that this was an after thougjit. The political 
. purpofes of the affociation being once obtained, the 
. converfation and occupations of the members muft take 
, fome particular turn, in order to be generally acqepta- 
, ble. The eftablifhment of a fund for the relief of un- 
fortunate Brethren did not take place till the very end of 
laft century ; and we may prefume that it was brought 
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about by the warm recommendations of fome benevo- 
lent' members, who would naturally enforce it by ad4 
dreffes to their* aflejnbled Brethren. This is the pro* 
bable origin of thofe philanthropic diCcourfes which 
were delivered in the Lodges by one of the Brethren at 
an official t*fk. Brotherly love was the general topic* 
and this, with' great propriety, when we confider the 6b* 
je& aimed at in thofe addreffes. Nor was this bbjeft 
altogether a novelty. For while the manners of facietjf 
were yet but rude, Brother Mafons, who were frequentf . 
ly led • by their employment far from home and from 
their friends, flood in need of fuch helps, find might b$ 
greasy benefited by fuch an inftitution, which gave them 
introdu&ion and citizenfhip wherever they went, and a 
right to lhareinthe charitable contributions of Brethren 
*whp were ftrangers to them. Other incorporated trades 
iad fimilar pravifions for their poor. But their poor 
were townfmen and neighboprs, well known to them. 
There was more perfuafion necelTary in this Fraternity, 
where the objefts of our immediate beneficence Were 
not of our acquaintance. But .when the Lodges coir- 
fifted of many who were not Mafons, and who had no 
particular claim to good offices from a ftranger, and 
their number might be great, it is evident thdt ftronger 
perfuafions were now nec^fiary, And that every topic of 
philanthropy muft now be employed. When the funds 
<became confiderable, the effe&s naturally took the 
public eye, and recommended the Society to notice and 

• refpeft. And now the Brethren were induced to dwell 

• on the fanie topic, to join in the commendations be- 
llowed on the Society, and to fay that liniverfal bene- 

- ficence was the great aim of the Order. And this is all 
that could be faid in public, without infringing the obli- 
: gation to f^crecy. The. inquifitivg are aly^ys ptying 

D 
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and teazing, and tins is the only point op which a Bro- 
ther is at liberty to fpeak. He will therefore do it with 
affe&kmate zeal, till perhaps he has heated his own fan- 
cy a Kttle, and overlooks the incdhliftency of this trai- 
verfal beneficence and philanthropy with the exclufive 
and monopolizing fpirit of an Aflbciation, which not 
only confines its benevolence to its own Members (like 
any other charitable aflbciation) but hoards up in its bo- 
fotn ineftimable fecrets, whofe natural tendency, they 
fay, is to form the heart to this generous and kind con- 
duct, and infpire us with love to all : mankind. The 
profane world cannot fee the beneficence of concealing 
from public view a principle or a motive which fo pow- 
erfully induces a Mafon to be good and kind. The 
Brother fays that publicity would rob it of its force, 
and we muft take him at his word ; and our curiofity is 
fo much the more excited to learn what are the fecrets 
which have fo fingukr a quality. 

- Thus did the Fraternity conduft themfelves, and thus 
were they confidered by the public, when it was carried 
over from England to the continent ; and here, it is to 
1 be particularly remarked, that all our Brethren abroad 
profels to have received the Myftery of Free Mafonry 
from Britain: This is furely a puzzle in the hiftory ; 
and we muft leave it to otliers to reconcile; this with the 
-repeated affertions in Anderfon's book of Conftitutions, 
" That the Fraternity exifted all over the world," and 
/the numberlefs examples which he adduces of its exer- 
tions in other countries ; nay, with his repeated affer- 
tions, " that it frequently was near periihijg in Britain, 
and that our Princes were obliged to fend to France ^nd 
other countries, for leading men, to reftore it to its for- 
mer energy .among.us " We fhall find Jjiy and by that 
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Ais is not a point of m$re hiftdrical curiofity, but that 
-much hinges on it. , 

la the mean time, let us juft remember, that the 
plain fete of Brotherly lave had been polifhed up to 
proieftations of univerfal benevolence, and had taken 
•place of loyalty and attachment to the unfortunate Fa- 
mily of Stuart, which wa» now totally forgotten in the 
-ErcgKfti Lodges. The Revolutioirhad taken place,and 
King James, with many of his mod zealous adherents, 
had taken refuge in France. 

But they took Free Mafonry with them to the conti- 
nent, where it was immediately received by the French , 
and was cultivated with great zeal in .a manner fuited to 
the tafte and habits of that highly polifhed people. The 
Lodges in France naturally became the rendezvous of 
the adherents to their banilhed King, and the means of 
carrying on a correfpondence with their friends in En- 
gland. At this time alfo the Jefuits took a more a&ive 
hand in Free Mafonry than ever. They infmuated 
themfelves into the Englilh Lodges, where they were 
careffed by the Catholics, who panted after the re efta- 
bli&ment of their faith, and tolerated by the Proteftant 
royalifts, who thought no conceffion too great a com- 
penfation fdr <hek : fervice6. At this lime changes were 
made in feme of the mafonic fymbols, particularly in 
the tracing of the Lodge, which bear evident marks of 
Jefuitical interference* 

Itvfzs in the Lodges held at St. Germain's that the 
degtfe hf • Ghevalier Mafon Ecvjfois was added to the 
three & i'M i*> vie* l degrees- of Englilh Mafonry. The 
cdnftnotidit, ^imported ; appeared too coarfe for the 
refined tafte of our neighbours, and they mull make 
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Mafomy rtibrb like the occupation of a gentlemaii: 
Therefore, the Englifli degrees of Apprentice, Fellow- 
craft, and Mafter, were called fymbolical, and the whole 
tFrateriiity Was confidered fitter as typical of fometKing 
wore elegant, Or is k preparation for it. The degrees 
afterwards Superadded to this leave us in doubt whioh of 
•thefe views the French entertained of our Mafonry. But 
at all events, this rank of Scotch Knight was called the 
Jirjl degree of the Ma$on Par/ait. There is a device 
belonging to this Lodge which deferves notice. A lion, 
wounded by an arrow, and efcaped from the ftake to 
which he had been bound, with the broken rope ftill 
about Kis neck,' is represented lying at the mouth of a 
cave, and occupied with mathematical inftruments which 
(are lying near him. A broken crown lies at the foot of 
the ftake. There can be little doubt but that this em- 
blem alludes to the dethronement, the captivity, the 
efcape, and thk afylum of James II. and his hopes of re- 
eftabiifhmenfc by the help of the loyal Brethren. This 
emblem is worn as the gorget of the Scotch Khight. It 
is Hot very certain, however tyhen this degree was added, 
whether immediately after King James's Abdication, or 
about the time of the attempt to fet his fori on the Britifh 
-Throne. But it is certain, that in 1716, this and ftill 
higher degrees of Mafonry were inuch in vogue in the 
Court of France. The refining genius of the French, 
and their love Qf fhow, made the humble denominations 
of the Englifh Brethren difgufting ; and their paflion for 
military rank, the only chara&er that conne&ed them 
with the Court of an abfolute monarch, made them adapt 
Free Mifonry to the fame fcale of public eftimation, 
and invent ranks of Masons Chevaliers ornamented with 
titles, and ribbands, and ftars. Thefe were highly re- 
Jifhed by that vain people ; and the price of reception, 
which was very high, became a rich fund, that was gene- 
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itnifly Applied to relieve the wants of the banilhed Britife. 
fend kifh adherents of the unfortunate Family who had 
taken refuse among them. Three new degrees of Novices 
-Eleve, and Chevalier were jToqn added, and the Par- 
fait Mafon had now feneh receptions to go through, for 
each of which a handforoe contribution w&6 made. Af- 
terwards, when the firlt beneficent purpofe of this con^- 
tribution ceafed to exift, the finery that now glittered in 
all the Lodges made a ft ill more craving demand for re- 
ception-money, and ingenuity was fct to work to invent 
tiew baits for the Parfait Macon.* J More degrees of chi*- 
valry were added, interfperfed with degrees, of Phi let- 
jopke^ Pellerin, Clairvoyant^ &c. <fec. till fome Pari^ 
•fiah Lodges had forty -five ranks of Mafonrv, having fiff 
4een orders of chivalry. For a Knighthood, with * 
-Ribband and a Star, was a bonne botiche^ given at every 
third -ftep. For a long while thefe degrees of chivalry 
proceeded on feme faint analogies with feveral orders 
of chivalry which hacf been erefited in Europe. All of 
.thefe had fome reference to fome myflical doftrines of 
the Chriftiaiv Church, 2nd were, m fcft, contrivances 
of the Church of Rome for fecuring and extending her 
influence on the laymen of rank and fortune, whom fhe 
.retained in her fervice. by thefe play -things. The 
Knights Templars of Jerufalcrn, and the Knights of the 
Defert, whole office it was to protect pilgrims, and t6 
.^defend the holy city, afforded very apt models for Ma- 
sonic mimicry, becaufe the Temple of Solomon, and 
the Holy Sepulchre, always fhared the fame fate. Ma- 
ny contended doftrines of the theologians had alfo their 
Chevaliers to defend them. 

In all this progreffive mummery \\± fee much of the 
hand of the Jefuits, and it would feem that it was encou- 
raged by the church. But a -thing happened which 
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might eafily have been forefeen. The Lodges had be* 
come familiar with this kind of irivention ; the profeffed 
objeft of many real Orders of Knighthood was often 
very whimfical, or very refined and far-fetched, and it 
required all the fineffe of the clergy to give it fome flight 
connexion with religion or morality. The Mafons, 
prote&ed by their fecrecy, ventured to go farther. The 
declamations in the Lodges by the Brother orator, mutt 
naturally refemble the compofitions of the ancient fo- 
phifts, and confift of wire-drawn diflfertations on the fe- 
cial duties, where eve^f thing is amplified and {trained to 
hyperbole, in their far-fetched and fanciful explanations 
of the fymbols of Mafonry. Thus accuftomed to alle- 
gory, to fi£lion, to fineffe, and to a fort of innocent hy- 
pocrify, by which they cajoled themfelves into a notion 
that this child's-play had at bottom a ferious and impor- 
tant meaning, the zealous champions of Free Mafonry 
found no inclination to check this inventive fpirit or 
circumfcribe its flights. Under {lie proteftion of Ma- 
fonic fecrecy, they planned fchemes of a different kind, 
and infteadof m^re-Orders of Chivalry direfted againft 
the enemies of their faith, they formed affociations in 
oppofition to the ridiculous and oppreflive ceremonies 
and fuperftitions of the church. There can be no doubt* 
that in thofe hidden aflemblies, a free communication of 
fentiment was highly reliftied and much indulged. It 
was Toon fufpe&ed that fuch ufe was made of the covert 
of a Mafon Lodge ; and the church dreaded the confe- 
quences, and endeavored to fupprefs the Lodges. But 
in vain. And wheri it was found, that even auricular 
confeflion, and the fpiritual threatnings of the church, 
could not make the Brethren break their oath of fecre- 
cy ; a full confidence in their fecurity made thefe free- 
thinking Brethren bring forward, with all the eagernefs 
of a miflioriary, fiich fentiments as they were afraid to 
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hafcard ia ordinary fociety. This was long fufpeQed ; 
but the rigours of the church only ferved to knit the 
Brethren more firmly together, and provoked them to a 
more eager exercife of their bold criticifms. The Lod- 
ges became fchools of fcepticifm and infidelity^ and the 
ipirit of converfion or profely tifm grew every day ftron- 
ger. Cardinal Dubois had before this time laboured 
with all his might to corrupt the minds of the courtiers, 
by patronifing, dire&ly and indire&ly, all fceptics who 
were otherwife men of talents. He gave the young 
courtiers to underftand, that if he (hould obtain the 
reins of government, they fhould be entirely freed from 
the bigotry of Louis XIV. and the oppreffion of the 
church, and fhould have the free indulgence of their in- 
< clinations. His own plans were difappointed by his 
death ; but the Regent Orleans was equally indulgent, 
and in a few years there was hardly a man in France who 
pretended to knowledge and refleflion, who did not 
laugh at all religion. * Amidft the almoft infinite number 
cf publications from the French preffes, there is hardly 
a. dozen to be found whofe author attempts to vindicate 
religion from the charges of univerlal fuperftition and 
falfehood. And it muft be acknowledged that little elfe 
was to be; feen in the eftabliflied religion of the kingdom. 
The people, found nothing in Chriftiknity but a never- 
ceafing round of infignificant and troublefome ceremo- 
nies, which confumed their time, and furniftieda fund 
. for fupporting a fet of lordly and oppreffive dignitaries, 
who declared in the plaineft manner their own dilbelief 
of their religion, by their total difregardof common de- 
cency, by their continual refidence at court, and by ab- 
. folute negleft, and even the moft haughty and oppref- 
five treatment, of the only part of their order that took 
any concern about the religious fentiments of the nation, 
namely, the Cure* or parjfh-priefts. The monks ap- 
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peared only as lazy drones 5 but the parifli-priefts fai 
ftru&ed the people, vifited the fick, reconciled ths of- 
fender and the offended, and y ere. the great mediators 
between the landlords and their vaffals, an office whick 
endeared them more to t}ie people than all the other cnv 
cumftancespf their profefijon. And it is remarkable* 
that in all the licentious writings and bitter fatyrical tales 
of the philofophic freethinkers, fuch as Voltaire, who 
never fails to have a taunting hit at the clergy, the Cure 
is generally an amiable perfonage, a charitable man, a 
friend to the poor and unfortunate, a peace-maker, and 
a man of piety and worth. Yet thefe men were kept in 
a ftate of the moft flavifli and cruel fubjeQjon by tha 
higher orders of the clergy, and all hopes of advance* 
ment cut off. Rarely, hardly ever, does it happen* 
that a Cure becomes a Bilhop. The Abbes ftep into 
every line of preferment. When fuch procedure is ob- 
ferved by a whole nation, what opinion can be forme4 
but that the whole is a vile cheat ?. This however wag 
the cafe in France, and therefore infidelity was almoft 
uftiverfal. Nor was this overftrained freedom or licen*. 
tioufnefs confined to religious opinions. It was perhaps 
more naturally direfted to the reftraints arifing from civil 
fubordination. The familiar name of Brother could not 
but tickle the fancy of thofe of inferior rank, when they 
found themfelves fet cheek by jowl with perfons whom 
they cannot approach out of doors but with cautious re- 
fpecl ; and while thefe men of rank have their pride lul- 
led a little, and perhaps their hearts a little foftened by 
the flang of fentimental declamation on the topic of Bro- 
therly love and Utopian felicity, the others begin to 
fancy the happy days arrived, and the light of philan- 
thropy beaming from the eaft and illuminating the 
Lodge. The Garret Pamphleteer enjoys his fancied au- 
thority as Senior Warden, and conduits with affe£Uoa- 
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ate folemnky the youpg nobleman, who pants for the 
honor of Mafterfhip, and he praifes the trufty Brother 
who has guarded him in his perilous journies round the 
room. What topic of declamation can be more agree- 
able than the equality of the worthy Brethren ? and how 
naturally will the Brother Orator, in fupport of this feu 
vorite topic, Aide into all the common-place piftures of 
human fociety, freed from alj the anxieties attending 
civil diftinQion, a$d pairing their days in happy fimplU 
city and equality. . From this ftate of the fancy, it is 
hardly a ftep to defcant on the propriety, the expedien,- 
cy, and at l^ft, the jullice of this arrangement of civij 
fociety ; and in doing this, one cannot avoid taking no- 
tice of the great obftruftions to human felicity which we 
fee in every quarter, proceeding from the abufes of thofe 
diftinftioos of rank and fortune which have arifen in the 
world : and as the mifchiefs and horrors of fuperftition 
are topics of continual declamation to thofe who wifli to 
throw off the reftrainu of religion ; fo the oppreflion of 
the rulers of this world, and the fufferings of talents and 
worth in inferior ftations, will be no lefs greedily liken- 
ed to by aU whofe notions of morality are not very pure, 
and who would be glad to have the enjoyments of the 
wealthy without the trouble of labouring for them* 
Free Mafonry may be affirmed to have a natural ten- 
ancy to fofter fuch levelling wifces ; and we cannpt 
doubt but that great liberties are taken with thofe fub- 
je&s in the Lodges, efpecially in countries where the 
f diftinftions of rank and fortune are fjtrongly e^preffed 
and noticed. 

But it is not a matter of mere probability that the Ma- 
fon Lodges werethe feminaries of thefe libertine inftruc- 
tions. We have diftin& proof of it, even in fome of the 

E 
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French degrees. InTthe degree called the Chevalier it 
Soldi, the whole inftruftion is aimed againft the efia- 
blifhed religion of the kingdom. The profeffed obje£t 
is the emancipation from error, and the difcoveiy oF 
truth. The infcription in the eaft is Sagejfe, that in the 
north is Liberie, that in the fouth is Fermete, and in the 
well it is Caution ; terms which are very fignificant. 
•The Trcs Venerable is Adam; the Senior Warden is 
Truth, and all the Brethren are Children of Trbth^ 
The procefs of reception is 1 very well contrived : the 
"whole ritual is decent and circumfpeft, and nothing oc- 
curs which can alarm the moft timid. Brother Truth 
is aflced, What is the hour ? He informs Father Adam, 
that among men it is the hour of darknefs, but that it is 
mid-day in the Lodge. The candidate is alked, Why 
he has knodced at the door, and what is becdftie of the 
eight companions (he is one of the Elus) ? He fays* 
that the world is in darknefs, and his companions and he 
have loft each other ; ' that Hefperus, the ftar of Europe, 
is obfcured by clouds of incenfe, offered up by fuperfti- 

tion to defpots, who have made themfelves gods, and 
'have retired into the inmoft receffes of their palaces, that 
r they may not be rfccognifed to be men, while their priefts 
• are deceiving the people, and caufing them to worfhip 
' thefe divinities. This and many fimilar fentiments are 

evident allufions to the pernicious do&rine of the book 
' called Origine du Defpotifme Oriental, where the religion 
: of all countries is confidered as a mere engine of ftate ; 
i where it is declared that reafon is the only light which 

nature has given to man ; and that our anxiety about 

futurity has made us imagine endlefs torments in a future 
' world ; and that princes, taking advantage of our weak*. 
" nefs, haVe taken the management of our hopes and fears, 
' and direQed them fo as to fuit their own pufpofes ; 

emancipation fronx the fear of death is declared the 
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greateft of all deliverances ; queftions are put to the 
candidate, tending to difcover whether and how far he 
may be trufted, and what facrificcs he is willing to make 
in fearch after truth. 

This Ihape given to the plaftic myfteries of Mafonry 
was much relifhed, and in a very ftiort time this new 
path was completely explored, and a new feries oF de- 
grees was added to the lift, viz. the Novice r and the Elu 
de la Verity and the Sublime Philofophe. In the pro- 
grefs through thefe degrees, the Brethren mud forget 
that they have formerly been Chevaliers de I 'Orient, 
Chevaliers del 9 Aigle, when the fymbols were all ex- 
plained as typical of the life and immortality brought to 
light by the gofpel. Indeed they are taught to clafs this 
among the other clouds which have been difpelled by 
the fun of reafon. Even in the Chevalerie de I' Aiglt 
there is a two-fold explanation given of the fymbols, by 
which a lively "imagination may conceive the whole hif- 
tory and peculiar doftrines of the New Teftament, as 
being typical of the final triumph of reafon and philofo- 
phy over error. And perhaps this degree is the very 
firft ftep in the plan of Illumination. 

We are not to fuppofe that this was carried to extre- 
mity at once. But it is certain, that before 1743 it had 
become umverfal, and that the Lodges of Free Mafons 
had become the places for making profelytes to every 
ftrange and obnoxious do&rine. Theurgy, Cofmogony, 
Cabala*, and many whimfical and myftical do&rirfes 
which have been grafted on the diftinguifhing tenets and 
the pure morality of the Jews and Chriftians, were fub 
jefts of frequent difcuffion in the Lodges. The celebra 
ted Chevalier Ramfay was a zealous apoftle in this m jf 
fion. Affe&ionately attached to the family of Stuart^ 
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and to his native country, he had co-operated heartily 
with thofe who endeavoured to employ Mafonry in the 
fervice of the Pretender, and, availing himfelf of the 
pre-eminence given (at firft perhaps as a courtly com- 
pliment) to Scotch Mafonry, he laboured to fhew that 
It exifted, and indeed arofe, during the Crufades, and 
that there really was either an order of chivalry whofe 
bufinefs it was to rebuild the Chriftian churches deftroy- 
ed by the Saracens ; or that a fraternity of Scotch Ma- 
fons were thus employed in the eaft, under the protec- 
tion of the Knights of St. John of Jerufalem. He Found 
fome fafts which were thought fufficient grounds for 
fuch an opinion, fuch as the building of the college of 
thefe Knights in London, called the Temple, which was 
aftually done by the public Fraternity of Mafons who 
had been in the holy wars. It is chiefly to him that we 
are indebted for that rage for Mafonic chivalry which 
diftinguifhes the French Free Mafonry. Ramfay's lin- 
gular religious opinions are well known, and his no lefs 
fingular enthufiafm. His eminent learning, his elegant 
. talents, his amiable chara&er, and particularly his efti- 
ination at court, gave great influence to every thing he 
faid on a futje£l which was merely a matter of fafhion 
and amufem^nt. Whoever has attended much to hu- 
man affairs, knows the eagernefs with which men propa- 
gate all fingular opinions, and the delight which attends 
. their favorable reception. None are more zealous than 
the apoftles of infidelity and atheifm. It is in human 
nature to catch with greedinefs any opportunity of doing 
what lies under general reftraint. And if our apprehen- 
fions are not completely quieted, in a cafe where our 
wifhes lead us ftrongly to fome favorite but hazardous 
objeft, we are canfcious of a kind of felf-bullying. 
This naturally gets into our difcourfe, and in our eager- 
nefs to get the encouragement of joint adventurers, we 
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"enforce our tenets with an energy, and even a violence, 
that is very inconfiftent with the fubjeft in hand. If I 
am an Atheift, and my neighbour a Theift, there is furely 
nothing that fliould make me violent iii my endeavors to 
rid him of his error. Yet how violent were the people 
l of this party in France. 

TKefe fafts and obfervations fully account for the 
zeal with which all this patch-work addition to the Tim* 

jple Free Mafonry of England was profecutedin France. 
It furprifes us, ' Britons, who are acciiftomed to corifi- 
der the whole as a matter of amufement for young men, 

"who are glad of any pretext for indulging in convivia- 
lity. We generally confidcr a man advanced in life with 

^lefs refpeft, if he ftiows any ferious attachment to fuch 
things. But in France, the civil and religious reftraints 

. on converfation made thefe fecret aflemblics very pre- 
cious ; and they were much frequented by men of let- 
ters, who there found an opportunity of expteffingin 
fafety their diffatisfa&ion with thofe reftraints, arid wtth 
that inferiority of rank and condition to which they were 

l fubje£ted r and which appeared to themfelves fo inade- 
quate to their own talents and merits. The Avocats dc 
Parlimtnt^ the unbeneficed Abbes, the young men of 

* no fortune, and^the Joi-difant philofophers, formed a 
numerous band, frequented the Lodges, and there dif- 

' cufled every topic of religion and politics. . Specimens 
of this occupation appeared from time to time in Collec- 
' tions of Difcourfes delivered by the Frere OraUur. ' I 

* once had in my poffeffion two volumes of thefe difcour- 
fes, which I now regret that I left in a Lodge on the 
continent, when my relifh for Free Mafonry hadforfa- 
ken me. One of thefe is a difcourfe by Brother Robi- 

% net, delivered in the Loge des Chevaliers Bienfaifants dc 
la Sainte Cite at Lyons, at a vilitation by the Grand 
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Mafter the Due de Chartres, afterwards Orleans and 
galite. In this difcourfe we have the germ and fubftance 
of his noted work, the Syjleme de la Nature^ ou I' Homme 
moral et phyjique. In another difcourfe, delivered by 
.Brother Condorcet in the Loge des Philalcthes at Straf- 
bourg, we have the outlines of his pofthumous work, 
Le Progres dc VEfprit humain ; and in another, deli- 
vered by Mirabeau in the Loge des Chevaliers Bienfai- 
fonts at Paris, we have a great deal of the levelling prin- 
ciples, and cofmopolitifm,* which he thundered from 
the tribunes of the National Alfembly. But the moft 
remarkable performances of this kind are, the Archives 
Myfiico-Hermetiques^and the Des Erreurs y et dz la Verite* 
The firft is confidered as an account hiftorical and dog- 
anatical, of the procedure and fyftem of the Loge des 
Chevaliers Bienfaifants at Lyons. This was the moft 
zealous and fyftematical of all the cofmopolitical Lod- 
ges in France. It worked long under the patronage of 
its Grand Mafter the Due dc Chartres, afterwards Or- 
leans^ andatlaft Ph. Egalite. It fent out many affili- 
ated Lodges, which were erefted in various parts of thft 
French dominions. The daughter Lodges at Paris, 
Strafbourg, Lille, Thouloufe, took the additional title 
of Philaltfhft. There arofe fome fchifms, as may b»e 
expefted, an Affociation where every man is encou- 
raged to broach and to propagate any the moft Angular 
opinion. Thele fchifms were continued with fome heat, 
but were in a great meafure repaired in Lodges which 
took the name of Amis reunis de la Veritc. One of this 
denomination at Paris became very eminent. The mother 
Lodge at Lyons extended its correfpondence into Ger- 
many, and odier foreign countries, and fent conftitutions 

* Citizcnfliip of the World, from the Greek words Cofmos y 
world, and Polls, a city. 
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6r fyftems, by which the Lodges condu&ed their ope- 
1 rations. 

I have not been able to trace the fteps by which this 
Lodge acquired fucfr an afcendency ; but I fee, that in 
1769 and 1770, all the refined or philofophical Lodges 
in Alface and Lorraine united, and in a convention at 
Lyons, formally put themfelves under the patronage of 
this Lodge, cultivated a continual correfpondence, and 
confidered themfelves as profefling one Mafonic Faith, 
fufficiehtly diftinguifhable from that of other Lodgesl 
What this was we do not very diftin&ly know. We 
can only infer it from fome hiftorical circumftances. 
One of its favorite daughters, the Lodge Theodor von 
dtr guten Rath, at Munich, became So remarkable for 
difcourfes dangerous to church and ftate, that the Elec- 
'tor of Bavaria, after repeated admonitions during a 
courfe of five or fix years, was obliged to fupprefs it in 
1786. Another of its fuffragan Lodges at Regfenfburgh 
tjecame exceedingly obnoxious to the ftate, and dCcafi- 
\>ned feveral commotions and infurre&ions. Another, 
at Paris, gradually refined into the Jacobin club — And 
in the year 1791, the Lodges in Alface and Lorraine, 
with thofe of Spire and Worms, invited Cuftine into 
Germany, and delivered Mentz into his hands. 

When we refleft on thefe hiftorical fafts, we get fome 
' key to the better und^rftandirig of the two performances / 
* which I mentioned as defcriptive of the opinions and 
occupations of this fe& of Free Mafons. The Ar- 
chives Myjlico-Hermetiques exhibit a very ftrange mix- 
"* ture of Myfticifm, Theofophy, Cabaliftic whim, real 
Science, Fanaticifm, and Freethinking, both in religion 
and politics. They muft not be confidered as an account 
of any fettled fyftem, but rather-as annals of the pro- 
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teedjngs of the Lojlgp, -and abftra&s of the ftrangs 
do&rines which made their fucceffive appearance iq. 
the Lodge. But if an intelligent and cautious reader 
examine them attentively,, .he, will fee, ihat the hook is 
the worlj^ of one hand, and that ail the wonders an 4 
oddities are caricatured, fo as to e$*grof& the general 
attention,, while they alfo are twilled a little, (p that ia 
one way or another they accord with a genera}, fpirit of 
licentioufaefs in morals, religion, and polities* • AL- 
though evefy thing, ia expreffed decently, and with fom? 
caution and moderatipn, atheifm, materialifm, and dis- 
content with civil fubprdination, pervade the whole-, Jt 
is a work of great art. By keeping ths ridicule a#d the 
danger of fuperftition and ignorance continually in vieftfe 
the mind is captivated by therelief which free enquiry an4 
communication pf fentijnjent feems to fecure, and we arc 
put off our guard againft, the rifk of delufipn, to- ^hic^ 
we are expofed when our judgment is warped by oujr 
palfions. . , ► 

The other book, " Dcs Erreurs et de U Verite," camp 
from the farpe fchool, and is a fort of holy fcripturc, ^qr 
at lead a Talmud among the ^ree Mafops of Frana$. 
It is intended only for the initiated, and is indeed a myj- 
tery to any other , reader. But as it was intended' fyr 
fpreading the favorite opinions ijP fome enthufiaftic ; 
Brethren, everything is Jaid -that 4oe* pot dke£Uyhotray 
the fecrets of the Order. It contains a fyftem of Th?- 
ofophy that has often appeared in the wriqngs of phifp- 
fophers, both in ancient and modern time*. 44 All tlje 
intelligence and moral fentiment that appears in the uqi- 
verfe, either dire&ly, as in the minds of wep, or ipdire^- 
ly, as an inference from the marks of defigp tfa^tt we fee 
around us, fome of which fhow us that men have aflpd, 
and many more tha,t fome other intelligence has afted, 
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are confidered as parts or portions of a general mafs of 
intelligence which exifts in the univerfe, in the fame 
manner as matter exifts in it. This intelligence has an 
kifcrutable connection with the material part of the uni- 
verfe, perhaps refembling the connexion, equally un^ 
fearchable, that fubfifts between the mind and body of 
man ; and it may be confidercd as the Soul of the World\ 
It is this fubftance, the natural objecl of wonder and ref- 
pea, that men have called God, and have made theob- 
jea of religious worfhip. In doing fo they have fallen 
into grofs miftakes, and have created for themfelveS 
fiumberlefs unfounded hopes and fears, which have been 
the fource of fuperftition and fanaticifm, the moft de- 
ftruftive plagues that have ever affliaed the human race. 
The Soul of Man is feparated from the general mafs of 
intelligence by fome of the operations of nature, which 
we (hall never under ftand, juft as water is raifed from 
the ground by evaporation, or taken up by the root of 
a plant. And as the water, after an unfearchable trairi 
of changes, in which it fometimes makes part of a 
flower, fometimes part of an animal, &c. is at laft 
reunited, iti its original form, to* the great mafs of wa- 
tery ready to run over the fame circle again ; fo the 
Soul of Man, after performing its office, and exhibit- 
ing all that train of intelleBual phenomena that we call 
human life, is at laft fwallowed up in the great ocean oF 
intelligence." The author then breaks out 

f F^t^pipptiiit return cognofcpre caufa*, 
At^ue jnetus prunes et ioexorabile fatum 
Subjecit pedjjfeus, ftrepitumquc Achejrontis avari.'* 

Tor Ije has rtpw got to his afylum. This deity of his 
t&ty bt tljfe of wonder, like every thtog great and 

iaei^r^ehffote, but not of wbrlhip, as the moral 
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Governor of the univerfe. The hopes are at an cihJ, 
which reft on our notions of the immortality and indivi- 
duality of the human foul, and on the encouragement 
which religion holds forth to believe, that improvement 
of the mind in the courfe of this life, by the exercife of 
wifdom and of virtuous difpofitions, is but the beginning 
of an endlefs progrefs in all that can give delight to the 
rational and welUdifpofed mind. No relation now; fub- 
fifts between roan and Deity that can warm the heart- 
But, as this is contrary to fome natural propenfity,in the 
numan mind, which in all ages and nations has pante4 
after fome connexion with Deity, the author ftrives M> 
avail himfelf of fome cold principles of fymmetry in the 
works of nature, fome ill-fupported notions of propri- 
ety, and other fuch confiderations, to make this anima 
mundi an objeQ of love and refpeft. This is done in 
greater detail in another work, Tableau des rapports cn- 
ire VHommti Dieu, it rilnivers, which is undoubtedly 
by the fame hand. But the intelligent reader will rea- 
dily fee, that fuch incongruous things cannot be recon- 
ciled, and thai we can expeft nothing here but fophi{jtry„ 
The author proceeds, in the next place, to confider 
man as related to man, and to trace out die path tp^p- 
pinefs in this life. v Here we have the fame oyerftraited 
morality as in the other work, the fame univerfal bene- 
volence, the fame lamentations over the miferable ftate 
of mankind, refulting from the oppreffion of the power- 
ful, the great ones of the earth, who have combined 
againft the happinefs of mankind, and have fucce£ded t 
by debating their minds, fo that they have become wil- 
. ling (laves. This could not have been brought about 
.without the affiftance of fuperftitipn. But the princes 
of. this world enlifted into their fervice the priefts, who 
exertedjjgemfelves in darkening the underftandings o^f 
men ; a&dillled thvir minds with religious terrors. The 
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altar became the chief pillar of the throne, and men 
were held in complete fubjeftion. Nothing can recover 
them from this abjeft ftate but knowledge. While this 
clifpels their fears, it will alio fhow them their rights^ 
and the way to attain them. 

It deferyes particularly to be remarked, that this fyf- 
tem of opinions (if Rich an inconfiftent mafs of affertions 
can be called a fyllem) bears a great rcfemblance to a 
performance of Toland's, publifhed in 1720, called 
Panihcijlicoh, Jtu Ceiebratio Sodaiitii Socratici. It is 
an account of the principles of a Fraternity which he 
calls Socratica, and tlie Brothers Pantheiftac. They are 
fuppofed to hold a Lodge, and the author gives a ritual 
of the procedure in thi^pLodge ; the ceremonies of open- 
ing and {hutting of the Lodge, the admiflion of Mem- 
bers into its different degrees, &c. Reafon is the Sun 
that illuminates the whole, and Liberty and Equality 
are the obje&s of their occupations. ' 

We {hall fee afterwards that this book was fondly putti- 
ed into Germany, tranflated, commented, and mifre- 
pi^fented, fo as to take off the attention from the real 
fpiritof the book, which is intentionally wrapped up in 
cabala and enigma.' Mirabeau was at much pains to 
procure it notice ; and it muft therefore be confidered 
as a treafure of the cofmo-political opinions of the AfTo- 
ciatjpn of Chevalitrs Bienfaifants^ Philalethes^ and Amis 
ReuniS) who were called the improved Lodges, work- 
ing under the D. de Chartres— of thefe there were 26S 
in 1784. This will be found a very important remark* 
Let it alfo be recolle&ed afterwards, that this Lodge of 
Lyons lent a deputy to a grand Convention in Germa - 
.*yin 1772,, viz. Mr. Wiliermcoz, and that the tuifinefi 
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yas thought of fuch importance^ th^t he remained thene 
two years. 

The book Des %rrcur$ it de la Vtrite, mull therefore 
be confidered as a claffical book of thefe opinions* We 
know that it originated in the Logc des Chcv. Bienfaifants 

-Lyons- ' We know thsrt this Lodge ftood as It were 
^t the head of French Free Mafonry, and that thff fi&k 
tious Order of Mafonic Knights Tempers was formed 
this Lodge, and was cQnfidered a? the model of all 
|hc reft of this mimic chivalry. They proceeded fo far 
in this xpummery, as evep to have the clerical tonfure. 
The Duke of Orleans, his fon, the Eleftor of Bavaria, 
* nd fome other German Princes, did not fcruple at thi* 
mummery in their own perfon^ In all the Lodges of 
reception^ the Brother Orator never failed to declaim 
pn the topics of fuperftition, blipd to the exhibition liq 
yas then making, or indifferent as to fhe vile hypocrify 
of it/ We have,' in the lifts of Orators and . Office^ 
bearers, many names of peVfons, who have fiad an op- 
portunity aHaft of proclaiming their fentiments in "pub- 
lic. The Abbe Sieyes was of the Lodge of Fhilalethe$ 
ft Paris, and alfo at Lyons. Lequinio, author of the 
910ft profligate book that ; ever difgraced a prefs, the 
frejuges vai&cus par la Raifon^ was warden in thq 
Lodge ComfaBc Socictfe* Defpremenil, Bailly, Fau* 
chet, Maury, Mounier,were of the famefyftem, though 
in different Lodges. They were called Martinifts, from 
a St. Martin, who formed a fchifm in the fyftem of the 
Chevaliers Biehfaijptnti, of which we have not any very 
precife account. " Mercier gives fome account of it in 
his Tableau de Baris, and in his Annie 1888. The 
breach alarmed the Brethren, and occafioned great heats. 
But it was healed, and the Fraternity took the name of 
Mifa the Renis 7 whichj is an anagram of des Amis Reums. 



to 
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T^e Bifhof* of AtttOT, tfctf ftiai»fo bepraffed th£ be; 
gevoJent Citizen <>£ the. World,, the friend of mankind 
and of good order, was Senior Warden of another Lodge 
at Paris, eftablifbed in 1786 (I think chiefly by Or- 
leans and hirofelf) vhkh afterward* became the Jacobin 
Cliif)i. InJhort* vp -tpay aifert with confidence, that 
the Mafon Lodges in France were the bot-bed§, where 
fhe ffjeds.wer$ loon, ,ai|d tenderly ^e^red, pf all the per- O 
fckious do&rines which foon aftqr c^oak^d every moral p 
pr religious cultivation, and have made the Society j~ 
vorfe than a wafte, have made it a noifomc, marfh of hu- f 
man corruption, filled with every rank an<J poifonous r 
weed. , , , . > 



Thefe Lodges wejj| frequented by ptrfbns of all 
ranks, and of every, profeffton, . The idle and the frivo* & ^ 
J<5ijs found amufemeni, and glittering things to tickla ^ 
fheyr fftfteted feiKie*. There they bec*rae the dupes of 
^declamation of tfie crafty and teeebtkms Abbes, and ^ 
jrritersofevery denomination* - Mutual encouragement 
ki ifati, iifdujgeflce of ijag&rdOus thoughts and opinions 
which flatter aur> wifftes or propenftties is. a has which 
fewmmds can refill.: I believe that moft men harve felt 
this in fofne period of their lives, I can find no other 
jray of accounting for the; company thai I have fome^ 
fipies, feentjn^ J^ftfopr Lodge. The Lodge de h.Pcr* 
jfkite Intelligent* at Liege, contained, ia December 1770* 
the Prince BUhpp* and the greateft part p£his Chapter* 
gnd all the Office-borers wsre dignitaries of il^ church ; 
yet a cUfcourfe given bjy'the Brothe* Orator wa* as poig- 
nant a fatire on fuperftitlon and credulity, as. if it had 
been written by Voltaire. It was under th^ auipices of 
fhi$ Lodge that the colle&ion of difcourfes, which I 
mentioned above, was pubiiSied, and there is no fault 
found jarith Brother Robinet, nor Brother Condones:. 
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Indeed the Trefontiers of Liege were proverbial eveil 
in Brafent, for their Epicurifm in the rooft extenfive 
fenfe of the word* 

Thus was corruption fpread over the kingdom under 
the mafk of moral inftru&ion. For thefe difcourfes wer<* 
full of the moft refined and (trained morality, and florid 
paintings of Utopian felicity, in a ftate where all are 
Brothers and citizens of the world. But alas ! tKfcftj 
wire-drawn principles feem to have had little influence 
on the hearts, even of thofe who could beft difplay their 
beauties. Read the tragedies of Voltaire, and fome of 
his gravfe performances in profe — What man is there 
who feems better to know his Matter's will ? No man 
cxprefl'es with more propriety, \^th more efca£lnefs, the 
feelings of a good mind. Nc man feems more fenfible 
of the immutable obligation of j uftice and of truth. Yet 
this man, in his tranfaftions with his book-fellers, with 
the very men to whom he Was immediately indebted for 
Iris affluence and his fame, was repeatedly, nay, incef- 
fantly, guilty of the meaneft, the vileft tricks. When he 
fold a work for an enormous price to one book-feller 
(even to Cramer, whom he really refpefted) he took care 
that a furreptitious edition fhould appear' in Hollafid, al- 
moft at the feme moment. Proof-fheets have been tra- 
ced from Ferney to Amfterdam. When a friend of 
Cramer's expoftulated with Voltaire on the inj uftice of. 
this conduft, he faid, grinning, Oh It bon Cramer — eh 
Men — il rCa que d % etr< du parti — he may take a fliare — 
he will not give nie a livre the lefs for the firft piece I 
offer him. Where fhall we fee more tendernefs, more 
honor, more love of every thing that is good and fair, 
than in Diderot's P&re de Famille. — Yet this man clid 
not fcruple to fell to the Emprefs of Ruffia an immenfe 
library, which he did notpoffefs, for an enormous price, 
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baving gat her promife that it fhould remain in his pof- 
fejlion in Paris during his life. When her ambaffador 
waited to fee it, after a year or two's payments, and the 
yifitation could be nd longer {laved off, Diderot was 
obliged to fet off in a hurry, and run through all the 
bop^ellers (hops in Germany, to help him to fill his 
fhelves. He had the good fortune to fave ap- 
e^r-rtmt the trick took air, becaufe he had been 
his attention to the ambafiador's fecretary. 
$Wever, did not hinder him from honoring his 
|^^li^||Upii with a vifit. He expe&ed adoration, as 
the li^ ^*he world, and was iadeed received by the 
kufljaji courtiers with all the childifh fondnefs that they 
feel for every Parifian mode. But they did not under- 
hand him, and as he did not like to lofe money at play, 
xhey did not long court his company. He found his 
pupil too clearfighted. Ces philofophes, faid fhe, font 
ieaux) vus de loin ; mais de plus pres, it diamant parait 
iryjial. He had contrived a poor ftory ? by which he 
hoped to get his daughter married in parade, and porti- 
oned by her Majefty — but it was feen through, and he 
jwas difapgointed. 

When we fee the ineffic^cy of this refined humanity 
on thefe two apoiiles of philofophicai virtue, we fee 
ground for doubting of the propriety and expediency of 
,trufting entirely to it for the peace and happinefs of a 
ftate, and we fhould be on our guard when we liften to 
the florid fpeeches of the Brother Orator, and his con- 
gratulations on the emancipation from fuperftition and 
rbppreffion, which will in a ihort time be effectuated by 
ihe Chevaliers Bienfaifants^ the Philalethes^ or any other 
*fe& of cofmo-politica} Brethren, 
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1 do* not mean by atlttli& tb maintain, that the Mafbrf 
Lodges were the fole corrupters of the public nrind iA 
France.— No. — In all nations that have made nurcft 
progrefs in cultivation, there is a great tendency to cor- 
ruption, and it requires aH xhe vigrfemcer and exertion* 
of roagiftrates, an4 df moral «iftrti8k>r$, to prevent thd 
fp reading of licentious principles arid maxims of con^ 
du8. They arife nafeurfcHy of thetrifelves, as? weeds iri 
a rich foil ; and, like weed** they are pemitibus, only 
becaufe they are, \\4*ei*e they fli^ukl not b£, in a cuhK 
vated field. Virtue is ihe cultivation fcf ib6 hittrta* 
foul* arid not the mere pcjffe&on of gddd diff>A&tions } 
ill men bavethe&, and eccafionly exhibit the*il. But 
virtue ftippofes t^rttofc ; Arid, as the hufoendtfcan mult 
be incited to hid laborious taflc by fome cogent motive^ 
fo muft man be prompted to that ^xertiori \\#iich is ne* 
cetFary on the part of every individual for the very ext. 
i Hence of a great focicty : For matv is indolent, and he 
is luxurious ; he wifhes for enjoyment* and this witk 
little trouble- Ihe lefs fortunate envy the enjoyments 
<of others, aad repine at their own inability to obtain the 
like. They fee the idle in affluence. Few> even of 
good men, have the candour, nay, I may call it the 
wifdom, to think on the attivify aftd? the fobotar which 
ttad procured thefe comforts to > thfc rich, 6r tb their ai?- 
ceftors ; and to believe that they are idle only becaufe 
they are wealthy, but would be aftive if they wfete netf- 
dy. Such fporrtaneous rdk&ions cannot be expected 
in perfons who are engaged in Unceafing labour, to prd- 
cure a very moderate fhare (in their eftimatiori at lead) 
of the comforts of life. Yet fuch refle&ions would, ih 
the main, be juft, and furely they would greatly tend tb 
quiet the minds of the enfuceefofuU * • 
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" ^Ttes excellent purpofe may be greatly forwarded by 
'4l hatioi&l'eftablifftment for moral inftru&ion ancf admo- 
*riition ; and if the public inftruftors ftiould add ill the 
motives to Virtuous moderation which are fuggefted by 
the eonfiderations of gbnuine religion, every advice 
would have a tenfold influence. Religious and moral 
inftru&ions are therefore, in their own nature, unequi- 
vocal fupports to that moderate exertion of the~aUthority 
arifing from 'civil fubordination, which the moft reffinejl 
philkndiropift or-cofmopoiite acknowledges to be necef- 
faxy for the very exiftfence of a great and cultivated fo- 
ciety. I have riever feen k fchfeme of Utopian hdppinefs 
-that did not contain fdme fyftem of l educattoh, and I 
; danftot conceive auy fyftem of education of which. mo- 
ra! inftruftion is not a principal part. : Such eftablifli- 
-ments are drft&tes of nature, and obtrude themfelves on 
themind of every perfon who Begins to form plans of 
ciVH union. And in all exifting focieties they have in- 
deed been formed, and are confidered* as the greateft 
correfrbr and foother of thofe difcon tents that are una- 
voidable in the minds of the unfuCcefsful and the unfor- 
tunate. The magiftrate, therefore,* whqfe pr6feflionil 
habits lekd hini frequently t6' exert* him felf for the J main- 
tenance of public peace, cannot but fee the advantages 
of fuch ftated remembrancers of our duty. He will v 
diferefore Support and cherifh this public eftablifhment,. 
whichr fo"*etidemly aflifts him in his beneficerit and itA- 
portant kbqurs. • " '"\ 

. But £11 the evils of feciety do not fpring frotaHhe dis- 
contents and the yicss of the popr. , The rich come in 
For a large and a confpicuous {hare. They frequently 
abufe their advantages. Pride and haughty behaviour 
on their pan rankle in the breaft^ and affe£t the tempers 
' G 
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of their inferiors, already fretted by the hardfhips of their 
own condition. The rich alfo are luxurious ; and are 
often needy. Grafping at every mean of gratification, 
they are inattentive to the rights of inferiors whom they 
defpife, and, defpifing, opprefs. Perhaps their own fu- 
periority has been acquired by injuftice. Perhaps moft 
fovereignties have been acquired by'opprelEon. Prin- 
ces and Rulers are, but men ; as fuch, they abufe many 
of their greateft bleffings. Obferving that religious 
hopes make the good refigned under the hardfhips of the 
prefent fqene, and that its terrors frequently reftrain the 
bad ; they avail themfelves of thefe obfervations, and 
fupport religion as an engine of ftate, and a mean of 
their own fecurity. But they are not contented with its 
real advantages ; and they are much more afraid of the 
refentment and the. crimes of the offended profligate, 
than of the murmurs of the fuffering worthy. There- 
fore they encourage fuperftition, and call to their aid 
the vices of the priefthood. The priefts are men of like 
paflions as other men, and it is no ground of peculiar 
blame that they alfo frequently yield to the temptations 
of their fituation. They are encouraged to the indul- 
gence of the love of influence natural to all men, and 
they heap , terror upon terror, to fubdue the minds of 
men, and darken their underftandings. Thus, the moft 
honorable of all employments, the moral inftru&ion of 
the ftate, is degraded to a vile trade, and is pra&ifed 
with all the deceit and rapacity of any other trade ; and 
religion, from being the honor and the fafeguard of a 
nation, becomes its greateft difgrace. and curfe. 

When a nation has fallen into this lamentable ftate, it 
is extremely difficult to reform. Although nothing 
would fo immediately and fo completely remove a|l 
ground of complaint^ as the re-eftablifhing private vii> 
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tufc, this^ of all others the leaft likely to be adopted. 
T^rcreally worthy, who fee the mifchief where it really 
is 9 But wh6 vipw this life as the fchool of improvement, 
\md know that man is to be made perfeft through fuft 
^fering, are the laft perfons to complain. The worthlefs 
J «e f tro mpft difcontented, the moft noify in their com- 
plaints, and die le&ft fcrupulous about the means of re- 
wefe 'Not to improve the nation, but to advance them- 
It&esj they turn the attention to the abufes of power 
ioa^ inftuetice. And they begin their attack where they 
ttunk the place mbft defencelefs r and where perhaps they 
expeft affiftance from a difcontented garrifon. They 
attacE fiFperftition, and are not at all folicitous that true 
rt^on fball not fufFer along with it. It is not, per- 
haps, with any drreft intention to ruin the ftate, but 
merely to obtain indulgence for themfelves, and the co- 
operation of the wealthy. They expeEt to be liftened 
tojiy many who wifh for the fame indulgence ; and thus 
it is that religious free-thinking is generally the firft Hep 
of anarchy and revolution. For in a corrupted Jtate, 
perfons of all ranks have the fame licentious wifhes, and 
ifftiperftitious fear be really an ingredient of the human 
ratpd, it requires fome Jlruggle to fhake it off. No- 
is fo effectual as rhutual encouragement, and 
tfierefore all join againft prieftcraft ; even the rulers 
^forget their intereft, which fhould le^d them to fupport 
itv In fuch a llate, the pure morality of true religioii 
Vajiilhes from -the fight. There is commonly no re- 
mains of it in the religion of the nation, and therefore 
all goes together. 

Perhaps there never was a nation where all thofe co- 
operating caufes had acquired greater ftrength than in 
'France. Oppreffions of all kinds were at a height* 
The luxuries of life were enjoyed e&elufively by tha 
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upper clafles, and this in- the higheft decree of refii^ 
nient ; fo that the defires of the reft were whetted to the 
litmoft. Religion appeared in its worft form, and feem- 
ed calculated folely fox procuring eftabli foments for th? 
younger fonsof the infolent and ufelefs nobleffe. Tbp 
morals of the Wgher orders of the .clergy and of the laity 
were equally corrupted. Thoufands of literary men 
were excluded by their ftation from all hopes of advancer 
ment to the more refpe&abie offices in the church. 
Thefe vented their difcontents as far as there was fafety t 
and were encouraged by many of the upper claffesj wh? 
joined them in their fatires on the priefthood. Th$ 
clergy oppofed them, it is true, but feebly, becaufe 
they could not fupport their .oppofttion by examples of 
their own virtuous behaviour, but were always pbliged 
to have recourfe to the power of the church, theyejy 
objeQ: of hatred and difguft. The whole nation became 
infidel, and when in a few in fiances a worthy Cure ifr 
jered the fmall ftill voice * of true religion, it was pot 
heard amidft the general noife of fatire and reproach^ 
The mifconduft of adminiftratign, and the abufe of the 
public treafures, were every day growing more impu- 
dent and glaring, and expofed the government to con- 
tinual criticifm. But it was ftill too powerful to fuffer 
this to proceed to extremities ; while therefore infidelity 
and loofe fentiments of morality paflfed unpunifhed, it 
was ftill very hazardous to publiih any thing againft the 
ftate. It was in this refpeflt. chiefly, that the Mafon 
X-odges contributed to the difTemination of dangerous 
opinions, and they were employed for this purpqfe all 
over the kingdom. This is not an affertion hazarded 
merely on* account of its probability. Abundant proof 
% jwill appear by and by,' that the moft turbulent characr 
jersin the nation frequented the Lodges. We cannot 
4oubt, but that under this covert they indulged their 
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faAious difpofitions.; la ay,* we Stall find the gfeat$ftip«t 
pf the Lodges of France* converted, it* the courfeof * 
yery few weeks* into corresponding political focie&es. ; 

But it is now time to turn our eyes to the progrefs of 
►Free Mafonry in Germany and the north of Europe * 
there it took a more ferious turn. Free Mafonry was 
Imported into Germany fomewha| la$e* th^n into France^ 
jThe firft German Lpdgp that we have any account of, is 
^hat at Cologne, erected in 17 46, but very foon fup^ 
^preEed. Bef&re the year 1725 there were many, botk 
in Proteftaty and Catholic Germany. Thofe of Wetz* 
lar, Frankfort on the Mayne, Brunfwick, and Ham- 
burg, are the oldeft, aad their priority is doubtful. All 
pf them received their inftitution from England, and 
&ad patents from a mother Lodge in London, All feem 
to Mve got the myftery through the fame channel, thf 
fcanilhed friends of tjae Stuart family. Many of thefe 
were Catholics,, aad entered into the fervice of Auttri* 
jtad the Catholic princes. 

The trae hofpitality, that is no where #or£ canfpi^ 
ruous than in the character of the Germans, made thii 
inftitutipn a m^ft agreeable and ufeful paffport to thefe 
gentlemen; and as many of them were in military fta* 
tions,, and ingarrifon, they found it a very eafy matter 
jto fetup Lodges in all parts of Germany. Thefe af- 
forded a very agreeable paftime to the officers, who had 
Jittle to occupy theiri, and were already accultomed to 
a fubordinatjon which did not affect their vanity on ac- 
count of fanjily diltinctions. As the Enfign and the 
Jpeneral were equally gentlemen, the allegory or play of 
upiverfal Brotherhood was neither novel nor difgufting. 
Free Mafonry was then of the fimpleft form, conhliing 
of the three degrees oL Apprentice, Fellow-craft, and 
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Matter. It is remarkable, that the Germans had b«n 
long accuftomed to the word, the fign, and the gripe of 
the Mafons, and fome other handicraft trades. In ma- 
ny parts of Germany there was a diftin&ion bf opera- 
tive Mafons into Wort-Maurers and Schrift-Maurer$. 
The Wort-Maurers had no other proof to give of their 
having been regularly brought up to the trade of build- 
ers, but the word and figns ; the Schrift-Maurers had 
written indentures to fhew. There are extant and M 
fbrce, borough-laws, enjoining the Matters of Mafons 
to give employment to journeymen who had the proper 
words and fign. In particular it appears, that fome ci- 
ties had more extenfive privileges in this refpeft than 
others. The word given at Wetzlar, the feat of the 
great council of revifion for the empire, entitled the pof- 
feffor to work over the whole empire. We may infer 
from the procelTes and decffions in fome of thofe muni- 
cipal courts, that a matter gave a word and token fo* 
each year's progrefs of his apprentice. He gave the 
word of the incorporated Imperial city or borough or 
which he depended, and alfo a word peculiar to himfelf, 
by which all his own pupils could recognife each other. 
This mode of recognifance was probably the only docu- 
ment of education in old times, while writing was con- 
fined to a very fmall part of the community. When 
we refle& on the nature of the German empire, a confe- 
deration of fmall independent ftates, we fee that this 
profeflion cannot keep pace with the other mechanic arts, 
unlefs its pra&itioners are invefted with greater privile* 
ges than others. Their great works exceed the ftrength 
of the immediate neighbourhood, and the workmen, 
mutt be brought together from a diftance. Their affo- 
ciation mull therefore be more cared for by the public* 
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v _3^hen Englifh Fre$ Mafonry was carried into Ger- 
many, it was hofpitably received* . It required little eP 
foh to give it refpe&ability, and to make it the occupa- 
tion of a gentleman, and its fecrets and myfteries Were 
not fuch novelties as in France. It fpread rapidly, and 
the, fimple topic of Brotherly love was fufficient for re- 
commending it to the honeft and hofpitable Germans. 
£ut it foon took a very different turn. The German 
xharafter is the very oppofite of frivolity. It tends to 
feriouihefs, and requires ferious occupation. The Ger* 
mans ^re eminent for their turn for inveftigation ; and 
perhaps t^ey indulge this to excefs. We call them 
plodcpng and dull, becaufe we have little relifli for en- 
quiry ifor its own fake. But this is furely the occupa- 
tion of a rational nature, and deferves any name but ftu- 
pidity. At the fame time it mull be acknowledged, that 
t&e ^irit of enquiry requires regulation as much as any 
propenfity of the human mind. But it appears that the 
Germans are no^ nice in their choice of their obje&s ; 
, it appears that Angularity, and wonder, and difficulty of 
rffearch, are to them irrefiftible recommendations and 
incitements. They have always exhibited a ftrong hank- 
ering after every thing that is wonderful, or folemn, or 
terrible ; and in fpite of the great progrefs which men 
have made in the courfe of thefe two laft centuries, in 
the knowledge of nature, a progrefs too in which we 
lhould be very unjuft if we did not acknowledge that 
the Germans have been generally in the foremoft ranks, 
the grofs abfurdities of magic, exorcifm, witchcraft, for- 
tune-telling, tranfmutation of metals, and univerfal me- 
dicine, have always had their zealous partizans, who 
have liftened with greedy ears to the nonfenfe and 
jargon of fanatics and cheats ; and though they every 
day law examples of many who had been ruined or ren- 
♦dered ridiculous by their credulity, every new pretender 
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.to feotets found rtttrtbers rea<Jy ibitften to hirb, aiitl tc*. 
*on. over the feme courfe* T 

Free Mafonryv|>r6feffing«4yfteriesyinftandy roufedaR 
itb£fe*people,and the Lodge* appeared to the ad venturers 
^who wanted to ptofit by the enthufraftti or the avatffcd of 
•their dupes, the fitteft places in the worlS for the fcenfe 
«of their* operatidns. The Rofytr&cian^ ^(fer£ ; the*firft 
<who availed themfelves of the /D^porttinity. "^his^wrafifc 
not the Soctety which had appeared formerly under thset 
ifartie, and was now extinft ; but a fet of ■Akhymift^r pre- 
tenders to the tranfmutation of metals ahdith^ lini'verfiQ- 
♦medicine, who, the better to inveigle their votaries, had 
mixed with their own tricks a good deal of the abfuid 
-fuperftitions of that (eft, in order to give a greater air eff 
-my fiery to the whole, to protraft the time of inftruftiori, 
and to afford more room for evafions, by making fd ma- 
ny difficult conditions neceffary for perfeQing the grand 
work, that the unfortunate goll, who hid thrown awaty 
his time and his money, might believe that the faakofe 
was owing to his own incapacity or unfitnefs 'for beirig 
the poffeflbr of the grand fecret. Thefe cheats found, 
it convenient to make Mafonry one oft their condition^, 
and by a fmall degree of art, perfuaded their pupil& that 
they were the only true Mafons. Theft Rofycruciaia 
Lodges were foon eftablifhed, and became humferouS, 
becaufe their myfteries were addreffed, both to the eft- 
riofity, the fenfuality, and the avarice of men. They 
became a very formidable band, adopting the conftitii- 
tion of the Jefuits, dividing the Fraternity into circles, 
each under the management of its bwn fuperior, knowti 
to the prefident, bin unknown to the; individuals of the 
Lodges. Thefe fuperiors were connefted with each 
other in a way known only to themfelves, and the whole 
was under one General. At leaft this is the account 
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T**tfch> &ey wife to be believed; If it be juft, nothing 
but the abfurdity of the oftenfible motives of their occu- 
pations could have prevented < this combination from 
carrying on fchenles big with hazard to the peace of the 
worfcL But the Rofycnician Lodges have always been 
confiderttd by other Free Mafons as bad Societies, and 
q»*grofs fchifitiatici. This did not hinder* however, their 
alchemical and medical fecrets from being frequently 
introduced into the Lodges of fimple Free Mafonry ; 
and in like manner, exorcifm, or ghoft-raifing, magic, 
and other grofs foperftitions, were often held out in 
their meetings as attainable myfteries, which would ba 
immenfe acquifitions to the Fraternity, without any ne- 
ceffity-of admitting albngwith them the religious defiri- 
toro of the Rofycrucians* 

In 1743, a Baron Hunde, a gentleman of honorable 
eharafter and independent fortune, was in Paris, and 
got acquainted with the Earl of Kilmarnock and fome 
other gentlemen who were about the Pretender, aftcl 
learned from them that they had feme wonderful fecretfc 
in their Lodges* He wa& admitted, through the medium 
of that nobleman, and of a Lord Clifford, and his Ma- 
ionic patent was figned George (faid to Be the fignature ' 
xd Kilmarnock). Hunde had attached hhnfclf to the 
fortunes txf the Brfttdnder, in hopes (as he feys himfelf) 
of rifing in the world under his prote&ion. The migte 
~ ty fecret was this. When the Order of Knights Tern- 
plars wass abolifhed by Philip the Fair, and cruelly per- 
fecuted, fome worthy perfons efcaped, and took refuge 
ia the Highlands of Scotland, where they concealed 
.thsmfelves in caves. Thefe perfons pofielFed the true 
:fecretsof Mafonry, which had always been in that Or- 
* deary having been acquired by the Knights, during their 

H 
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fervicesinthd E&ft, from the pilgrims whom they occt* - 
fionally prote&ed or delivered. The Chevaliers dc la 
Rofe-Croix continued to have the fame duties as for- 
merly, though robbed of their emoluments. In fine* . 
ev^ry true Mafon is a Knight Templar." It is. very 
true that a clever fancy can accommodate the ritual of 
reception of the Chevalier de l\ Epee 9 .&c. to fomething, 
like the inftitution of, the Knights Templars, and per^ ! 
haps this explanation of young Zerobabers pilgrimage*, 
and of the rebuilding of, the Temple by Ezra, is the; i 
irioft fignificant explanation that has been given of the: \ 
meagre fymbols of Free Mafonry. ; 

When Baron Hunde returned to Germany, he exhi-v 
bited to fome friends' his extenfive powers for propagat- \ 
ing this fyftem of Mafonry, and made a few Knights. 
But he wAs not very a&ive. Probably the failure of the 
Pretender's attempt to recover the throne of his anceftors 
had put an end to Hunde's hopes of making a figure. 
In the meantime Free Mafonry was cultivated, with 
zeal in Germany, and many adventurers fpund their ad- 
vantage in fupporting particular fchifms. 

But in 1756, or 1757, a complete revolution took- 
-place. The French officers who were prifoners at 
large in Berlin, undertook, with the aflurance peculiar 
-to their nation, to inftruft the fimple Germans in every 
•thing that embellifties fociety. . They faid, that 1 the 
-homefpun Free Mafonry, which had been imported 
<from England, was fit only for the unpoliihed minds of 
the Britifli ; but that in France it had grown into an 
elegant fyftem, fit for the profeffion of Gentlemen. 
Nay, they faid, that the Englifti were ignorant of true 
;Mafonry, and polfeffed nothing but the introdu&ion to 
it j and $ven this was not undsrftood by tbem t When 
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Che ribbands and ftars, with which the French had orni. 
»ented the Order, were fhown to the Germans, they 
xrould not refift the enchantment. ArMr. Rpfa, a French 
•commiflary, brought from Paris>a complete waggon^ 
ioad of Mafonic ornaments, which were all diftributed 
before it had reached Berlin, and he was obliged to-or- 
der another, to furnilh the Lodges of that city. It be- 
came for a while a moft profitable bufinefs to many 
-French officers and commiifaries difperfed over Germa- 
ny, having nothing elfe to do. Every body* gaped for 
•*inftm6tion, and thefe kind teachers were always ready 
to beftow it. In half a year Free Mafonry underwent 
a complete revolution all over Germany, and Cheva- 
liers multiplied without number. The Rofaic fyftem 
was a gofpel to the Mafons, and the poor Britifh fyf- 
tem was defpifed. But the new Lodges of Berlin, as 
tiheyhad been the teachers of the whole empire, want- 
ed alfo to be the governors, and infilled on complete 
~fubje£iion from ali the others. . This ftartled the Free 
Mafons at a diftance, and awaked them from their gol- 
den dreams. Now began a ftruggle for dominion and for 
independency. This made the old Lodges think a little 
. about the whole affair. The refult of this was a coun- 
ter revolution. Though no man could pretend that he 
underftood the true meaning of Free Mafonry, its ori- 
gin, its hiftory, or its real aim, all faw that the interpre- 
tations of their hieroglyphics, and the rituals of the new 
• degrees imported from France, were quite gratuitous. 
It appeared, therefore, that the fafeft thing for them 
was an appeal to the birth-place of Mafonry. They 
fent to London for inftru&ions. There they learned, 
tkat nothing was acknowledged for genuine unfophifti- 
cated Mafonry but the three degrees ; and that the mo- 
ther Lodge of London alone could, by her inftru&ions, 
^prevent the moft dangerous fchifms and innovations* 
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JMany Ledges, therefore, applied ibr patents aftd ik* 
#ru£tions. Patents were eafily made outv and moft 
willingly fent to the aealous Brethren v and thefe we» 
-thankfully received and paid for* But ifcftruftion Ira* 
inot lb eafy a matter. At that time we had nothing btrit 
.the book of conftitutions, drawn up about 1720,-6^ 
-Andferfon and DefaguiHiers, tivo perfoas of little edi*- 
cation, and of low manners, who had aimed at- little 
more than making a pretext, not altogether contempti- 
ble, for a convivial meeting. This, however, was ra- 
ceived with re{pe&. We are apt to fmile at grave men's 
beuig fatisfied with fuch*coarfe and fcamy fare. But it 
was of ufe* merely becaufe ic gave an oftenfible reafon 
for refilling tihe defpottfin of the Lodges :of Berlin. Sd- 
.yeral relpe&able Lodges, particiflariy thsat of Fraakfeart 
;Oathe Mayne, that of Brunfwick, that of Wetzlar^and 
-the Royal Yotfk of Berlin, refolutely adhered to tte 
Eqglifti.fyftem, and denied thcmfelves all the enjoyment 
of the French degrees, rather* than acknowledge the fit- 
. premacy of the Rofaic Lodges of Berlin, 

About the yea* 1764 a new revolution took placa. 
An adventurer, who called himfelf J ohnfon, and paf- 
led himfelf for an EngKftiman, but who was iaeally a 
German or Bohemian named Leucht, faid that he was 
-ambaffador from .the Chapter of Knights Templars jat 
Old Aberdeen in Scotland, fent to teach the Germans 
what was true Mafonry. He pretended to tranfmtfte 
metals, and fome of the Brethren declared that they hafcl 
feen him do it repeatedly. This reached Baron Huiate 
and brought back all his former enthufiafm. There is 
fomething very dark in this part of the hiftory ; for to a 
little Johnfon told his partifans that the only point he 
bad to inform them of was, that Baron Hunde was^tbe 
Grand Matter of the 7th province of Mafonry, wbksh 
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inckdetUfee whole *rf ^Gferamny, and the royal domi- 
-ni&ns of ftuffia. lie &owfed*them a map of the Maft>- 
*i*ic Empire arranged info provinces, «ach df which had 
-dHliiigudfemg'einbletiM. Thefe are ttfken frem ah 
fold forgotten and infignificant book, Typrtii Symbolb 
Divtna etUwmuna, ? pufcti*fhed innfoi. T4vere is not 
-ifce leaft trace in ^tbis feook either ©f Mafenry or t'erop- 
4ars v a&id$he emblems are taken <>ut without the fmaUeft 
•ground of £<5le£ii®n. Some inconfi&ency with the for- 
mer mag»#kent promifes of Johnfonltartied them vet 
firft, but theyacquiefced and fubmkted to Baron Hunde 
ias Grand Mafter of Germany. Soon after Johnfoh 
-turned out to b& a cheat, efcaped, was taken, and put 
dn prifon, where he died. Yet this feems not to have 
arukied the^qredit of Barou Hunde. He erefled Lodges, 
gave a few Ample inftru&ions, all in the fyftem/of Eri- 
gliffa Mafonry, and promifed, that when they had ap- 
jproved ihemfeilves as good Malbns, he would then im- 
part the mighty fecret. After two or three years of no- 
viciate, a convention was held at Akenberg ; and lie 
'told them that his whole fecret was, thai every true Md- 
-fan was a Knight Temfilar. They were aftonifhed, and 
difappointed ; for ihey expe&ed in generaUhat&e would 
-teach them the philosopher's ftone, or ghott-raiiing, or 
magic. After much difcontent, falling out, and dif- 
\pute, many ^Lodges united in this fyftem, made fome- 
^wiiat moderate and palatable, under the $ame of the 
Strict Disciplin arians, Strickten Obfervanz. It 
/Was acceptable to many, becaufe they infifted that they 
were reaily Knights, properly confecrated, though with- 
out temporalities ; and they ferioufly fet themfelves 
ttbout forming a fund which fhould fecure*the<>rder in a 
landed property and revenue, which would give them a 
felpe&able civil exiftence. Hunde declared that his 
whole ettate ihould devolve on the Order. But the 
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vexations which he afterwards met with, and his fall»£ 
in love with a lady who prevailed on him to become Ro- 
man Catholic, made him alter this intention. The Or- * 
der went on, however, and acquired confideraWe cre- 
dit by the ferious regularity of their proceedings ; and, 
although in the mean time a new apoftle of Mylteries, a 
Dr. ZinzendorfF, one of the StriS Obfervanz^ intnv 
duced a new fyftem, which he faid was from Sweden, 
.diftinguilhed by fome of the myftical do6lrines of the 
Swedenborgh fe&, an4 though this fyftem obtained the 
Royal patronage, and a National Lodge was eftabliflied 
at Berlin by patent, Hill the Tempdorden, or Or den dcs 
Striken Obfervanz> continued to be very refpe&able* 
The German gentry were better plealed with a Grand 
Mailer of their own choofing, than with any impofed om 
them by authority* 

During this ftate of things, one Stark, a Proteftant 
divine, well known in Germany by his writings, made 
another trial of public faith. One Gugomos (a pri- 
vate gentleman, but who would pafs for fon to a King 
of Cyprus) and one Schropfer, keeper of a coffee- 
houfe at Nuremberg, drew crowds of Free Mafons 
around them, to learn ghoft-raifing, exorcifm, and al- 
chymy. Numbers came from a great diftance to Weif- 
bad to fee and learn thefe myfteries, and Free Mafonry 
was on the point of another revolution. Dr. Stark was 
•an adept in all thefe things, and contended with Cagli- 
oftro in Courland for the palm of fuperiority. He faw 
that this deception could not long ftand its ground. 
He therefore came forward, at a convention at Braunfch- 
weig in 1772, and laid to the Strid Difciplinarians or 
Templars, That he wa* of their Order, but of the fpi- 
. ritual department, and was deputed by the Chapter of 
K — m— d — t in Scotland, where he was Chancellor, of 
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the Congregation, and had the name of Archidemides y 
Equcs hb Aquila Juha : That this Chapter had the fu~ 
perintendancfc of the Order : That they alone could 
confecrate the Knights, or the unknown fuperiors; and 
that he was deputed to inftruft them in the real princi- 
ples of the Order, and impart its ineftimable fecrets,. 
which could not be known to Baron Hunde, as he 
would readily acknowledge when he fhould eonverfe 
-with. him. Johnfon, he faid, had been a cheat, and 
probably a murderer. He had got fome knowledge 
from papers which he muft have ftolen from a miffio- 
nary, who hfed disappeared, and was probably killed; 
Gugomos and Schropfer.muft have had fome fimilar in- 
formation ; and Schropfer had even deceived him for a 
time. He was ready to execute his commiflion, upon 
their coming under the neceflary obligations of fecrecy 
and of fubmiffion. Hunde (whofe name in the Order 
was the Equti ab Enfe) acquiefced at once, and propo- 
fed a convention, with full powers to decide and accept* 
But a Schubart, a gentleman of character, who was 
treafurer to the Templar Mafons, and had an employ- 
ment which gave him confiderable influence in the Or- 
der, ftrongly diffuaded them from fuch a meafure. The 
moft unqualified, fubmiffion to unknown fuperiors, and 
to conditions equally unknown, was required previous 
to the ! fmalleft communication, or any knowledge of 
; the powers which Archidemides had to treat with them. 
Many meetings were held, and many attempts were 
made to learn fomething of this fpirituaL court, and of 
. what they might expeft from them. Dr. Stark, Baroa 
Weggenfak, Baron Von Raven, and fome others of 
his coadjutors iri the Lodges at Koninglberg in Prufli?, 
and at Wifmar, were received into the QRler. But ia 
vain— nothing was obtained from thefe ghoftly Knighta 
hut fome inlignificant ceremonials of receptions aai 
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ccmfccrations* Of thi* kind ot novelties they were afc 
j«ady heartily fick ; and though they ali panted after 
the expe&ed wonders, they were fb much frightened* 
fcy the unconditional fubraiflion, that they could come* 
to no agreement, and the fecrets of the Scotch Congre- 
gation* of K — m— -d— -t ftili remain with Dr. Stark; 
They did, however, a fen lible thing; they fen t a depu- 
tation to Old Aberdeen, to erupsire after the cave? 
fchere their venerable myfteries where known, . and their 
trca&rres were hid. They had, as they thought, me^ 
rited fome more confidence ; for they had remitted an-i 
mud contributions to thefe unknown fuperaorsy to tbo 
amount of forae thoufends of rix-dollars. But alas* 
their ambaffadors found the Free Mafons of Old Aber- 
deen ignorant of all this, and as eager to learn from the 
ambaffadors what was the true origin and meaning of 
free Mafonry, of which they knew nothing but the 
fimple tale of Old Hiram* This broke Stark's credit; 
but he ftill infifted on the reality of his commiffion, and 
laid that the Brethren at Aberdeen were indeed ignorant, 
imt that he had never faid otherwife ; their expectations 
from that quarter had retted on the fcraps purloined by 
Johnfon. He reminded them of a thing well known t» 
themfelves ; that one of them had been fent for by a dy- 
ing nobleman to receive papers on this fubje&, and that 
his vifit having been delayed a few hours by an unavoid- 
able accident, he found all burnt but & fragment of a 
capitulary and a thing in cypher, pan of whicb he (Dr. 
Stark) bad explained to them. They had employed 
another gentleman, a Hv Wachter, no make fimilar en- 
quiries in Italy, where Schropfer and others (even 
iHunde) had told them great fecrets were to be obtained 
'from the Pretender's fecretary Approfi, and others. 
Wachter told them, that all this was a fiQion, but that 
*hc had fe^n at Florence fome Brethren. from -the Holy 
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Land, who really poffefed wbriderfal fecrets, "which ha 
was willing .to impart, on proper ^conditions* Thefey 
however, they could not accede to ; but they were cru-> 
elly tamueikbp feeing Wachter, who had \ loft Germa- 
ny in jfeber circumftances, now a man of great weal tb 
and expence. He would not acknowledge that he had 
got the fecret of gold^making from the; Afta tic Brethren* 
but £ud that no man had . any^right^o a£k binvhow ha 
had come by bis fottuns* It was enough rtbat he:be^ 
haved honorably, and owed no man any thirig. - He 
broke off all connexions with them, and left them in 
great diftrdk about their Order, and pan ting after hia 
&crets. Rifim tituatis amicu • j 

Stark, in revenge for the oppofition he had met with 
from Schubart, left no ftone unturned to hurt him with 
his Brethren, and fueceeded, fo that he left them in dif* 
guft. Hunde died about this time. A book appeared, 
called, The Stumbling Block and Rock of Offence, which 
hetr^yed (by their own confeffion) the whole fecrets of 
the Order of Templars, and foon made an end of it y 
<aa far as it went beyond the fimple Englifh Mafonry. > 

Thus was tiie faith of Free Maforis quite unhinged in 
Germany. But the rage for ipyfteries and wander was 
not in the leaft abated ; and die habits of thefe fecret af- 
femhlies were becoming every day more craving. Di& 
fcnfion and fchiftn was: multiplying in every quarter; 
and the Inftitutfon, mftead of being an incitement to 
mutual complaifance aa& Brotherly4ove, had become a 
fburce of contention, and of bitter enmity* Not fatis- 
fied with defending the propriety of its own Inftitutions, 
each Syftem of Free Mafonry was bufy in enticing away 
the parofenrof other Syfterms y Ihut'thm Lodges ag&inft 

I 
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each other, and proceeded even to vilify and perfecnte 
the adherents of every Syftem but their own. 

Thefe animofities arofe chiefly from the quarrels 
aboufcprecedency, and the arrogance (as it was thought^ 
of the patent Lodge of Berlin, in pretending to have 
any authority in the other parts of the Empire. But 
thefe pretenfions were not the refult of mere vanity* 
The French importers of the new degrees, always true 
to the glory of their nation, hoped by this means to fe- 
cure the dependence even of this frivolous Society; per- 
haps they might fortfee political ufes and benefits which 
might arife from it. One thing is woatth notice : Th« 
French Lodges had all emanated from the great Confe- 
deration under the Duke de Chartres, and, even if we 
had no other proof, we might prefume that they would 
cultivate the fatne principles that chara&erifed that Se&. 
But we are certain that infidelity and laxity of moral 
principles were prevalent in the Rofaic Lodges, and 
that the obfervation of this corruption had offended many 
of the fober oldfafliioned Lodges, and was one great 
caufe of any check that was given to the brilliant Ma- 
fonry of France. It is the obfervation of this circum- 
ftance, in which they all refembled, and which foon 
ceafed to be a diftinftion, becaufe it pervaded the other 
Lodges, that induced me to expatiate more on this hif- 
tory of Free Mafonry in Germany, than may appear to 
my readers to be adequate to the importance of Free 
Mafonry in the general fubj eft-matter of thefe pages* 
JBut I hope that it will appear in the courfe of my nar- 
ration that I have not given it greater value than it de- 
fences. 

About this very time there was a great revolution of 
the public mind in Germany, and fcepticifm, infidelity, 
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«nd irreligion, not only were prevalent in tha minds and 
manners of the wealthy and luxurious, and of the pro- 
fligate of lower ranks, but began to appear in the pro- 
fusions of the prefs. Some circumftances, peculiar to 
-Germany, occafioned thefe declenfions from the former 
•acquieftence in the faith of their forefathers to become 
more uniform and remarkable than they would other* 
wife have been. The Confeffions of Germany are the 
Roman Catholic, the Lutheran (which they call Pro- 
teftant) and the Calvinift (which they call Reformed). 
Thefe are profeffed in many fmall contiguous principa- 
lities, and thefe is hardly one of them in which all the 
three have not free exercife. The defire of making 
profelytes is natural to all ferious ppofeffors of a rational 
faith, and was frequently exercifed. The Roman Ca- 
tholics are fuppofed by us to be particularly zealous ; 
and the Proteftants (Lutherans and Calvinifts) were 
careful to oppofe them by every kind of argument, 
among which thofe of ridicule and reproach were not 
fpared. The Catholics accufed them of infidelity re- 
fpe&ing the fundamental do&rines of Chriftianity which 
they profeffed to believe, and even with refpeQ: to the 
<lo£trines of natural religion. This accufation was long 
very {lightly fupported ; but, of late, by better proofs. 
The fpirit of free inquiry was the great boaft of the Pro- 
teftants,* and their only fupport againft the Catholics^ 
fecuring them both in their religious and civil rights. 
It was therefore fapported by their governments. It is 
not to be wondered at that it fhould be indulged to ex- 
cefs, or improperly, even by ferious men, liable to er- 
ror, in their difputes with the Catholics. In the pro- 
gress of this conteft, even their own Confeffion did not 
cfcape criticifm, and it was afferted that the Reforma- 
tion which thofe Confeffions exprefs was not complete, 
further Reformations were propofed. The Scriptures* 
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I the foundation of our feith, were exwniitcd by clergy - 

• men of very different capacities, difpofiticrtis, and view*, 
-till explaining, Gorreftiiig, ^Hegorifing, and other- 

* wife twifting the Bible, men's minds had hardly any thing 
left to reft on as a do&rine of revealed religion. This 
encouraged others tb go fertber, and to fay that revela- 
tion was a folecififi, as pTainly appeared by the irrecoa- 
ciieafcle differehces among thefe Erilighteners (fb they 

• •wete called) of the public, and that man had nothing to 
. txuft to butlhe cUQatesof natural reafort. Another ftt 
- of writers, proceeding from this as a point already fet- 
tled, proscribed all religion whateveiyand openly taugkt 
the do&rines of materialifm and atheifm. Mo ft of 
thefe innovations were the work of Proteftant divines, 
from the caufes that I have mentioned. Teller, Semler, 
Eberhardt, Leffing, Bahrdt* Riem, and Shukz* had 
the C&ef hand in all thefe innovations. But no man 

, contributed »more than Nitholai, an eminent and leam- 
/ed tbookfeller in Berlin. He has been for many years 
♦the publisher of a periodical work, called ihe General 

* German -Library (Algemein dtutfche Bibliothck) con fitt- 
ing of original differtations, and reviews of the writings 

; of others* The great merit of this work, on account of 
many learned dilfertations which appear in it, has pro* 
cured it great inflttenceon that clafs ofreaders whofe ki- 
fure or capacity did not allow them a more profound 
kind of reading. This is the bulk of readers in evety 
country. Nicholai gives a decided preference to the 4 
writings of the Enlighteners, and in his reviews treats 
them with particular notice, makes the public fully ac- 
quainted with their works, and makes the mod favora- 
ble comments ; whereas the performances of their oppo- 
nents, or more properly fpeaking, the defenders of the 

. National Creeds, are neglected, omitted, or barely men- 
tioned, or they are criticifed with every feverky of ridi- 
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-Cute *A& reproach. Hfe fell upon a very fare method 
*of refxteriftg the orthfotftw* 'writers difagreeable to the 
-public, by reprefentihg them as the abetters of fuperfti- 
»tit#r, ami as fecret Jefiitts* Heaflerts, that the aboli- 
tion etf the Order of Loyola it only apparent. The 

* Brethren ftall main their connexion, andanoft part of 
*beir propfcfty,^. undfcr the fee ret patronage of Catholic 

* Pritites. They airtff therefore, in every corner, in every 
'habit and charttOter^ working wkh unwearied aeal for 
:tfie tdtoratfcm <5f their empire. He raffed a general 
.alarm, *and made a journey through Germany, burning 
-for Jefiiit^ and for this purpofe, became Free Mafbn 
*and Rofycracian, being introduced by his friends G^- 
ftlicke and Bitter, tlefgymen, publishers of the Berlin 
iMtmtfchrift, and mdft zealous promoters of the new 
*do&mie$. This favor he has repaid at his return, by 

* betraying the myfteries -of the Lodges, and numberiefs 
? fa lfe hoods. His journey -was publilhed in feveral vd- 
riumies, and is full of frightful Jefuitifms. This man, as 
-I haTe faid* found the greateft fuccefs in his method of 

flandering the defenders of Bible* Chriftianity, by itprd- 
.ftnting them as concealed Jefuits, But$ not contented 

with-open difcuffion y he long ago publiftied a fort of 

romance, called Scbaldus Nothanker, in which thefe di- 
vines ard introduced under feigned names, and made 
•as ridiculous and deteftable as pofiible. All this was a 

good trading job ; for fceptical and free-thinking wri- 

* tings have every -where a good, market ; and Nicholai 
; was not only reviewer, but publifher, having preffes in 
different cities of the Empire. The immenfe literary 
mamifa&ure of Germany, far exceeding that of any na- 
tion of Europe, is carried on in a very particular way. 

* The books go in fheets to the great fairs of Leipfitc and 
: Frankfort, twice a-year. The bookfellers aieet there, 
and fee at one glance the ftate of literature ; and having 
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fpeculated and made their bargains, the books are in- 
ftantly difperfed through every part of the Empire, and 
appear at once in all quarters. Although every Princi- 
pality has an officer for licenfing, it is impoffible to pre- 
vent the currency of a performance, although it may be 
prohibited ; for it is to be had by the carrier at three or 
four miles diftance in another ftate. By this mode of 
traffic, a plot may be formed, and aftually has been 
formed, for giving any particular turn to the literature 
of the country. There is an excellent work printed at 
Bern by the author Heinzmann, a bookfeller, called, 
Appeal to my Country , concerning a Combination of Wri- 
ter and Bookfeller to rule the Literature of Germany^ 
and form the public mind into a contempt for the religion 
end civil eflablifhments of the Empire. It contains a 
hiftorical account of the publications in every branch of 
literature for about thirty years. The author (hows, in 
the moft convincing manner, that the prodigious change 
from the former fatbfa&ion of the Germans on thofe 
fubje&s to their prefent difcontent and attacks from eve- 
ry quarter, is neither a fair pi&ure of the prevailing fen- 
timents, nor has been the fimple operation of things, 
but the refult of a combination of trading Infidels. 

I have here fomewhat anticipated (for I hope to 
point out the fources of this combination,) becaufe it 
helps to explain or illuftrate the progrefs of infidelity 
and irreligion that I was fpeaking of. It was much ac- 
celerated by another circumftance. One Bafedow, a 
man of talents and learning, fet up, in the Principality 
of Arihak-Deffau, a Philanthropine, or academy 
of general education, on a plan extremely different from 
thofe of the Univerfities and Academies. By this ap- 
pellation, the founder hoped to make parents expeft that 
much attention would be paid to the morals of the pu- 
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pils ; and indeed the program* or advertifements by 
-which Bafedow announced his inftitution to the public, 
defcribed it as the profeffed feminary of praftical Ethics. 
Languages, fciences, and the ornamental exercifes* 
were here confidered as mere acceflbries, and the great 
aim was to form the young mind to the love of man* 
kind and of virtue, by a plan of moral education which 
was very fpecious and unexceptionable. But there was 
a circumftance which greatly obftrufted the wide prof- 
pefts of the founder. How were the religious opinions 
of the youth to be cared for ? Catholics, Lutherans, 
and Calvinifts, were almoft equally numerous in the 
adjoining Principalities ; and the exclufion of any two 
of thefe communions would prodigioufly limit the pro* 
pofed ufefulnefs of the inftitution. Bafedow was a man 
of talents, a good fcholar, and a perfiiafive writer. He 
framed a fet of rules, by which the education fhould be, 
condufted, and which, he thought, ifrould make every 
parent eafy ; and the plan is very judicious and manly. 
But none came but Lutherans. His zeal and intereft 
in the thing made him endeavour to iritdteft others; and 
he found this no bard matter. The people of condition, 
and alt fenfible men, faw that it would be a v£ry great 
advantage to the place, could they induce men to fend 
their children from all the neighbouring ftates. What 
we wifti, we readily believe to be the truth ; and Bafe- 
* dow's plan* and reafonings appeared complete, and had 
the fupport of all claffes of men. The moderate Cal- 
vinifts, after fome time, were not averfe from them, and 
the literary manufafture of Germany was (bon very bu- 
fy in making pamphlets, defending, improving, attack- 
ing and reprobating the plans. Innumerable were the 
proje&s for moderating the differences between the 
three Chriftian communion* of Germany, and making 
it poffible for the members of them all* not only to live 
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amicably arhoog eaeb ether, and $(r wbfffiip God it} iter 
feme church, bat even to communicate together. This 
attempt naturally gave rife tp much fpeeulation and 
jpnement ; and the propofals foi apieadtnqnt pf the for* 
Brolas and the roftru&ions from tkt pulpit were profe* 
cuted with fo rftuch keennefs, that the ground-work* 
Chriftianity, was refined and refinqd* till it vanijhed 
altogether, leaving Beifm* or Natural* q? 9 as it wa* 
called, Philofophical Religion, in its place., I am not 
much miftakenas ;to hiftorical fa£h, wheni fay, that 
the aftonifliing change in itligious doQrina which h& 
taken place in Proteftant Germany within > tibefelaft 
thirty yeirs was chiefly occaficped by this fchisme of 
Bafedow's. The pre-difpofing caufes exifted, indeed* 
and were general aind . powerful, and the difoidet b*4 
already broken out. But this fpecious and eofkiag 
objeQ: firft gave a title to Proteftant clergyman to pot td 
their hand without rife of being cenfured, . ; 

Bafedow corre&ed, and torreflted again* but natmtt 
Catholic came m the Philamhropine. He fegms to haYi 
thought that the beft plan would be, to banifh all po& 
tive religion whatever, and .that he; would .the© >bc/ fur* 
of Catholic febolars. Cardinal Pubois was ,fo far right 
with refpeft to the firft Catholic , pupil Of the cJwdfc 
He had recommended a man of his own ftamp to JLotfia 
XIV. to fiU foaae important officK Tlie aEfenicch wai 
aftonifhed, and toid the Cardinal, 1 ?diat " thai would 
never do, for the man was a Janfenift ^ Eh ! que nm, 
Sar^'-faidthe Cardinal, * 6 il tiefi fi^Aikn ;" all was 
fafe, and the man got the priory. But though all wafc 
in vain, Bafedow's Pbilaathropine at Deffau got a high 
character. He publifhed many volumes; on education 
;that have much meritr r 
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It were well had this been all. But moft tmfortu-* 
nately, though moft naturally, writers of loofe moral 
principles and of wicked hearts were encouraged by the 
impunity which the fceptkai writers experienced, and 
ventured to publifh things of the vileft tendency, inflamr 
ing the paffions and j uftifying licentious manners. Thefe 
maxims are congenial with irreligion and Atheifm, ancf 
the books found a quick market. It was chiefly in tht 
Pruffian States that this went on. The late King was* 
to fay the beft of him, a naturalift, and, holding this 
life for his all, gave full liberty to his fubjefts to write 
*what they pleafed, provided they did not touch on ftate 
matters. He declared, however, to a minifter of his 
-court, long before his death, that he was extremely 
forry that his indifference had produced fuch effefts ; 
that he was fenfible it had greatly contributed* tb hurt 
the peace and mutual good treatment of his fubje&s 
5md he faid, " that he would willingly give up the glory 
of his beft fought batde, to have the fatisfa&ion of leav- 
ing his people in die fame ftate of peace and fatisfa&ioft 
whh their religious eftablifhments, that he found them 
in at his acceffion to the throne." His fucceflbr Frede- 
rick William found that things had gone much too far, 
and determined to fupport the church eftablifhment in 

• the moft peremptory manner ; but at the fame time tb 
- allow perfeft freedom of thinking $nd converfifcg' to the 

profeffersof every chriftiai^ fetith, provided it was en- 
joyed Without disturbing the general peace, or any eri- 
croachment an the rights of thofe already fupported bJy 

* law. He pubKfhed an edi& to this efFe€t, which is re- 
ally a model worthy of imitation in every country. 
This was the epoch of a ftrange revolution. It was at- 
tacked from all hands, and criticifms, fatires, flanders, 
threatetiings, poured in from every quarter, The in- 

K 
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dependency of tlje neighbouring ftates, arid the mo- 
narch's not being a great favorite among feveral of his 
neighbours, permitted the publication of thefe pieces in 
the adjoining principalities, and it was impoflible to 
prevent their circulation even in the Pruffian States. 
Hisedi&was called an unjuftifiable tyranny over the 
conferences of men ; the dogmas fupported by it, were 
called abfurd fuperftitions ; the King's private character, 
and his opinions in religious matters, were treated with 
little reverence, nay, were ridiculed and fcandaloufly 
abufed. This field of difcuffion being thus thrown 
open, the writers did not confine themfelves to religious 
matters. After flatly denying that the prince of any 
country had the fmalleft right to prefcribe, or even di- 
reft the faith of his fubjeQs, they extended their difcuf- 
fions to the rights of princes in general ; and now they 
fairly opened> their trenches, and made an attack in form 
on the conftitutions cf the German confederacy, and 
after the ufual approaches, they fet up the ftandard of 
univerfal citizenfhip on the very ridge of the glacis, and 
fummoned the fort to furrender. The moft daring of 
thefe attacks was a colleQion of anonymous letters on 
the conftitution of the Pruffian States. It was printed 
(or faid to b$ fo) at Utrecht ; but by comparing the 
faults of fome types with fome books printed in Berlin, 
it was fuppofed by all jp be the production of one of. 
Nicholai's preffes. It was thought to be the compofi- 
tion of Mirabeau. It is certain that he wrote a French 
tranflation, with a preface and notes, more impudent 
than the work itfelf. The monarch was declared to be 
a tyrant ; the people are addreffed as a parcel of tame 
wretches crouching under oppreffion. The people of 
Silefia are reprefented as ftill in a worfe condition, and 
are repeatedly called to roufe themfelves, and to rife up 
and alfert their rights. The King is told ; that there is a 
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combination of philofophers (conjuration)' who are 
leagued together in defence of truth and reafon, and 
• v- hich no power can withftand ; that they are to be found 
in every country, and arcconneQed by mutual and fo- 
iemn engagement, and will put in praQice every mean 
of attack. Enlightening, inftru&ion, • was the general 
cry among the writers. The triumph of reafon over 
error, the overthrow of fuperftition ^nd flavifh fear, 
freedom from religious and political prejudices, and 
th§ eftablifhment of liberty and equality, the natural and 
unalienable rights of man, were the topics of general de^ 
clatnation ; and it was openly maintained, that fecret fo- 
cieties, where the communication of fentiment fllould 
be free from every reftraint, was the moft effe&ual 
mean for inftru&ing and enlightening the world. 

And thus it appears, that Germany has experienced 
the fame gradual progrefs, from Religion to Atheifm, 
from decency to diffokitenefs, and from loyalty to re- 
bellion, which has had its courfe in France. And I 
muft now add, that this progrefs has been efFe&ed in 
the fame manner, and by the fame means ; and that 
one of the chief means of fedu&ion has been the Lodges 
of the Free Mafons. The French, along with their 
numerous chevaleries, and ftars, and ribbands, had brought 
in the cuftom of haranguing in the Lodges, and as hu- 
man nature has a conliderable uniformity every where, 
the fame topics became favorite fubje&s of declamation 
that had tickled the ear in France ; there were the fame 
corruptions of fentiments and manners among the luxu- 
rious or profligate, and the fame incitements to the ut- 
terance of thefe fentiments, wherever it could be done 
with fafety ; and I may fay, that the zealots in all thefe 
trafts of free-thinking were more ferious, more grave, 
and fanatical. Thefe are not affcrtions opriori. I can 
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produce proofs. There was a Baron Knigge refidktg a* 
that time in the neighbourhood of Frankfort, of whom 
I (hall afterwards have occafion frequently ta fpeak- 
.This- maa was an enthufiaft m Mafonry from his youth, 
i and had run- through eyery poffible degree of it. He 
was diflattsfiedjwjth them all* and particularly with the 
* frivolity of the French chivalry > but he ftill believed 
, that Mafonry contained invaluable fecrets* He ima- 
gined that he faw aglimpfeof them kuhe cofaio-poli- 
tical and fceptical difcourfes in their Lodges ; he fat 
.down to meditate on thefe, and foon colle&ed his 
thoughts, and found that thofe French orators were right j 
without knowing it % and that Mafonry was pure natu- j 
ral religion and univerfai citizenihip, and that this was j 
alfo true Chriftianity* In this faith he immediately be- \ 
gpn his career of Brotherly love, and publiflied three* 
volutaes of -fefmons ; the firft and third piibtiihed at 
Frankfort, and the fecond at Heidelberg, but without 
. his name. , He publifced alfo a popular fyftem of relti- 
gion. In all thefe publications, of which there are ck- 
trafls in „the Religidns Btgcbtnhtiten^ Chriftianity is cob- 
fidered as a mere allegory, or a Mafonic type of natta- 
ral religion ; the moral duties are fpun into the com- 
mon-place declamations of univerfai benevolence ; and 
the attention is continually dire&ed to the abfurdities 
. and horrjors of fuperftition, the fufferings of the poor, 
. the tyranny andoppreflion of the great, the tricks of the 
, priefts, and the indolent fimplicity and patience of the 
laity and of the common people. The happinefs of the 
patriarchal life, and fweets of univerfai equality and 
freedom, are the burden of every paragraph ; and the 
general tenor of the whole is to make men discontented 
with their condition of civil Subordination, and the re- 
ftraints of revealed religion. 
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, * j&H the proceedings of Knigge in the Mafonic fchifra^ 
ihpw that he was a zealous apoftle of cofmo-politifm, 
♦and that he was continually dealing with people in thp 
rLpdges who were affociated wilh him in propagating 
^thfcfe notions among the $rethren ; fo that we are cei;- 
rfain that fuch ^onverfations were xomraon in the Gec- 
owm Lodges* 

. When the reader considers all thefe circumftances, he 
JVt'iW abate of that furprife which naturally affeQs a Bri- 
i top, when he -reads accounts of conventions for difcuf- 
fiqg and 'fixing the dogmatic tenets of Free Mafonry. 
The perfeft freedom, civil and religious, which we en- 
joy in this happy country, being familiar to every man, 
. we indulge it with calmnefs and moderation, and fecret 
• aQemblies hardly differ from the common meetings of 
* t friends *nd neighbours. We do not forget the expedi- 
ency of civil fubordination, and of thofe diftinftions 
which arife from fecure poffeffion of our rights, and the 
gradual accumulation of the comforts of life in the fami- 
. ljqs of the fober and induftrious. Thefe have, by pru- 
dence and a refpe&able oeconomy, preferved the acqui- 
fitions of their anceftors. Every man feels in his own 
breaft the ftrong call of nature to procure for himfelf 
and his children, by every honeft and commendable ex- 
ertion^ the means of public conhderation and refpeQ. 
No man is To totally without fpirit, as not to think the 
better of his condition when he is come of creditable pa- 
rents, and has creditable connections ; and without think- 
ing that he is *n *&ny refpeft generous, he prefumes that 
others have the fame fentiments, and therefore allows 
the moderate expreflion of them, without thinking it in- 
ference or haughtinefs. All thefe things are familiar, 
are not thought of, and we enjoy them as we enjoy ordi- 
JUfy health, without perceiving it. But in the fame map- 
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Tier as a young man who has been long confined by fick- 
nefs, exiilts in returning health, and is apt to riot in the 
enjoyment of what he fo diftin&ly feels ; fo thofe who 
are under continual check in open fociety, feel this 
emancipation in thefe hidden affemblies, and indulge 
with eagernefs in the* expreffion of fentiments which in 
public they mull fmother within their own breaft. Such 
meetings, therefore, have a zeft that is very alluring, 
and they are frequented with avidity. There is no coun- 
try in Europe where this kind of enjoyment is fo poig- 
nant as in Germany, Very infignificaht principalities 
have the fame rank in the General Federation with very 
€xtenfive dominions. The internal conftitution of each 
petty ftate being modelled in nearly the fame manner, 
the official honors of their little courts become ludi- 
crous and even farcical. The Geheim Hofrath, the 
Hofmarefchal, and all the Kammerhers of a Prince, 
whofe dominions do not equal the eftates of many En- 
glifh Squires, caufe the whole to appear like the play of 
children, and mud give frequent occafion for difcontent 
and ridicule. Mafon Lodges even keep this alive. The 
fraternal equality profefl'ed in them is very flattering to 
thofe who have not fucceeded in the fcramble for civil 
diftinQions. Such perfons become the moft zealous 
Mafons, and generally obtain the aflive offices in the 
Lodges, and have an opportunity of treating with au- 
thority perfons whom in public fociety they muft look 
up to with fome refpeft. 

Thefe confiderations account, in fonje meafure, for 
the importance which Free Mafonry has acquired in 
Germany. For a long while the hopes of learning fome 
wonderful fecret made a German Baron think nothing 
of long and expenfive journies in queft of fome new 
degree. Of late, the cofmo-political doftrines encou- 
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raged and propagated in^the Lodges, and fome hopes of 
producing a Revolution in fociety, by which men of ta- 
lents fhould obtain the management of public affairs, 
feem to be the caufe of all the zeal with which the or- 
der is ftill cherilhed and promoted. In a periodical 
work, publilhed at Neuwied, called Algemein Zeitung 
dcr Freymaurerey, we have the lift of the Lodges in 
1782, with the names of , the Office-bearers. Four- 
fifths of thefe are clergymen, profeffors, perfons having 
offices in the common-law courts, men of letters by 
trade, fuch as reviewers and journalifts, and other pam- 
phleteers ; a clafs of men, who generally think that they 
have not attained that rank in fociety to which their ta- 
lents entitle them, and imagine that they could dif- 
charge the important offices of the ftate with reputation 
to themfelves and advantage to the public. 

The miferable uncertainty and inftability of the Ma- 
fonic faith, which I defcribed above, was not altogether 
theefleftof mere chance, but had been greatly accelerated 
by the machinations of Baron Knigge, and fome other 
Cofmo-politicaV Brethren whom he had called to his af- 
fiftance. Knigge had now formed a fcheme for uniting 
the whole Fraternity, for the purpofe of promoting his 
Utopian plan of univerfal benevolence in a ftate of li- 
berty and equality. He hoped to do this mdre readily 
by completing their embarraffment, and fhewing each 
fyftem how imfirm its foundation was, and how little 
chance it had of obtaining a general adherence. The 
StriBen Obfervanz had now completely loft its credit, 
by which it had hoped to get the better of &11 the reft. 
Knigge therefore propofed a plan to the Lodges of 
Frankfort and Wetzlar, by which all the fyftems might, 
in lome meafure, be united, or at leaft be brought tp a 
ftate of mutual forbearance and intercoijrfe. He pn?^ 
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pofed tliat the Englifh fyftem {hould be taken for the 
ground-work, and to receive all and only.thdfe who had 
taken the three fymbolical degrees, as they wereiaow 
generally called. After thus guarding this genera* point 
of faith, he propofed to allow the validity df every de± 
gree or rank which fhould be received in any Lodge, of 
be made th6 eharaQer of any particular fyftem. Thefe 
Lodges, having lecured the adherence of fevera! ofKeri, 
brought about a general convention at Wiltemfbadin Ha£- 
nauU, where every different fyftem fhoald tormn«mt 
x:ate its peculiar tenets. It was then hopfd, that aftet 
an examination of them all, a coflftituridta might be 
formed, which comprehended every thing that was molt 
•worthy of feleftion, and therefore be far bettor than tbe ac- 
commodating fyftem already defcribed. By this he ho- 
ped to get his favorite fcheme introduced into the whole 
Order, and Fice Mafons made zealous Citizens of the 
World. I believe he was fincere in thefe intentions, 
and had no intention to difturb the public peace. Thfe 
convention was accordingly held, and lafted a long^whild, 
the deputies confuhing about the frivolities of Mafbnry, 
with all the ferioufnefs of ftate-ambaffadors. But theite 
was great fhynefs in their communications ; and Knigge 
was making but fmall progrefs in his plan, when he in&t 
with another Mafon, the Marquis of Conftanfca, who fn 
an inftant converted him, and changed all his meafures, 
by (Showing him that he (Knigge) was only doing by 
halves what was already accompliftied by another Soci- 
ety, which had carried it to its full extent. They im- 
mediately fet about undoing what he had been occupi- 
ed w T ith, and heightened as much as they could the dif- 
fentions, already fufficiehtly great, and, in the mean 
time, got the Lodges of Frankfort and Wetzlar, and fe- 
veral others, to unite, and pick out the beft of the things 
' they had obtained by the communications from the 
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other fyftems, and they formed a plan of what they 
■called, the EcUStic or Syncrkk Mafonry of the United 
Lodges of Germany. They compofed a conftitution, 
Titotftl, and catecbifm, "which has merit, and is indeed 
the compieieft body of Free Mafonry that we have. 

Such was the ftatc of t^is celebrated and myfterious 
Fraternity in Germany in 1776. The fpirit of innova- 
tion had feized all the Brethren. No man could give a 
tolerable account of the origin, hiftory, or objeft of 
<he Order, and it appeared to all as a loft or forgotten 
myftery. The fymbols feemed to be equally fufcepti- 
bleof every interpretation, and none of thefe feem^i 
^mtiiled to any decided preference. 
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I AM now arrived at what I flibuld <a\\ ihegratt 
epoch of Cofmo-politifm, the fcheme communicated to 
Baron Knigge by the Mar chef e di Conjlanza* This 
obliges me to mention a remarkable Lodge of the Eclec- 
tic Mafonry, erefted at Munich in Bavaria, 10.1775, 
under the worfliipful Matter, Profeflbr Baader. It was 
called The Lodge Theodore of Good Counfel. It had its 
conftitutional patent from the Royal York at Berlin, 
but had formed a particular fyftem of its owp, by in- 
ftru&ions from the Loge des Chevaliers Bicnfaifants-at 
Lyons, with which it kept up a correfpondence. This 
refpeQ: to the Lodge at Ijj^ns had arifen from the pre- 
ponderance acquired in general by the French party in 
the convention at Willemflbad. The deputies of the 
Rofaic Lodges, as well as the remains of the Templars, 
and StriSen Qbfervanz, all looking up to this as the too- 
ther Lodge of what they called the Grand Orient de la 
France, confiding (in 1782) of 266 improved Lodges, 
united under the D. de Chartres. 'Accordingly the 
Lodge at Lyons fent Mr. Willermooz as deputy to this 
convention at Willemfbad. Refining gradually on .the 
fimple Britifh Mafonry, the Lodge had formed a fyfteio 
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^of pfa&ic&l morality, which it afferted to be the aim o£ 
genuine Mafonry, faying, that a true Mafbn, and z 
man of upright heart and a&ive virtue, are fynonymous 
chara&ers, and that the great aim of Free Mafonry is 
to promote the happinefs of mankind by every mean in 
our power. In purfuance of thefe principles, the Lodge 
Theodore profeffedly occupied itfelf with (Economical, 
ftatiftical, and political matters, and not only publiflied 
from time to time difcourfcs on fuch fubje&s by the 
Brother Orator, but the Members confidered themfelves 
as in duty bound to propagate and inculcate the fame 
<do£irines out of doors. 

'Of the zealous members of the Lodge Theodore tiie 
moft confpicuous was Dr. Adam Weifliaupt, ProfefTor 
of Canon Law in the univerfity of Iagolttadc This 
perfon had been educated among the Jefuits ; but die 
abolition of their order made him change his views, and 
Irom being their pupil, he became their raoft bitter ene- 
my. He had acquired a high reputation in hk profef- 
lion, and was attended not only by thofe intended for 
the pra&ice in the law-courts, but alfo by the young 
gentlemen at large, in their courfe of general educati- 
on; and he brought numbers from the neighbouring 
ftates to this univerfity, and gave a tan to the ftudies of 
the place. He embraced with great keennefs this op- 
portunity of fpreading the favorite do&rines of the 
Lodge, and his auditory became the feminary of Cof- 
mo-politifm. The engaging pi&ures of the poffible fe- 
licity of a fociety where every office is held by a man of 
talents and virtue, and where every talent is let in a 
place fitted for its exertion, forcibly catches the gene- 
rous and unfufpefting minds of youth, and in a Roman 
Catholic ftate, far advanced in the habits of grofs fuper- 
•ftition {a chara&er given to Bavaria by k$ neighbours) 
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ind abomdibg in monks arid idle dignitaries, the 
pohunities mlift be frequent for obferving the ineonfi- 
derate domihkra of the clergy* and the abje& and J ado* 
lent fubibiffieii of the laity. Accordingly Profeffbr 
Wetfhaupt fays, in his. Apology for Illuminatifm, thai 
Deifm, Infidelity* and Athfeifm are more prevalent m 
Bavaria than in any country he was acquainted with: 
Difcoiirfes, tberefote, in which the abfurdity and horv 
pors of fuperftkkm alid Spiritual tyranny were ftrongly 
paihtfed, could not tail of making a deep knpreffiorv 
1 And during this Aatc of the minds of the Auditory the 
tranfition to general infidelity and irreligion is fo cafy> 
and fo inviting to fonguine youth, prompted perhaps 
fey< a krtfem #Hk that* the' rftftratnls which rfclijfiert . ititpo- 
fes on the expectants of a Suture fta*e might be found* 
cm thquiry, ta be bothing but groundtefs terrors; that 
I imagihe it requires the m oft anxious care of the public 
teacher to keep the minds of his audience imprdfed 
with the rtaJfty and importance of the -great truths of«v 
figion, while he frees thesii from the fliackies of Wind 
and abfurd fuperftkion^ I fear that this celebrated itif 
ftru&or had none of this anxiety, hut was fatisfied with 
his great fuccefs in the laft ^>art of this tafk, the eman- 
cipation of his young hearers from the terrors of fuper r 
ftition. I fuppofe alfa that this was the more agreeable 
to him, as it procured him the triumph over the JefoitSf 
with whom he had ioag ftruggled for the direction of th« 
.aniverfity. 

This was in 1777. Weifhaupt had long been fehem- 
ing the eftablifhment of an Aflbciation or Order, which* 
in time, ftiould govern the world. In his firft fervour 
and iiigh expe&ations, he hinted to feveral Ex-Jefuite 
-the probability of their recovering, under a new name, 
the influence which they formerly poffefled > and of b#- 
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fng Agrfn of great fervicfc to fdciety, by dire&ing th$ 
education Of youth of diftia&ion, now emancipated 
from all civil and religious prejudices. He prevailed 
t»fbine td join him* but they all retraced tm* t^o. 
.After tkifc difappointraent Weifoaupt became the impla- 
cable enemy of *be Jefuits ; and his fangume temper 
made him frequently lay hhnfelf open to their piercing 
eye, and drew on him their keeneft refencroent, and at 
Jaft made him the vi&im *of theijr enmity. 

» 

The Lodge Theodore was the place where the above* 
mentioned do&rines » w«re moft, zealoufly propagated* 
-But Weifliaupt's emiflkries had already procured the 
adherence of many other Lodges ; and the Eclefitic Ma- 
fonry had been brought into vogue chiefly by their ex r 
ertions ai the Willemfbad convention. The Lodge 
Theodore was perhaps lefs guarded in its proceedings* 
for it became remarkable for the very bold fentimentfc 
in politics and religion which were frcqueatly uttered m 
their harangues ; and its members were noted for their 
ieal in making profelytes. Many bitter pafquinades, 
Satires, and other offenfive pamphlets were in fecret cir- 
culation, and even larger works of very dangerous ten- 
•dency, and feveral of them were traced to that Lodge;. 
The Elaftor often expreffed his difappr<^J>ation of fuch 
proceedings, and feat them kind meftfeges, deliring them 
to be careful not to difturb die peace of the country, 
and particularly to recollect the folemn declaration made 
to every entrant into the Fraternity of Free Mafons, 
x u That no fubje£t ef religion Or politics {hall ever be 
touched on in the Lodge a declaration which alone 
jxmld have procured his permiffion of any fecret aJfeHfe- 
bly whatever, and on the fincerity and honor of which 
he had reckoned when he gave his fanclion to their efia « 
bliQiment. But repeated accounts of the fame kind in- 
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crcafed the alarm, and the Eleftor ordered a judicial 
enquiry into the proceedings of the Lodge Theodore. • 

It wa$ then difcovered that this and feveral a fib dated 
Lodges were the nurfery or preparation-fchool foraric*- 
ther Order of Mafons, who called them felves the li'tlti* 
mi nat ed, and that the exprefs aim of this Order ifrasi 
to abolilh Chriftianity, and overturn all civil govtrrv- 
ment. But the refult of the enquiry was very impe*. 
feft and unfatisfaftory. No Illuminati were to be 
found. They were unknown in the Lodge. Some* of 
the members occafionally heard of certain candidates 
for illumination called Minervals, who were fome- 
times feen among them. But whether thefe had been 
admitted, or who received them, was known only to 
themfelves. Som£ of thefe were examined in private 
by the Eleftor himfelf. They faid that they were bdund 
by honor to fecrecy : But they allured the Eleftor, km 
their honor, that the aim of the Order was in the high- 
eft degree praife-worthy, and ufeful both to church ianfd 
liate : But this could not allay the anxiety of the prd;- 
fane public ; and it was repeatedly Hated to the Eleftor, 
that members of the Lodge Theodore had unguardedly 
fpoken of this Order as one that in time muft rule the 
world. He therefore iflued an order forbidding, dur- 
ing his pleafure, all fecret affemblies, and fliutting \tp 
the Mafon Lodges. It was not meant to be rigorouffy 
enforced, but was intended as a trial of the deference eff 
thefe Afibciations for civil authority. The Lodge 
Theodore diftinguifhed itfelf by pointed oppofition, 
continuing its meetings ; and the members, out of doors* 
openly reprobated the prohibition as an abfurd and u»- 
juftifiable tyranny. 
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- .In the beginning of 1783, four profeflbrs of the Ma- 
rianen Academy, founded by the widow of the late 
Elefior, viz. Utfchneider, Coffandey, Rentier, and 
Grunberger, with two others, were futfimoned before, 
the Court of Enquiry, and queftioned, on their alle- 
giance, refpe&ing the Order of the Illuminati. They 
acknowledged that they belonged to it, and when more 
clofcly ^examined, they related feveral circumftances of 
its cpnftitution and principles. Their declarations were 
•ipamediately publllhed, and were very unfavorable. 
*The Order ^?as faid to abjure Chriftianity, and to re ? 
fufe ^miflipn into the higher degrees to all who adher- 
ed tq any of the three confeffions* Senfual ple^fures 
were reftored to the rank they held in the Epicurean 
jphilofopby. Self-murder was juftified on Stoical prin- 
ciple?. In the Lodges death was declared an eternal 
fleep ; patriotifm and loyalty were called narrow-mind- 
ed prejudices, and incompatible with univerfal benevo- 
lence ; continual declamations were made on liberty and 
equality as the unalienable rights of man. The baneful 
influence of accumulated property was declared an in- 
Surmowxtafylc obftacle to the happinefs of any nation 
whofe chief laws were framed for its prote^iQn and in- 
creafe. Nothing was fo frequently difcourled of as the 
propriety of employing, for a good purpofe, the means 
whicfr the wicked employed for evil purpofes s and jt 
was taught, that the preppnderancy of good in the ulti- 
mate refult confecrated every mean employed ; and that 
lyifdom and virtue confifted in properly determining 
this balance. This appeared big with danger ; becaufe 
itj appeared that nothing would be fcmpled at, if we 
, could make it appear that the Order could derive advaa- 
tage from it, becaufe the great object of the Order was 
held as fuperior to every confideration. They con- 
cluded by faying that the method of education made 
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them all Ypies on "each othit arid oh all aroun<f them. 
But all this was denied by the IHttminati. Some of 
them were faid to be abfojknely falfe ; and the reft were 
faid to be miftakes. The apellate* profpflbrs had ac- 
knowledged their ignorance of* many things. Two of 
them weTe only Minervals, another was an Ulurainatua 
of the loweft clafs, and the fourth was but one ftej> far- 
ther advanced. Pamphlets appeared on both fides, witfe 
very little effeft. The Elector called before him ott# . 
of the fuperiors, a young nobletnan, who denied theft 
injurious charges, and faid that they wer6 ready ^o lay 
before his Highnefs their whole archives and all conftiv.; 
tufcional papers. ' ✓ > t 

Notwithftanding all this, the government had receive 
«d fuch an impreffion Of the dangerous tendtehcy of th6 
Order, that the Ele&or iffued another cdi&, forbidding 
all hidden affemblies ; and a third, exprefsly abolifhinij 
tht Order of llluminati. It was followed by a fearcii 
after their papers. The Lodge Theodore was immedi- 
ately fearched, but none wfcre to be found. They fakl 
now that they had burnt them all, as of ho u&i fincfe 
lhat Order was at an end. 

It was now difcovered, that Weilhaupt was the iheaii 
•and founder of the Order. He was deprived of his 

• ProfelTor's chair, and bantflied from the Bavarian 
- States ; but with apenfion of #00 florins, which lie re- 

fufed. He went to Regenfburg, on the confines of 
Switzerland. Two Italians, the Marquis Conftanza 

* and Marquis Savioli, were alfo banifhed, with equal 
penfions (about L. 40) which they accepted. One 
Zwack, a counfellor, holding fome law-office, was alfo 
banifhed. Others were imprifoncd for fome time* 
Weifliaupt went afterwards into the fexvice of the D. 6f 
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Saxe Gotha, a perfon of a romantic turn of mind, and 
whom we lhall again meet with. Zwack went into the 
lervice of the Pr. de Salms, who foon after had fo great 
a hand in the difturbances in Holland, 

By deftroying the papers, all opportunity was loft fat 
authenticating the innocence and ufefulnefs of the Or-* 
der. After much altercation and paper* war, Weif- 
haupt, now fafe in RegenCburg, publifhed an account 
of the Order, namely, the account which was given to 
every Novice in a difcourfe read at his reception. To this 
were added, thp ftatutes and the rules of proceeding^ as 
for as the degree of Illuminatus Minor^ inclufive. This 
account he affirmed to be conform to the real praftice 
of the Order. But this publication did by no means fa- 
tisfy the public mind. It differed exceedingly from the 
accounts given by the four profeflbrs. It made no 
mention of the higher degrees, whjch had been moft 
blamed by them. Befides, it was alleged, that it was 
all a fi&ion, written in order to lull the fufpicions which 
had been raifed (and this was found to be the cafe, ex- 
cept in refpeQ. of the very loweft degree.) The real 
conftitution was brought to light by degrees, and {hall 
be laid before the reader, in the order in which it was 
gradually difcovered, that we may the better judge of 
things not fully known by the conduft of the leaders du- 
ring the deteftion. The firft account given by Weif- 
haupt is correct, as far as I (hall make ufe of it, and 
fhows clearly the methods that were taken to recom- 
mend the Order to ftrangers. « 

The Order of I l l u m i n : at i appears as an acceffory 
to Free Mafonry. It is in the Lodges of Free Mafons 
that the Minervals are found, and there they are pre- 

... M 
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pared for Illumination. They muft have previoufly 
obtained the three Englifli degrees. The founder fays 
8iore. He fays that his do&rines are the only true Freg 
Mafonry. He was the chief promoter of the Edcftic 
Syjlem. This he urged as the beft method for getting 
information of all the explanations which have been gi- 
ven of the Mafonic Myfteries. He was alfo a Strift 
ObftrvanZ) and an adept Rofycrucian. The refult of 
nil his knowledge is worthy of particular remark, atad 
Ihall therefore be given at large. 

a I declare," fays he, u and I challenge all mankind 
to tontradiQ: my declaration, that no man can give any 
account of the Order of Free Mafonry, of its origin, 
of its hiftory, of its objeft, nor any explanation of h$ 
myfteries and fymbols, which does not leave the mind 
in total uncertainty on all thefe points. Every man is 
entitled, therefore, to give any explanation of the fym- 
bois, jand any fyftem of the do&rines, .that he can ren- 
der palatable. Hence have fprung up that variety of 
fyftems which for twenty years have divided the Order. 
The fimple tale of the Englifli, and the fifty degrees of 
the French, and the JCnights of Ba(ron Hiinde, are 
equally authentic, and have equally had the fupport of 
intelligent and zealous Brethren. Thefe fyftems are in 
fa& but one. They have all fprung from the Blue 
Lodge of Three degrees ; take thef^ for their ftandard, | 
and found on thefe all the improvements by which each ; 
fyftem is afterwards fitted to the particular objeft which 
it keeps in view. There is no man, nor fyftem, in the 
world, which can ftiow by undoubted fuccelfion that it 
fhould ftand at the head of the Order. Our ignorance 
in this particular frets me. Do but cpnfider our fhort j 
hiftory of 120 years. — Who will fhow me the Mother 
Lodge? Thofe of London we havq discovered to be 
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felf-ere&ed iri 17*6* Aft for their archives. They tell 
yQU they were burnt. They have nothing hut the 
wretched fophiftications of the Englifhman Anderfon, 
and the Frenchman Defaguiiliers. Where is the Lodge 
of Yarlt, ^hich pretends to the priority, with' their 
King Bouden, and the archives that he brought from 
the Eafl ? Thefe too are all burnt. What is the Chap- 
tdr of Old Aberdeen* and its Holy Clerkate ? Did we 
not find it unkttowri, and the Mafon Lodges there, the 
moft ignorant of all the ignorant, gaping for inftruftiort 
from our deputies ? Did we not find the fame thing at 
London ? And hare not their miffionaries been among 
us, prying into our myfteries, and eager to learn from 
us what is true Free Mafonry ? It is in vain, therefore, 
to appeal to judges ; they are Aa where to be found ; 
all claim for themfelves the fceptre of the Order ; all 
indeed are cm an equal footing. They obtained follow* 
ers, not from their authenticity, but from their condp* 
civenefs to the end which they propofed, khd from the 
importance of that end. It is by this fcale that we muft 
meafure the mad and wicked explanations of the Rofy- 
crucians, the Exorcifts, and Cabalifts. Thefe are re- 
jefted by all good Mafons, becaufe incompatible with 
focial happinefs. Only fuch fyftems as promote this 
are retained. But alas, they are all fadly deficient, be- 
.caufe they leave us under the dominion of political and 
religious prejudices; and they are as inefficient as the 
fleepy dAfe of an ordinary fermon. 

" But I have contrived an explanation which has eve- 
ry advantage ; is inviting to Chviftians of every commu- 
nion; gradually frees them from all religious prejudi- 
ces ; cultivates the focial virtues ; and animates them 
by a great, a feafible, and fpeedy profpeft of univerfal 
happinefs, in a ftate of liberty and moral equality, freed 
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from the obftacles which fubordination, rank, and ricftesy 
continually throw in.our way. My explanation is acea-. 
rate, and;Complete, my means are effe&ual, and kre- 
fiftible. Our fecret Aflbciation works in a way that 
nothing can withftandj and man Jhall foon be jru and 
happy* ■ 

" This is the great objeft held out by this Affoeiati- 
*>n : and the means of attaining it is Illumination, en- 
lightening the understanding by the fun of reafon, which 
will difpel the clouds of ftiperftition and of prejudice. 
The proficients in this Order are therefore juftly itemed 
the Illuminated. And of all Illumination which hu- 
man reafon can give, none is comparable to the difco- 
very of what we are, our nature, our obligations, what 
happinefs we are capable of,, and what are the. means of 
attaining it. In comparison with this, the noft brilliant 
faiences are but amufements for the idle and luxurious. 
To fit man by Illumination for a&ive virtue, to engage 
him to it by the ftrongeft motives, to render the attain- 
ment of it eafy and certain, by finding employment for 
every talent, and by placing every talent in its p&per 
fphere of aftion, fo that all, without feeling any extra- 
ordinary effort, and in conjun&ion with and completion 
of ordinary bufinefs, lhall urge forward, with united 
powers, the general talk. This indeed will be an em- 
ployment fuited to noble natures* grand in its views, 
and delightful in its exercife. 

w And what is this general objeft ? The h appiness 
of the human race. Is it not diftreffing to a ge- 
nerous mind, after contemplating what human nature is 
capable of, to fee how little we enjoy ? When we look 
at this goodly world, and fee that every man may be 
happy, but that the happinefs of one depends on the 
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coiiduft of another when we fee the wicked fo powerful, 
and the good fo weuk ; and that it is in vain to ftrive, ■ 
fingly and alone, againft the general current of vice and 
oppreffion; the wilh naturally arifes in the mind, that 
it were poffible to form a durable combination of the 
moll worthy perfons, who fhould work together in re- 
moving the obftacles to human happigefs, becpme ter- 
rible to the wicked, and give their aid to all the good 
without diftinftion, and fhould by the molt 'powerful 
means, firft fetter, and by fettering, leflen vice ; means 
"which at the fame time fhould promote virtue, by ren- 
dering the inclination to re&itude, hitherto too feeble, 
more powerful and engaging. Would not fuch an afTo* 
ciation be a bleffing to the world ? 

t " But where are the proper perfons, the good, the 
generous, and the accomplished, to be found? and 
how, and^by what ftrong motives, are they to be indu- 
ced to engage in a* talk fo vaft, fo ihceflant, fo difficult, 
and fo laborious ? This Aflbciation mull be gradual. 
There are fome fuch perfons to be found in every focie- 
*y? Such noble . minds will be engaged by the heart- 
warming objeft. The firft talk of the Aflbciation mull 
Aerefore be to form the young members. As thefe 
•multiply and advance, they become the apoftles of be- 
neficence, and the work is now on foot, and advances 
with a fpeed encreafing. every day. The flighted obser- 
vation ftiows that nothing will fo much contribute to in- 
creafe the zeal of the members as fecret union. We 
fee with what keennefs and zeal the frivolous bufinefs of 
Free Mafonry . is condufted, by perfons knit together 
by the fecrecy of their union. It is needle fs to enquire 
into the daules of this zeal which fecrecy produces. It 
is an uuiverfal fa£l, confirmed by the hittory of every 
age. Let this circumftance of our cqnftitution there- 
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fore be direfied to this noble purpofe, and then all the 
obje&ions urged againft it by jealous tyranny and af- 
frighted fuperftition will vanifh. The Order will thus 
work filently, and fecurely ; and though the generous 
benefa&ors of the human race are thus deprived of the 
applaufe of the world, they have the noble pleafurc of 
feeing their work profper in their hands." 

Such is the aim, and fuch are the hopes of the Order 
of the Illuminated. Let us now fee how thefe were to 
be accomplifhed. We cannot judge precifely of this* 
becaufe the account given of the conftitution of the Or-i 
der by its founder includes only the loweft degree, and 
even this is fufpe&ed to be fi&itious. The account* 
given by the four Profeflbrs, even of this part of the 
Order, make a very different impreffion oh the mind, 
although they differ only in a few particulars. 

The only oftenfible members of the Order were the 
Minervals. They were to be found Only in the Lodges 
of Free Mafohs. A candidate for admiffion muft mak£ 
his wifh known to fome Minerval; he reports it t*> a 
Superior, who, by a channel to be explained prefently, 
intimates it to the Council. No notice is farther taken 
of it for fome time. The candidate is carefully obfer*- 
ved in filence, and if thought unfit for the Order, no 
notice is taken of his folicitation. But if o the 1 wife, the 
candidate receives privately an invitation to a confer- 
ence. H^re he meets with a perfon unknown to h«o, 
and, previous to all further conference, he is required 
to perufe and to fign the following oath. 

" I N. N. hereby bind myfelf, by mine honor and 
good name, forfwearing all mental refer vation, never to 
• reveal, by hint, word, writing, or in any manner what- 



Digitized by 



THE ILLUMINATI. 



ever, even to my moft trailed friend, any thing that 
fhall now be faid or done to me refpe&ing my wifhed- 
for reception, and this whether my reception fhall fol- 
low or not ; I being previoufly affured that it fliall con- 
tain nothing contrary to religion, the ftate, nor good 
manners. I promife, that I fhall make no intelligible 
extract from any papers which (hall be fliewn me no* 
or during my noviciate. All this I fwear, as lam, 
and as I hope to continue, a Man of Honor." 

The urbanity of this proteftation muft agreeably im* 
prefs the mind of a perfon who recolle&s the dreadful im- 
precations which he made at his reception into the dif- 
ferent ranks of Free Mafonry. The candidate is then 
introduced to an Illuminatus Dirigcris, whom perhaps 
he knows, and is told that this perfon is to be his future 
inftru&or. There is now prefented to the candidate, 
what they call a table, in which he writes his name, place 
of birth, age, rank, place of relidence, profeffion, and 
favorite ftudies. He is then made ui read feveral arti- 
cles of this table. It contains, lft. a very ooncife ac- 
count of the Order, its connexion with Free Mafonry* 
and its great objeft, the promoting the happinefs of 
mankind by means of inftru&ion and confirmation in 
virtuous principles, ad. Several queftions relative to 
the Order. Among thefe are, " What advantages he 
hopes to derive from being a member ? What he moft 
particularly wilhes to learn ? What delicate queftions 
relative to the life, the profpe£ts, the duties of man, as 
an individual, and as a citizen, he wifties to have parti* 
cularly difcufled to him ? In what refpe&s he thinks ht 
can be of ufe to the Order ? Who are his anceftors, re* 
lations, friends, correfpondents, or enemies ? Whom 
he thinks proper perfons to be received into the Order, 
jor whom he thinks unfit for it, and the reafons frr both 
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opinions ?" To each of tbefe queftions he mufl give 
fopie anfwer in writing. 

The Novice and his Mentor are known only to eaefc 
other; perhaps nothing more follows upon this ; if 
otbejwife, the Mentor appoints another conference* and 
begins his inftruftions, by givifig hip in detail eert^ia- 
portions of the conftitution, .and o£ the fundamental 
rules of the. Older. . Of ,thefe the. Novice mufi: giv$ St 
weekly account in w T riting. He muftalforead, in the^ 
AJentof's houfe, a book containing, more of the inftrtic- 
tionsof the Order ; but be muft, make noextra&s. Yefc 
from this reading he mu£t derive all his knowledge ; smd 
he rauft give an account in writing of his progrefs. All : 
writings received from his Superiors mufl; be returned * 
with a Hated punctuality. Thefe writings cQniift chiefly; 
of important and delicate queftions, fuited,. either to 
the particular inclination, or to the peculiar tafte whick* 
the candidate had difcovered in his fubfcriptions of the 
articles of the table* and in his former. refcripts, or la- 
the direction which , the Mentor w:i(he& to give to hit 
thoughts. 

Enlightening the underftanding, and the rooting out 
of prejudices, are pointed out to him as the principal 
talks of his noviciate. The knowledge of himfelf is con*. 
fidered as preparatory to ail other knowledge. To dife r» 
clofe to him, by means of the calm and unbiaffed obfer- : 
vation of his inftru&or, what is his own character, his 
JDoft vulnerable fide, either in refpe& of z temper, paf* 
fions, or prepoffelTions, is therefore the moil effentiai < 
fervice that can be done him. For this purpofe there is 
required of him fome account of his own conduft oa 
occafions where he doubted of its propriety ; fomeac- 
£ount of his friendships, of bis differences of opinion r 
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~£md of his condu& on fuch occasions. From luch rela^ 
tions the Superior learns his maimer of thinking and 
judging, and thofe properties which require his chief 
attention. 

Having made the candidate acquainted with himfelfi 
ieis apprifed that the Order is not a Speculative, but 
an a&ive affociation, engaged in doing good to others. 
The knowledge of human chara&er is therefore of all 
• others the * moft important. This is acquired only by 
obferfration, affifted by the inftruftions of his teacher. 
Chara&ers in hiftory are propofed to him for obferva- 
don, and his opinion is required. After this he is di- 
re&ed to. look* around him, and to notice the condutt 
of other men ; and part of his weekly refcripts muft con- 
lift of accounts of all interefting occurrences in his neigh- 
bourhood, whether of a pubHc of private nature. Cof- 
- fandeyv one of the four Prbfeffors, gives a particular 
account of the inftru&ions relating to this kind of fci- 
cncc. 44 The Novice muft be attentive to trifles : For, 
in frivolous occurrences a man is indolent, and makes 
no effort to a& a part, fo that his real chara&er is thea 
. a&ing alone. Nothing will have fuch influence with the 
Superiors in promoting the advancement of a candidate 
< as. very copious narrations of this kind, becaufe the can- 
. didate, if promoted, is to be employed in an a&ive 
. fUdon, and it is from this kind of information only that 
the Superiors can judgi of his fitnefs. Thcfc chara&er- 
iftic anecdotes are not for the inftruQion of the Supe- 
riors, who are men of long, experience, and familiar 
with fuch occupation. B«*t they inform the. Ordet con- 
cerning the talents and juoficieacty of ihe young mem- 
ber. Scientific inftru&ion, being connected by fyftem, 
isfoon communicated, and may in general be very com* 
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-pletely obtained fwmi the books which are recommend- 
ed to the Novice, and .acquired in the public feminarie* 
'.of inftrufiion. But knowledge of character is more 
multifarious and more delicate. For this there is no 
college, and it muft therefore require longer time for its 
f att&inn£icht. Befides, this affiduous aod lemg continued 
jftudy of men, enables the ptfffeflbr of fueh knowledge 
to aft with men, and by his knowledge of their dharac- 
ter, to influence their conduft. For fuch rcaibns this 
vfiutiy is continued, and thefe reforipu are required, «dur- 
.ing the whole progrefs through the iOrder, md auentioa 
to them is reconMnenlied a^ the only mean of advance- 
ment. Remarks on Phyfiognomy in theft narrations 
are accounted of. confider^blc value," So £ar Air. Cef- 
fandey. 

During all this trial, which may laft one, two, or 
three years, the Novice knows no per fon of >the Q*kr 
but his own inftruftor, with whom he has firequtot meet- 
f ingsy along with other ;Minervals. In tbefe cbnvepfiftt- 
ons he learns the importance of the Order, and the Op- 
portunities he will afterwards have of acquiring much 
hidden fcience. The employment of his unknown Su- 
periors naturally caufes him to entertain very high Mo- 
tions of their abilities and worth. He is courrfelled to 
aim at a refemblance to them by getting rid by degrees 
of all thofe prejudices or prepofleflions which cheeked 
his own former progrefs ; and he is ^(lifted in this endea- 
vour by an invitation, ta a correfpondence with thenu 
He may addrefc his Provincial Superior, 4>y dke&ifig 
his letter So#, or the General by Prima, or the Supe- 
riors in general by Quibus Iket. In thefe letters^he nitty 
mention whatever he thinks conducive to the advance- 
ment of the Order; he may inform the Superfers hfrw 
his ijaftruftor behave* to him ; if affiduous or remifs, in- 
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dulgent or fevere. The Superiors are enjoined bjr the 
ftrongeft motives to convey, thefe letters wherever ad-, 
dreffed. None hut the General and Council know tha 
refult of all this ; and all are enjoined to keep, themfelve* 
and their proceedings unknown to all the .world. 

If three years of this Noviciate have elapfed without 
further notice, the Minerval muft look for no further, 
advancement ; he is found unfit, and remains a Free, 
Mafon of the higheft clafc. This is called a,£to bene. 

" i 

. But Ihouid his Superiors judge more ijavorably? of r 
him, he is drawn out of the general mafs of Free Ma-^ 
fons, and becomes Illuminatus Minor. When called 
to a conference for this purpofe, he i^ tpld in die mod 
ferious manner, that 6 f it is vain for him to hope to* 
acquire wifddra by mere fyftematic inftru£tioi* ; for fuch 
ijxftru&ion the Superiors have no leifure. Their duty 
is not to form fpeculators, butaftive men, whom they 
muft immediately employ in the fervice of the Order. 
He muft thefefore grow wife and able entirely by the 
unfolding and exertion of , his own talents. His Supe-' 
riors have already difcovered whatxhefe are, and know 
what fervice he may be capable of rendering the Order, > 
proividedr he now heartily acquiefces in being thus ho- 
norably pmployed. They will affift him in bringing, 
his talents into a&ion, and will place him in the fttuati- . 
ons molt favorable for their exertion, fo that he may be 
qfflwrtd of fuccefs, Hitherto he has been a mere fcholar, 
but^is firfiftep farther carries him into a£iion$ he muft 
therefore now confider himfelf as an inftrument in the. 
hands of his Superiors, to be ufed for thenobleft pur- 
pofes." The aim of the Order is now more fully told- 
him* It is, in one fentence, " to make of the human 
race, wuhout any. diftin£Uon of nation, condition, or 
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|jrofcffioti, t>ne good a*d happy family." To this aituj 
demonftrably attainable, every fnialler corriideratiob 
muft give way. This may fometimes require faerifice* 
which no man ftanding alone has fortitude to make; but 
which become light, and a fource of the pufttft enjoys 
ment, when fupported and encouraged by the counte- 
nance and co-operation of the united wife and"good, 
fuch as are the Superiors of the Order. If the candi- 
date, warmed by the alluring pifture of the poffiblehap- 
pinefs of a virtuous Society, fays that he is fenfiWeof 
the propriety of this procedure, and ftill wiflies to be of 
the Order a he is required to fign the following obliga- 
tion. ' ' ; 

" 1, N. N. preteft before you, the worthy Plenipo- 
tentiary of the venerable Order into ivhich I wiftr to be 
aidmftted, that I acknowledge my natural weakiiefe and- 
inability, and that I, with aH my poffeffions, rank, ho- 
nors, r and titles which I hold in political fociety, am,* 
al bottom, only a man ; I can enjoy thefe things only 
through my fellow-men, and through them ajfo I miy 
lofe them. The approbation and confideration ofMiy 
fellow-meih are indifpenfibly neceffary, and I muft try 
to maintain them by all my talents. Thefe I will never 
ufe to the prejudice of univerfal good, but wHIRppofe, 
with all my might, the enemies of the human r|ce, and 
of political fociety. I will embrace every opportunity 
of faving mankind, by improving my underlwfeing and 
my affe&ions, and by imparting all imporjjjpt know- 
ledge, as the good and ftatutes of this OrdeH* equir& of 
me. I bind myfelf to perpetual filence and unfliaken 
loyalty and fubmiffion to the Order, in the perfons of 
my Superiors ; here making a faithful and complete ftir- 
render of my private judgment, my own will," and even- 
ly narrow-minded employment of my .powered iiiflu-' 



Digitized by 



rTHE ILLUMINATI. %oi 

ence. I ptedge myfelf to accent the good of the Or- 
der as my own, and am ready to fcrve it with my for- 
tune, my honor, and my Wood. Should I, through 1 
omiffion, negleft, paffion, orwickednefs, behave con- 
trary to' this good of the Order, I fubjeft myfelf to what 
reproof of punifhment my Superiors Ihall enjoin. The 
friends and enemies of the Order {hall be my friends 
and enemies ; and with refpeft to both I will conduct 
myfelf as dire&ed by the Order, and &m ready, in every 
lawful way, to devote myfelf to its increafe and promo- 
tion, and therein to employ all my ability. All this I 
promife, and proteft, without fecret refervation, accord- 
ing to the intention of the Society which require from 
me this engagement. This I do as I am, and as I hope 
to continue, a Man of Honor." 

A drawn fword is then pointed at his breaft, and he : 
afked, Will you be obedient to the commands of 
your Superiors ? He is threatened with unavoidable 
vengeance, from which no potentate can defend him, it 
he Ihould ever betray the Order. He is then afked, 1. 
What aim does he wifh the Order to have ? 2. What' 
means he would choofe to advance this aim ? 3. Whom 
he wiflies to keep out of the Order ? 4. What fubje&s 
he wifhes #ot to be difcuffed in it ? 

Our candidate is now Illuminatus Minor. It 
13 needlefs to narrate the mummery of reception, and it 
is enough to fay, that it nearly refembles that of the 
Mafonic* Chevalier du Soleil^ known to every one much 
converfant in Mafonry. Weifhaupt's preparatory dif- 
courfe of reception is a piece of good composition, 
whether cortfidered as argumentative (from topics, in- 
deed, that are very gratuitous and fanciful) or as a 
fpecimsn of that declamation which was fo much prac- 
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tited by Libanius«and ife other Sophifts, and it gives^ 
diftin&and captivatinyfccount of the profeffed'aixn 
the Order. 

The Illuminatus Minor leaf ns a good deal more of 
the Order, but by very fparing morfels, under the fan>e 
inftruftor. The talk has now become more delicate and 
difficult. The chief part of it is the rooting out of pre^ 
judices in politics and religion ; and Weifhaupt ha$ 
fhownmuch addrefs in the method which, he has em- 
ployed* Not the moft hurtful, but the moft eafily .re~ 
futed, were the firft fubje&s of difcuffion, fp tha; the, 
pupil gets into the habits of vi&ory ; and his reverence 
for the fyftems of either kind is diminiflied when they, 
are found to have harboured fuch untenable opinion^ 
The proceedings in the Ecleftic Lodges of Mafonjy, 
and the harangues of the Brother Orators, teemed with, 
the boldeft fentiments both in politics and religibn. Ejv* 
lightening, and the triumph of reafon, had been the ioifc, 
£[ the country for fome time pall, and every inftitution^ 
civil and religious, had been the fubjeft of the moft free 
triticifm. Above all, the Cofmo-politifm, which ha*} 
been imported from France, where it had been the far t 
vorke topic of the enthufiaftical ceconomift^ was no\y. 
become a general theme of difcuffion in all ^cieties pj£ 
cultivated men. It was a fubjeft of eafy and agreeable 
declamation ; and the Literati found in it a fubjeft ad- 
mirably fitted for fhowing thqir talents, and ingratiating; 
themfelves with the young melfldfi fortune, who fe minds* 
unfufpicious as yet and generous, were fired with the faijr 
profpe&s fet before thefn of univerfal and attainable^ 
happinefs. And the pupils of the Illuminati were Jfl^L 
more warmed by the jthoughr that they were to be the r 
happy inftruments of accomplifhing all this. An{l„ 
though the do&rines of univerfal liberty ^nd c^ijajity*. 
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"fts imprefcriptible rights of manjjjfoight fome times ftartle 
thofe who poffeffed the advantage of fortune, there were 
thoufands of younger Tons, and of men of talents without 
fortune, to whom thefe were agreeable founds. And 
* we friuft particularly obferve, that thofe who were now 
'the pupils were^ fet of picked fubjefts, whofe charac- 
ters arid peculiar biafes were well known by their con- 
-duft during their noviciate as Minervals. They were 
therefore fuch as, in all probability, would not boggle 
at very free fentiments. We might rather expeQ; a par- 
tiality to do&rines which removed fome reftraints which 
fprmerly checked them in the indulgence of youthfiil 
paffions. Their inftruftors, who have thus relieved theif" 
minds from feveral anxious thoughts, mull appear, men 
of fuperior minds. This was a notion moft carefully 
inculcated ; and they could fee nothing to contradiQ: it : 
for except their own Mentor, they knew none ; they 
heard of Superiors of different ranks, but never fa w 
them ; and the fame mode of inftruftion that was prac^ 
tifed during their noviciate was ftill retained. More 
particulars of the Order were {lowly unfolded to them, 
and they were taught that their Superiors Were men of 
diftinguifhed talents, and were Superiors for this reafon 
alone. They were taught, that the great opportunities 
'Which the Superiors had for obferyation, and their ba- 
bks of continually occupying their thoughts with the 
great obje&s of this Order, had enlarged their views, 
even far beyond the narrow limits of nations and Jang- 
doms, which they hoped would one day cdilefce into 
one great Society, where con fideration would attach to 
talents and worth alone, and that pre-eminence in thefe 
would be invariably attended with all the enjoyments of 
influence aftd power. And they were told that they 
would gradually become acquainted with thefe great and 
Ytaer^de Characters, as tbey advanced in the Oi dtr. 
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Jn earned of this, th^. were made acquainted wkbon* 
.or two Superiors, and with feveral Illuminati of their 
own rank. Alfo, to whet their zeal, they are now m*de 
jnftruQors of one or two Minervals, and report their 
.progrefs to their Superiors. They are given to upder- 
fland that nothing can fo much recomircnd them as the 
.fcacceft with which they perform this talk. It is decla- 
red to be the beft evidence of their ufefulnefs in the 
. great defigns of the Order. j 

The baleful effe&s of general fuperftition, and even 
pf any peculiar religious pfepofleflion, are now ftrongly 
inculcated, and the difcernment of the pupils in thefe 
matters is learned by queftions which are given them 
from time to time to difcuf?. Thefe are managed with 

. delicacy and circumfpcQion, that the timid may not be 
alarmed. In like manner, the political do&rkies of the 
Order are inculcated with the utmpft cautioif After tip 
mind of the pupil has been warmed by the pi&ure&of 
univerfal happinefs, and convinced that it is a poflible 
thing to unite all the inhabitants of the earth in one great 
fociety, and after it has been made out, in fame mea- 
fure to the fatisfa&ion of the pupil, that a great addition 

. of happinefs is gained by the abolition of national dif- 

. t inftions and animofities, it may frequently be no h$rd 
tafk to make him think that patriotifm is a narrow-mind - 
ed monopolifing fentiment, and «ven incompatible with 
the more enlarged views of the Order, namely, 

> uniting the whole human race into one great and happy 
fociety. Princes are a chief feature of national (lifting 
tion. Princes, therefore, may now be lafely reprefetjt- 
ed as unneceffary. If fo, loyalty to Princes lofcs much 
of its facred chaiafterj and the fo frequent enforcing pf 

, it in our common political difcuflions may now be $§fily 
made to appear a fclfifli maxim of rulers, t*y which 
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tfoeymay more eafily enflave the people ; and thus, 
Biay at laft appear, that religion, the love of our parti- 
cular country, and loyalty to our Prince, fhould be re* 
' fifted, if, by thefe partial or narrow views, we prevent 
Ae accomplifhment of that Cofmo-political happinefs 
which is continually held forth as the great objeft of the 
Order. It is in this point of view that the terms of de-», 
Motion to the Order which are inferted in the oath of ad-, 
million are now explained. The authority of the ruling 
powers is therefore reprefented as of inferior moral 
wefght to, that of the Order. " Thefe powers are def- 
pots, when they do not conduft themfelves by its prin- 
ciples ; arid it is therefone our duty to furround them 
4itfi its members, fo that the profane may have no ac- 
cefs to them. Thus we are able moft powerfully to 
promote its interefts. If any perfon is more difpofed to 
lilten to Princes than to the Order, he is not fit for it, and 
"rouft rife no higher. We muft do our utmoft to pro- 
cute the advancement of Illuminati into all important 
civil offices." 

' -Accordingly the Order laboured Jlxi this with great 
zeal arid fuecefs. A correfpondence was difcovered, 
in which it is plain, that by their influence, one of the 
greateft ecclefiaftkal dignities was filled up in oppofition 
to the right and authority of the Archbifiiop of Spire, 
vfto is there reprefented as a tyrannical afid bigotted 
J Jirieft. They contrived to place their Members as tu- 
\tors to the youth of diftinQion. One of them, Baron 
Leuchtfenring, took the charge of a young prince with- 
out any falary. They insinuated themfelves into all 
^TuMk* offices, and particularly into courts of juftice. 
fn litem&nner, the chairs in the Univerfity of Ingol- 
ftadt wete (wkh only two exceptions) occupied by 
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Illuminati. " Rulers who are members muft be prow 
moted through the ranks of the Order only in proporti- 
on as they acknowledge the goodnefs of its great objefii, 
arid manner of procedure. Its objeQ; may be faid to 
bV the checking the tyranny of princes, nobles, and* r 
priefts, and eftablifhing an univerfat equality of condi- 
tion and of religion." The - pupil is now informed. 
" that fuch a religion is contained in the Order, is the 
perfeflion of Chriftianity, and will be imparted to him 
in due time*" 

Thefeand other principles and maxims of the Order 
are partly communicated by tlie verbal inftru&ion of 
tfte Mentor, partly by writings, which muft be punctu- 
ally returned* and partly read by the pupil at the Men- 
tor's houfe (but without taking extracts) in fuch por-. 
tions as he fliall dire£L The refcripts by the pupil muft 1 
contain difcuflions on thefe fubje£ts ? and of anecdotes 
and defcriptions of living charaBers ; and ttefc muft be 
zealoufly continued, as the chief mean of advancement. 
All this while the pupil knows only his Mentor, the 
Minervals, and a few othejs of his own. rank. All men- 
tion of degrees, or other bufinefs of the Order, mufi 
be carefully avoided, even in the. meetings with other" 
Members : ' u For the Order wiflies to be fecret, and to 
Work in filence; for thus it is better fecured from the 
op'preffion of the ruling powers, and becaufe this fecrecyr 
gives a greater zeft to the whole/' 

; This fhort account of the Noviciate, and of the low- 
eft clafs.of Illuminati, is all we can get from the autho- 
rity of Mr. Weifhaupt. The higher degrees were not 
publifhed by him. Many circuraftances appear fufpi- 
rious, and are certainly fufceptible of different turns, 
and may eafily be pulhed to very dangerous extremes/ 
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iThe accounts given by the four profeflbrs confirm thefe 
fufpicionfs. They declare upon oath, that t^ey make 
all thefe accufations in confequence of what they heard 
in the Meetings, and of what they knew of the Higher 
Orders. 

But fince the time of the fuppreflion by the Eleftor, 
difcoveries have been made which throw great light oil* 
the fubj^S. A colle&ion of original papers and corref* 
pondence was found by fearching the houfe of one 
Zwack (a Member) in 1786. The following year a 
much larger colle&ion was found at the houfe of Baron 
BafTus ; and fince that time Baron Knigge, the moft ac- 
tive Member next to Weifhaupt, publifhed an accoun^ 
of fome of the higher degrees, which had been formed 
by himfelf. A long while after this were publifhed, Neuef- 
£e Arbekung des Spartacus und Philo in der Illuminaten 
Orden, and Hohere Granden des Ilium. Or dens. Thefe 
two works give an account of the whole fecret cortftitu- 
tion of the Order, its various degrees, the manner of 
conferring them, the iqftf u£fcons to the intrants, and an. 
explanation of the conftkQiort of the Order with Free 
Mafonry, and a critical hiflory. We fhall giv$4jptil£ 
extracts from fuch of thefe as have been publifhed. 

Weifhaupt was the founder in 1776. In 1778 the 
number of Members was confiderably increafed, and^ 
the Order was fully eftablifhed. The Members took 
antique names. Thus Weifhaupt took the name of 
Spartacus, the man who headed the infurreftioh of 
flaves, which in Pompey's time kept Rome in terror and 
uproar for three years. Zwack was called Cato. Knigge 
was Philo. BafTus was Hannibal. Hertel was Marius. 
Marquis Conftanza was Diomedes. Nicholai, an emi- 
ment and learned bookfeller in Berlin, and author of fe- 
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Teral works of reputation, took, the name of. Lucian, the. 
great fcoffer at all religion. Another was Mahomet, 
Sec. It Is remarkable, that except Cato and Socrates,, 
we have not a name of any ancient who was eminent as 
a teacher and pra&ifer of virtue. On the contrary* 
they feem to have affe£led the chara&ers of the free- 
thinkers and turbulent fpirits of antiquity. . In the fame 
manner they gave ancient names to the cities and coun- 
tries of Europe. Munich wa& Athens, Vienna was 
Home, Sec. 

Spartacus ta CatO) Feb. 6, 1778. 

-** Mon hut ejt it /aire valoir la raifon. As a fubor- 
dinate objeft I fhall endeavour to gain fecurity to our-? 
felves, a backing in cafe of misfortunes, .apd . affiftance^ 
from without. I fhall therefore prefs the cultivation of 
fcience, efpecially fuch fciences as may have an influ-' 
ence on our reception in the world, and may ferve ta 
remove obftacles out of the way. We have to ftruggtc 
with pedantry, with intolerance, with divines and ftatef- 
men, and above all, princes and priefts are in our way. 
Men are unfit as they are, and muft be formed ; each 
Clafs muft be the fchoolof trial for the nexu This will 
be tedious, becaufe it is hazardous. In the Iaft claffes 
I propofe academies under, the direction of the Ox&pt* 
This will fecure us the adherence of the Literati. Scu 
ence fhall here be the lure. Only thofe who are afiur-4 
edly proper fubje&s fhall be picked opt from among the 
inferior claffes for the higher myfteries,' which contain 
the firft principles and means of promoting a happy life* 
No religionift muft, on any account, be admitted into 
thefe ; For here we work at the difcovery and extirpa* 
tion of fuperftition and prejudices. The inftru&iorm 
ihall be fo conducted that each ihall * difclofe what he 
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thinks he conceals within bis own bfeaft, what are hi* 
ruling propenfities and paflioas, and hoy far he hfes ad< 
yanced in the commapd of himfelf. This will anfwer 
all the purpofes of auricular co^feffion. Andjin parti- 
cular, every perfon ftiall be made a fpy on another md 
oa all around him. Nothing can ,efcape our fight ; by 
thefemearjs we Jhall readily difqover who, are Contented, 
and receive with relifh the peculiar ftate-doftrinea and 
reiigious opinions that are laid before them ; and, at: 
laft, the truft-worthy alone will be admitted to a patrtici^ 
pation of the whole maxims and political conftitution o£ 
the Order. In a council compofed of fiich members* 
wj^j fratt labour at the contrivance of means to drive by 
degrees the enemies- of reafon and of humanity out of 
the world, and to eftablifh a peculiar morality and reli- 
gion fitted for the grdat Sodety of mankind > * Y 

" But this is a ttcklifti projeft, and requires the ut- 
moft circumfpe&ion. The fqueamilh will ftart at the* 
fight of religious or political novelties ; and they muft* 
be prepared for them. We muft be particularly care*, 
fui about the books which we recommend ; I ihali con- 
fine them at firft to tnoralifts and reafoning hiflorians. 
This will prepare for a patient reception, in the higher 
clafles, of works of a bolder flight, fuch as Robinet's 
Syjterne de la Nature — Politique Natmclit—Phdofophic 
dt fa Nature — Syjleme Social — The writings of Mira- 
baud, &c. Helvctius is fit only for the ftjrongeft ffo* 
machs. If any one has a copy already, neither praife 
nor find fault with him. Say nothing pn fuch lubjc6b 
to intrants* fo* we don't know how they will be received 
-?«4blks tare not- yet prepared." * Marias, an Excellent 
fiutn^ muft, be dealt with. His ftpmach, which cannot* 
yet digeft fuch ftrgjpgiood, muft acquire a better tone.' 
The allegory on which i4aari3lound the myltcries of 
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the Higher Orders is the jire-worjhip of the Magi. Wc 
rauft have feme worfhip, afod none is fo appofite. Let 

THERE BE LIGHT, AND TrfERE SHALL BE LIGHT. 

This is my motto, and is my fundamental principle. 
The degrees will be Fetter Orden, Par Jen Or den ;* alf 
very pra£ticable. In the courfe through thefe there will 
be no st a bene (this is the anfwer given to one who 
(Solicits preferment, and is refufed.) For I engage that 
none feaU enter this clafs who has not laid afide his pre- 
judices. No man is fit for our Order who is not a Bru- 
tus or a Catiline, and is not read y to go eve ry length. 
—Tell me how you like this ?" P^tMiMj n*cfC 




Spartacus to Cato, March 1778 



" To colled unpubliffied works, and information* 
from the archives of States, will be a moft ufeful fervice. 
We lhall be able to* {how in a very ridiculous light tlie 
claims of our defpots. Marius (keeper of the archives' 
of the Electorate) has ferreted out a noble document, 
which we have got. He makes it, forfooth, a cafe olf 
confeience — how filly that — fince only that is Jin, which 
is ultimately productive of mifchief. In this cafe, where 
the advantage far exceeds the hurt, it is meritorious vir- 
tue. It will do mor£ good in our hands than by remain- 5 
ing for 1000 years on the dufty fhelf." 

There was found in the band-writing of Zwack a pro- 
ject for a Sifterhood, in fubferviency to the defigns of the 
Illuminati. In it are the following pa(Tages : 

* This is evidently the Myjlerc du Mtthrns mentioned by Bar- 
ruel, in his Hiftory of Jacotinifju, and had been carried into France' 
by Bede and Bufche,/ 
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44 It will be of great fervice, and procure us both 
much information and money ^ and will fu'it charmingly ^ 
the tafte of many of our trueft members, who are lovers 
of the fex. It fhould confift of two claffes, the virtuous, 
and the freer hearted (i. e. thofe who fly out of the com- 
mon trad of prudifli manners) ; they muft not know of 
each other, and muft be und^r the direQiort of men, 
hVt \vi^ho^t knowing it. Proper books njuft be put in- 
to their hands, and fuch (but fecretly) as are flattering to. 
their, paflions." . 

Tbe;re are, in tbp fame hand-writing, Defcription of a 
ftron^bo^, which? if forced open, fhall blow up and def- 
troy its contents— Several receipts for procuring abor- 
tion — A compofition which blinds or kills when fpurted 
in the face— rA fheet, containing a receipt for fympa- 
thetic iijk — Tea for procuring abortion — Htrbee qua? 
hqbent qyahtatcm deleteriam — A method for filling a 
bedrchajhber with peftilential vapours-— How to take off 
imprefl^ons^ of feals, fo as to ufe them afterwards as feats 
—t-A cplie&ion of fome hundreds of fuch impreffions, 
wit^L lift of their owners, princes, nobles, clergymen, 
mgrptiants, &;c.^— A receipt ad, excitandum fiirortmvtt- 
rinv$n—& manufcript .entitled, "Better than HorusJ* 
It was afterwards priqte^d ^nd diftjibuted at Leipzig fair, 
" and i$ an attack and bitter fytire on all religion. This 
is in the hand-writing of Ajax. Asalfo a differtatioa 
on fuicide. N. B. His fiftef-in-law threw herfelf from 
the top of a^tower. There was atfo a fet of portraits, „ 
o* charafters of eighty-five ladies in Munich; with re- 
commendations of fome of them for members of a 
Lodge of Siftqr 111 uminata?; alfo injunctions to all the 
Superiors tq learn to write with both hands ; and that 
they Jhould ufe more than one cypher* 
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' IrtmjFttcd lately after the publication of thefe writings, 
rtariy defences appeared. It was faid that the dreadful 
iftedkal-apparatas were with propriety in the hands of 
CotuiftU6r Zwfeck, who was a judge of a criminal court, 
and whofe duty * it w&s therefore to know fuch things. 
Tho fame excufe was oflFered for the colleflion of feals; 
feut how>came thefe things to be put up with papers of 
the XU^itoinati, and to be in the hand writing of one of 
tliat, Ofdep? - Wttfbaupt-fays Thefe things were not 
carried into effeS: — only fpoken of, and are juftifiable 
when taken in proper conne&ion." This however he 
has not pointed oy& ; but he appeals to the account of 
the Grd^r, which he Hard publifhed at Regen&urg, and 
in which neither tbsfe things are to be founds nor any 
paffibilky of 'a connection by which they may be jufti- 
fied. « All wen, fays he, are fubjeft to errors, and 
the beft man he who*beft conceals them. I have ne- 
ver been guilty of any^fuch vices or follies : for proof, 
I appeal to the whote tenor of my life, which my repu^ 
tation, and my ftruggles with hoftile cabals, had brought 
cpmpletely into public view long before the inftitution ' 
of this Order^ without abating any thing of that flatter- 
ing regard which was paid to me by the firft perfons of 
tfiy country and its neighbourhood ; a regard well evin- 
ced by their confidence in me as the beft inftru&or of 
*heir children." Irt fofne of his private letters, we learn 
the means which he employed to acquire this influence 
among the youth, and they are fuch as could not faiL 
But we mud not anticipated "It is well known that I 
have made the chair which I occupied in the univerfity 
pf Ingolftadt, the refort of the firft clafs of the German 
youth ; whereas formerly it had only brought round it 
the low-born praflitioners in the courts of law. I have 
gone through the* whote circle of human enquiry.. I 
have e^orciled fpirits — raifed ghofts— ^difcovered trea- 
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fates — interrogated the * Cabala— hdtte Loto gefpich~-t 
fcave never trapfmuted metals/' — (A very pretty and 
refpe&able circle indeed, and what vulgar fpirits would 
fcarcely have included wjthin the pale of their curiofi- 
ty.) "Thetenotof my life has been the oppofiteof 
every thing that is vile ; aiid no man can lay any' fuch 
thing to my charge. I have reafon to rejoice that thefe 
writings have appeared; they are a vindication of the 
Order and of my conduft. I can, and muft declare to 
God, and I do it now in the moft foleitin manner, that 
in fny whole life I never faw or heard of the fo much 
condemned fecret writings ; and in particular, repeft- 
ing the fe abominable means, fuch as poifoning, abor- 
tion, <fec* was it ever known to me in any cafe, that 
any of my friends or acquaintances ever even thought 
of them, advifed them, or made any ufe of them. I 
was indeed afways. a fchemer and pjFoje&or, but never 
could engage much in detail. My general plan is g<|)od, 
Abugh in the detail there may be faults. I had mjffelf 
to form. In another fituation, and in an .aftive fta|:ioa 
in life, I fhould have been keenly occupied, and' the 
founding an Order would never have come into my 
head. But I would have executed much greateMhings, 
had not government always oppofed my. exactions, and 
placed others in the fituations virich fuked my talents. 
It was the full conviftion of this, and of Vhat could be 
.dorfe, if every man were placed in the office for which 
he was fitted by nature and a proper: education, which 
firft fuggeRed to me the plan of illumination." Surely 
Mr. Weiftiaupthad a very ferious charge, the education 
of youth ; and his encouragement in that charge was the 
moft flattering that an Illuminatus could wifh for, be- 
caufe he had brought round him the youth whofe influ- 
ence in fociety was the greateft and who woul&moft of 
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*ii contribute lo th€ diffuftig godd principles, and e»T* 
tiling to good conduQ. through the whote ftate. I did 
fibt," fays he, " bring detfm irito Bavaria more than 
into Rome. I found it hete, in gr£at vigour, more 
abounding than in any of the neighbouring Proteftam 
Hates. I am proud to be known to the world as the 
founder of the Order of lUuminati ; and I repeat tttf 
*wi£h to have for my epitaph, ..•>••-. 

** Hie fous eft PhaHhon y currus auriga patemi^ l ^ 
" Quern Ji non ienutt, magnis tamen exiidit imfcs." 1 ~ 

The fecond difcovery of fecret correfpondenee 1 at 
Sanderfdorff, the feat of Baron Batz (Hannibal) con- 
tains ftill more interefting fafts. 

^SpartacustoCato. 

« What fhall I do? I am deprived of all help. S&- 
crates, who would infift on Wing a man of eonfequenee 
among us, and is really a man of talents, and of a right 
way of thinking, is eternally befotted. Auguftus & in 
the worft eftimation imaginable. Akibiades fits the dafy 
long with the vintner's pretty -rife, and there he fighs 
and pines. A few cfiys ago, at Corinth, Tiberius art- 
tempted io ravifh the wife of Democides, and her huf- 
^band came in upon them. Good heavens ! what Afto*-> 
pagitce I have got. When the worthy man Marcus Au- 
relius comes to Athens (Munich) what will he think ? 
What ameeting^with diffolute immoral wretches, whore- 
^matters, liars, bankrupts, braggarts, and vain fools ! 
When he fees all this, what will he think ? He wfll be 
afhamed to enter into an A^^ociat^on, ,, (obferve, Rea- 
der, that Spartacus. writes this i$ Auguft 1783; id the vcty 
time that he was trying to murder Cato s lifter) " where 
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.tlie chiefs raifethehighefl epepefiations, and exhibit f^ck 
8 wretched example ; and all this from felkwilt, ftoift 
•fenfualny. Am I not in the,rightr-~th*t thirf man — that 
any iiiqb worthy maiv— whofe name alone would 'give fk 
the feleflion of all Germany— *-will declare that the whole 
province of Grecia (Bavaria) innocent and guilty, mBft 
ibe excluded. I tell you, we may ftudy; and wrk<, 
and toil till death* ^ We may facrifice to th£ Order, <HMT 
health, our fortune, and our reputation (alas the \ofaP) 
and tbefe Lords, following their own plaafures, mil 
whore, cheat, Ileal, and drive On like fhamelefs rafcafef? 
and yet mult be Areopagitas^ and interfere in every 
-things Indeed, my deavett frknd, rwCsbadv^ ofity-en- 
ifoved ourfeiv es." . 

In another part ofd^ firie correftRH^dwce, Diomedefc 
has had the good fortune to intercept a Q. L. (Quibus 
lied) m wiiicfe it R laid, and fupported by proofs, that 
^kto. bad .received ago fk>feia& as a Ipribe for his fenfleiH* 
in his capacity as a judge in a arimiaal court $ {the^&d 
had furely fanclified the means-) In another, a Miner- 
Yiico«plains of iris Mentor for havk^ by ik^occalion- 
the difmiffion of aphyfician from a family, by w&isft 
j^e obtained the cuftonfc of the. homfe and free accds^ 
^hdfii favor he repaid by debaiachiiig fche wife ; aad ht 
fwfiys to be informed wfaethec he may not get: anodlet 

. JMentqr,. Casing, that although that man had always 
Ijivea him the molt excellent inftcu&ioo^, and he doubtt- 
ed not would continue thex% yet he felt a di%ulk at th<* 
iiypocrify, which would certainly diotiaifti the impyeflion 
pf *he moft lalutary truths. (Iaitirot diftreffmg to 
tl^nk, that this proofing youth will by and r by lau^ at 
his former fimplicky^ and follow >the fteps and not th<s 

. iuftruQioas of his phyfician.) In another place* $par«» 
I4CU3 writer to Marius (in confidence) that another vrw- 
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*hy Brbther, an Areopagitasy had ftolen a gold and a fil- 
ver watch, and a ring, from Brutus (Savioli) and begs 
Marius, in another letter, to try, while k was yet poC- 
fible, to get the things reftored, becaufe the culprk was 
a moft excellent man (Vortrefflich) and of vaftufe to the 
Order, having the direftion of an eminent feminary of 
young gentlemen ; and becaufe Savioli was much in 
good company, and did not much care for the Order, 
except in fo far as it gave him an opportunity of know- 
ing and leading Tome of them, and of fleering his way 
at court. 

• I cannot help inferring here, though not the moft pro- 
per place, a part of a provincial report from Kniggc, 
the man of the whole Artopagitm who fhows any thing 
like urbanity or gentlenefs Qf mind. 

« Of my whole colony ( Weftphalfe) the moft britK- 
M*t jb Claudiopolis (NeumiedJ There they work, and 
chreft, and do wonders*" 

If thene ever was a fpot upon earth where men way 
be happy in a ftate of cultivated fpciety, it was ther 
little principality of Neuwied. I faw it in 1770. The 
town was neat, and the palace handfome and in good 
tafte ; all was clean. But the country was beyond 
conception delightful ; not a cottage that was out of re- 
pair, not a hedge out of order ; it had been the hobby 
(pardon me the word) of the Prince, who made it his 
daily employment to go through his principality regu- 
larly, and affift every houfeholder, of whatever condi- 
tion, with his advice, and with his purfe ; and, when a 
freeholder could not of hinifelf put things into a thriving 
condition, the Prince fent his workmen and did it for 
him. He endowed fchools for the common people, and 
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* two academies for the gentry and the people of bufinefs. 
He gave little portions to the daughters, and prizes to 
the well-behaving fons of the labouring people. His 
own houfehould was a pattern of elegance and economy; 
bis fons were lent to Paris to learn elegance, and to 
England to learn fcience and agriculture. In fhort, the 
whole was like a romance (and was indeed romantic.) 
I heard it fpoken of with a fmile at the table of the Bi- 
Ihop of Treves, at Ehrenbretftein, and was induced to 
fee it next day as a Curiolity : And yet even here, the 
fanaticifm of Knigge would diltribute his poifon, and 
tell the blinded people, that they were in a ftate of fin 
ami mifery, that their Prince was a + defpot, and that 
they would never be happy till he was made to fly, and 
till they were all made equal. 

They got their wifli ; the fwarm of French locufts 
fat down on Neuwied's beautiful fields in 1793, and en- 
trenched themfelves ; and in three months, Prince and 
farmers houfes, and cottages, and fchools, and acade- 
mies — all vaniftied; and all the fubjefts were made equal, 
l and free (as they were exprefsly told by the French Ge- 
neral) to weep. 

Difcite jujlitiam moniti^ et non temnere divos ! 

To proceed : 

Spartacus to Catoi 

' " By this plan we (hall dire£t all mankind. In this 
manner, and by the fimpleft means, we fhatt fet all in 
motion and in flames. The occupations itfuft be lb al- 
lotted and contrived, that we may, in fecret, influence 
-all political traafa&ions." N. B. This alludes to a part 
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that is withheld from the public, becaufe it conUy^e4 
the allotment of the mod rebellious and profligate q<3p|^ 
pations to feveral perfons whofe common names could 
not be traced. "I have confidered," fays Spartacus* 
" every thing, and fo prepared it, that if tjhe Qrdef 
ihould this day go to ruin, I (hall in a year re^#abl^ 
it more brilliant than ever." Accordingly it \ip 
again in about this fpace of time, u^der the name of the 
German Un ion, appearing in the form of &eaaijno 
Societies. One of thefe was fet up in Z.w%ck'<| 
Jioufe ; and this railing a fufpicion, a vifitation. .waf 
made at Landfhut, and the firft fet of the private p^per* 
were found. The fcheme was, however, zealoufly pjr^ 
fecuted in other parts of Germany, as we (bail fee Jb)f 
and by. " Nor," continues Spartacus, " will it fignifjf 
though all fhould be betrayed and printed, I am fo cer- 
tain of fuccefs, in fpite of all obftacles (for the fprings 
are in every heart) that I am indifferent, though it fhould 
involve my life and my liberty. What ! Have thpu^ 
lands thrown away their lives about homoios aad homoir 
oujios) and fhall not this caufe warm even the heart of a 
coward ? But I have the art to draw adv^jitage ,evcj| 
from misfortune; and when you would think me fuflk to 
the bottom, I fhall rife with new vigour. Who would 
have thought, that a profeffor at Ingolftadt wap to Jt>e- 
come the teacher of the profeiTors of Gottingen, and of 
the greateft men in Germany ?" 

Spartacus 4o Cato. 

" Send me back my degree of Illuminaim Miner ; 
it is the wonder of all men here (I may perhaps find turn? 
to give a tranflation of the difcourfe of reception, which 
contains all that x can be faid of this AfTociatioq to tb§ 
public ;) as alfo the two laft flieets of my degree* whicfe 
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is in the keeping of Marius, and Celfus, under lod 
locks which contains my hiftory of the lives of the Pa- 
triarchs." N. B. Nothing very particular has been dis- 
covered of thefe lives of the Patriarchs. He fays, that 
there were above fixty fheets of it; To judge by the 
care takeA of it, it muft be a favorite work, very ha- 
zardous, and very catching. 

In another letter to Cato, we have fome hints of the 
higher degrees, and concerning a peculiar morality, and 
a popular religion, which the Order was one day to give 
the warftt. He fays, " There muft (a la Jefuite) not a 
fingle purpofe ever come in fight that is ambiguous, and 
that may betray our aims againft religion and the ftate. 
One mull fpeak fometimes one way and fometimes ano- 
ther, but fo as never to contradift ourfelves, and fo 
that, with refpeft to our true way of thinking, we may 
be impenetrable. When our ftrongeft things chance to 
give offence, they muft be explained as attempts to 
draw anfwers which difcover to us the fentiments of the 
perfon we converfe with." N. B. This did not always 
fucceed with him. 

Spartacus fays, fpeaking of the priefts degree, " One 
would almoft imagine, that this degree, as I have ma- 
naged it, is genuine Chriftianity, and that its end was to 
free the Jews from flavery. I fay, that Free Mafomy 
is concealed Chriftianity. My explanation of the hiero- 
glyphics, at leaft, proceeds on this fuppofition ; and as 
I explain things, no man heed be alhamed of being a 
Chriftian. Indeed I afterwards throw away this name, 
and fttbftitute Reafon. But I afTure you this is no fmall 
affair ; a new religion, and a new ftate-government, 
which fo happily explain one and all of thefe fymbols, 
and combines them in one degree, You may think that 
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this is my chief work ; but I h&ve three other degrees*- 
all different, for my clak of higher myfteries, in com- 
parifonwith which this is but child's play ; but thefe I 
keep for myfelf as General, to be bellowed by me only 
on the Benemeritijfmi^ (furely fuch as Cato, his dear- 
eft friend, and the poffeffor of fuch preuy fecrets, as 
abortives, poifons, peftilen.tial vapours, &c.) "The 
promoted may be Areopagites or not. W ere you here 
I ftiOuld give you this "degree without hefitation. l}ut 
it is too important to be intrufted to paper, or to be 
beftowed otherwife than from my own hand. It is the 
key to hiftory, to religion, and to every ftate-govern- 
mcnt in the world."* 

Spartacus proceeds, " There fhall be but three copies 
for all Germany. You can't imagine what refpeft and 
curiofity my prieft-degree has raifed ; and, which is 
wonderful, a famous Proteftant divine, who is now of 
the Order, is perfuaded that the religion contained in it 
is the true fcnfe of' Chriftianity. O man, man ! to 

WHAT MAY'ST THOU NOT BE PERSUADED. WllO 

would imagine that I was to be the founder of a new 
religion." 

In this fcheme of Mafonic Chriftianity, Spartacus 
and Philo laboured Jerioufly together. Spartacus fent 
him the materials, and Philo worked them up. It will 
'therefore illuftrate this capital point of the conftitution 
of the Order, if we take Philo's account of it. 

* I obferve, m other parts of his correfpondence where hefpeaks 
of this, feveral fingular phrafes, which are to be found in two 
books ; Antiquite 4evoilee par fes Ufagts, and Origine du Defpotifmc 
Oriental. Thefe contain indeed much of the maxims inculcated in 
the reception difcourfe of the degree Illumlnatus Minor. '* Indeed I 
Jiave found, that Weifhaupt is much lefs an inventor than he is 
generally thought. 
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* 6 We muft confider the ruling propenfities of every, 
age of the world. At prefent the cheats and trick* of 
the priefts have roufed all men againft them, and agamft 
Chriftianity. But, at the fame time fuperftitioft and fa- 
naticifm rule with unlimited dominion, and the under- 
ftanding of man really feems to be going backward*. 
.Otfr tajk, therefore, is doubled. We, muft give fuch 
an account of things, that fanatics (hall not be alarmed, 
and that fhall, notwithftanding, excite a fpirit of free en- 
quiry* We muft not throw away the good with the 
bad, the child with the dirty water ; but we muft make 
the fecret doftrines of Chriftianity be received as the fe- 
crets of genuine Free Mafonry. But farther, we have to 
deal with the defpotifm of Princes. This increafes every 
day. But then, the fpirit of freedom breathes and fighs 
in every corner ; and, by the affiftance of hidden fchools 
of wifdom, Liberty and Equality, the natural and im- 
prefcriptible rights of man, warm and glow in every 
breaft. We muft therefore unite thefe extremes. We 
proceed in this manner* 

, Jefus Chrift eftabliflied no new Religion ; he 
would only fet Religion and Reafon in their ancient 

. rights. For this purpofe he would unite men in a com- 
mon bond. He would fit them for this by fpreading a 
juft morality, by enlightening the underftanding, and by 

. affifting the mind to (hake off all prejudices. He would 

. 'teach all men, in the firft place, to govern thetafeives. 
Rulers would then be oeedleCs, and equality and liberty 
would take , place without any revolution, by the natural 
and, gentfe operation of reafon and expediency. ThU 
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great Teacher allows himfelf to explain every part of 
the Bible in conformity to thefe purpofes ; and he for- 
bids all wrangling among his fcholars, becaufe every 
man may there find a reafonable application to his pe- 
culiar do&rines. Lei this be true or falfe, it does not 
fignify. This was a fi«iple Religion, and it was fo far 
infjtored j but the minds of his hearers were not fitted 
for receiving thefe doflxines. I told you, feys he, but 
you could not bear it. Many therefore were called, but 
few were chofen. To thefe eleft were erftrufted the tooft 
important fecrets ; and even among them there were 
degrees of information. There was a feve#ty, and a 
twelve. All this was in the natural order of things, and 
according to the habits of the Jews, and indeed of all 
antiquity. The Jewifh Theofophy was a myftery % 
like the Eteufinian, or the Pythagorean, $mfit for the 
vulgar. And thus the doftrines of Chriftianity were 
committed to the Adepti^ in a Difcipiina AYctini. By 
thefe they were maintained, like the Veftal Fire. They 
were kept up, only in hidden focieties, whb handed them 
down to pofterity ; and they are now pofleffed by the 
genuine Free Mafons." 

N. B. This explains the origin of many anonymous 
pamphlets which appeared about this time in Germany, 
fh owing that Free Mafoniy was Chriftianity. They 
have doubtfefs been the works of Spartacus and his par- 
-tizans among the Ecle&ic Mafons. Nicholai, the great 
apoftfc of infidelity, had given very favorable reviews of 
thefe performances, and having always fhewn himfelf an 
• advocate of fuch writers as depreciated Chriftianity, it 
was natural for him to take this opportunity of bringing 
it ftill lower in the opinion of the people. Spartacus 
therefore concejved a high opinion of the impQrtance 
of gaining Nicholai to the Order* He had before this 
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gained Leuchtfenring, a hot-headed fen^tic, who had 
fpied Jefuits in every corner, and fet Nicholai on his 
journey through Germany, to hunt rfiem out. This 
man finding them equally hated by the Illuipinati, was 
eafily gained, and was moft zealous m their caufe. H« 
engaged Nicholai, and Spartacus exults exceedingly in 
the acquifition, faying, u that he was an unwearied 
champion, et quidem contentiffimus" Of this man Phi- 
lo fays, 64 that he had fpread this Chriftianity into every 
corner of Germany. I have put meaning," lays Philo, 
* fi to all thefe dark fymbols, and have prepared both de- 
greesi introducing beautiful ceremonies^ which I have 
fele&ed from among thofe of the ancient communions, 
combined with thofe of the Rofaic Mafonry ; and now," 
fays he, 44 it will appear that we are the only true 
Chriftians. We fhall now be in a condition to fay a 
few words to Priefts and Princes. I have fo contrived 
things, that I would admit even Popes and Kings, after 
the trials which I have prefixed ; and they would be 
glad to be of the Order." 

But how is all this to be reconciled wjth the plan of 
Illumination, which is tp banifti Chriftianity altogether. 
Philo himfelf in maqy places fays, 46 that it is only a 

. cloak, to prevent fqueamiih people from ftarting back." 

-This is done pretty much in the fapje >vay that was pjrae- 
tifed in the French Mafonry. In one of their degrees, 
the Matter's degree is made typical of the death of Jefus 
Chrift* the preacher of Brotherly love. But, ip the next 
ftep, the Chevalier dji Soleil^ it is Reafon that has been 
deftroyed and entombed, and the Matter in this degree, 
the Sublime Philojophe^ occafjQns the difcovery of the 

. place where the body is hid ; Reafon rifes again* and fu- 
perflation and tyranny disappear, and all beepjmes clear ; 
man becomes free and happy. , « 

Let us hear Spartacus again. 
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Spartaeus, in another place* 

<c Wcmuft, lft. gradually explain away ajl our pre- 
paratory pious frauds. And when periods of difcern- 
ipent find fault, we muft defire them to confider the end 
of all our labour. This fan&ifies our means, which at 
any. rate are harmlefs, and have been ufeful, even in 
this cafe, becaufe they procured us a patient hearing, 
when otherwife jnen would have turned away from us 
like petted children. This will convince them of our 
fentiments in all the intervening points ; and our ambi- 
guous expreffions will then be interpreted into an endea- 
vour to draw anfwers of any kind, which may {how us 
the minds of our pupils, ad. We muft unfold, from 
hiftory and other writings, the origin and fabrication of 
all religious lies whatever ; and then, 3d. We give a 
critical hiftory of the Order. But I cannot but laugh, 
when I think of the ready reception which all this has 
# inct with from the grave and learned divines of Germany 
and of England ; and I wonder how their William fail- 
ed when he attempted to eftablifli a Deiftical Worfhip 
in London (what can this mean ?*) for, I am certain, 
that it muft have been moft acceptable to that learned 
tad free people. But they had not the enlightening of 
our days." I may here remark, thai Weifhaupt is pre- 
fuming too much on the ignorance of his friend, for 
there was a great deal of this enlightening in England at 
the time he fpeaks of, and if I am not miftaken, even 
this celebrated Profeffor of Irreligion has borrowed moft 
of his fcheme from this kingdom. This to be fure is 
nothing in our praife. But the Pantheisticon of 
Toland refembles Weifhaupt's Illumination in every 
thing but its rebellion and its villany. Toland's Socra- 
tic Lodge is an elegant pattern for Weifhaupt, and his 

* It means an attempt made by David Williams y [Am : E<LJ 
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Triumph of Reafon, his Philofophic Happinefs, his 
God, or Anima Mundi, are all folike the.harlh fyftem 
of Spartacus, that I am convinced that he has copied 
them, ftamping them with the roughnefs of his own cha- 
-rafter. But to goon ; Spartacus fays of the Englifh : 
Their poet Pope made his Effay on Man a fyftem of 
pure naturalifm, without knowing it, as Brother Chry- 
fippus did with my Prieft's Degree, and was equally 
aftonifhed when this was pointed out t,o him. Chryfip- 
pus is religious, but not fuperftitious. Brother Lucian 
(Nicholai, of whom I have already faid fo much) fays, 
that the grave Zolikofer now allows that it would be a 
very proper thing to eftablifh a Deiftical Worfhip at 
Berlin. I am not afraid but things will go on very well. 
But Philo, who was entrufted with framing the Prieft's 
Degree, has deftroyed it without any neceffity ; it 
n/ould, forfooth, ftartle thofe who have a hankering for 
Religion. But I always told you that Philo is fanatical 
. andprudifh. I gave him fine materials, and he has 
- ftuffed it full of ceremonies and child's play, and as Mi- 
nos fays, c'ejt jouer la religion. But all this may be 
corre&ed in the revifion by the Arcopagitce" 

N. B. I have already mentioned Baron Knigge's 
converfion to Illuminatifm by the M. de Conftanza, 
whofe name in the Order was Diomedes. Knigge 
(henceforth Philo) was, next to Spartacus, the mofl 
fervic^able man in the Order, and procured the greateft 
num^er of members. It was chiefly by his exertions 
among the Mafons in the Proteftant countries, that the 
EcleBic Syjlem was introduced, and afterwards brought 
under the direftion of the Illuminati. This conqueft 

. was owing entirely to his very extenfive conneQions 
among the Mafons. He travelled like a philofopher 

: from city to city, from Lodge to Lodge, and even 
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from houfe to houfe, before his Illumination, trying 
unite the Mafons, and he now went over the fame ground 
to extend the EckBic Syjttm^ and to get the Lodges put 
under the dire&ion of the Illuminati, by their choice of 
the Mafter and Wardens. By this the Order had an op- 
portunity of noticing the condu&of individuals; krid 
when they had found out their manner of thinking, and 
that they were fit for their purpofe, they never quitted 
them till they had gained them over to their party. We 
have feen, that he was by no means void of religious 
impreflions, arid we often find him offended with thp 
atheifm of Spartacus. Knigge was at the fame time a 
man of the world, and had kept good company. Weif- 
haupt had paffed his life in the habits of a college. 
Therefore he knew Knigge ? s value, and communicated 
to him all his proje&s, to be dreffed up by him for the 
tafte of fociety. Philo was of a much more affe&ionate 
difpofition, with fomethihg of a devotional turn, and 
was Clocked at the hard indifference of Spartacus. Af- 
ter labouring four years with great zeal, he was provok- 
ed with the difingenuous tricks of Spartacug, and he 
broke off all connexion with the Society in 1784, a«d 
fome time after publifhed a declaration of all that he 
had done in it. This is a moft excellent account of the 
plan and principles of the Order (at leaft as he conceiv- 
ed it, for Spartacus had much deeper views) and ihows 
that the aim of it was to abolifh Chriftianity, and all the 
ftate-governments in Europe, and to eftablifh a-great re- 
public. But it is full of romantic notions and enthufi- 
aftic declamation, on the hackneyed topics of univerfal 
citizenfhip, and liberty and equality. Spartacus gave 
him line, and allowed him to work on, knowing that 
he could difcard him when he chofe. I fhall after this 
give fome extra&s from Philo's letters, from which the, 
reader will fee the vile behaviour of Spartacus, and the 
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nature of his ultimate views. In the mean time we may 
proceed with the account of the principles of the fyfteau 

Spartacus to Cato* 

" Nothing would be more profitable to us than a 
right hiftory of mankind. Defpotifm has robbed them 
of their liberty. How can the weak obtain proteftion? 
Only by union; but this is rare. Nothing can bring 
this about but hidden focieties. Hidden fchools of wif- 
. dom are the means which will one day free men from 
their bonds. Thefe have in. all ages been the archives 
of nature, and of the rights of men ; and by them ftiall 
human nature be raifed from her fallen ftate. Princes 
and nations fhall vanifli from the earth. The human 
Jfcce will then become one family, and the world will be 
the dwelling of rational men. 

" Morality alone can do this. The head of every 
family will be what Abraham was, the patriarch, the 
priieft, and the unlettered lord of his family, and Reafon 
will be the code of laws to all mankind. ' This," fays 
Spaftacus, 44 is our great secret. True, there may 

. be fome difturbance ; but by and by the unequal will 
become equal ; and after the ftorm all will be calm, 

. Can the unhappy confequences remain when the grounds 
of diffenfion are removed ? Roufe yourfelves therefore, 

t O men ! affert your, rights ; and then will Reafon rule 
■with unperceived fway ; and all shall be happy.* 

* - Hapj5y France ! Cradle of illumination, where the morning 
of Reafon ,has dawned, difpelling the clouds of Monarchy and 
Chriftianity, Where the babe has funked the blood of the unenlight- 
ened, and Murder ! Fire ! Help I has been the lullaby to ling it 
"to flecp. 
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" Morality will perform all this ; and morality is the 
fruit of Illumination ; duties and rights are reciprocal. 
Where O&avius has no right, Cato owes him no duty. 
Illumination fhew&us our rights, and Morality follows ; 
that Morality which teaches us to be of age, to be otU of 
wardenfhip, to be full grown, and to walk without the 
leading firings of priefls and princes. 

" Jefus of Nazareth, the Grand Mafter of pur Or- 
der, appeared at a time when the world was in the utmoft 
diforder, and among a people who for ages had groaned 
under the yoke of bondage. He taught them the lef- 
fons of reafoiu To be more effective, he took in the aid 
of Religion — of opinions which were current — and, in 
a very clever manner, he combined his fecret doftrines 
with the popular religion, and with the cuftoms whttih 
lay to his hand. In thefe he wrapped up his leffons-^— 
he taught by parables. Never did any prophet lead men 
To eafily and fb fecurely along the road of liberty. He 
concealed the precious meaning and confequences of his 
doftrines ; but fully difclofed them to a chofen few. 
He fpeaks of a kingdom of the upright and faithful ; his 
Father's kingdom, Ttfhofe children we alfo are. Let us 
only take Liberty and Equality as the great aim of his 
doftrines, and Morality as the way to attain it, and eve- 
ry thing in the New Teftament will be comprehenfiblc ; 
and Jefus will appear as the Redeemer of flaves. Man 
is fallen from the condition of Liberty and Equality t 
the state of pure nature. He is under fubordi- 
nation and civil bondage, arifing from the vices of man. 
This is the fall, and original sin. The kin g- 
dom of grace is that reftoratiori which mfy be brought 
about by Illumination and ajuft Morality^ This is the 
new birth. When man lives under government, he 
is fallen, his worth is gone, and, his nature tarpilhed. 
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l&y fabduing our paflions, or limiting their cravings, we 
may recover a great deal of our original worth, and live 
in a ftate of grace. This is the redemption of men — this 
is accompiifhed by Morality ; and when this is fpread 
over the vtorid, we hate the kingdom or the just. 

" But alas ! the talk of felf-formation was too hard 
for the fubjefts of the Roman empire, corrupted by 
icvery fpecies of profligacy. A chofen few received 
the doftrines in fecret, and they have been handed down 
to us (but frequently almoft buried under rubbifh of 
man's invention) by the Free Mafons* Thefe three 
conditions of human fociety areexprefled by the rough, 
the fplit and the polilhed ftone* The rough ftone, and 
the one that is fplit, exprefs our condition under ci- 
vil government ; rough by every fretting inequality of 
condition ; and fplit, fince we are no longer one family; 
and are farther divided by differences of government, 
^rank* property, and religion ; but when reunited in one 
family, we are reprefented by the pplHhed ftone. G* is 
Grace; the Flaming Star is the Torch of Reafon. 
Thofe who poflefs this knowledge are indeed Illumi- 
nate Hiram is our fi&itious Grand Matter, (lain for 
the redemption of slaves ; the Nine Mafters are 
the Founders of the Order. Free Mafonry is a Royal 
Art, inafmuch as it teaches us to walk without trammels, 
and to govern ourfelves." 

Reader, are you not curious to learn fomething of this 
all-powerful morality,* fo' operative on the heart of the 
truly illuminated — of this difciplina arcani, entufted on* 
\y to the chofen few, and handed down to ProfefTor 
* Weifhaupt, to Spartacus, and his alTociat^s, who have 
cleared it of the rubbiih heaped on it by the dim-lighted 
> R 
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Mafons, and now beaming in its native luftre vn jtfae 
minds of the ArtopagiUz ? The teachers of ordinary 
Chriftianity have been labouring for almoft 2000 year^ 
with the New Teftament in their hands ; many of them 
with great addrefs, and many, 1 believe, with hone# 
zeal. But alas I they cannot produce fuch wonderful 
and qertain efFefts (for obferve, that Weiftiaupt repeat- 
edly affurcs us that his means are certain) probably for 
want of this difiiplina arcam, of wbofe efficacy So much 
is laid. Moft fortunately, Spartacus has given us a 
brilliant fpecimen of the ethics which illuminated hmr 
feif on a trying occafion, where an ordinary Chrtf&aa 
would have been much perplexed, or wovW hftve teke& 
«. road widely different from that of this illuftrious apos- 
tle of light. And feeing that feveral of the AreQjtVgiter 
co-operated in the traafa&ioa, and that k was carefully 
concealed from the profane and dwp-fighted world, 
can have no doubt but that it was conducted according 
to the di/ciplina zrcani of Illumination. I lhail give it 
in*his own words . 

Spartacus to Marius^ September 1,783. 

u I am now in the moft embarrafling iituaiion;, it 
«obs me of all reft, and makes me unfit for every thing- 
I am in danger of lofing at once my honor and my rep ci- 
tation, by whkh I have long had fuch influence. Whait 
think you — my fifter-in-iaw is with child. I have fent 
her to Euriphon* and am endeavouring to procure a 
marriage-licence from Rome* How much depends on 
this uncertainty — and there is not a moment to lof$. 
Should I fail, what is to be done ? What a return do I 
make by this to a perfon to whom I am fo much oblig- 
ed I (we fhall fee the probable meaning of this exclama- 
tion by and by.) We have tried every method in our 
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power to deftroy the child ; and I hope fhe is determined 
on every thing— even d — . (Can this mean death ?} 
But alas ! Euriphon is, I fear, too timid (alas ! poor 
Somali, thou art now under the difciflina arcani) and f 
fee no other expedient. Could I be but aflured of the 
fiknee of Celfus (a phyfician at Ingoldftadt) he can re- 
lieve me, and he prdmifed trie as muck three years ago* 
Do fpeak to him, if you think he will be ftaunch. I 
would not let Cato (his deareft friend, and his chief or 
fcniy confidant in the fcheme of 'Illumination) know it 
yet, becaufethe aflahr in other rcfpe&s requires his 
whole friendfoip. (Cato had all the pretty receipts.) 
Could you but help mc out of this diftrefs, you would 
igive me life, honor, and peace, and Jlrength to wort 
&gain in the great caufe. If you cannot, be aflured I 
•will vfentnre on the moft defperate ftroke (poor fifttr !) 
for it is fixed.— 1 will not lofe my honor. I cannot 
^conceive what devil Has made me to go aftray — me who 
Jiave always been fo careful enfuch occajtons. As yet alf 
is quiet, and none know of it but you and Euriphon. 
- Were it but time to undertake any thing — but alas ! it 
is the fourth month. Thefe damned priefts too — for the 
a£lton is fo criminally accounted by them, and fcanda- 
lifes the blood. This makes the utmoft efforts and the 
-moft defperate meafures abfoiutely neceffary." 

It will throw fame light on this tranfa&ion if we read 
! * letter from Spartacus to Cato about this time. 

u One thing more, my deareft friend — Would it be- 
•agreeable to you to have me for a brother-in-law. If 
nhis fhould be agreeable, and if it Can be brought about 
-without prejudice to my honor, as 1 hope it may, I 
am not without hopes that the connexion may take 
-place. But m the mean time keep it a fecret, and' only 
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give me permiffion to center into correfpondence on the 
fubje& with the good lady, to whom I beg you wilhof- 
fer my refpeQful compliments, and I will explain ipy^ 
felf more fully to you by word of mouth, and tell you 
my whole fituation. But I repeat it — the thing mutt be 
gone about with addrefs and caution. I would not for 
all the world deceive a perfon who certainly has not de^. 
fcrved fo of me." 

What interpretation can be put on this ? Cato feeras 
to be brother to the poor woman — he was unwittingly 
to furnifh the drugs, and he was to be dealt with about 
confenting to a marriage, which could not be altogether 
agreeable to him, fince it required a difpenfation, fhe 
being already the fifter-in-law of Weifhaiipt, either the 
filter of his farmer wife, or the widow of a deceafed 
brother. Or perhaps Spartacus really wifhes ta marry 
Cato's fitter, a different perfon from the poor womau 
in the ftraw ; and he conceals this adventure from his 
tjrufty friend Cato, till he fees what becomes of it. The 
child may perhaps be got rid of, and then Spartacus is a 
free man. There is a letter to Cato, thanking him £qr 
his friendfliip in the affair of the child— but it gives no 
light. I meet with another account, that the fitter of 
Zwack threw herfelf from the top of a tower, and beqt 
out her brains. But it is not faid that it was an only 
fitter; if it was, the probability is, that Spartacus had 
paid his addreffes to her, and fucceeded, and that the 
fubfequent affair of his marriage with his fifter-in-law or 
fomething worfe, broke her heart. This feems the beft 
account of the matter. For Hertel (Marius) writes to 
Zwack in November 178a: "Spartacus is this day 
gone home, but has left his litter-in-law pregnant behind 
(this is from Baffus HoflF.) About the new year he 
hopes to be made merry by a , who will be before 
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>11 kings and princes — a young Spartacur# T4ie Pope 
$dfo willrefpeQ: him, and legitimate him before the time," 

Now, vulgar Chriftian, compare this with the former 
declaration of Weifhaupt, in page 112^ where he appeals 
to the tenor of hrs former life, which had been fo fevere- 
ly fcrutiaifed, without diminiftiing his high reputation 
and great influence, and his ignorance and abhorrence 
- of all thofe things found in Cato's repofitories. You fee 
this was a furprife — he had formerly proceeded cauti- 
oufly. — He is the beft man," Cays Spartacus, " who beft 
-conceak his faults," — He was difappointed by Celfus, 
zuho had promifed him his ajfijlancc on fuch occajions 
three years ago, during which time he had been bufy in 
forming himfelf." How far he has advanced, the 
reader may judge. 

One is curious to know wl>at became of the poor wo- 
.man : flie was afterwards taken to the houfe of Baron 
Bafius ; but here the foolifh woman, for want of that 
. courage which Illumination, and the bright pro fpe£i of 
. eternal deep fhould have produced, took fright at the 
m dijciplina arcani^ left the houfe, and in the hidden fo- 
. ciety of a midwife and nurfe brought forth a young 
. Spartacus, who now lives to thank his father for his en- 
deavours to murder him. A " damned priejl" the good 
, Jiilhop of Freyfingen, knowing the cogent reafons, pro- 
. cured the difpenfation, and Spartacus was obliged, like 
„ another dim-fighted mortal, to marry her. The lean- 
dal was huflied, and would not have been discovered 
bad it not been for thefe private writings. 

JBut Spartacus fays (page 118) " that when you think 
him funk to the bottom, he will fpring up with double 
: vigour." In a- fubfequent work called Short Amendment 
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cf my Pl&n*) he fays, " If men were not habituated to 
wicked manners, his letters would be their own juftifi-t 
cation." He does not fay that he is without fault ; " but 
they are faults of the underftanding — not of the heart. 
He had, firft of all, to form himfelf ; and this is a work 
of time." In the affair of his fifter-in-law. he admits the 
fafts, and the attempts to deftrdy the child ; " but this 
is far from proving any depravity of heart. In his con- 
dition, his honor at (lake, whatelfe was left him to do ? 
His greateft enemies, the Jefuits, have taught that in 
fuch a cafe it is lawful to make away with the child,* 
and he quotes authorities from their books. " In the 
introductory fault he has the example of the beft of 
tnen. The fecond was its natural, confequence, it was 
altogether involuntary, and, in the eye of a philofophi^ 
cal judge (I prefume of the Gallic School) who does 
not fquare himfelf by the harfli letters of a blood4hirJly 
lawgiver, he has but a very trifling account to fettle* 
He had become a public teacher, and was greatly fol- 
lowed; this example might have ruined many young men. 
The eyes of the Order alfo were fixed on him. The 
/edifice refted on his credit ; had he fallen, he could 7m 
longer have been in a condition to treat the matters of vir- 
tue Jo as to make a lajling imprejjion. It was chiefly his 
anxiety to fupport the credit of the Order which deter- 
mined him to take this ftep. It makes for him, but by 
no means againjl him ; and the perfons who are moft m 
fault are the flavifti inquifitors, who have publifhed the 
tranfa&ion, in order to make his chara&er more remark- 
able, and to hurt the Order through his perfon ; and 
they have not fcrupled, for this hellifh purpofe, to fttr 
up a child againft its father I ! !" 

I make no refle&ions on th ; s very remarkable, and 
highly ufeful ftory, but content myfelf with faying, -that 
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Aia juftification by Weifhaupt (Avhich I have been carer 
1 ful to give in his own words) is the greateft inftance of 
effrontery and intuit on the fentiments of mankind that 
I have ever met with. We are all fuppofed as com* 
jpktely corrupted as if we had lived under die full bl*zf 
Illumination. 

Ia other places of this curious correfpondence wt 
learn that Minos, and others of the Arcopagite f wanted 
to introduce Atheifm at once, and not go hed^ng in thf 
manner they did ; affirming it was eafier to (how at once 
that Atheifm was friendly to fociety, than to explain al|L 
*beir Mafonic Chriftianity, which they were afterward* 
to fcow to be a bundle of lies. Indeed this purpofe, of 
not only abolifhing Chriftianity, but all pofitive religion 
•whatever, was Weifhaupt's favorite fcheme from the ber 
filming. Before he canvafled for his Order, in 1774* 
fee puWifhed a fi&itious antique, which he called Sidonii 
Apallinaris Fragmmta^ to prepare (as he exprefsly fays 
in another place) mens minds for the doftrkies of Rea- 
lign, which contains all the deteftabte do&rines of Robk- 
«et's Sfjltme it la Nature. The publication of the fe- 
cond part was flopped. Weifhaupt fays, in his Apo^ 
AOGY j ojt the Illumin ati, that before 1780 he ha<| 
jretra&ed his opinions about Materialifm, and about the 
inexpediency of Princes. But this is falfe : Philo fays 
jexprefsly, that every thing remained on its original foot- 
ing in the whoie pra&ice and dogmas of the Order when 
he quitted it in July 1784. AH this was concealed, and 
£ven the abominable Mafonry, in the account of the Or- 
der which Weifhaupt publifhed at Regeniburg ; and it 
required the conftaht efFprts of Philo to prevent bare 
flat Atheifm from being uniformly taught in their de- 
grees. He had told the council that Zeno would not 
be under a roof with a man who den/ed the immortality 
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of the foul. He complains of Minos's cramming irrelU 
gion down their throats in every meeting, and fays* that 
he frightened many from entering the Order. " Truth,* 
fays Philo, " is a clever, but a modeft girl, who muflrbe J 
led by the hand like a gentlewoman,* but not kicked 
about like a whore." Spartacus complains much of the 
fqeamiflmefs of Philo ; yet Philo is not a great deal be*- 
hihd him in irrelrgiott. When defcribiiig to Gat<5 the 
Chriftianity of the Prieft-degree, as he had rnanufaftur-* 
*ed it, he fays, " It is all one whether it be true or falfcy 
we mult have it, that we may tickle thofe who have ar 
hankering for religion." All the odds feems to be, that 
he was of a gentler difpofitioa, and had more deference, 
even for the abfurd prejudices of others. In one of 
his angry letters to Cato he fays ; " The vanity and felf 
conceit of Spartacus would have got the better of all 
prudence, had I not checked him, and prevailed on the 
Areopagitce but to defer the developement of the bold 
principles till we had firmly fecured the m^n. I even 
Avifhed to entice the candidate the more by giving him 
back all his former bonds of fecrecy, and leaving him at 
liberty to walk out without fear ; and I am certain that 
they were, by this time, fo engaged that we ftiould ndt 
have loft one man. But Spartacus had compofed an 
exhibition of his laft principles, for a difcourfe of recep- 
tion, in which he painted his three favorite myfterious 
-degrees,' which were to be conferred by him alone, in co- 
lours which had fafcinated his own fancy. .But they 
were the colours of hell, and would have feared the moft 
intrepid; and becaufe I reprefented the danger of this, 
and by force obtained the omiflion of this piQLure, he 
became my implacable enemy. I abhor treachery and 
profligacy, and leave him to blow himfclf and his Order 
in the air." 
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Accordingly this happened. It was this which terri- 
fied one of the four profe(Tors, and made him impart 
his doubts to the reft. Yet Spartacus feems to have pro* 
fited by the apprehenfions of Philo ; for in the laft re-» 
ception, he, fat the firft timfe, exafts a bond from the 
intrant, engaging himfelf for ever to the Order, and 
fwcarmg that he will never draw back. Thus admit- 
ted, HH>ecomes a fure card. The courfe of his life is 
in the hands of the Order, and his thoughts on a thou^ 
fond dangerous points; his imports concerning hi& neigh-* 
bours and friends'; in ftiort, his honor and his neck. 
The Deift, thus led on, has not far to go before he be* 
comes a Naturalift or Atheift ; and then the eternal 
fleep of death crowns all his humble hopes* 

Before giving an account of the higher degrees, 1 
(hall juft extract from one letter more on a lingular 
fuhjeft. 

Minos to Scboftian, 1782. 

a The propofal of Hercules to eftablifli a Minervat 
fchool for girls is excellent, but requires much circum-. 
fpe&ion. Philo and I have long converfed on this Tub- 
jeft. We cannot improve the world without improv- 
ing women, who have fuch a mighty influence on the 
men. But how fliall we get hold of them ? How will 
their relations, particularly their mothers, immerfed in 
prejudices, confent that others fhall influence their edu- 
cation ? We muft begin with grown girls. Hercules 
propofesthe wife of Ptolemy Magus. I have no ob- 
jection ; and I have four ftep-daughters, fine girls. The 
oldeft in particular is excellent. She is twenty-four, 
has read much, is abpve all prejudices, and in religion 

S 
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fhk thirtk* as E do* They h*ve much acquaintance 
among tlSk young ladies their relations (N. B. we don*t 
kaow (be rank of Minos, but as he docs not ufe the 
werd Bavlen+b&t Fmucnziirmer, it is probable tha£ri* 
is not high*) It may immediately be a very pietty So- 
ciety, uridei* ^management of Ptolemy's wife, but re^ 
ally under his management. You muft contrive pretty 
clrigfees, arid dteffes, arid ornaments, and elegant and 
decent rituals. No man mud be admitted* This will 
make thm bceome more keen, and they will go much 
father than if we were prefent, or than if they thought 
thai we knew of their proceedings. Leave them to th« 
flope of their own fancies, and they will- foon invito 
myfteries which will put us to the blufh, and create ar* 
enthufiafm which we can never equal. They will be 
din great apoftles* " ReSe& on tho refpeft^ nay the awe 
and tera>r infpired by the female my (lies of antiquity. 
(Think of the Danaids- — think of the Theban Bacchrinte&} 
Ptolemy's wife muft direft them, and Ihe will be inh 
ftru&ed by Ptolertiy* a^id tfty Rep^daaighters will confuk 
with me. We muft always be at hand to prevent the in^ 
$odndi<$n of any improper quefti©& We muff pre- 
pare themes £br their difcuffion*~*thus we fhaft confefe 
them, and infpitc them with our fentiraent& No man 
however muft come near them. This will fire thehr 
voving fancies* andwemajr expe&rarfe myfteries. BtA 
1 am doubtful whetKet this Affociation will be durable* 
Women are fickle and impatient. Nothing will pkeafo 
them but hurrying from degree to degree, through^ 
heap of infignificant ceremonies, which will foon lofe 
their novelty and influence. To reft ferioully in one 
*ank, and to be ftill and fclent when they have found put 
that the whole is a cheat (hear the words of an expert 
enced Mafon) i& a talk ^f which they are ineapablei 
They have not our motives to perfevere for years, al- 
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lowing dieinfelves to be led ab6ut, and even then to hold 
fheir tongues when they fihd that they haVe been deceiv- 
ed. Nay there is a rilk that they may take it into their 
heads to give things an oppofite turn, ai)d then, by vo- 
luptuous allurements, heightened by affe&ed modefty 
and decency, wbidi ! give them an }rrefiftible empire 
over the beft raeft, they may turn bur Order upfide 
4own, and in- their tu to wijl lead the new one." 

Such, is the information which jnay be got from the 
private correfpondence. It is needlefs to make more 
extrafts of every kind of vice and trick. I have tak£n 
fuch as fhow a little of the plan of the Order, as far as 
4he degree of Illummalus Minor , and the vile purpofes 
which ate concealed under all their fpecious dfcclamarfoh. 
A very minute account is given of the plan, the rituAl, 
t ceremonies, &c. and eveji the inftru&ions and difcourfes, 
in a book called the Athte Ittuminat, pabliftied at Edejfe 
{Frankfurt) in 1787. Philo fays, " that this is quite 
accurate, but that he does not kflow the author." I pro- 
ceed to give an account of their higher degrees, as they 
are to be feen in the book called Ncuejte Arbeitung its 
Spartacus und Philo* And the authenticity of the ac- 
counts is attefted by Grollman, a private gentleman of 
independent fortune, who read them, figned and fealed 
by Spartacus and the Areopagitce. e 

The feries of ranks r and progrefs of the pupil were ar- 
ranged as follows : 



NuRfrERY,-< 



- - - Preparation, 

- - - Novice, 

- - - - Minerval, 

- - - Illurain, Minors 
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- Apprentice, 

- Fellow Crafty 
Masonry*-^ ^ - - - - Matter, 

Ilium. Major j Scotch Novice, 
Ilium, dirigcns, Scotch knight. 

T pfTer J Prcftyter, Prieft, -1 
" ucr * 1 Prince, Regent, . 




Greater, 



The Reader mull be almoft fick of fo much yillany^ 
and would be difgufted with the minute detail, in, which 
the cant of the Order is ringing continually in bis eai^s. 
I fliall therefore only give fuch a fliort extraft as m4y 
fix our notions of the objefl of the Order, and t^e 
morality of the means employed for attaining it. /\JTe 
need not go back to the lower degrees, and fliall begin 
with the ILLUMINATUS DIRIGENS* or Scotch 
Xnight. 

After, a ffiort introduction, teaching us how the holy 
fecret Chapter of Scotch Knights is aflerabled, we Mve, 

I. Fuller accounts and inftru&ions relating to the whole. 

II. Inftruftions for the lower clafles of Mafonry. HI. 
Inftru&ions relating to Mafon Lodges in general, iy. 
Account of a reception into this degree, with the bopd 
which each fubferibes before he can be admitted. V* 
Concerning the folemn Chapter, for reception. .VI. 
Opening of the Chapter. VII. Ritual of Reception, 
and the Oath. VIII. Shutting of the Chapter. IX. 
dgape 9 or Love Feaft. X. Ceremonies of the confe- 
cration of the Chapter. Appendix. A, Explanation of 
the Symbols of Free Maibnry.. B, Catechifm forthc 
Scotch Knight, C, Secret Cypher* 
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In No. 1, it is laid that the chief ftudy of the Scotch 
Knight is to work on all men in fuch a way as is molt 
infinuating. II. He muft endeavour to acquire the 
jioffeffion of confiderable property. III. In all Mafon 
Lodges we muft try fecretly to get the upper hand. The 
Mafons do not know what Free Mafonry is, their high 
obje&s, nor their higheft Superiors, and Ihould be di- 
re£ted by thofe who will lead them. along the right road. 
In preparing a candidate fof the degree of Scotch Knight- 
hood, we muft bring him into dilemmas by catching 
tjtieftions. — W e muft endeavour to get the difpofal of 
the money of the Lodges of the free Mafons, or at 
leaft take care that it be applied to purpofes favorable 
to our Order— but this muft be done in a way that ftiall 
not be remarked. Above all, we muft pulh forwand 
•With all our Ikill, the plan of Ecle&ic Mafonry, and for 
this purpofe fallow up the circular letter already fent to 
all the Lodges with every thing that can increafe their 
prefent emb'arralfment." In the bond of No. IV. the 
candidate binds himfelf td u conlider and treat the Illu- 
minati as the Superiors of Free Mafonry, and endea- 
vour in all xhe Mafon Lodges which he frequents, to 
have the Mafonry of the Illuminated, and particularly 
' the Scotch Noviciate, introduced into the Lodge." 
(This is not very different from the Mafonry of the 
Chevalier de V Aigle of the Rqfaic Mafonry, making 
the Matter's degree a fort of commemoration of the paf- 
fion^ but without giving that character to Chriftianity 
"which is peculiar to Illuminatifm.) Jefus Chrift is re- 
prefented as the enemy of fuperftitious obfervances, and 
the affertor of the Empire of Reafon and of Brotherly 
love, and his death and memory as dear to mankind. 
-This evidently paves the way for Weifhaupt's Chrifti- 
anity. The Scotch Knight alfo engages " to confider 
the Superiors of the Order as the unknown Superiors 
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of Free Mafonry, and to contribute all he can to tiheir 
gradual union." In the Oath, No. VII* the candidate 
fays, " I will never more be a flatterer of the great, I 
^rill never be a lowly fervant of princes ; but I will ftri ve 
with fpirit, and with addrefs, for virtue, wifdom? an4 
liberty. I will powerfully oppofe fuperftition, (lander, 
and defpotifm; fo, that like a true fon of the Order, I 
may ferve the world. I will never facrifke the general 
good, and the happinefs of the world, to my private 
inte*eft. I will, boldly defend my Brother againft flan- 
der, will follow out the traces of the pure and true Re- 
ligion pointed out to me in my inftru&ions, and in the 
do&rines of Mafonry ; and will faithfully report to nfy 
Superiors the progrefs I make therein." - 

When he gets the ftroke which dubs him a Knight, 
the Prefes fays to him, " Now prove thyfelf, by thy 
ability, equal to Kings, and never from this time for- 
ward bow thy knee to one who is, like thyfelf, but a. 
man/' ' 

No. IX is an account of the Love-Feafh 

.lft, There is a Table Lodge, opened as ufual, but 
in virtue of the ancient Mafter-word. Then it is faid, 
" Let moderation, fortitude, morality, and genuine 
love of the Brethren, with the overflowing of innocent 
and cardefs mirth reign here." (This is almoft verba- 
tim from Toland.) 

2d, In the middle of a bye -table is a chalice, a pot 
of wine, an empty plate, and a plate of unleavened 
bread — All is covered with a green cloth. 
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3i, When the Table Lodge is ended, and tlie Pre- 
feft fees no obftacle, he ftrikes on this bye-table the 
ftrokeof Scotch* Mafter, and his fignal is repeated by 
the Senior Warden. All are ftill aijd filent. The Pre- 
fca lifts off the cloth. 

4^, The Prefeft alks, whether the Knights are in the 
4ifpoiition to partake of the Love-Feaft in earned, peace, 
and contentment. If none hefitates, or offers to retire* 
lie takes the plate with $e bread and fays, 

" J. of N. our Grand-Mafter, in the night in which 
he was betrayed by his friends, perfecuted for his love 
for truth, imprifoned, and condemned to die, affem- 
bled his trufty Brethren, to celebrate his laft Love-Feaft 
—which is Ggnified to us in many ways. He took bread 
(taking it) and broke it (breaking it) and bleffed it, and 
gave it to his difciples, &c. — This fhall be the mark of 
Qur Holy Union, &c. Let each of you examine his 
heart, whether love reigns in it, and whether he, in full 
imitation of our Grand-Mafter, is ready to lay down 
his life for his Brethren. 

44 Thanks be to our Grand-Mafter, who has appoint- 
ed this feaft as a memorial of his kindnefs, for the unit- 
ing of the hearts 7 of thofe who love him. — Go in peace, 
and bleffed be this new Affociation which we have form- 
ed. — Bleffed be ye who remain loyal and ftrive for the 
good caufe." 

5* A, The Prefeft immediately clofes the Chapter with 
the ufual ceremonies of the Loge de Table. 

6th, It is to be bbferved, that no prieft of the Order 
inuft be prefent at this Love-Feaft, and that even the 
Brother Servitor quits the Lodge. 
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I muft obferve here, that Philo, the manufacturer oF 
this ritual, has done it very injudicioufly ; it has no re- 
femblance whatever to the Love-Feaft of the primitive 
Chriftians, and is merely a copy of a. fimilar thing in one* 
of the fteps of French Mafonry. . Philo's reading in 
church-hiftory was probably very fcanty, or he trufted 
that the candidates would not be very nice in their exa- 
mination of it, and he imagined that it would do nrfeH ; 
enough, and " tickle fuch as had a religious hankering/*' 
Spartacus diftiked it exceedingly — it did not accord 4 
with his ferious conceptions, and he juftly calls it jfvuer* 
la Religion. 

The difcourfe of reception is to be found alfo in the 
fecret correfpondence (Nachtrag II. Abtheilung^ p, 44). 
But it is needlefs to infert it here. I have given the fub- 
ftance of this and of all the Cofmo-political declamati- 
ons already in the panegyric introduction to the account 
of the procefs of education. And in Spartacus's letter, 
and in Philo's I have given an abftraft of the introduc- 
tion to the explanation given in this degree of the fym- 
bols of Free Mafonry. With refpe£t to the explanation 
itfelf, it is as flovenly and wretched as can be imagined, 
and (hows that Spartacus trufted to much more opera-* 
tive principles in the human heart for the receptipn of 
his norxfenfe than the dictates of unbiafled reafon. None 
but promifing fubjefts were admitted thus far — fuch as 
would not boggle ; and their principles were already 
fufficiently apparent to aflure him that they would be 
contented with any thing that made game of religion, and 
would be diverted by the ferioufnefs which a chance de- 
votee might exhibit during thefe filly caricatures of 
Chriftianity and Free Maforflry. But there is confidara- 
ble stddixfs in the way that Spartacus prepares his pupils 
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for having all this mummery fliown in its true colours^ 
and overturned. 

„v <c Examine, read, think on jhefe fymbols. /Therd 
many things k which one cannot find out without a 
guide nor even learn without inftru&ion. They require 
ftudyand zeal. Should you in any future period think 
%at you Jiave conceived a clearer notion of them, that 
you ha^e found a paved road, declare your difqoveriea 
tp your Superiors ; it is thus that you . improve your 
mind ; they.expeft this of you ; they know the true path 
: — but will not point it out — enough if they aflift you in 
every approach to it, and warn you when you recede 
- from it. They have even put things in your way to try 
your powers of leading yourfelf through the difficult 
track of difcovery. In this procefs the weak head finds 
only child's play — the initiated finds obje&s of thought 
which language cannot exprefs, and the thinking mind 
finds^food for his faculties." , By fuch forewarnings as 
tl^efe Weifliaupt leaves room for any deviation, for any 
feptimentor opinio of the individual that he may after* 
waj*ds choofe to encourage, and " to whifper in their ear 
(as he exprefles it) many things which he did not find its 
prudent to infert in a printed cpmpend." 

But all the principles and aim of Spartacus and ofhi9 
Cftder are molt diftin&ly feen in the third or Myftery* 
Ciafs/ I proceed therefore to give Tome account of it* 
By' the Table it appears to have two degrees, the Leffcr 
and the Greater Myfteries, each of which have two de- 
partments, one relating chiefly to Religion and the other 
to Politics. 

The Prieft's degree contains, 1. An Introdu£lion. 2. 
Further Accounts of the Reception into this degree. 3. 

T 
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What n called Inftru&ion in the Third Chamber, wfiidl 
the candidate muff read over. 4. The Ritual of Re- 
ception. 5. Inftru&ion for the Firft Degree of the 
Prieft's Clafs, called InJlrufUo in Scientificis. 6. Ac- 
count of the Confecration of a Dean, the Superior ®f 
this Lower Order of Priefts. 

The Regent degree contains, 1. Dire&ions to the* 
Provincial concerning the difpenfation of this degrcfci 
8. Ritual of Reception. 3. Syftem of Dire&ion for 
the whole Order. 4. Inftru&ion for the whole Regent 
degree. 5. Inftru&ion for the Prefers or Local Supe* 
riors. 6» Inftruftion for the Provincials. 

The moil remarkable thing in the Prieft's degree is 
the Inftruftion in the Third Chamber. It is to be found 
in the private correfpondence. (Nnchtrage Original 
Schriften 1787, 2d Abthtilmg*, page 44.) There it 
has the title Difcourfe to the Illuminaii Dirigent4s 3 of 
Scotch Knights. In the critical hiftory, which is an- 
nexed to the Ntucfle Arbeitung, there is an account given 
of the reafon fipr this denomination ; and notice is taketi 
*f fome .differences between the inftruftions here con- 
tained and that difcourfe* 

This inftru&ion begins with fore complaints of tfet 
low condition of the human race ; and the caufes are de- 
duced from religion and ftate-government. " Men ori- 
ginally led a patriarchal life, in which every father of a 
family was the fole lord of his houfe and his property, 
while he himfelf pofleffed general freedom and equiity. 
But they fufFered themfclves to be oppreffed— gave 
themfelves up to civil focieties, and formed ftates. Even 
by this they fell ; and this is the fall of man, by whkh 
they were thruft into unfpe^kable mifery. To get out 
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#F tliis ftate, to be freed and bofn again, there is n# 
cither mean than the ufe of pure Reafon, by which a* 
general morality taay be eftablifhed, which will put man 
in a condition to govern himfelf, reg3in his original 
ifeorth, and difpenfe with all political fupports, and par- 
ticularly with rulers. This can be done in no o&er way 
but by fecret affociations, which will by degrees, and 
in filence, poflefs themfelves of the government of the 
States,* and make ufe of thofe means for this purpofe 
which the wicked ufe for attaining their bafe ends. Prin- 
ces and Priefts are in particular, and kaf exoche^ th& 
wicked, whofe hands we muft tie up by nl^ans of thefe 
aflbciations, if we cannot root them out altogether. 

" Kings are parents- The paternal power ceafes with 
|he incapacity of the child ; and the father injares his 
child, if he pretends to retain his right beyond this pe* 
riod. When a nation comes of age, their ftate of ward- 
ship is at an end/* , 

Here follows a long declamation againft patriotifm, 
its a narrow-minded principle when compared with true 
£offBQ-politifnu Nobles are repfefented a& " a race of 
men that ferve not the nation but. the Prince, whom a 
tint from the Sovereign ftirs up againft the nation, who 
mt retained fervants and minifters of defpotifm, and the 
jneaa for oppreffing national liberty. Kings are accufed 
©fa tacit convention, under, the flattering appellation of 
-the, balance of power, to keep nations in fubje&ion, 

" The mean to regain Reafon her rights — to raife li- 
iberty from its afhes^-to reftare to man his original rights 
— to produce the previous revolution in the rtiiftd of 
man — to obtain an eternal vi&ory over opprcffors — and 
to work the redemption, of mankind, is fecret fchools of 



Digitized by 



fo» THE ILLUMINATI. 

wifidom. When the worthy have ftrengthened their a£ 
fociation by numbers, they are fecure, and then they 
begin to become powerful, and terrible to the wicked, 
of whom many will, for fafety, amend themfelves — 
many will come over to our party, and we fhall bind 
the hands of the reft, and finally conquer them. Who- 
ever fpreads general illumination augments mutual feed- 
rity ; illumination and fecurity make princes unneffary ^ 
illumination performs this by creating an efFeftive Mo- 
rality, and Morality makes a nation of full age fit to go- 
vern itfelf; and fince it is not impoffible to produce a 
juft Morality, it is poflible to regain freedom for the 
world." ' ; 

* 6 We mull therefore ftrengthen our band, and efta- 
blifti a legion, which fhall reftore the rights of man, 
original liberty and independence. 

" Jefus Chrift"— but I am fick of all this. The fol- 
lowing queftions are put to the candidate : 

1. " Are our civil conditions in the world the defti- 
nations that feem to be the end of our nature, or the 
purpofes for which man was placed on this earth, or are 
they not ? Do ftates, civil obligations, popular religion, 
fulfil the intentions of men who eftablifbed them ? Do 
fecret aifociations promote inftru&ion and true human 
happinefs, or are they the children of neceffity, of the 
multifarious wants, of unnatural conditions, or the in- 
ventions of vain and cunning men ?" 

2. " What civil aflbciation, what fcience do you 
think to the purpofe, and what are not ?" 
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A 3. " Has there ewr been any other in the world, is 
there no other more fimple condition, and what do you 
think of it ?" 

: 4. " Does it appear poffible, after having gone through; 
all the nonentities of our civil conltitutions, to recover 
for once our firft fimplicity, and get back to this honor- 
able uniformity ?" 

5. " How can one begin this noble attempt ; by means 
of open fupport, by forcible revolution, or by what 

. other way ?" 

6. " Does Chriftianity give us any hint to this pur- 
pofe ? does it not recognife fuch a bleffed condition as 
once the lot of man, and as ftill recoverable ?" 

7. " But is this holy religion the religion that is now 
profefTed by any fe6l on earth, or is it a better ?" 

8. " Can we learn this religion — can the world, as it 
is, bear the light ? Do you think that it would be of 
fervice, before numerous obftacles are removed, if we 
taught men this purified religion, fublime philofophy, 
and the art of governing themfelves ? Or would not 
'this hurt, by roufing the interefted paffions of men ha- 

' bituated to prejudices, who would oppofe this as wick- 
ed ?" 

9. w May it not be more advifable to do away thefe 
corruptions bit by bit, in filence, and for this purpofe 
to propagate thefe falutary and heart-confoling do&rines 

' f iti fecret ?' 

10. " Do we not perceive traces, of fuch a fecret doc- 
• trine in the ancient fchools of philofopby } in the doc- 
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trines and inftruftions of the Bible, which Cbtrift, th» 
Redeemer and Liberator of the human race, gave to his; 
trufty difciples ? Do you not obferve an education, pro- 
ceeding by fteps of this kind, handed down to us from 
his time till the prefent ?" 

In the ceremonial of Reception, crowns and fceptres 
are reprefented as tokens of human degradation. " The 
plan of operation, by which our higher degrees aft, 
muft work powerfully on the world, and mull give ano^ 
ther turn to all our prefent conftkutions." 

Many other queftions are put to the pupil during his 
preparation, and his anfwers are given in writing. Some 
of thefe refcripts are to be found in the fecret correfpon- 
dence. Thus, " How far is the pofition true, that all 
thofe means may be u fed for a good purpofe which 
the wicked have employed for a bad?" And along 
with this queftion there is an injunflion to take counfei 
from the opinions and conduft of the learned and wor- 
thy out of the fociety. In one of the anfwers, the ex- 
ample of a great philofopher and Cofmo-polite is ad- 
duced, who betrayed a private correfpondence entrufted 
to him, for the fervice of freedom ; the cafe was Dr. 
Franklins. In another, the power of the Order was 
extended to the putting the individual to death ; and the 
reafon given, was, that " this power was allowed to ail 
Sovereignties, for the good of the State, and therefore 
belonged to the Order, which was to govern the world." 
" N. B. We muft acquire the direction of educa- 
tion — of church-management — of the profefforial chair, 
and of the pulpit. We muft bring our opinions into 
fafhion by every art — fpread them among the people by 
the help of voung writers. We muft preach the warra- 
concern for humanity, and make people, indifferent 
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to afl other relations. We mud take care that our wri- 
ters be well puffed, and that the Reviewers do not de<- 
preciate them ; therefore we muft endeavour by every 
mean to gain over the Reviewers and Journalifts ; and 
we muft alfo try to gain the bookfellers, who in time 
will fee that it is their intereft to fide with us." 

I conclude this account of the degree of Trefbyter 
with remarking, that there were two copies of it employ- 
ed occafionally. In one of them all the moft offenfive 
things in refpeft of church and ftate were left out. 

In the Regent degree, the proceedings and inftruc- 
lions are condufted in the fame manner. Here, it is 
fetid, " We muft as much as poflible feleft for this de- 
gree perfons who are free, independent of all princes ; 
particularly fuch as have frequently declared themfelves 
difcontented with the ufual inftitutions, and their wifhe$ 
to fee a better government eftabliftied." 

Catching queftions are put to the candidate for thi$ 
degree; fuch as, 

1. " Would the Society be objeftionable which 
fliould (till the greater revolution of nature fliould be 
ripe) put monarchs and rulers out of the condition to do 
harm ; which in filence prevents the abufe of power, by 
furrounding the great with its members, and thus not 
only prevents their doing mifchief, but even make* 
them do good ?" 

st. " Is not the obje&ion unjuft, That fuch a Society 
may abufe its power. Do not our rulers frequently 
abufe their power, though we are filent ? This power is 
not fo fecure as in the hands of our Members, whoni 
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.we train up with fo much care, and place about princes 
.after mature deliberation and choice. If any govern- 
ment can be harmlefs which is erefted by man, furely it 
mull be ours, which is founded on morality, fore-fight^ 
.talents, liberty, and virtue," &c. 

The candidate is prefented for reception in the cha-* 
jrafter of a flave ; and it is demanded of him what has 
brought him into this moft miferable of all conditions* 
Jle anfwers — Society — the State — Submiflivenefs — 
F&lfe Religion. A fkeleton is pointed out to him, at 
the feet of which are laid a Crown and a Sword. He 
isaflced, whether that is the fkeleton of a King, a No- 
bleman, or a Beggar ? As he cannot decide, the Pre- 
{idem of the meeting fays to him, " the charafter of be-» 
ing a Man is the only one that is of importance." 

. In a long declamation on the hackneyed topics, wft 
have here and there fome thoughts which have not yet 
come before us. 

" We muft allow the underlings to imagine (bat with- 
out telling them the truth) that we direQ: all the Free 
Mafon Lodges, and even all other , Orders, arid that .the 
greateft monarchs are under our guidance, which indeed 
is here and there the cafe. 

" There is no way of influencing men fo powerfully 
as by means of the women. Th^fe fhould therefore be 
our chief ftudy ; we fhould infinuate ourfelves into their 
good opinion, give them hints of emancipation from 
the tyranny of public opinion, and of ftandjng up for 
themfelves ; it will be an immenfe relief to their enflav^ 
ed minds to be freed from any one bond of reftraint, 
and it will fire them the more, and caufe them to work 
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for us with zeal, without knowing that they do fo; for 
they will only be indulging their own defire of perfonal 
admiration* 

" We muft win the common people in every corner* 
This will be obtained chiefly by means of the fchools, 
~and by open, hearty behaviour, fliow, condefcenfion, 
popularity, and toleration of their prejudices, which we 
fliall at leifure root out and difpel, 

' - " If a writer publilhes any thing that attrafts notice, 
$nd is in itfelf juft, but does not accord with our plan* 
we muft endeavour to win him over, or decry him. 

* u A chief obj eft of our care muft be to keep down 
»that flavifti veneration for princes which fo much difgra- 

ces all nations. Even in the foi-difant free England, 
the filly Monarch fays, We are gracioufly pleafed, and 

• the more fimple people fay, Amen. Thefe men, com- 
monly very weak heads, are only the farther corrupted 
by this fervile flattery. But let us at once ■ give an ex- 
ample of our fpirit by our behaviour with Princes ; we 
muft avoid all familiarity— never entruft biirfelves to 
them — behave with precilion, but with civility, as to 
other men— fpeak of them on an equal footing— this 

. will in time teach them that they are by nature men, if 
. they have fenfe and fpirit, and that only by convention 
. they are Lords. . We muft affiduoufly colleft anecdotes, 
. and the honorable and mean aftions, both of the lead 
and the greateft, and when their names oqcur in any 
records which are read in our meetings, let them ever 
. be accompanied by thefe marks of their real worth. 

" The great ftrength of our Order lies in its conceal, 
toent ; let it never appear in any place in its ownname^ 

- - - • ■ - - -v • - 
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but always covered by another name, and another oc- 
cupation. None is Jitter than the three lower degrees of 
Free Mafonry ; the public is accujtomcd to it, expeSs lit- 
tle from it, and therefore takes little notice of it. Next 
to this, the form of a learned or literary fociety is beft 
fuited to our purpofe, and had Free Mafonry not exift- 
ed, this cover would have been employed ; and it may 
be much more than a cover, it may be a powerful engine 
in our hands. By ejlablifhing reading focitties, and fub- 
Jcription libraries, and taking thefe wader our direction? 
and fupplying them through our labours^ -we mny turn the 
public mind which way we with 

In like manner we tnuft try to obtain an influence in 
the military academies (this may be of mighty confe- 
quence) the print in g-houfes, book fellers (hops, chapters,, 
and in ftiort in all offices which have any effeft, either 
in forming, or in managing, or even in directing the 
mind of man : painting and engraving are highly worth 
our care/'* 

" Could our Prefeft (obferve it is to the Illuminati 
Regentes he is fpeaking, whofe officers are PrtfeBi) fill 
the judicatories of a ftate with our worthy members, he 
does all that man can do for the Order. It is better than 
to gain the Prince himfelf. Princes fhould never get be- 
yond the Scotch knigthood. They either never profe- 
cute any thing, or they twill every thing to their owii 
advantage. 

* (They were ftrongly fufpe&ed of having pubKflied fome fcaiw 
«Ialous caricatures, and fome very immoral prints.) They fcrupled 
at no mean, however bafe, for corrupting the nation. Mirabeaw 
liad done the fame thing at Berlin. By political caricatures and 
filthy prints, they corrupt even fuch as cannot read. 
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A Literary Society is the raoff proper form for the 
introduction of our Order into any ftate where we are 
yet Grangers." (Mark this !) 

" The power of the Order muft furely be turned to 
the advantage of its Members. All muft be affifted. 
They muft be preferred to all perfons otherwife of equal 
merit* Money, fen/ices, honor, goods, and blood, muft 
be expended for the fully proved Brethren, and the un- 
fortunate muft be relieved by the funds of the Society/' 

As evidence that this was not only their inftruftions, 
but alfo their afliduous praftice, take the following report 
from the overfeer of Greece (Bavaria.) 

In Cato's hand-writing. 

16 The number (about 600) of Members relates to 
Bavaria alone. 

" In Munich there is a well-conftituted meeting of lU 
luminati Majores, a meeting of excellent Illuminati Mi- 
nores, a refpeftable Grand Lodge, and two Minerva! 
Affemblies. There is a Minerval AfTembly at Freyf- 
fing, at Landfberg, at Burghaufen, at Strafburg, at 
Ingolftadt, and at laft at Regenfburg.* 

" At Munich we have bought a houfe, and by clever 
meafures have brought things fo far, that the citizens 
take no notice of it, and even fpeak of us with efteem. 
We can openly go to the houfe every day, and carry 
on the bufinefs of the Lodge. This is a great deal for 

* In this fmall turbulent city there were eleven fecret focieties of 
Mafons, Rofycracians, Clair-voyants," &c« 
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this city. In the houfe is a good mufeum of natural 
hiftory, and apparatus for experiments ; alfo a library 
which daily increafes. The garden is well occupied by 
botanic fpecimens, and the whole has the appearance of 
a fociety of zealous naturatifts. 

" We get all the literary journals. We take care, 
by well-timed pieces, to make the citizens and the Prin- 
ces a little more noticecUfor certain little flips. We op- 
pofe the monks with all our might, and with great fuc- 
cefs, 

" The Lodge is conftituted entirely according to our 
fyftem, and has broken off entirely from Berlin, and we 
have nearly finiflied our tfanfaftions with the Lodges of 
Poland, and fhall have them under our direftion. 

w By the a&ivity of our Brethren, the Jefuits have 
been kept out of all the profeflbrial chairs at Ingolftadt, 
and our friends prevail," 

" The Widow Duchefs has fet up her academy en- 
tirely according to our plail, and we have all the Pro- 
feflbrs in the Order. Five of them are excellent, arid 
the pupils will be prepared for us, 

u We have got Pylades put at the head of the Fife, 
and he has the church-money at his difpofal. By pro- 
perly ufing this money, we have been enabled to put % 

our Brother 's houfehold in good order ; which he 

had deftroyed by going to the Jews. W e have fup- 
ported more Brethren under Similar misfortunes. 

" Our Ghoftly Brethren have been very fortunate 
this laft year, for we have procured for them feveral 
good benefices, parifhes, tutorfhips, &c. 
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44 Through our means Arminius and Cortez have 
gotten Profefforfhips, and many of our younger Breth- 
ren have obtained Burfaries by our help. 

44 We have been very fuccfcfsful againff the Jefuits, 
and brought things to fuch a bearing, that their reve- 
nues, fiich as the Million, the Golden Alms, the Ex- 
ercifes, and the Converfion Box, are now under the 
management of our friends. So are alfo their concerns 
in the univerfity and the German fdhool foundations. 
The application of all will be determined prefently, and 
we have fix members and four friends in the Court. 
This has coft our fenate fome nights want of fleep. 

44 Two of our bed youths have got journies from the 
Court, and they will go* to Vienna, where they will do 
us great fervice. 

64 All the German Schools, and the Benevolent Soci- 
ety, are at laft under our dire&ion. 

We have got feveral zealous members in the courts 
of juftice, and we are able to afford them pay, and 
other good additions. 

44 Lately, we have got poffeffion of the Bartholomew 
Inftitution for young clergymen, having fecured all its 
fupporters. Through this we fliall be able to fupply 
Bavaria with fit prietts. 

44 By a letter from Philo we learn, that one of the 
higheft dignities in the church was obtained for a zea- 
lous Illuminatus, in oppofition even to the authority 
and right of the Bilhop of Spire, who is rcprelen^cd ks 
a bigdtted and tyrannical pridt." ; ; 
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Such were the leffer myfteries of the Uluminati. But 
there remain the higher myfteries. The fyftem of thefe 
has not been printed, and the degrees were conferred ' 
only by Spartacus himfelf, from papers which he never 
entrufted to any perfon. They were only read to the 
candidate, but no copy was taken. The publilher of 
the Neutjlt Arbeitung fays that he has read them (fo (ays 
Grollman.) He fays, " that in the firft degfee of Ma- 
gus or Philosophus, the do&rines are the fame with 
thofe of Spinoza, where all is material, God and the 
world are the fame thing, and all religion whatever is 
without foundation, and the contrivance of ambitious 
men." The fecond degree, or Rex, teaches, " that 
every peafant, citizen, and houfeholder is a fovereign, 
as in the Patriarchal ftate, and that nations muft be 
brought back to that ftate, by whatever means are con- 
ducible — peaceably, if it can be done ; but, if not, then 
by force — for all fubordination muft vanifh from the 
face of the earth." 

The author fays further, that the German Union was^ 
. to his certain knowledge, the work of the Uluminati. 

The private correfpondence that has been publifhed 
is by no means the whole of what was difcovered at 
Landftiut and BafTus HofF, and government got a great 
deal of ufeful information, which was concealed, both 
out of regard to the families of the perfons concerned, 
and alfo that the reft might not know the utmoft extent 
of the difcovery, and be lefs on their guard. A third 
collection was found under the foundation of the houfe 
in which the Lodge Thtodor von gut en Rath had been 
held. But none of this has appeared. Enough furely 
has been difcovered to give the public a very juft idea 
of the defigns of the Society and its connexions. 
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Lodges were difcovered, and are mentioned in the 
private papers already publilhed, in the following places. 



Munich 

Ingolftadt 

Frankfort 

Echftadt 

Hanover 

Brunfwick 

Calbe 

Magdenburgh 
Caffel 
Ofnabruck 
Weimar 

Upper Saxony (feveral) 

Auftria [14) 

Weftphalia (feveral) 

Heidelberg 

Mannheim 

Strafburgh (5) 

Spire 

Worms 

DuiTeldorff 

Cologne 

Bonn (4) 

Livonia (many) 

Courland (many) 

Frankendahl 

Alface (many) 

Vienna (4) 

America (feveral). N. B. 



Heffe (many) 

Buchenwerter 

Monpeliard 

Stutgard (3) 

Carlfruhe 

Anfpach 

Neuwied (2) 

Mentz (2) 

Poland (many) . 

Turin 

England (8) 

Scotland (2) 

Warfaw (2) 

Deuxponts 

Coufel 

Treves (2) 

Aix-la-Chappelle (2) 

Bartfchied 

Hahrenberg 

Switzerland (many) 

Rome 

Naples 

Ancona 

Florence 

France 

Halland (many) 

Drefden (4) 

This was before 1786. 



I have picked up the names of the following members. 



Spartacus 



Weilhaupt, Profcffor. 
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Philo, 

Amelius, 
Bayard, 
Diomedes, 
Cato, 



Pythagoras, 



Hannibal, 
Brutus, 
Lucian, 

Zoroafter, Confucius, 
Hermes Trifmegiftus, 



v Knigge, Freyherr, i. e. - 
Gentleman. 

Bode, F. H. 

Bufche, F. H. 

Conftanza, Marq„ 

Zwack, Lawyer. 

Torring, Count. 

Kreitmaier, Prince. 

Utfchneider, Profeffor. 

Coffandey, Profeffor. 

Renner, Profeffor. 

Grunberger^ Profeffor* 
. Balderbufch, F. H. 

Lippert, Counfellor. 

Kundl, ditto. 

Bart, ditto. 

JLeiberhauer, Prieft. 

Kundler, Profeffor* 

Low ling, Profeffor. 

Vachency, Councellor. 

Moraufky, Count. 

Hoffftetter, Surveyor of 
Roads. 

Strobl, Bookfeller. 
' Weftenrieder, Profeffor. 

Babo, Profeffor. 

Baader, Profeffor. 

Burzes, Prieft. 

Pfruntz, Prieft. 

Baffus, Baron. 
• Savk>li, Count. 

Nicholai, Bookfeller.' 

Bahrdt, Clergyman. - " 

Baierhamer. 

Socher, School Infpe&or. 
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Dillis, Abbe. 


SulJa, 


Meggenhoff, Paymaftef, 


r 


Danzer, Canon* 




firaun, ditto* 




Fifcher, Magiftrate* 




Frauenberger, Baron* 




Kaltner, Lieutenant* 


Pythagoras, 


Drexl, Librarian. 


Marius, 


Hertel, Canon. 




Dachfel. 




Dilling, Counfellor*. 




Seefeld, Count. 




Gunfheim, ditto. 




Morgellan, ditto* , 


Saladin, 


Ecker, ditto. 




Ow, Major. 




Werner, Counfellor. 


Cornelius Scipio, 


Berger, ditto. 




Wortz, Apothecary* 




Mauvillon, Colonel* 




Mirabeau. Count. 




Orleans, Duke. 




Hochinaer. 


Tycho Brahe, 


Gafpar, Merchant* 


Thales, 


Kapfinger. 


Attila, 


Sauer. 


Ludovicus B^varus, 


LoG. 


Shaftefbury, 

✓ * 


Steizer. 


Coriolanus, 


Tropponero, Zufchwartz| 


Timon, 


Michel. 


Tamerlane, 


Lange. 


Livius, 


Badorffer. 


Cicero, 


Pfeft, 


Ajax, 


Maffiyihaufen, Count* 




W 
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I have not been able to find who perfonated MIno% 
E&riphon, Celfius, Mahomet, Hercules, Socrates, Phi- 
lippo Strozzi, Euclides, and fome others who have 
been uncommonly aftive in carrying forward the great 
caufe. 

The- chief publications for giving us regular accounts 
of the whole (befides the original writings) are, 

x. Grojft Abficht des Illuminattn Ordtns. 

2. * Nachtrages ( 3 J an denfelben. 

3. Wcifhaupt's improved Syjlem. 

4. Syjlefn des Ilium. Or dens aus dem Original-Schrif* 

ten gezogtn. 

I may now be permitted to make a few reflection* 
on the accounts already given of this Order, which has 
fo diftinftly concentrated the cafual And featured ef- 
forts of its prompters, the Chevaliers Biehfaifants, the 
jPhilalttheS) and Amis Reunis of France, and carried 
on the fyft&fo of enlightening and reforming the world. 

The great aim profeffed by the Order is to make men 
happy ; -and the means profeffed to be employed, as the 
only and furely • effe&Lve, is making them goed ; and 
this is to be brought about by enlightening the mind\ and 
freeing it from the dominion of fuperfiition and prejudi- 
ces. This purpofe is offe&ed by its producing a jufi 
and Jleady morality. Tb£s done, and becoming uni- 
verfal, there can be little doubt but that the peace of 
fociety will be the confequence — that govecrtraent, fujbl- 
ordination, and all the disagreeable coercions of civil 
governments will be unncceffary — and that fociety may 
go o* j&aceably in a ftate of perfect liberty and equality. 
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But furely it requires no angel from heavsn to tell 
t!bat if every man is virtuous* there will be no vice ; and> 
that there will be peace on earth, and good will be-! 
tween man and man, whatever be the differences of 
rank and fortune ; fo that Liberty and Equality feentu 
not to be the neceffary coftfequenc<?sof this juft Mora-* 
Iky, nor neceffary requifites for this national happinefs. 
We may queftion, therefore, whether the Ilium tnatiQifc 
which makes this a neceflary condition is a clear and* 
pure light. It may be a falfe glare, fhowing. the objeQj 
only on one fide, tinged with partial colours thrown 
on it by neighbouring objeQTs. We fee fo much vif- 
dom in the general plans of nature, that we are apt ta 
think that there is the fame in what relates to the human 
mind, and that the God of nature accomplices his 
plans in this as well as in other inltances. We are ever> 
difpofed to think that human nature would fuffer by it. 
The rational nature of man is not contented with meat 
and drink, and raiment, and fhelter, but is alfo pleafed 
with exerting many powers and faculties, and with gra- 
tifying many taftes, which could hardly have any exif- 
tence in a fociety where all are equaL We fay that 
there can be no doubl but that the pleafure arifing from 
tlie contemplation of the works of art — the pie^fur? of 
intelleftual cultivation, the pleafure of mere ornament, 
are rational, diftinguifli man from a brute, and are fo 
general, that there is hardly a mind fo rude as not to 
feel them. Of all thefe, and of all the difficult fciences, 
all mod rational, and in themfelves mod innocent, and 
mod delightful to a cultivated mind, we fhould be de- 
prived in a fociety where all are equal. No individual 
could give employment to the talents neceffary for cre- 
ating and improving thef$ ornamental comforts of life. 
We are abfolutely certain that, even in the moll favor- 
able fituations on the face of the earth, the molt un- 
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tainted vftrtuc in every bread could not raife man to t&at 
degree of cultivation that is poffefled by citizens very- 
low in any of the ftates of Europe; and in the fituation 
of mod countries we are acquainted with, the ftate of 
man would be much lower : for, at our very fetting 
out, we muft grant that the liberty and equality bete 
fpoken of muft be complete ; for there muft not be fuch 
a thing as a farmer and his cottager. This wouM&e 
as unjuft, as much the caufe of difcontent, as the gen- 
tleman and the farmer. 

This fcheme therefore feems contrary to the defigns 
of our Creator, who has every where placed us hnhde 
fituations of inequality that are here fo much fc6uted, 
and has given us ftrong propenfities by which we relifti 
thefe enjoyments. We alfo find that they may be en- 
joyed in peace and innocence. And laftly, We ima- 
gine that the villain, who, in the ftation of a profeffor, 
would plunder a Prince, would alfo plunder the farmer 
if he were his cottager. The illumination therefore that 
appears to have the beft chance of making mankind 
happy, is that which will teach us the Morality which 
will refpeft the comforts of cultivated Society, and teach 
\is to proteft the poffeffors in the innocent enjoyment of 
them ; that will enable us to perceive and admire the 
talte and elegance of Architecture and Gardening, with- 
out any wifh to fweep the gardens and their owner from 
off the earth, merely becaufe he is their owner. 

We are therefore fufpicious of this Illumination, and 
apt to afcribe this violent antipathy to Princes and Su- 
bordination to the very caufe that makes true Illumina- 
tion, and jult Morality proceeding from it, fo neceflary 
to public happinefs, namely, the vice and injufticeof 
thofc who cannot innocently have the command of thofe 
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©ffenfive elegancies of human life. Luxurious tafte, 
keen defires, and unbridled paflions, would prompt to 
all this ; and this Illumination is, as we fee, equivalent 
to them in efFeS. The aim of the Order is not to en- 
lighten the mind of man, and fhow him his moral obli- 
gations, and by the pra&ice of his duties to make foci- 
ety peaceable, poffeffion fecure, and coercion unnecef- 
fery, fo that all may be at reft and happy, even though 
all were equal ; but to get rid of the coercion which mull 
be employed in place of Morality, that the innocent 
rich may be robbed with impunity by the idle and pro- 
fligate poor. But to do this, an unjull cafuiftry inuit 
be employed in place of a juft Morality ; and this muft 
be defended or fuggefted, by mifreprefenting the true 
ftate of man, and of his relation to the univerte, and by 
removing the reftriQions of religion, and giving a fuper- 
Jative: value to all thofe conftituents of human enjoy- 
ment, which true Illumination fliows us to be but very 
fmall concerns of a rational and virtuous mind. The 
more clofely we examine the principles atid praBice of 
the Illuminati, the more clearly do we perceive that 
this is the citfe. Their firft and immediate aim is to get 
the poffeffion of riches, power, and influence, without 
induftry ; and, to accomplifli this, they want to abo- 
lifh' Ghriftianity ; and then diffolute manners and uni- 
verfal profligacy will procure them the adherence of all 
the wicked, and enable them to overturn all the civil 
governments of Europe ; after which they will think of 
farther conquefts, and extend their operations to the 
other quarters of the globe, till they have reduced man- 
* kind to the ftate of one undiftinguifhable chaotic mai*. 

But this is too chimerical to be thought their real 
aim. Their Founder, I dare fay, never entertained 
ftich hopes, nor troubled himfclf with the fate of diltant 

\ 
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lands. But it comes in his way when he puts on the mafk 
of humanity and benevolence : it muft embrace all mab^ 
kind, only becaufe it muft be ftronger than patriotifito; 
and loyalty, which ftand in his way. Obferve that Weif— 
haupt took a name expreffive of his principles. Sparta-; 
cus was a gladiator, who headed an infurre&ion of Ro-, 
man flaves, and for three years kept the city in terror., 
Wei&aupt fays in one of his letters, " I never was fondt 
of empty titles ; but furely that man has a childilh foufe 
who would not as readily chufe the name of Spartacus* 
as that of O&avius Auguftus." The names which hfr 
gives to feveral of his gang exprefs their differences d£ 
fentiments. Philo, Lucian, and others, are very figni-; 
ficantly given to Knigge, Nicholai, &:c. He was vairf 
of the name Spartacus, becaufe he confidered himfelf 
as employed fomewhat in the fame way, leading flaves 
to freedom. Princes and Priefts are mentioned by him 
on all occafions in terms of abhorrence. 

Spartacus employs powerful means. In the ftyle of 
the Jefuits (as he fays) he confiders every mean as con* 
fecrated by the end for which it is employed, and he 
fays with great truth, 

" Fle£tereJinequeofuperos,Acheronta movtboC* 

To fave his reputation, he fcruples not to murder his 
innocent child, and the woman whom he had held in his 
arms with emotions of fondnefs and afFe&ion. But left 
this fliould appear too felfilh a motive, he fays, " had 
I fallen, my precious Order would have fallen with me ; 
the Order which is to blefs mankind. I liquid not 
again have been able to fpeak of virtue fo as to make 
any lafting impreflion. My example might have ruined 
many young men." This he thinks will excufe, nay 
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fan&ify any thing. " My letters are my greateft vindi- 
cation." He employs the Chriftian Religion, which he 
thinks a falfehood,and which he isafterwards to explode* 
J afc the mean for inviting Chriftians of every denominati- 
on, and gradually cajoling them, by clearing up their 
Chriftian doubts in fucceffion, till he lands them in De- 
♦ifm ; or, if he*find$ them unfit, and too religious, he 
gives them a Sta bene, and then laughs at the fears, ot 
perhaps madnefs, in which he leaves them. Having got 
them this length, they are declared to be fit, and he re- 
ceives them into the higher myfteries. But left they 
fliould {till flirink back, dazzled by the Pandemonian 
•glare of Illumination which will now burft upon them, 
he exa&s from them, for the firft time, a bond of perfe- 
verance. But, as Philo fays, there is little chance of 
tergiverfation. The life and honor of moft of the can- 
didates are by this time in his hand. They have been 
long occupied in the vile an4 corrupting office of fpies 
on all around them, and they are found fit for their pre- 
sent honors, becaufe they have discharged this office to 
his fatisfaftion, by the repots which they have given in, 
containing ftories of their neighbours, nay* even of their 
own gang. They may be ruined in the world by dif-~ 
•clofing thefe, either privately or publicly. A man who 
had once brought himfelf into this perilous fituation durft 
not go back. He might have been left indeed in any 
degree of Illumination ; and, if Religion has not been 
quite eradicated from his mind, he muft be in that con- 
dition of painful anxiety and doubt th£% makes him def- 
perate, fit for the full operation of fanaticifm, and he 
may be engaged in the xaujt of God, " to commit alt 
kind of wickednefs with greedinefs." In this ftate of 
mind, a man fliuts his eyes, and rufhes on. Had 
Spartacus fuppofed that he was dealing with good men, 
his condud would have been the reverfe of all this*- 
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There is ho occafion for this bond from a perfon con- 
vinced 9f the excellency of the Order. But he knew 
them to be unprincipled, and that the higher myfteries 
w^re fo daring, that even fome of fuch men would ftau 
at them. But they muft not blab. 

Having thus got rid of Religion, £partacus could 
with more fafety bring into view the great aim of all bis 
efforts — to rule the world by means of his Order. As 
the immediate mean for attaining this, he holds out the 
profpeft of freedom from civil fubordination. Perfect 
Liberty and Equality are interwoven with every thing ; 
and the flattering thought is continually kept up, that 
" by the wife contrivance of this Order, the mod com- 
plete knowledge is obtained of the real worth of every 
perfon; the Order will, for its own fake, and therefore 
certainly place every man in that fituation in which he 
can be mod effe&ive. The pupils are convinced that 
the Order will rule the world. Every member there- 
fore becomes a ruler." We all think ourfelves qualified 
to rule. The difficult tafk is to obey with propriety ; 
but wq are hpneftly generous in our profpefts of future 
fommand.^ it is therefore an alluring thought, both to 
,gogd and bad men. By this lure the Order will fpread. 
If they are a&ive in infinuatin^ their members into of- 
fices, and in keeping out others (which the private cor- 
refpondence fhows to have been the cafe) they may have 
ha4^fr e q uen * experience of their fuccefs in gaining an 
influence on the world. This muft whet their zeal. If 
Weifhaupt was a fincere Cofmo-polite, he had the plea- 
fare of feeing " his work profpering in Jiis hands." 

It fujrely needs little argument now to prove, that 
the Order of Illuminati had for its immediate obje£l the 
abolifhing of Chriftianity (at leaft this was the intention 
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of the Founder) with the fole view of overturning the 
civil government, by introducing univerfal diffolutenefe 
and profligacy of manners, and then getting the affift- 
ance of the corrupted fubje&s to overfet the throne* 
The whole conduft in the preparation and inftru&ion o£ 
the Prefbyter and Regens is direfted to this point. Phi- 
ldt lays, " 1 have been at unwearied pains to remove the 
fears of fome who imagine that our Superiors want to 
atbolifh Chriftianity ; burby and by their prej udices will 
wear off, and they will be more at their eafe. Were I 
to let them know that our General holds all Religion to 
be a lie, and ufes even Deifm, only to lead men by the 
nofe. — Were I to conne£l myfelf again with the Free 
Mafons, and tell them our defigns to ruin their Frater- 
nity by this circular letter (a letter to the Lodge in Cour- 
land) — Were I but to give the leaft hint to any of the 
Princes of Greece (Bavaria) — No, my anger (hall not 
carry me* fo far. — An Order forfooth, which in this 
manner abufes human nature — which will fubjeft i&ea 
to a bondage more intolerable than Jefuitifm.— I .could 
put it on a refpeftable footing^ and the world would bo 
ours* Should I mention our fundamental principles 
(even after all the pains I have been at to gutigate them) 
fo unqufeftionably dangerous to the world, who would 
^ remain ? What fignifies the innocent ceremonies of > the 
Prieft's degree, as I have compofed it, in comparifon 
. with your maxim, that we may ufe for a good end thofe 
means which the wicked employ for a bafe purpofe ?" 

Brutus writes, " Numenius now acquiefces in the 
% mortality of the foul * but, I fearwefhall lofe Ludo- 
vicu$ Bavarus. He told Spartacus, that he was mi f- 
taken when he thought that he had fwallowed his ftupid 
. Mafonry, No, he faw the trick, and did not admirp 

X 
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% the end that required it. I don't know what to do ; * 
Sta bene would make him mad, and he will blow us 
all up. 

" The Order muft poflefs the power oflife and death 
in confequence of our Oath ; and with propriety, for 
the fame reafon, and by the fame right, that any go- 
vernment in the world poffeffes it ; For the Order comes 
in their place, making them unneceffary. When thing* 
cannot be otherwife, and ruin would enfue if the Aflb- 
ciation did not employ this mean, the Order muft, as 
well as public rulers, employ it tor the good of itoan- 
kind; therefore for its own prefervation. ( N. B. Ob- 
ferve here the cafuiftry.) Nor will the political confti- 
tutions fuffer by this, for there are always thoufanda 
equally ready and able to fupply the place." 

We need not wonder that Diortiedes told the Profef- 
fors, " that death, inevitable death, from which no po- 
tentate could proteft them, awaited every traitor of the 
Order nor that the French Convention propofed to 
take off tfyg German Princes and Generals by fwOrd or 
poifon, &c* 

Spartacus might tickle the fancy of his Order with 
the notiort of ruling the world ; but I imagine that his 
darling aim was ruling the Order. The happinefs of 
mankind was, like Weiftiaupt's Chriftianity, a mere tool, 
a tool which the Regentes made a joke of. But Spar- 
tacus would rule the Regentes ; this he could not foea- 
fily accomplifh. His defpotifrn was infupportable to 
moft of them, and finally brought all to light. When 
he could not perfuade them by his own firmnefs, and in- 
deed by liis fuperior wifdom and difintereftednefs m 
other refpe&s, and his unvaried a&ivity, he employed 
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jefuitical tricks, caufing them to fall out with each other, 
letting them as fpies on each other, and feparating any: 
two that he faw attached to each other, by making the 
one a Mafter of the other ; apd, in Ihort, he left nothing 
undone that could fecure his uncontrouled command. 
This caufed Philo to quit the Order, and made Baffin 
Von Torring, Kreitmaier, and feveral other gentlemen, 
ceafe attending the meetings ; and it was their mutual 
diflentions which made them fpeak too freely in public, 
and call on themfelves fo much notice. At the time of 
the difcovery, the party of Weifhaupt confifted chiefly, 
of very mean people, devoted to him, and willing to ex- 
ecute hi* orders, that by being his fervants, they might 
have the pleafure of commanding others. 

Thex)bje6ls, the undoubted obje&s of this AfTociati- 
on, are furely dangerous and deteftable ; viz. to over- 
turn the prefent conftitutions of the European States, in 
order to introduce a chimera which the hiftory of man- 
kind fliows to be contrary to the nature of man. 

Naturam expelias Jurcd, tamtn ufqite rtcurrd* 

Suppofe it poffibt'e, and done in peace, it could not 
ftand, unlefs every principle of a&ivity in the human 
mind be enthralled, all incitement to. exertion and induf- 
try removed, and man brought into a condition incapa- 
ble of improvement ; and this at the expence of every- 
thing that is valued by the bell of men — by mifery and 
devaluation — by loofening all the bands of fociety. To 
talk of morality and virtue in conjun&ion with fuch 
fchemes, is an infult to common fenfe ; difiblutenefs of 
manners alone can bring men to think of it. 
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Is it not aftonifhing therefore, to hear people in this? 
country exprefs any regard for this inftitution ? Is it 
not grieving to the heart to think that there are Lodges 
of Illuminated among us ? I think that nothing bids 
fairer for weaning our inconfiderate countrymen from 
having any connexion with them, than the faithful ac- 
count here given. I hope that there are few, very few 
of our countrymen, and none whom we call friend, who' 
can think that an Order which praftifed fuch things can' 
be any thing elfe'than a ruinous Aflbciation, a gang of 
profligates. All their profeflions of the love of man- 
kind are vain ; nay, their Illumination mull be a be- 
wildering blaze, and totally ineffeftual for its purpofe, 
for it has had ho fuch influence on the leaders of the 
band ; yet it feems quite adequate to the effefts it has , 
produced ; for fuch are the characters of thofe who for- 
get God, i 

If we in the next place attend to their mode of edu- 
cation, and examine it by thofe rulers of common fenfe 
that we apply in otfier cafes of conduft, we {hall find it 
equally unpromifing. The fyftem of Illuminarifm is 
one of the explanations of Free Mafonry ; and it has 
gained many partifans. Thefe explanations reft their 
credit and their preference on their own merits. There 
is fomething in themfelves, or in one of them as diftin- 
guilhed from another, which procures it the preference 
for its own fake. Therefore, to give this Order any 
dependence on Free Mafonry, is to degrade the Order. 
To introduce a Mafonic Ritual into a manly inftitution 
is to degrade it to a frivolous amufement for great chil- 
dren. Men really exerting themfelves to reform the 
world, and qualified for the talk, muft have been dif- 
gufted with fuch occupations. They betray a frivolous 
conception of the talk in which they are really engaged* 
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To imagine that men engaged in the ftruggle and rival- 
Ihip of life, under the influence of felfifh, or mean, or 
impetuous paflions, are to be wheedled into candid fen- 
timents, or a generous conduft, as a froward child may 
fometimes be made gentle and tradable by a rattle or a 
humming-top, betrays a great ignorance of human na- 
ture, and an arrogant felf-conceit in thofe who can ima- 
gine that all but themfelves are babies. The further we 
proceed, the more do we fee of this want of wifdom. 
The whole procedure of their inftruclion fuppofes fuch 
a complete furrender of freedom of thought, of common 
fenfe, and of common caution, that it feems impoffible 
that it fliould not have alarmed every fenfible mind. 
This indeed happened before the Order was feven years 
old. 1 ) It was wife indeed to keep their Areopagitce out 
of fight ; but who can be fo filly as to believe that their 
unknown fuperiors were all and always faultlefs men. 
But had they been the men they were reprefented to be 
- — if I have any knowledge of my own heart, or any ca- 
pacity of drawing jull inferences from the conduct of 
"others, I am perfuaded that the knowing his' fuperiors 
would have animated the pupil to exertion, that he might 
exhibit a pleafing fpettacle to fuch intelligent and wor- 
thy judges. Did not the Stoics profefs themfelves to 
be encouraged in the fcheme of life, by *he thought 
that the immortal Gods were looking on and pafling 
their judgments on their manner of afcling the part af- 
figned them ? But what abje£t fpirit will be contented 
with working, zealoufly working, for years, after a 
plan of which he is never to learn the full meaning. In 
fhort, the only knowledge that he can perceive is know- 
ledge in its worft form, Cunning. This muft appear in 
the contrivances by which he will foon find that he is 
kept in complete fubje&ion. If he is a true and zea- 
lous Brother, he has put himfclf in the power of his Su- 
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periors by his refcripts, which they required of him oh 
pretence of their learning his own charafter, and of his 
learning how to know the chara&ers of other men. In 
thefe refcripts they have got his thoughts on many deli- 
cate points, and on the condu& of others. His Direc- 
tors may ruin him by betraying him ; and this without 
being feen in it. I fhould think that wife men would 
know that none but weak or bad men would fubjeft 
themfelves to fuch a talk. They exclude the good, the 
manly, the only fit perfons for alfifting them in their en- 
deavours to inform and to rule the world. Indeed I 
jnay fay that this exclufion is almoft made already by 
connecting the Order with Free Mafonry. Lodges are 
not the reforts of fuch men. They may fometimes be 
found there for an hour's relaxation. But thefe places 
are the haunts of the young, the thoughtlefs, the idle, 
the weak, the vain, or of defigning Literati; and ac- 
cordingly this is the condition of three-fourths of the II- 
luminati whofe names are known to the public. I own 
that the reafons given to the pupil for prefcribing thefe 
talks are clever, and well adapted to produce their ef- 
fe&. During the flurry of reception, and the glow of 
expeftation, the danger may not be fufpe&ed ; but I 
hardly imagine that it will remain unperceived when the 
pupil fits down to write his firft leffon. Mafon Lodges, 
however, were the molt likely places for finding and 
enlifting members. Young men, warmed by declama- 
tions teeming with the flimfy moral cant of Cofmo-po- 
litifm, are in the proper frame of mind for this Illumi- 
nation. It now appears alfo, that the difTentions in 
Free Mafonry muft have had great influence in promot- 
ing this fcheme of Weifhaupt's, which was, in many 
particulars, fo unpromifing, becaufe it prefuppofes fuch 
a degradation of the mind. But when the fchifmatics in 
Mafonry difputed with warmth^ trifles came to acquire 
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tmfpeakable importance. The hankering after wonder 
was not in the leaft abated by all the tricks which had 
been detected, and the impoffibility of the wifhed-for 
difcovery had never been demonftrated to perfons pre- 
pofleffed in its favor. They ftill chofe to believe that 
the fymbols contained fome important fecret ; and hap- 
py will be the man who finds it out. The more frivo- 
lous the fymbols, the more does the heart cling to the 
myftery ; and, to a mind in this anxious ftate, WeiP- 
haupt's proffer was enticing. He laid before them a 
fcheftie which was fomewhat feafible, was magnificent, 
furpafling our conceptions, but at the fame time fuch as 
permitted us to expatiate on the fubjeft, and even to 
amplify it at pleafure in our imaginations without abfur- 
dity. It does not appear to me wonderful, therefore, 
that fo m&ny were fafcinated till they became at lafl re- 
gardlefs of the abfurdity and inconfiftency of the means 
by tyhich this fplendid objeft was to be attained; * Hear 
what Spartacus himfelf fays of hidden myfterieS. " Of 
all the means I know to lead men, the ti&oft effectual is 
a concealed myftery. The hankering of the mind is ir- 
refiftible ; and if once a man has taken it into his head 
that there is a myftery in a thing, it is impoffible to get 
it out, either by argument or experience. And then, 
we can fo change notions by merely changing a word. 
What more contemptible than fanaticifm ; but call it 
' enthitjiafm ; then add the little word noble> and you 
may lead him over the world. Nor are we, in thefe 
bright days, a bit better than our fathers, who found 
the pardon of their fins my fterioufly contained in a much 
greater fin, viz. leaving their family, and going bare- 
footed to Rome." 

Such being the employment, and fuch the difciples, 
fliquld we expefl the fruits to be very precious ? No. 
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The do&rines which were gradually unfolded were fuck 
as fuited thofe who continued in the Curfus Acaiemicns; 
.Thofe who,difl not, becaufe they did not like them, got 
a Sta bene ; they were not fit for advancements. The 
numbers however were great j Spartacus boafted of 600 
in Bavaria alone in 1783.; We don't know many of 
them ; few of thofe, we knpw were in the upper ranks, 
,©f life ; and I can. fee that it required much wheedling, 
and many letters of long worded German compliments 
jfrom the proud Spartacus, to win even a young Baron 
or a Graf juft come of age. Men in an eafy fituation 
in life could not brook the employment of a fpy, which 
is bafe, cowardly, and corrupting, and has in all age$ 
and countries degraded the perfon who engages in it. 
Can the perfon be called wife who thus enflaves himfelf ? 
Such perfonsgive up the right of private judgment, and 
rely on their unknown Superiors with the blindeft and 
mQft abje& confidence. For their fakes, and to rivet 
• ftill fatter their own fetters, they engage in the moft cor- 
rupting of all employments — and for what ? — To learn 
fomething more of an order, of which every degree ex-, 
plodes the doftrine of a former one. Would it have 
hurt the young Illuminatus to have it explained to him 
all at once ? Would not this fire his mind — when he fees 
with the fame glance the. great objeft, and the fitnefs of 
the means for attaining it ? Would not the exalted cha- 
racters of the Superior, fo much excelling himfelf in ta- 
lents, and virtue, and happinefs (otherwife the Order is 
gopd for nothing) warm his he#rt, and fill him with emu- 
lation, fince he fees, in them, that what is fo ftrongly 
preached to him is an attainable thing ? No, no — *it is 
all a trick ; he muft be kept like a child, amufed with 
rattles, and ftars, and ribands — and all the fatisfa&ion he 
obtains is, .like the Mafons, the fun, of feeing others run- 
ning the f^pe gauntlet, ; 
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Weiftaujpt acknowledges that the great influence of 
the Order may be abufed* Surely* in no way fo eafily 
or fo fatally as by corrupting or fedu&ive leffons in the 
beginning. The miftake or error of the pupil is undif* 
severable by himfelf (according to the genuine princi- 
ples of Illumination) for the pupil muft believe his- 
Mentor to be infallible— with him alone he is connected 
•*-his lelfons only muft he learn. Who can tell him 
that he has gone wrong—or who can fet him right ? yet 
he certainly may be milled. 

Here* therefore, there is confafioft and deficiency* 
There muft be fome ftandard to which appeal can be 
made ; but this is inacceffible to all within the pale of 
the Order ; it is therefore without this pale, and inde- 
pendent of the Order— and it is attainable only by aban- 
doning the Order. The Qui bus Licet, the Prim o, 
the Son, can procure no light to the perfon who does 
not know that he has been led out of the right road to 
virtue and happinefs. The Superiors indeed draw much 
ufeful information from thefe reports, though they af- 
fe& to ftand in no need of it, and they nfeke a cruel 
return* 

All this is fo much out of the natural road of inftru&i- 
on, that, on this account alone, we may prefume that it 
fs wrong. We are generally fafe when we follow na- 
ture's plans, A child learns in his father's houfe, by 
feeing, and by imitating, and in common domeftic educa- 
tion, he gets much ufeful knowledge, and the chief habits 
which are afterwards to regulate his conduct Example 
does almoft every thing ; and, with refpeft to what may 
be called living, as diftingui liable from profeffion, fpe- 
culation and argumentative inftru&ion are feldom em- 

Y 



Digitized by 



*7* THE ILLUMJNATI, 



ployed, or Qf any ufe. The indifpenfablenefs of muttraf 
forbearance and obedience, for domeftic peace and hap- 
pinefs, forms mod of thefe habits ; and the child, under 
good parents* is kept m a fituation that makes virtue ea- 
tier than viee* an$l he becomes wife .and good without 
^ny §xprefs ftudy about the matter* 

But this; Illumination plan is darknefs over all— it 
too anifici3lr~&«d ;the topics, from which counfel is to 
be drawn, cannot be taken from the peculiar views of 
the Order — forlhefe are yet a fecret for the pupil — and 
muft ever |t>e a fecret for him while under tuition* They 
i^uft therefore be drc*wu from common fources, and the 
O^der is of no life j all that can naturally be effq&uateci 
by this Aflbciatioi} \s the fprpiiflg, and affiduoufly fof- 
terii^g; a narrow, Jewiiji, corporation fpirit, totally op- 
polite to the bei^Yolejn pretentions of the Order. The 
pupi} pan fe$ fipthipg but this, that there is a fet of men, 
'tyhom he do? s $0$ Hno\y, who may acquire incontroulatr 
hie p$^er, $nd may perhaps make, ufe of him, but for 
whatpurppfe, ^pd in what way, he (Joes not kno\y how 
cpn he kno^ t^at his endeavours are to rpake man, hap- 
pier, any other way than as he might have known it 
without having put this collar round his own neck ? 

'piefe refle&ions addrefs thenjfelves to all men who 
profefs to /conduct themfelves by the principles and dic- 
tates of common fpn£e and. prudeppe, and who have the 
ordinary foare of candour and good will to others. It 
requires no lingular fenfibility of heart, nor great gene- 
rofity, to make fuph people think the doQrines and 
views of the Illuminati falfe, abfurd, foolifti, and ruin- 
ous. But I hope that I addrefs them to thoufands of 
my countrymen and friends, whp Have much higher no- 
tions of human nature, and who cheriih with care the 
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affeHions and the hopes that are fulled to a rati6nal, a 
fcehevolent, and a high-minded being, capable of endleft 
improvement. r 

To thofe whofcnjoy the cheering confidence in th£ 
luperintendance and providence of God, who cohlide* 
themfelves as creatures whom he has made* and whom 
lie cares for, as the fubje&s of his moral government, 
this Order maft appear with every charafter of falfe- 
hood and -ahfurdity on its countenance. What can 
be more improbable than this, that He, whom we 
3ook up to as the contriver, the maker, and direftor, of 
this goodly frame of things, fhould have fo far miftakea 
his own plans, that this world of rational creatures fhould 
liave • fubfifted for thoufands of years, before a way 
could be found out, by which his intention of making 
men^ood and happy could be accompli ftied ; and that 
■*htis method did not occur to the great Artift himfelf, 
nor even to the wifeft, and happieft, and beft toien updn 
earth ; but to a few perfons at Munich in Bavaria, who 
liad been trying to raife ghofts, to change lead into gold, 
to tell fortunes, or difcover treafures, but had failed in 
all their attempts ; men who had been engaged for y£afrs 
in every whim which charafterifes a weak, a greedy, br 
a gloomy mind. Finding all thefe beyorfd their reach^ 
they combined their powers, and, at once, found out 
this infinitely more important secret — for fecret it 
muft ftill be, otherwife not only the Deity, but even 
thofe philofophers, will ftill be difappointed. 

Yet this is the doQrine that muft be fwallowed by the 
Minervals and the Illuminati Minores, to whom it is not 
yet fafe to difclofe the grand fecret, that there is na fuch 
Juperintendance of Deity. At laft, however, when the 
pupil has conceived fuch exalted notions of the know- 
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ledge of his teachers, and fuch low notions of the blun- 
dering proje&or of this world, it may be no difficult 
matter to perfuade him that all his former notions were 
only old wives tales. By this time he mud have heard 
rnuch about fuperftition, and how mens minds have been 
<lazzled by this fplendid pifture of a Providence and * 
moral government of the univerfe. It now appears in- 
compatible with the great Qbjeft of the Order, the prin- 
ciples of univerfal liberty and equality — it is therefore 
rejefted without farther examination, for this reafon 
jdone, This was precifely the argument ufed in France 
* for reje&ing revealed religion. It was incompatible 
with their Rights of Man, 

It is richly worth obferving how this principle can 
warp th? judgment, and give quite another appearance 
t# the fame objeft. The reader will not be difpleafed 
with a moll remarkable iuftance of it, which I beg leave 
to give at length. 

Our immortal Newton, whom the philofophers <^f 
Europe look up to as the honor of our fpecies, whom 
. even Mr, Bailly, the Prefident of the National Affeisu 
bly of France, and Mayor of Paris, cannot find wor#s 
fufficiently energetic to praife ; this patient, fagacious, 
and fuccefsful ohferver of nature* after having exhibited 
to the wondering world the chara&eriftic property of 
that principle of material nature by which all the bodies 
of the folar fyftepi are ^ade to form a conne&ed aijd 
permanent univerfe ; and after having fhown that this 
law of a&ion alone was adapted to this end, and that if 
gravity had deviated but one thoufandth part from the 
inverfe duplicate ratio of the diftances, the fyftem muft, 
in the courfe of a very few revolutions, have gone into 
xonfufion and ruin— he fits down, and views tke goodly 
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fcenc— and then clofes his Principles of Natural Philo- 
sophy with this refle&idn (his Scholium generate.) . 

. < " This moft elegant frame of things could not have 
jarifen, unlefs by<he contrivance and thedireftion of a 
vife and powerful Being ; and if the fixed ftars are the 
centres of fyftems, thefe fyftems muft be fimilar ; and 
all thefe, conftrufted according to the fame plan, are fub- 
,jeflt to the government of one Being. All thefe he go- 
* verns, not as the foul of the world, but as the Lord of 
all ; therefore, on account of his government, he is cal- 
led the Lord God-^-Pantokrator ; for God is a relative 
term, and refers to fubje£b. Deity is God's govern- 
ment, not of his own body, as thofe think who confider 
. him as the foul of the world, but of his fervants. The 
fupreme God is a Being eternal, infinite, ablblutely per-. 
, feft. But a being, however perfeft, without govern- 
% l&ent, is not God ; for we fay, my God, your God, the 
God of Ifrael. We cannot fay my eternal, my infinite. 
We may have fome notions indeed of his attributes, but 
- can have none of his nature. With refpeft to bodies, 
we fee only fliapes and colour — rhear only founds^— 
touch only furfaces. Thefe are attributes of bodies ; 
. but of their eifence we know nothing. As a blind main 
can form no notion of colours, we can form none of the 
, manner in which God perceives, and underftands, and 
. influences every thing, 

** Therefore we know God only by his attributes. 
> What are thefe ? The wife and excellent contrivance, 
' ^ftmfture, and final aim of all things. In thefe his per- 

feftions we admire him, and we wonder. In his dircc- 
. tion or government, we venerate and worfhip him — we 

worihip him 3s his fervants ; and God, without domi- 
*: ; : jikxtj without providence, and final aims, is Fate — not 
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the obje£t either of reverence, of hope, of love, or <3T 
fear." 

' Butmark the emotions which affefted the mind of ano- 
ther excellent obferver of Nature, the admirer of New- 
ton, and the perfon who has put the finifhing ftroke to 
the Newtonian philofophy, by fhowing that the accele- 
ration of the moon's mean motion, is the genuine refult 
of a gravatation decreafing in the precife duplicate ratio 
of the diftance inverfely ; I mean Mr. Delaplace, orfe 
of the molt brilliant ornaments of the French academy 
of fciences. He has lately publifhed the Syjle?ne du 
Monde a mod beautiful compend of aftronomy and 6f 
the Newtonian philofophy. Having finifhed his work 
with the fame obfervation, " That a gravitation inverle- 
ly proportional to the fquares of the diftances was the 
only principle which could unite material Nature into 
a permanent fyftem he alfo fits -down — furveys the 
fcene — points out the parts which he had brought with- 
in our ken — and then makes this reflection : " Beheld 
in its totality, aftronomy is the nobleft monument of the 
human mind, its chief title to intelligence. But, feduced 
by the illufions of fenfe, -and by felf conceit, we have 
long considered ourfelves as the centre of thefe moti- 
ons ; and our pride has been punifhed by the groundlefs 
fears which we have created to ourfelves. We imagine, 
forfooth, that all this is for us, and that the ftars influ- 
ence our deftinies ! But the labours of ages have con- 
vinced us of our error, and we find ourfelves on an in- 
fignificant planet, almoft imperceptible in the immenfity 
of fpace. But the fublime difcoveries we have made 
richly repay this humble fituation. Let us cherifh thefe 
with care, as the delight of thinking beings — they haVe 
deftroyed our miftakes as to our relatipn to the reft of 
the univerfe ; errors which were the more fatal, becaufe 
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the focial Order depends on jufticc and truth alone. Far 
be from us the dangerous maxim, that it is fometimes 
tifeful to depart from thefe, and to deceive men, in ordei^ 
to infure their happinefs ; but cruel experience has 
Ihewn us that thefe laws are never totally extinft." 

There can be no doubt as to the meaning of thefe lad- 
words — they cannot relate to aftrology — this was entire- 
ly out of date. The " attempts to deceive men, in or-* 
der to infure their happinefs," can only be thofe by 
which we are made to think too highly of ourfelves* 
44 Inhabitants of this pepperrcorn, we think ourfelves 
the peculiar favorites of Heaven, nay, the chief obje&s 
of care to a Being, the Maker of all ; and then we ima-» 
gine that, after this life, we are to be happy or mifera- 
hle, according as we accede or not to this fubjugation to 
opinions which enflave us* But truth and juftice have 
broken thefe bonds." — But where is the force of the ar- 
gument which entitles this perfe&er of the Newtonian 
philofophy to exult fo much ? It all refts on this, That 
this earth is but as a grain of muftard-feed. Man would 
be more worth attention bad he inhabited Jupiter or the 
Sun. Thus may a Frenchman look down on the noble 
creatures who inhabit Orolong or Pelew. But whence 
arifes the abfurdity of the intelleftual inhabitants of this 
pepper-corn being a proper objeQ: of attention ? it is, 
becaufe our (hallow comprehenlions cannot, at the fame 
glance, fee an extenfive fcene, and perceive its mod mi- 
aute detail. 

David, a King, and a foldier had fome notions of this 
kind. The heavens, it is true, pointed out to him a 
Maker and Ruler, which is more than they feemto have 
done to the Gallic philofopher ; but David was afraid 
Uiat he would be forgotten in the crowd, and eric* out* 
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" Lord '.'what is man, that thou art mindful of himt!* 
But David gets rid of his fears, not by becoming a phi* 
Jofopfier, and difcovering all this to be abfurd— he 
would ftill be forgotten — he at once thinks of what be i* 
—a noble creature — high in the fcale of nature. " But," 
fays he, " 1 had forgotten myfelf. Thou haft made ' 
inan but a little lower than the angels — thou haft crownr 
ed him with glory and honor— thou haft put all things 
under his feet." Here are exalted fentiments, fit for the 
creature whofe ken pierces through the immenfity of the 
vifible univerfe, and who fees his relation to the uni- 
verfe, being nearly allied to its Sovereign, and capable 
of rifing continually in his rank, by cultivating thofe Ur 
. knts which diftinguilh and adorn it. 

Thoufands, I truft, there are, who think that this life 
is but a preparation for another, in which the mind of 
man will have the whole v/onders of creation and of pro- 
vidence laid open to its enraptured view, where it will 
fee and comprehend with one glance what Newton, tb& 
moil patient and fuccefsful of all the obfervers of na^ 
ture, took years of meditation to find out — where it wilt 
attain that pitch of wifdom, goodnefs, and enjoy ment, 
of which our consciences tell us we are capable, tho' it 
far furpaffes that of the wifeft, the bed, and the happieft 
of men. Such perfons will confider this Order as 
* grading and deteftable, and as indirect oppofition t<* 
their mod confident expectations ; For it pretends t<^ 
what is impoflihie, to perfeft peace and happinefs in thi& 
life. ' They believe, and they feel, that man muft be 
made perieB through fuiferings, whichlhall call into ac- 
tion powers of mind that otherwife would never have 
unfolded themfelves — powers which are frequently four- 
ces of the pureft and moft foothing pleafures, and natur- 
ally make us reft our eyes and hopes on that ftate where 
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fcvery tear (hall we wiped away, and where the kind af- 
fe&ions fhall become the never-failing fources of pure 
and unfading delight. Such perfons fee the palpable ab- 
surdity of a preparation which is equally neccflaryfor 
all, and yet muft be confined to the minds of a few, 
who have the low and indelicate appetite for frivolous 
play-things, and for grofs fenfual pleaftires. Such mind* 
will turn away from this b'oafted treat witirloathing and 
abhorrence. 

I am well aware that fome of my readers may fmile 
at this, aftd'think it an enthufiaftical working up of the 
imagination, fimilar to what I reprobate iti the cafe of 
Utopian happinefs in a ftate of univerfal Liberty and 
Equality. It is like, they will fay, to the declamation 
In a fermon by perfons of the trade, who are trained up 

to fiftefTe, by which they allure and tickle weak minds* 

• . • ■ • ' " y , • • • • 

- I acknowledge, that inthe prefent cafe, I do not ad- 
' df efs my felf to the cold hearts, who contentedly 

" Sink and Jlumbcr in their cells' of clay 

- > Peace to all fuch ; but to the felices animd** 

quibus hare cognofcere cura — to thofe who havt enjoy- 
cd the pleafures of fcience, who have been fuccefsful— 
who have made difcoveries — who have really illuminat- 
ed the world — to the Bacons, the Newtons, the Lockes. 

* —Allow me to mention one, Daniel Bernoulli, the mod 
elegant mathematician, the only philofopher, atw|he 
moll worthy man, of that celebrated family. Hfe mid 
to a gemleman (Dr. St^ehling) who repeated it to me, 
that " when reading fome of thofe wonderful gueflfes of 
Sir Ifaac Newton, the fubfeqiiept demonftration cjf 
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which has-been the- chief fource of fame to his nrnft ce- 
lebrated commentators — his mind has fometimes been 
fo overpowered by thrilling emotions* that he has wifh- 
led that moment to be his laft ; and that it was this which 
gave him the cleared conception pf the happinefs of 
iieaven." If fuch delightful emotions could be exited 
by the perception of mere truth, what muft they be 
when each of thefe truths is an inftance of wifdom, an<$ 
when we recoiled, that what we call wifdom in,.tbe 
works of nature, is always the nice adaptation of means' 
/or prodding beneficent ends ; and ths^t each of thefe af- 
fe&ing qualities is fufceptible of degrees which ajy 
• boundkfs, and exceed our higheft conceptions. What 
can this complex emotion or feeling be but rapture J? 
But Bernoulli is a Do&or of Theology — and therefore 
a fiifpicious perfon, perhaps one of the combination 
hired by defpots to enflave us* I will take another 
man, a gentleman of r^nk and family, a foldier, who 
often fignafifed himfeif as a naval commander— who 4t 
one time forced his way through a powerful fleet of tj^p 
Venetians with a (mat! fquadron, and brought relief ta 
a diftreiTed garrifon. I would clefire the reader to a p£- 
Tufethe conclufion of Sir Kenhelm Digby's Treatijis on 
JSody and Mind ; jind after having refleQed on the ftate 
x>f fcience at the time this author wrote, let him cooljy 
weigh the incitements to manly condufl which this . fol- 
dier finds in the differences obferved between body and 
mind ; and then let him fay, on his conscience, whether 
they are more feeble than chofe which he can draw frofn 
t the eternal fleep of death. If he thinks that they are- 
he is in the proper frame for initiation into Spartacus's 
higher tnyfteries* He may be either Magus or Rex* 

Were this a proper place for confidcring the queflion 
as a queftion of fcience or truth, I would fay, thateyjs- 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE ILLUMINATir tijt 

tv man who has been a fuccefijul ftudent of nature, antt 
who will reft his conclufions on the fame maxims of pro- 
bable reafomng that have procured him fuccefs in his 
paft refearches, wiir confider it as next to certain thad 
there is another ftate of exiftence for rational: man. For 
he mud own, that if this be not the cafe, th^re is a molt- 
lingular exception to a propofition which the whole 
€ourfe of his experience has made him confider as a, 
truth founded oft univerfal induftion, viz. that nature 
accompli/Jm all her plaits^ and that every clafs of bejngs 
attains all the improvement of which it is capable. Let 
fcim but turn liis thoughts inward, he will feel that his 
ihtefleft is capable of improvement, in comparifon with- 
'which Newton is but a child. I could purfue this argu- 
ment very far, and (I think) warm the heart of every 
"xhah whom 1 fhould wifli to- call my friend. 

What opinion wilF be formed of this Alfociation by 
"the modeft, the lowly-minded, the candid, who acknow- 
ledge that they too often feel the fuperior force of pre- 
sent and ferifible pkafures, by which their minds are 
drawn off from the contemplation of what their confei- 
ences tell them to be righ&r-to be their dutiful and filial 
fentiments and emotions refpefting their great and good 
Parent-— to be their dutiful and neighbourly affeftions^ 
and their proper condufl to all around them — and which 
diminilh their veneration for that purity of thought ahcL 
inoderation of appetite which becomes thtir noble na- 
tures. What mutt they think of this t)rder ? Gonfcious 
of frequent faults, which would offend themfelves if 
committed by their deareft children, they look up tcp 
their'Maker "With anxiety— are forry for having fo far 
forgotten their duty, and fearful that they may again 
~ forget it. Their painful experience tells them that their 
ireifoa is ofien \ob weak* their informaiioii too fcanty, 
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<nr its light isobftruQed by paffion and prejudices, wfekh 
diftort and difcolour every thing ; or it is unheeded dur- 
ing their attention to prefent obje&s. Happy fhould 
they be, if it fliould pleafe their kind Parent to remind 
them of their duty from time to time, or to influence 
their mind m any way that would compenfate for their 
own ignorance, their own weaknefs, or even their indo- 
lence and negleft. They dare not expeft fuch a favo*> 
vhich their modefty tells them they do not deferve^and 
which they fear may be unfit to be granted ; but when 
fuch a comfort is held out to them, with eager hearts 
they receive it — they blefs the kindnefs that granted it, 

and the hand that brings it. Such amiable characters 

have appeared in all ages, and in all fituations of man- 
.kind. They have not in all inftances been wife-r-often 
have they been precipitate, and have too readily catch- 
cd at any thing which pretended to give them the fo 
much wilhed-for affiftances ; and, . unfortunately r there 
have been enthufiafts, or villains, who have taken ad- 
vantage of this univerfal wifti of anxious man ; and the 
world has been darkened by cheats, who have raifrepre- 
fented God to mankind, have filled us with vain ter- 
rors, and have then quieted our fears by fines* and &- 
crifices, and mortifications, and fervices, which they 
faid made more than amends for all our faults* Thus 
was our duty to our neighbour, to our own dignity, 
and to our Maker and Parent, kept out of fight, arid re- 
ligion no longer came in aid to our fenfe of right and 
wrong ; but, on tfce contrary, by thefe fuperftitions it 
opened the doors of heaven to the worthlefs and thp 
wicked. — But I wifh not to fpeak of thefe men, but of 
the good, the candid, the mqdest, the humjble who 
know their failings, who love their duties, but wifh to 
know, to perceive, .and to love them fiill more. Thefe 
are they who think and believe that 44 the Gpfpel lias 
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brought life and immortality to light," that is, within 
their reach. They think it worthy of the Father of man- 
kind, and they receive it with thankful hearts, admiring 
above all things the fimplicity of its morality, compre- 
hended in one featence, u Do to another what you can 
reafonably wifli that another fliould do ta you," and 

THAT PURITY OF THOUGHT AND MANNERS WHICH 
JUSTINCUISHES IT FROM AVL THE SYSTEMS OF MO- 
RAL INSTRUCTION THAT HAVE EVER BEEN OFFER* 

ed to men. Here they find a ground of refignation 
under the troubles of life, and a fupport in the hour of 
death, quite fuited to the diffidence of their chara&er, 
Such men are ready to grant that the Stoics were per- 
sons of noble and exalted minds, and that tbey had wor- 
thy conceptions of the rank of man in the fcale of God's 
works ; but they confefs that they themfelves do not 
feel all 4hat fupport from Stoical principles which roan 
too frequently needs; and they fay that they are .not 
lingular in their opinions, but that the bulk of mankind 
Aire prevented, by their want of heroic fortitude, by 
their ikuation, or their want of the opportunities of cul- 
tivating their native ftrength of mind, from ever attain- 
ing tbi»hearty fubmiffion to the will of Deity.— They 
maintain, that the Stoics wet e but a few, a very few, from 
-among many millions — and therefore their being fatisfied 
was but a trifle amidft the general difeontent, and fretting, 
and defpair. — Such men will raoft certainly Itart back 
from this Illumination with hdrror and fright — from a 
. Society which gives the lie to their fondeft hopes, makes 
a fport of their grounds of hope, and of their deliverer; 
and which, after laughing at 1 their credulity, bids them 
fhake off all religion whatever j and denies the exiftence 
of that Supreme Mind, the pattern of all excellence, 
who till now had filled their thoughts with admiration 
and love — from an Order which pretends to free them 
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from fpiritual bondage, and then lays on their necks *L 
load ten times more oppreffive and intolerable, from 
which they have no power of ever efcaping. Men of 
fenfe and virtue will fpurn at fuch a propofal ; and evenf 
the profligate, who trade with Deity, mud be fenfibfc 
that they will be better off with their priefts, whom thej^ 
know, and among whom they may make a fele£tioh of 
fuch as will with patience and gentlenefs clear up thcfr 
doubts, calm their fears, and encourage their hopes. 

And all good men, all lovers of peace and of juftkcy 
will abhor and rejeft the thought of overturning the pre- 
fent conftitution of things, faulty as it may be, merely 
in the endeavour to eftablilh another, which the vices ofc 
mankind may fubvert again in a twelvemonth. The^ 
muft fee, that in order to gain their point, the propofetl 
have found it neceffary to deftroy the grounds of mora- 
lity, by permitting the moft wicked means for accdto- 
plifhing any end that our fancy, warped by paflidri orirti 
tereft, may reprefent to us as of great importance. They 
fee, that inftead of morality, vice muft prevail, and that 
therefore there is no fecurity for the continuance 6f this 
Utopian felicity ; and, in the mean time, defolaT/on and 
fhifery muft lay the world wafte during the ftruggle, 2m<t 
tialf of thofe for whom we are driving will be fwept from 
the face of the earth. We have but to look to FranceV 
^where in eight years there have been more executions 
and fpoilations and diftreffes of every kind by the pod- 
voir revolviionnairc^ than can be found in the long re- 
cords of that defpotic monarchy. 

There is nothing in the whole conftitution of the Ilfti- 
minati that ftrikes me with more horror than the propb- 
fals of Hercules and Minos to enlift the women it> this 
jOUocking warfare with all that " is good, and pure^antl' 
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Jpvely, and of good report." They could not have fallen 
oil any expedient that will be more effe&ual and fatal. 
If any of my countrywomen fhall honor thefe pages with 
a reading, I would call on them, in the moll earned 
jgiaxmer, to donfider this as an affair of the utmoft im- 
portance to themfelves. I would conjure them by the 
Regard they have for their owp dignity, and for their 
rank in fociety, to join againft thefe enemies of human 
nature, and profligate degraders of the fex ; and I would 
affure them that the prefent ftateof things almoft puts it in 
their power to be the faviours of the world. But if they 
t are remifs, and yield to the, feduQion, they will fall from 
.that high ftate to which they have arifen in Chriftian 
.Eurppe, and sgain fink into that infignificancy or flave- 
,iy in- which the fex is found in. all ages and countries out 
of the hearing of Chrifiianity. 

I hope that my countrywomen will confider this fo- 
. lemn addrefs to them as a proof of the high efteem in 
which I hold them. They will not be offended then if, 
in this feafon pf alarm and anxiety, when I wifh to im- 
prefs their minds with a ferious truth, I fhall wave cere- 
. mony which is always defigning, and fpeak of them in 
honeft but decent plainneft. * 

Man is immerfed in luxury* Our accommodations 
now fo numerous that every thipg is pleafure. Even 
in very fober fituations in this highly cultivated Soci- 
ety, there is hardly a thing that remains in the form of 
a neceffary of life, or even of a mere conveniency — 
every thing is ornamented — it muft not appear of ufc 
— it muft appear as giving fome fenfible pleafure. I do 
not fay this by way of blaming — it is nature — man is a 
refining creature, and our mofl boaftefl acquirements 
'are but refinements on our .neceffary wants. Our hut 
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Incomes a palace, our blanket a fine drefs, and oftt 
arts become fciences. This difcontent with the natural 
condition of things, and this difpofition to refinement, 
is a chara&eriftic bf our fpecies, and is the great em- 
ployment of Our lives. The direftion which this pTtf- 
f penfity chances to take in any age or nation, marks its 
"character in the moft canfpicuous and intereftrng man- 
gier. All have it in fome degree, and it is very co&r- j 
•ceivable that, in fome, it may conftitute the chief ob*- 
jefctof attention. If this be the cafe in any nations, * j 
is furely moft likely to be fo in thofe where the acconr* j 
'modations of life are the moft numerous — therefore ih j 
'a rich and luxurious nation: I may furely, without . j 

* exaggeration or jreproach, give that appellation to our j 
; own nation at tlris moment. If you" do not go to the | 
very loweft ciafs of people, who mull labour all day, h j 
it not the chief obje&of all to procure perceptible plea- j 

'Jure in one way or another ? The fober and bufy ftirug- j 

gle in the thoughts and hopes bf getting the means of ea- j 

joying the comforts of life without farther labour— -and j 

many have no other object than pleafure. j 

• i 

j 

Then let us refleft that it is woman that is to -grace the \ 
whole — It is in nature, it is the very conftitution of 
man, that woman, and every thing conne&ed with wo- 
man, muft appear as the ornament of life. That this 

* mixey with every other focial fentiment, appears from 

* the condufl of our fpecies in all ages and in every Cm- 
ation. This I prefume would bfe the cafe, even though 
there were no qualities or talents in the fex to juftify ru 
This fentiment refpefting the fex is nece(Tary, flfi ordtt 
to rear fo helplefs, fo nice, and fo improveable a crea- 
ture as man ; without it, the long abiding talk couM 
not be performed : — and I think that I may venture tQ 
fay that it is performed in the different ftates of fociety 
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$£ariy in proportion as this preparatory. and indifpenfa* 
ble fentiment is in force* 

. On the other hand) I think it no lefs evident that it 
is the.delire of the women to be agreeable to the men* 
pnd that they will model themfelves according to what 
.they think will pleafe. Without this ,adjuftment of 
/entimapts by nature, nothing would go on* We ne- 

oM&ve any fuch want of fymmetry in the works of 
jQod* If, therefore, fbbfe who take the lead, and give 
the falhion in fociety, were wife and virtuous, I have 
jap doubt hut that the women would fet the brighteft. 
pattern of every thing that is excellent. But if the men 

nice and faftidious fenfualifts, the women will be 
Refined and elegant voluptuaries^ 

There is no deficiency in the femaje mind, cither in 
jtalents or in difpofitions ; nor can we fay with certainty 
: lhat there is any fubjeft of intelle&ual or moral difcuf- 
jfeqivin which women have not excelled* If the delica- 
.cy of their conftitution, and other phyfical caufes, al- 
low the female fex a fmaller (hare of fome mental pow- 
ers, they poffefs others in a fuperior degree, which are 
no lefs refpe&able in their own nature, and of as great 
importance to fociety. Inftead of defcanting at large 
40rt their powers of mind, and fupporting my aflertions 

♦ by the inftances of a Hypatia, a Schurman, a Zenobia, 
an Elifabeth, &c. I may repeat the account given of 

^ *he fex by a perfon of uncommon experience, who faw 
them without difgfcife, or any motive that could lead 

: them to play a feigned part. — Mr. Ledyard, who tra- 
versed the greateft part of the world, for the mere in- 

. dujgence of his tafte for obfervation of human nature j 

• generally in want, and often in extreme mifery* 

- A a 
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• " I have {fays he) always retnarktd that wofnen, i(l 
all countries, are civil, obliging, tender* and humane; 
that they are ever inclined to be gay and cheerful, ti mor- 
tal's and tad'deft;' fcrid that tfcey do not hefitlrte, like 
man, to perform a kind or generous ^&k>n.— -Ndt 
haughty, not arrogant, not fupercilibus, they axt ftH 
of courtefy, and fond of fociety— -more liable ita gene- 
ral to err tliAn man, but m gfcheifcl, aTfo, ntofe'irifta* 
ous, attd performing more good a&iorts than h& Tea 
vaman, whether civilised or favage, I nfcver addreffed 
frnyfelf m the language of decency and friehdlhip, wi&- 
^ut receiving a decent arid friendly anfwe* — *ikk tora 
4t has often been otherwife. 

" In wandering over the barren plants of mfoo<pttaHb 
Denmark, through honeft Sweden, and frozen Lap- 
land, rude and churlifli Finland, unprincipled Ruflia, 
and the wide spread regions of the wairdefring Tartar—^ 
if hungry, dty, coldy wet, or fick, the women have 
ever been friendly to me, and uniformly fo ; and to add 
to this virtue (fo worthy of the appellation of benevo- 
lence) thefe aftions have b£en* performed in fo free and 
fo Trind a manner, 4 that if I was thirfty, I drank, tfre 
fweefeft 'draught, and if hungry, I ate the coarfe mc&i 
with a double rettA!." 

And thefe are thfey whom WeMhaupt would corrupt ! 
One of thefe, whom he had embraced with fondnefs, 
would Ire iiave murdered! to Tave fiis ; honor, and qua- 
lify himfelf to preach virtue ! fiuf*let us hot be too fe- 
veiSe on Weifhaupt— ifet us waft oiirfelves xl&tr of aftl 
'ftain before Hve think of reprdbating him. Are we not 
^ guilty rn fome degree, when wt do not cultivate in the 
women thefe powers of intnd, and fhofe drfpofitiolis-of 
heart, which would etjuaHy dignify them in every fta- 
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rion as in thqfe bumble ranks in which Mr. Ledyar4 
mod freqtjently 4*aw them ? I cannot think that we d<^ 
this. They are not only to grace the whole of cultivat- 
ed foeiety, but it isr in their faithful and afte&ionat? 
perfonal attachment that ye. are to find the fweeteft plea- 
iiires that life qan give. Yet in all the fituations where 
the jmanaer in which they are treated is not diQated by 
the ftern laws of neceflity, are they not trauxed up for 
mere amufement— are not ferious occupations consider- 
ed as a talk which hurts; their lavelinef* ? What is, thi* 
but felfiflmefs, or as if they had no virtues worth cultivat- 
ing ? Their bufinefs is fuppofed to be the ornamenting 
themfelves, as if nature did not dictate this to them al- 
ready, with at leaft as much force as is neceffary. Eve- 
j*y thing is prefcribed to them buaujt it makes them mort 
fovely — even their moral lefTons are enforced by this ar- 
gument, and NJifs ^Voolftoncroft is perfe&ly right when 
fee (ays that the fine lelfons given to young women by 
Fordyee or Rouffeau are nothing but felfifii and refine^ 
volupLuoulneTs. This advocate of her fex puts her fif- 
4ers in the proper point of view, when ft>e tells them 
that they are, like man, the fubje&s of God's moral go- 
vernment—like man, preparing themfelves for bound- 
Jefs improvement in a better ftate of exiftence. Had 
ihe adhered to this view of the matter, and kept it con- 
stantly in fight, her book (which doubtlefs contains ma- 
jiy excellent things, highly deferving of their ferious 
confideration) would have been a mod valuable work. 
She juftly obferves, that the virtues of the fex are great 
and refpe&able, but that in our mad chace of pkafure, 
only pleafure, they are little thought of or attended to. 
Man trufts to his own uncontroulable pawer, or to the 
general goodnefs of the fex, that their virtues will ap- 
pear when we have occafion for them ; — " but we will 
fend for thefe fome other time — Many noble difplays 
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do they make of the moft difficult attainments. SucR 
is the patient bearing up under misfortunes, which has 
no brilliancy to fupport it in the effort. This is more 
difficult than braving danger in an aiStive and confpicu- 
©us fituation. How often is a woman left with a family 
and the fliattered remains of a fortune, loft perhaps by 
diffipation or by indolence— and how feldom, how very 
feldom, do we fee woman fhrink from the tafk, or dif- 
charge it with negligence ? Is it not therefore folly next 
to madnefs, not to be careful of this our greateft blefc 
ling — of things which fo nearly concern our peace — nor 
guard ourfelves, and thefe our heft companions and 
friends, from the effe&s of this fatal Illumination ? It 
has indeed brought to light * what dreadful lengths men 
will go, when under the fanatical and dazzling glaje of 
happinefs in a ftate of liberty and equality, and fpurred 
on by infatiable luxury, and not held in check by moral 
feelings and the reftraints of religion — and mark, reader^ 
that the women have here alfo taken the complexion of 
the men, and have even gone beyond them. If we hav6 
feen a fon prefent himfelf to the National Affembly of 
France, profeffing his fatisfaftion with the execution of 
his father three days before, and declaring himfelf a true 
citizen, who prefers the nation to all other confidera- 
tions ; we have alfo feen, on the fame day, wives de- 
nouncing their hirfbands, and (O (hocking to human 
nature !) mothers denouncing their fons, as bad citizens 
and traitors, Mark too what return the women have 
met with for all their horrir} fervices, where, to exprefs 
their fentiments of civifm and abhorrence of royalty* 
they threw away the character of their fex, and bit the 
amputated limbs of their murdered countrymen,* Sure- 

* I fay this on the authority of a young gentleman, an emi r 
grant, who faw k, and who faid, that they were women, not of 
the dregs of the Palais Royal, nor of infamous charadcr^ut well 
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Vy thefe patriotic women merited that the rights of their 
fex fhould be confidered in full council, and they were 
well entitled to a feat ; but there is not a fingle aQ: of 
their government in which the fex is corifidered as hav- 
ing any rights whatever, or that they are things to be 
cared ion . 

Are not the accurfed fruits of Illumination to be feen 
in the prefent humiliating condition of woman in France ? 
pampered in every thing that can reduce them to the 
mere inftrument of animal pleafure. In their prefent 
ftate of national moderation (as they call it) and fecuri- 
ty, fee Madame Talien come into the public theatre, ac- 
companied by other i^i/tt/ women (I was about to 
have mifnamed them Ladies) laying afidc all modefty^ 
and prefen ting them felves to the public view, with bared 
limbs, a la Sauvage, as the alluring obje£h of defire.' I 
make no doubt but that this is a ferious matter, encourag- 
ed, nay, prompted by government. To keep the minds of 
the Parifiansin the prefent fever of diffolute gaiety, they 
are at more expence from the national treafury for the 
fupport of the fixty theatres, than all the penfioris and 
honorary offices in Britain, three times told, amount to. 
Was not their abominable farce in the church of Notre 
Diame a bait of the fame kind, in the true fpirit of 
Weifhaupt's Eroterion ? 1 was pleafed to fee among the 
priefts of that folemnity Mr. Brigonzi, an old acquaint- 
ance, formerly Hachinijie (and excellent in his profeffi^ 
on) to the opera at th£ palace in St. Peterfburg. He 
was a moft zealous Mafon, and Chevalier de TOrient ; 
and I know that he went to Paris in the fame capacity 
of Machinijle de r Opera ; fo that I am next to certain 

drefTed. — I am forry to add, that the relation, accompanied with 
looks of horror and difguft, only provoked a contemptuous fmile 
'from aiyllumijiated Britilli Fair one. 
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that this is the very man. But what will be the fcnd of 
all this ? The fondlings of the wealthy will be pamper* 
ed in all the indulgences which faftidious votuptuoufhefs 
finds neceffary for varying or enhancing its pleafures ; but 
they will either be flighted as toys, or they will be ira* 
mured ; and the companions of the poor will be drudg- 
es and flaves. 

I am fully perfuaded that it was. the enthuiiafiic ad- 
miration of Grecian democracy that recommended te 
the French nation the drefs d la Grecque, which exhibit*, 
not the elegant, ornamented beauty, but the beautiful 
female, fully as well as Madame Talien's drefs d la Sau- 
vage. It was no doubt with the fame adherence to f tri- 
ms principle^ that Mademoifelle Therouanne was moft 
beautifully drefled ti VAmazonne on the 5th of O&ober 
1789, when fhe turned the heads of fo many young of- " 
iicers of the regiments at Verfailles. The Cy therea, the 
hominum divumque voluptas, at the cathedral of Notre 
'Dame, was alfo drefled d la Grecque ; and in this, an(J 
in much of the folemnities of that day, I recognized the 
tafte and invention of my old acquaintance Brigonzi. I 
recolleQed the drefles of our premiere & fecondt Surveil- 
lantes in the Loge de la Fidelite. There is a moft evi- 
dent and chara&eriftic change in the whole fyftem of fe- 
male drefs in France. The Filles de VOptru always 
gave the ton, and were furely withheld by no rigid prin- 
ciple. They fometimes produced very extravagant and 
fantaftic forms, but thefe were almoft always in the ftyle 
of the higheft ornament, and they trufted, for the reft of 
the impreflton which they wiflied to make, to the fafci- 
nating expreflion of elegant movements. This indeed 
was wonderful, and hardly conceivable by any who-have 
not feen a grand ballet performed by good aQors. I 
have flied tears of the molt fincere and tender furrow 
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during the exhibition of Antigone, fet to mulic by Tra* 
etta, and performed by Madame Meilcour and Sre To- 
relli, and Zantini. I can eafily conceive the impreffion 
to be ftijl ftronger, though perhaps* of another kind, when 
the former luperb dreffes are changed for tHe^expreffive 
fimplicity of the Grecian. I cannot help thinking that 
the female ornaments in the reft of Eu^ppe, and even 
among ourfelves, have lefs elegance fince we loft the 
imprimatur of the French court. But fee how all this 
will terminate, when we fhali have brought the fex fo 
low, and will not even wait for a Mahometan paradife. 
What can we expeft but fuch a diffolutenefs of man- 
tiers, that the endearing ties of relation and family, and 
mutual confidence within doors, will be flighted, and will 
xcafe ; and every man muft ftand up for himfelf, fingle 
and alone, in perfeEl equality, and full liberty to do 
whatever his own arm (but that alone) is able to accom- 
plifh. This is not the fuggeftion of prudifh fear, I think 
it is the natural courfe of things, a*d that France is at 
this moment giving to the world the fulleft proof of 
Weifhaupt's fagacity, and the judgment with which he 
has formed his plans. Can it tend to the improvement of 
our morals or manners to have our ladies frequent the 
gymnaftic theatres, and fee them decide, like the Roman 
matrons, on the merits of a naked gladiator or wre filer ? 
Have we not enough of this already with our vaulters 
and pofture-mafters, and fhould we admire any lady who 
had a rage for fuch fpeQacles ? Will it improve our tafte 
to have our rooms ornamented with fuch paintings and 
fculptures as filled the cenaculum, and the ftudy of the 
refined and elegant moralift Horace, who had the art— 
ridendo dicer e veruvi ? Shall we be improved when fuch 
indulgences are thought 'compatible with fuch lefTons as 
he generally gives for the conduft of life ? The pure 
^Morality of Iliuioinatifm is now employed in {tripping 
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Jtalyofall thofe precious remains of ancient art a**£ 
>oluptuoufnefs ; and Paris will ere long be the depofif 
and the refort of artifts from all nations, there to ftudy 
jJie works of ancient mailers, and to return from thence 
pandars of public corruption. The plan is mafterly, an<i 
the low-born Statefmen and Generals .of France jnay m 
this refpect be fet on a level with a Colbert or a Conde, 
Jiut the coufequqnees of this Gallic dominion oyejf 
the minds of fallen man will be as dreadful as their do* 
minion over their lives and fortunes. 

Recolle6t in what manner Spartacus propofed to 
corrupt his filters (for we need not fptek of the manner 
in which he cxpe&ed that this would promote his plan 
— this is abundantly plain.) It was by deftroying theijf 
moral fentiments, and their fentiments of religion.—^ 
Recollect what is the recommendation that the Atheift 
Minos gives of his ftep-daughters,. when he fpeaks of 
them as proper perfons for the Lodge of Sifters. " They 
have got over all prejudices, and, in matters of re- 
ligion, they think as I do." Thefe profligates judged 
rightly that this affair required much caution,and that the 
utmoft attention to decency, and even delicacy, mull be 
obferved in their rituals and ceremonies, otherwife they 
. would be difgvjted. This was judging fairly of the fee] : 
ings of a female mind. But they judged falfely, and on- 
ly according to their own coarfe experience, when ttrey 
attributed their difguft and their fears to coynefs. Coy 7 
nefs is indeed the inftinQive attribute of the female* In 
woman it is very great, and it is perhaps the genuine 
fource of the difgiift of which the Illuminaju were fufpi- 
cious. But they have been dim-fighted indeed, v or very- 
unfortunate in their acquaintance, if they never obferved- 
any other fource of repugnance fn the mind of wxamanr 
to what is immoral orimmodeft — if they did not fee dif? 
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like— moral disapprobation. Do they mean to infinuate, 
that in that regard which modeft women exprefs in all 
their words and a&ions, for what every one underftands 
"by the terms decency, modefty,- filthinefs, obfcenity, they 
only fhow female coynefs ? Then are they very blind in- 
ftruftors. But they are not fo blind. The account 
given of the initiation of a young Sifter at Frankfort, 
under the feigned name Pfycharion^ fhows the moll fcru- 
pulous attention to the moral feelings of the fex ; and 
the confufion and difturbance which it occafioned among 
the ladies, after all their care, fliows, that when they 
thought all right and delicate, they had been but coarfe 
judges. Minos damns the ladies there, becaufe they are 
too free, too rich, too republican, and too wife, for be- 
ing led about by the nofe (this is his own expreffipn.) 
But Philo certainly thought more corre6Hy of the fex 
in general, when he fays, Truth is a modeft girl : She 
may be handed about like a lady, by good fenfe and 
good manners, but muft not be bullied and driven about 
like a ftrumpet. I would give the difcourfes or addref- 
fes which were made on that occafion to the different 
clafles of the affembly, girls, young ladies, wives, young 
men, and ftrangers, which are really well compofed and 
phretty, were they not fuch as would offend my fair 
countrywomen. 

The religious fentiments by which mortals are to be 
affifted, even in the difcharge of their moral duties, and 
itill more, the fentiments which are purely religious, 
and have no reference to anything here, areprecifely 
thofe which are tooft eafily excited in the mind of wo- 
man. AfFeftion, admiration, filial reverence, are, if t 
xniftake not exceedingly, thofe in which the women far 
fiirpafs the men ; and it is on this account that ^re ge- 
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nerally find them fo much difpofed to devotion, whrclb 
is nothing but a fort of fond indulgence of thefe affec- 
tions without limit to the imagination. The enraptur- 
ed devotee pours out her foul in expreflions of thefc 
feelings, juft as a fond mother mixes the carefles given 
to her child with the moft extravagant expreflions of 
love. The devotee even endeavours to excite higher 
degrees of thefe affe£tion$, by expatiating on fuch cir- 
xumftances in the divine conduft with refpeQ: to man as 
naturally awaken them ; and he does this without any 
fear of exceeding; becaufe Infinite Wifdom and Good- 
nefs will always juftify the fentiment, and free theex- 
.prefiion of it from all charge of hyperbole or extrava- 
gance. 

I am convinced, therefore, that the female mind is 
well adapted to cultivation by means of religion, and 
that their native foftriefs and kindnefs of heart will al- 
ways be fufficient for procuring it a favorable reception 
from them. It is therefore with double regret that I fee 
any of them join in the arrogant pretenfions of our Illu- 
minated philofophers, who fee no need of fuch aflGftan- 
ces for the knowledge and difcharge of their duties. 
There is nothing fo unlike that general modefty of 
thought, and that diffidence, which we are difpofed tp 
think the charaQer of the female mind. I am inclined 
to think, that fuch deviations from the general condud 
of the fexare marks of a harfher character, of a heart 
that has lefs fenfibility, and is on the whole lefs amiable 
.than that of others ; yet it mutt be owned that there are 
fome fuch among us. Much, if not the whole of this 
jperverfion, has, I am perfuaded, been owing to 'the con- 
.tagion of bad example in the men. They are made fa- 
miliar with fuch expreflions — their firft horror is gone, 
and (would to, heaven that I were miftaken !) fome of 
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l&em have already wounded their confciences to fuch a 
degree, that they have fome rcafon to wifli that religion 
may be without foundation. 

But I would call upon all, and thefe women in parti- 
cular, to confider this matter 4 in another light — as it may 
affeQ: themfelves in this life ; as it may affe6t their rank 
and treatment in ordinary fociety. I would fay to them, 
that if the world ftiall once adopt the belief that this life 
is our all, then, the true ma*xim of rational conduft will 
be, to " eat and to drink, (ince to-morrow we are to 
die " and that when they have nothing to truft to but 
the fondnefs of the men, they will foon find themfelves 
reduced to flavery^ The crown which they now weal* 
will fall from their heads, and they will no lbnger be the 
arbiters of what is lovely in human life* The empire of 
beauty is but fhort ; and even in republican France, it 
will not be many years that IVfadame Tatien can fafci- 
fiate the Parifian Theatre by the exhibition of her charms^ 
Man is faftidious and changeable, and he is ftronger than* 
they, and can always take his owrr will with refpe£l to 
woman. At prefent he is with-held by refpeft for her 
moral worth — and many are with-held by religion- — and 
many more are with-held by public laws r which laws^ 
were framed at a time when religious truths influenced 
the minds and the conduft of men. When the fentiment^ 
of men change, they will not be fo foolifli as to keep in 
force laws which cramp their ftrongeftdefires. Then wilt 
the rich have their Harems, and the poor their drudges. 

Nay, it is not merely the circumffance of woman's be- 
ing confidered as the moral companion of man that gives 
the fex its empire among us. There is fomething of 
this to be obferved in all nations. Of all the diRin&ions 
which fet our fpecies above the other fentientinhabit- 
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ants of this globe, making us as unlike to the beft <rf 
them as they are to a piece of inanimate matter, there is 
none more remarkable than the differences obfervable 
in the appearances of thofe defires by which the race is 
continued. As I obferved already, fuch a diftin&ion 
is indifpenfably necelfary. There muft be a moral coa- 
nedion, in order that the human fpecies may be a race 
of rational creatures, improveable, not only by the en*- 
creafing experience of the individual, but alfo by the he*, 
ritable experience of the fucceffive generations. It may 
be obferved between the folitary pairs in Labrador^ 
where human nature ftarves, like the- ftunted oak in the 
crevice of a baron rock ; and it is feen in the cultivated 
focieties of Europe, where our aature in a feries of ages 
becomes a majeftic tree. But, alas ! with what differ- 
_ ences of boughs and foliage ! Whatever may be the na- 
tive powers of mind in the poor but gentle Efquimaux, 
ihe can do nothing for the fpecies but nurfe a young 
one, who cannot run his race of life without inceffant 
and hard labour to keep foul and body together— here 
therefore her ftation in fociety can hardly have a name, 
becaufe there can hardly be laid that there is an aflbci- 
ation, expept what is necelfary for repelling the boftile 
attacks of Indians, who feem to hunt them without pro- 
vocation as the dog does the hare. In other parts of the 
world, we fee that the confideration in which the fex is 
held, nearly follows the proportions of that aggregate of 
many different particulars, which we confider as confti- 
tuting the cultivation of a fociety. We may perhaps 
err, and we probably do err, in our eftimation of thefe 
degrees, becaufe we are not perfeflly acquainted with 
what is the real excellence of man. But as far as we can 
judge of it, I believe that my afl'ertion is acknowledged. 
On this authority, I might prefume to fay, that it is in 
Chriftian Europe that man ha* attained his higheft de- 
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gree of cultivation- — arid it is undoubtedly here that the 
women have attained the higheft rank. I may even add, 
that it is in that part of Europe where the effential antj 
diftinguiftimg do&rines of Chriftian morality are moll 
generally acknowledged and attended to by the laws of 
the country, that woman a£ls the higheft part in general 
fociety. But here we muft be very careful how wc 
form our notion, either of the fociety, or of the female 
nmk~it is furely not from the two or three dozens who 
fill the higheft ranks in the ftate.' Their number is too 
fmall, and th$ir*Gtuation is too particular, to afford the 
^proper average. Befides, the fituation of the individu- 
als of this clafs in all countries is very much the fame-*- 

' and in all it is very artificial — accordingly their charac- 
ter is fantaftical. Nor are we to take it from that clafe 
that is the moft numerous of all, the loweft clafs of foci- 

v ety, for thcfe are the labouring poor, whofe conduftand 
occupations are fo much dictated to them by the hard 
circumftances of their fituation, that fcarcely any thing 
is left to their choice. The fituation of women of this 
clafs tnuft be nearly the fame in all nations. But this 
clafs is ftill fufceptible of fome variety — and we fee it — 
and I think that even here there is a perceptible fuperi- 
ority of the female rank in thofe countries where the 
1 ptureft Chriftianity prevails. We muft however take 

- our meafures or proportions from a numerous clafs, but 
alfo a clafs in fomewhat of eafy circumftances, where 
moral fentiments call fome attention, and perfons have 
. fome choice in their condu&. And here, although I 

cannot pretend to have had many opportunities of obler- 
vation, yet I have had fome. I can venture to fay that 
it is not in Ruffia, nor in Spain, that woman is* on the 
whole, the moff important "as a member of the commu- 

- nity. I would fay, that in Britain her important ri^hi* 
are more generally refpe&ed than any where elfe. No 
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where is a man's charafter fo much hurt by infidelity- 
no where is it fo difficult to rub off the ftigma of baftar- 
dy, or to procure a decent reception or fociety for an 
improper connection; and I believe it will readily be 
granted, that their (hare in fucceffions, their authority 
in all matters of domeftic truft, and even their opinions 
in what concerns life and manners, are fully more ref- 
pe&ed here than in any country. 

I have been of the opinion (and every obfervatiort 
that I have been able to make fince I fittl formed it con- 
firms me in it) that woman is indebted to Chriftianity 
alone for the high rank fhe holds in fociety. Look into 
the writings of antiquity — into the works of the Greek 
and Latin poets — into the numberlefs panegyrics of the 
fex, to be found both in profe and verfe — I can find 
little, very little indeed, where woman is treated with 
refpeft — there is no want of love, that is, of fondnefs, 
of beauty, of charms, of graces. But of woman as the 
-•equal of man, as a moral companion, travelling with 
him the road to felicity — as his advifer — his folace in 
misfortune — as a pattern from which he may fometimes 
copy with advantage ; — -of all this there is hardly a trace. 
Woman is always mentioned as an objeft of paffiom 
Chaftity, modefty, fober-mindednefs, are all confider- 
ed in relation to this fingle point ; or fometimes as of 
importance in refpe6l of ceconomy or domeftic quiet. 
Recolleft: the famous fpeech of Metellus Numidicus to 
the Roman people, when, as Cenfor, he was recom- 
mending marriage. 

" Si fine uxore poffemus Quirites c(Te, omnes ea mo- 
lefti& careremus. Sed quoniam ita natura tradidit, ut 
nec cum illis commode, nec fine illis ullo modo vivi 
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•.poffet, faluti perpetuae potias quam brevi voluptati 
confulendum." 

Aul. Gell. NoB. Att. I. 6. 

What does Ovid, the great panegyrift of the fex, fay 
for his beloved daughter, whom he had praifed for her 
4tftra6iions in various places of his Triftiaand other com- 
positions? He is writing her Epitaph — and the only 
thing he can fay of her as a rational creature is, that {he 
is— Domijida — not a Gadabout. — Search Apuleius, 
where you will findlnanylemate^ charafters in abflrafto 
r-^-You will find that his little Photis was nearefl to his 
heart, after all his philofophy* Nay, in his pretty ftory 
of Cupid and Pfyche, which the very wife will tell you 
is a fine lefTon of moral philofophy, and a reprefenta- 
tion of the operations of the intellectual and moral fa- 
culties of the human foul, a ftory which gave him the 
.fineft opportunity, nay, almoft made it necefTary for 
hira, to infert whatever can ornament the female cha- 
racter; what is his Pfyche but a beautiful, fond, and 
filly girl ; and what are the whole fruits of any acquain- 
tance with the fex ? — Pleafure. But why take more 
•pains in the fearch ? — Look at their immortal goddefTes 
— is there one among them whom a wife man would fe- 
:left for a wife or a friend ? — I grant that a Lucretia is 
-praifed — a Portia, an Arria, a Zenobia — but thefe are 
individual characters — not reprefentatives of the fex. 
The only Grecian ladies who made a figure by intellec- 
tual talents, were your Afpafias, Sapphos, Phrynes* 
and other nymphs of this caft, who had emerged from 
the general infigjuficance of the fex, by throwing away t 
what we are accultomed to call its greateft ornameot. 

I think that the firft piece in which woman is pi&ured 
sls a refpc&able character, is j*he oldclt novel that I am 
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acquainted with, written by a. Chriftian Bilhop, Helio* 
dorus — I mean the Adventures of Theagenes and Cha- 
liclea. I think that the Heroine is a greater charafter 
than you will meet with in all the annals of antiquity. 
And it is worth while to obferve what was the effeft of 
this painting. The poor Bilhop had been depofed, and 
even excommunicated, for do&lrinal errors, and for 
drawing fuch a pifture of a heathen. The magiftrate* 
of Antioch, the mod voluptuous and corrupted city of 
the Eaft, wrote to the Emperor, telling him that this 
book had reformed the ladies of their city, where Julian 
the Emperor and his Sophifts had fonherly preached in 
vain, and they therefore prayed that the good Bifhop 
might not be deprived of his mitre. — It is true, we read 
of Hypatia, daughter of Theon, the mathematician at 
Alexandria, who was a prodigy of excellence, and 
taught philofophy, i. t. the art of leading a good and 
happy life, with great applaufe in the famous Alexan- 
drian fchool. — But fhe alfo was in the times of Chrifti- 
anity, and was the intimate friend of Syncellus and other 
Chriftian Bifhops. 

It is undoubtedly Chriftianity that has fet woman o* 
her throne, making her in every refpefl: the equal of 
man, bound to the lame duties, and candidate for the 
ftme happinek. Mark how woman is defcribed by a 
Chriftian poet, 

— — " Yet when I approach 
Her lorelinefs, fo abfolute me feems, 
And in herfelf complete, fo well to know 
Her own, that what (he wills to do or fay* 
Seems wfeft, virtuoufeft, &fcreeteji> beft. 

Neither her outfide, form'd fo fair,—* 
So much delights me, a*tbofe graceful afts f 
Tbofe tbgufand decencies that daily flow 
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, $ffx& aU )ier.;wQr.ds,an(l actions, mte'd with loite \ 
. And fweet coraplianee, which declare unfeign'4 
Cfniph of mind, or in us both one /out. 

> '/ ' ~ 

. ■ • ■ . A nd, to confiimmata all, . 
- ^ t Grtattiefi of mina\ and noblenefs, their feat 
\ Build in Her lovelieft, rratf* awe 

jtboui her-) as a guard ahgslk plac'd" 
f MiLfOtf* 

> -This is really moral paintings without any abatement 
Ci£ female icharms^ . '* 

: This Ja the natural confequence of that purity of 
beaxt, wfrieh is fo much infilled on m the Chriltian mo- 
rality* In. the inftru&ions of the heathen; philofophers, 
it is either not mentioned at all,* Or at molt, it is recom- 
inended coldly, as a thing proper, and worthy of a mind 
iattentive to great things»-~But, in Chriftianity, it is in* 
iifled on as an indifpenfable duty, and enforced by ma* 
«y arguments peculiar to itfelf. 

It is worthy of obfervation, that the moft prominent 
fuperftitions which have dilhonored the Chriftian church- 
es, have been the exceffive refinements which the en* 
*hufiaftic admiration of heroic purity has allowed the 
lioly trade to introduce into the manufacture of Our fpi- 
titual fetters. Without this enthufiafm, cold expedi- 
ency would not have been able to make the Monaftic 
vow fo general, nor have given us fuch numbers of con- 
vents. Thefe were generally founded by fuch enthufi- 
afts— rthe rulers indeed of the church encouraged this to 
the utmoft, as the beii levy for the fpiritual power-^-but 
they could not enjoin fuch. foundations* From the fame 
fource we may derive the chief influence of auricular 
confelhon. When thefe were firmly eftablifhed^ and 

C. c . . - 
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were venerated, almoft all the other corruptions of 
Chriftianity followed of courfe. I may almoft add, 
that though it is here that Chriftianity has fuffered the 
mod violent attacks, it is here that the place is raoft te- 
nable. — Nothing tends fo much to knit all the ties of 
fociety as the endearing connexions of family, and 
whatever tends to lefl'en our veneration for the marriage 
contraft, weakens them in the moll effe&ual manner. 
Purity of manners is its mod effe&ual fuppbrt, and 
pure thoughts are the only fourees from which pure 
manners can flow. I readily grant that this veneration 
for perfonai purity was carried to an extravagant height* 
and that feveral very ridiculous fancies arid cuftoms 
arofe from this* Romantic Jove, and chivalry', are 
ftrong inftances cf the ftrange vagaries of our imagina- 
tion, when carried along by this enthufiaftic admiration 
of female purity; and fo unnatural and' forced, that 
they could only be temporary faftiions. But I believe 
that, with all their ridicule, it would be a happy nation 
where this was the general creed and pra&ice* Nor 
can I help thinking a nation on its decline, when the 
domeftic connexions ceafe to be venerated, and the il- 
legitimate offspring of a nabob or a nobleman are re- 
ceived with eafc into good company. 

Nothing is more dear than that the defign of the II- 
himinati was to abolilh Chriftianity — and we now fee 
how effe&ual this would be for the corruption of the 
fair fex, a purpofe which they eagerly wiflied to gain* 
that they might corrupt the men. But if the women 
would retain the rank they now hold, they will be care- 
ful to preferve in full force on their minds this religion* 
fo congenial to their difpofitions, which nature has made 
afFe&ionate and kind. 
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And with rcfpcfl: to the men, is it not egregious folly 
to encourage any thing that can tend to blaft our fweet- 
*efl; enjoyments ? Shall we not do this mod effe£iually if 
-we attempt to corrupt what nature will always make us 
confider as the higheft elegance of life ? The divinity of 
the Stoics was, 44 Mens Jana in cor fore fano"<-dbut it is 
equally true y 

* 6 Gratior efi pulchro venkns e corf ore virtus" 

If therefore, inftead of profeffedly tainting what is of 
itfelf beautiful, we could really work it up to 

" That fair form, which, wove in fancy's loom, 
u Floats in light vifions round the poet's head," 

and make woman a pattern of perfeftion, we (hould 
undoubtedly add more to the heartfelt happinefs of life 
than by all the difcoveries of the Illuminati. See what 
was the effe£t of Theagenes and Charicleau 

And we {hould remember that with the fate of wo- 
man that of man is indiflblubly knit. The voice of 
nature fpoke through our immortal bard, when he made 
Adam fay, 

" From thy ftate 

Mine never fhall be parted,, blifs or woe." 

Should we fuffer the contagion to touch our fair part- 
ner, all is gone, and too late fhall we fay, 

" O faireft of creation ! lad and be ft 

Of all God's works, creature in whom excell'd 

Whatever can to fight or thought be form'd, 

Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fweet ! 

How art thou loft — and now to death devote ?— * 

And me with thee haft rutn'd : for with thee 

Certtin my rsfolutiou is to die*" 
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The German Union. 



w HEN fuch a fermentation has been excited m 
the public mind, it cannot be fuppofed that the formal 
fuppreflion of the Order of the Illuminati in Bavaria* 
and in the Duchy of Wirtemberg* by the reigning Prin- 
ces, would bring all to reft again. By no means* The 
minds of men were predifpofed for a change by the reft- 
lefs fpirit of fpeculation in every kind of enquiry, and 
the leaven had been carefully and fkilfulty diffeminated 
in every quarter of the empire, and even : in foreign 
countries. Weifliaupt faid^ on good grounds, that " if 
the Order fhould be difcovered and fupprefled, he would 
reftore it with tenfold energy in a twelvemonth/' Even 
in thofe ftates where it was formally abolifhed, nothing 
could hinder the enlifting new members, and carrying 
on all the purpofes of the Order. The Areopagita? 
might indeed be changed, and the feat of the dire6lion 
transferred to fome other place ; but the Minerval and 
his Mentor could meet as formerly, and a ride of a few 
miles into another State, would bring him to a Lodge, 
where the young would be amufed, and the more ad- 
vanced would be engaged in ferious mifchicf. Weif- 
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"haupt never liked childrens play. He indulged Philo 
in it, becaufe he faw him taken with fuch rattles ; but 
his own projects were dark and folemn, and it was a re- 
lief to him now to be freed from that mummery. He 
foon found the bent of the perfon's mind on whom he 
had fet his talons, and he fays, that " no man ever ef- 
caped him whom Jje thought it worth while to fecure." 
He had already filled the lifts with enough of the young 
and gay, and when the prefent condition of the Order 
required fly and experienced heads, he no longer court- 
ed them by play -things. He comn^nicated the ranks 
and the inftruftions by a letter, without any ceremony. 
The correfpondence with Philo at the time of the breach 
"with him {hows the fuperiority of Spartacus. Philo is 
in a rage, provoked to find a pitiful profeffor difcon- 
tented with the immenfe fervices which he had received 
from a gentleman of his rank, and treating him with 
authority, and with difingenuity. — He tells Spartacus 
what ftill greater fervices he can do the Order, and 
that he can alfo ruin it with a breath. — But in the 
midft of this rage, he propofes a thoufand modes of re- 
: concilement. The fmalleft conceflion would make him 
hug Spartacus in bis arms. But Spartacus is deaf to 
all his threats, and firm as a rock. Though he is con- 
fcious of his own vile conduft, he abates not in the 
fmalleft point his abfolute authority — requires the moft 
implicit fubmiffion, which he fays u is due, not to him, 
but to the Order, and without which the Order muft 
immediately go to ruin." — He does not even deign to 
challenge Philo to do his worft, but allows him to go 
out of the Order without one angry word. This {hows 
his confidence in the energy of that fpirit of reftlefs dif- 
content, and that hankering after reform which he had 
fo fuccefsfully fpread abroad. 
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This had indeed arifen to an unparalleled height, ui*- 
^expefted even by the feditious themfelves. This ap- 
peared in a remarkable manner by the reception given 
to the infamous letters on the conftitution of the Pruffi- 
an States. 

The general opinion was, that tyirabeau was the au- 
thor of the letters themfelves, and it tyas p§rfe£lly un- 
derftood by every perfon, that the tranflation into French 
was a joint contrivance of Mirabeau and Nicholai. I ' 
was affured of this by the Britifh Minifter at that Court- 
There are fome blunders in refped of names, which an 
inhabitant of the country could hardly be guilty of, but 
are very confiftent with the felf-conceit and precipitan- 
cy of this Frenchman. — There arc feveral inftances of 
the fame kind in two pieces, which are known for cer- 
tain to be his, viz. the Chronique fcandaleufe and the 
Hijloire Jccrttte de la Ctur at Berlin. THefe letters 
were in every hand, and were mentioned in every con- 
verfation, even in the Pruffian dominions — and in other 
places of the Empire they were quoted, and praifed, and 
commented on, although fome of their contents were 
nothing fhort of rebellion. . 

Mirabeau had a large portion of that felf-conceit 
which diftinguifhes his countrymen. He thought him- 
felf qualified not only for any high office in adminiftra- 
tion, but even for managing the whole affairs of the new 
King. He therefore endeavoured to obain fome poft 
of honor. But he was difappointed, and, in revenge, 
did every thing in his power to make thofe in adminif- 
tration the objefls of public ridicule and reproach. His 
licentious and profligate manners were fuch as excluded 
him from the fociety of the people of the firft claffes, 
tyhgm it behoved to pay fome attention to personal dig- 
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iuty. His opinions -were in the higheft degree corrupt- 
ed, and he openly profeffed Atheifm. This made him 
peculiarly obnoxious to the King, who was determined 
to corre& the disturbances and difquiets which had ari-* 
fen in the Pruffian ftates from the indifference of his 
predeceffor in thefe matters. Mirabeau therefore at- 
tached himfelf to a junto of writers and fcribblers, who 
had united in order to diffeminate licentious principles, 
both ill refpeft of religion and of government. His wit 
and fancy were great, and he had not perhaps his equal 
for eloquent and biting fatire. He was therefore caref- 
fed by thefe writers asa moft valuable acquifition to 
their Society. He took all this deference as his juflt 
due ; and was fo confident in his powers, and fo foolifh 
•as to advife, and even toadmonifh, the King. Highly 
obnoxious by fuch conduS, he was excluded 4rom any 
chance of preferment, and was exceedingly out of hu- 
mour. , In this ftate of mind he was in a fit frame for 
Illumination. Spartacus had been eyeing him for fome 
time, and at laft communicated this honor to him through 
the intermedium of Mauvillon, another Frenchman, 
Lieutenant-Colonel in the fervice of the Duke of Brunf- 
lvick. This perfon had been moft a&ive during the 
formal cxiftence of. the Order, and had contributed 
much to its reception in the Proteftant ftates — he re- 
mained long concealed. Indeed his Illumination was- 
not known till the invafion of Holland by the French 
rebels. Mauvillon then ftepped forth, avowed hb 
principles, and recommended the example of the French 
to the Germans. This encouragement brought even 
Philb again on the ftage, notwithftanding his refentment 
againft Spartacus, and his folemti declaration of having 
abjured all fuch focieties- — Thefe, and a thoufand fuch 
fa&s, {how that the feeds of licentious Cofmo-politifn* 
tad tajcen deep root, and that qutting down the crojf 
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had by no means deftroycd the bapefyl plant- — But. thi^ 
is not all — a new method of cultivation had b$ei> jja^ 
vented, and immediately adopted, and it was now grow* 
ing over aU Europe in another form. 

I have already taken notice of the general peryerfiopj 
of the public mind which cooperated with the/chijnps pj^ 
Free Mafonry in procuring a liftening ear to Spartacus 
and his aflbciates. It will not be doubted but that the ma- 
chinations of the Illuminati encreafed this, even arnon^ 
thofe who did not enter into the Order. It was eaflef 
to diminifh the refpeft for civil eftablifhments in Ger- 
many than in almoft any pther country. The frivolity 
of the ranks and court offices in the different cpnfed^ 
rated petty ftates, made it impoffible to combine digj 
nity with the habits of a fcanty income. — It was ftill ea~ 
fier toexpofe to ridicule and reproach thofe numberleff 
abufes which the folly and the vices of men had intro- 
duced into religion. The influence on the public minct 
'which naturally attaches to tte venerable office of a 
moral inftruftor, was prodigioufly diminifhed by the 
continual difputes of the Catholics and Proteftarits, 
which were carried on with great heat in every little 
principality. The freedom of enquiry, which was fup- 
ported by the date in Proteftant Germany, was terribly 
abufed (for what will the folly of man not abufe) aad 
degenerated into a wanton licentioufnefs of thought, and 
a rage for Speculation and fcepticifm on every fubjeft 
whatever. The ftruggle, which was originally between 
the Catholics ahd the Proteftants, had changed, during 
the gradual progrefs of luxury and immorality, into.a 
conteft between reafon and fuperftition. And in thif 
conteft the denomination of fuperftition had been gra" r 
dually extended to every doflfrine which plrofefTed to be 
of divine revelation, arid reafon was declared to be, fox 
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'<?ertain, the only wa^ in which the Deity can inform the 
human mind. 

- Some refpe&able Catholics had publifhed works fik 
led with liberal fentiments. Thefe were reprefented as 
villanous machinations to inveigle Proteftants. On the 
"other hand, fome Proteftant divines had propofed to* 
imitate this liberality by making conceffions which might 
enable a good Catholic to live more at eafe among the 
Proteftants, and might even accelerate an union of faiths. 
This was hooted beyond meafure, as Jefuitical, and 
big with danger. While the fceptical junto, headed by 
the editors of the Deutfche Bibliothtk and the Berlin 
'Monatfchrifil were recommending every performance 
that was hoflile to the eltablifhed faith of the country, 
Leuchtrenring was equally bufy, finding Jefuits in eve- 
ry corner, and went about with all the inquietude of a 
madman, picking up anecdotes, Zimmerman, the re- 
Tpeftable phyfician of Frederick King of Pruflia, gives a 
'diverting account of a vifit which he had by Leuchtfen- 
ring at Hanover, all trembling with fears of Jefuits, and 
ivifhing to perfuade him that his life was in danger front 
them. Nicholai was now on the hunt, and during this 
crufade Philo laid hands on him, being introduced to 
his acquaintance by Leuchtfenring, who was, by this 
time, cured of his zeal for Proteftantifm, and had be- 
come a difciple of Illuminatifm. Philo had gained his 
good opinion by the violent attack which he had pub- 
liflied on the Jefuits and Rofycrucians by the*orders of 
Spartacus. — He had not far to go in gaining over Ni- 
cholai, who "was at this time making a tour through the 
Lodge*. Thefparks of Illumination which he perceiv- 
ed in many of them pleafed him exceedingly, and he ve- 
jy cheerfully received the precious fecret from Philo* 

PA 
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: This acquifitioft to the Order was made in' Jarttrary 
1782. Spartacus was delighted with it, confidered Ni? 
cholai as a moft excellent champion, and gave him the 
name of L\bcikn^ the :gr«at fcoffer at all religion* as apt- 
\y Qxprefliug his character* 

Nicholai, on l\is return to Berlin, publiflied many vp- 
(ujnes of hi$ difcoveries. One would imagine th^t nof 
a Jefuit hadefcaped him. He mentions many ftrange 
fchifmatics, botn in religion and in Mafonry — but he 
never once mentions an Illuminatus-.-~Whzn they were 
firft checked,. and befpre the difcovery of the ferret. cpFr 
refpondence, he defended them, and ftropgly reprobate^ 
fhe proceedings of the Ele&or of Bavaria, calling it vife 
perfecution— Nay, after the difcovery of the letter* 
found in Zwack's houfe, fee perfifted in his defence, 
vindicated the pofleffion of the abominable receipts^ an$ 
highly extolled the character of Weilhaupt. — But whep 
the difcovery of papers in the houfe of Batz informed 
the public that he himfeif had long been an Illuminaty^ 
he was fedly put to it to reconcile bis defence with any 
Retentions to religion.* — Weifliaupt laved hitp from dif- 
grace, as he thought, by his publication of the fyftem of 
Illuminatifm^ — Nicholai then boldly faid that he lenew no 
more of the Order than was contained in that book, that 
is, only the two firft degrees. 

* He impudently pretended that the papers containing the fyf- 
tem arid dodlrines of Tlluminatifin, came to him at Berlin, from 
an unknown hand. But no one believed him — it was mconfiftent 
with what is faid of him in the fecret correfpondence. He had 
faid the fame thing cQncerning the French tranflationo£ the Letters 
on the Conftitution of the Pruflian States. Fifty copies were 
found in his ware-houfe. He faid that they had been fent from 
Strafburg, and that he had never fold one of them. — Suppofwg 
both thefe aflfertions to be true, it appears that Nicholai was confi- 
dered as a very proper hand-for -difperfing fuch poi&iu 
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Bat before this, Nicholai had made to Himfeif a mbft 
formidable enemy. Thebiftoryof this conteft is curi* 
ous in itfelf, and gives us a very inftru&ive pifture of 
the- machinations ©f that conjuration des philo/opties, o$ 
gang of fcribblers who were leagued agaifift the peace of 
the world. The reader will therefore find it*to our pur* 
pafe« On the authority of a lady in Couflamf, a Count- 
efs von der Recke, Nkholai had accufed Dr. Stark of 
Darmftadt (who made fuch a figure in Free Mafoiiry^l 
of Jefuitifm, and of having even fubmitted to the tonfure. 
Stark was a mbft reftiefs fpirit— had gone ihrottgh every 
myflfefy in Cermany, Illuminatifm excepted, and had 
♦ferreted out many of Nicholai's hidden tranfa&ions. He 
was alfo an unwearied book-maker, and dealt out theft 
^difeoveries by degrees, Jkeeping the eye bf the public 
continually upon Nicholai. He had fufpe&ed his Illu- 
mination for fome time paft, add when the ftcret 
<same out, by Spattacus's letter, whefe he boafts of his 
acquifition, catting Nicholai a moft fturdy combatant, 
^and faying that he was content ij/imus^ Stark left no ftonfe 
unturned, till he discovered that Nicholai had been ini- 
tiated in all the horrid and moft profligate myfteries of 
'Illuminatifm, and that Spaftacus had at the very firft 
-entrufted him with his moft darling fecrets, and advifed 
'vith hifri on many occafions.* 

*' Of this we have complete proof in the private correfpondence. 
•Philo, fpeaking in one of his letters of the gradual change which 
was to be produced in the minds of their pupils from Chriflianity 
to Deifm, fays, " Nicholai informs me> that even the pious Zolli- 
: kofer has now been convinced that it would be proper to fet up a 
'deiftical church hi Berlin." It is in vain that Nichoki fays that 

* his knowledge of the Order was only of what Weifliaupt had pub- 

* lifted ; for Philo fays that that corrected fyftem had not been in- 
troduced into it when he quitted Jt in 1784. But Nicholai defends 

' no credit — he is one of the moft fcandalous examples of the opera- 
tion of the principles of Weiihaupt. t He procured admiffion into 
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• This complete blading of his moral chara&er cofcW 
not be patiently borne, and Nicholai was m his turn the 
bkter enemy of Stark, and, in the paroxyfms of bast aiu 
ger, publithed every idle tale, although he was often 
obliged to contradift them in the next Review,: In the 
courfe of this atuck and defence, Dn Stark difcoveued 
the revival of the Illuminate or at lead a fociety whisk 
carried on the fame great work in a fomcwhat different 
way. • * 

Dr. Stark had written a defence againftone of Nicho- 
las accufations, and wifhed to have it printed at Leif*- 
«g. He therefore fent the manufcript to a friend, who 
xefided there. This friend immediately propo fed at tc 
a moil improper perfon, Mr. Pott, who had written am 
anonymous commentary on the King of Pruffia's cdiflt 
for the uniformity of religious worfhip in his dominion*. 
This is one of the moil lhamelefs attacks, xm the * *e&h 
blifhed flith of the nation, and the authority and condufl: 
of the Prince, that can be imagined. Stark's friend was 
ignorant of this, and fpoke to Pott, as the partner of the 
great publifher Walther. They, without hefitation^un- 
dertook the pubiifeing ; but when fix weeks had paflfed 

the Lodges of Free Mafons and Rofycrocians* roerejjs to a&tbr 
difhonorable part of a fpy, and he betrayed their fecrets as far as 
he could. # In the appendix to the 7 th volume of his journey, £e 
declaims againft the Templar Mafons, Rofycrucians, and Jefuife, 
for , their blind fubmiffion to unknown fuperiors, their fuperfti- 
tions, their priefthoods, and their bafe principles— *and* yet had 
been five years in a fociety in which all thefe were carried to the 
greateft height. He remains true to the IUuminati alone* becaufe 
they had the fame object in view with himfelf and his atbeifticaj af« 
fociates. His defence of Proteftantifm is all a cheat 5 and perhaps 
he may beconfidered as an enemy equally formidable with Weif- 
haupt himfelf. This is the reafon why he occupies fo many of 
thefe pages. 
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*dtter, Stark's friend found that it was not begun. Some 
exceptionable paffages, which treated with difrepect 
the religion of Reafon, were given as the caufe of delay $ 
and he was told that the author had been written to about 
tbtm, but had not yet returned ananfwer. This was a& 
tenrards found to be falfe. Then a paflage in the pre- 
face was objected to, as treating roughly a lady in Cour- 
landy which Walther could not print, bccaufe be had 
connexions with that court. The author muft be. eo^ 
treated to change his expreflions. After another delay, 
paper was wanting. The MS. was withdrawn, Wai- 
4|jer now faid that he would print it immediately, ap<l 
.again got it into his hands, proinifing to fend the fheets 
m& they came from the prefs. Thefe not appearing for 
& long time, the agent made enquiry, and found that it 
;was fent to Michaelis at Halle, to be printed there. The 
agent immediately Went thither, and found that it w$s 
-printing with great alterations, another title,, and a guide 
tur key, in which the work was perverted and tbrned intp 
ridicule by a Dr. Bahrdt, who refided in that neighbour- 
hood. An adion of recovery $nd damages was imme- 
diately commenced at Leipzig, and after much conteft, 
:m interdid was put on Michaelis edition, and a proper 
edition was ordered immediately from Walther, with fe- 
turity that it fhould appear before BahrdtV key. Yet 
^when it was produced, at the next fair, the bookfellers 
had been already fupplied with the fpurioqs edition; and 
. as this was accompanied by the key, it was much more 
Saleable ware, and completely fupplanted the other. 

This is furely a ftrong inftance of the machinations by 
which the Illuminati have attempted to deftroy the Li- 
Vterty of the Prefs, and the power they have to difcou- 
-rage or fupprefs any thing that is not agreeable to the 
tafte.of the literary junto. It was iu the courjfe of this 
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tranfaftion that Dr. Stark's agent found people talking 
in the coffee-houfes of Leipzig and Halle of the adva&t 
tages of public libraries, and of libraries by fubfcrip-f 
tion, in every town, where perfons could, at a frnaJA 
expence, fee what was paffing in the learned -world. A* 
he could not but acquiefce in thefe points, they whi» 
held this language began to talk of a ge/ieral Aflbcia* 
tion, which (hould aft in concert over all Germany, 
and make a full communication of its numerous literary 
productions, by forming focieties for reading and in* 
ftru&ion, which fliould be regularly fupplied with' ever 
ry publication. Flying Iheets and pamphlets were a& 
terwards put into his hands, ftating the great ufe of fuch 
an AlTociation, and the efFeft which it would Cpeedily 
produce by enlightening the nation. By and by he 
learned that fuch an A(Tociation did really exift, and that 
it was called the German union, for &ooti»g o^me 
Superstition and Prejudices, and advano* 
ing tr6e Christianity. On enquiry, . however, 
he found that this was to be a Secret Society, becaufe 
it had to combat prejudices which were fupported by 
the great of this world, and becaufe its aim was to pro* 
mote that general info*mation which priefts and defpou 
dreaded above Ml things. This Affociation was acceffi- 
ble only through the reading focieties, and oaths of fe- 
crecy and fidelity were required. In ftiort, it appeared 
to be the old fong of the Illuminati. 

This difcovery was immediately announced to the 
public, in an anonymous publication in defence of Dr, 
Stark. Jt is fuppofed to be his own performance. It 
difclofes a fcene of complicated villany and folly, in 
which the Lady in Courland makes a very ftrangc fi- 
gure. She appears to be a wild fanatic, deeply engag- 
ed in magic and ghoft-raifing, and leagued with Nieho- 
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tad, Gedicke, and Biefter, againft Dr. Stark. He is 
rery completely cleared of the fa&s alledged againft 
him y and his three male opponents appear void of all 
principle and enemies of all religion. Stark however 
would,* in Britain, be a very Angular character, confix 
deted as a clergyman. The frivolous fecrets of Mafon- 
ry have either engro(Fed his whole mind, qr he has la- 
boured in them as a lucrative trade, by which he took 
advantage of the folly of others. The conteft between 
Stark and the Triumvirate at Berlin engaged the public 
attention much more than we fhould imagine that a 
thing of fo private a nature would do. But the charac* 
ters were very notorious ; and it turned the attention of 
• the public to thofe clandeftine attacks which were made 
ift every quarter on the civil and religious eftablilhments. 
It was obvious to every perfon, that thfefe reading foci- 
feties had all on a fudden become very numerous ; and 
the charaflters of thofe who patronifed them only increas- 
ed the fufpicions which were now raifed. 

The firft work that fpeaks exprefsly of the German 
Union, is a very fenfible performance " On the Right 
of Princes to direB the Religion of their fubjeBs." The 
next is a curious work, a fort of narrative Dialogue on 
ike Characters of Nichelai^ Gedicke^ and Biefler. - It is 
-diiefly occupied with th^ conteft with. Dr. Stark, but in 
the 5th part, it treats particularly of the German Union* 

' About the fame time appeared fomc farther account, 
in a book called Archives of Fanaticifm and Illumina- 
tifrn* But all thefe accounts are very flight and unfatis- 
fa&oty. The fulleft account is to hi had in a work 
publilked at Leipzig by Gofchen the bookfeller. It is 
entitled " More Notes than Text, or the German Urdo% 

#f. XXI 7, a new Secret Society for the Good of Mankind? 
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Leipzig, 1789. The publifher fays, that it was fcnt 
htm by an unknown hand, and that he publifhed it with 
alifpeed, on account of the many mifchiefs which tin* 
Society (of which he had before heard feveral reports) 
might do to the world, and to the trade, if allowed to 
go on working in fecret. From this work, therefore, 
we may form a notion of this redoubtable Society, and 
judge how far it is pra&icable to prevent fuch fecret ma- 
chinations againft the peace and happinefs of mankind. 

There is another work, " Further Information con- 
cerning the German Union (N&here Beleuchtuog der 
Deutfche Union) alfo Jhowing how ^ for a moderate price* 
-one may become a Scotch Free Mafon." Frankfort and 
Leipzig ', 1789. The author fays that he had all the pa* 
pers in his hands ; whereas the author of More Notes 
than Text acknowledges the want of fome. But vexy 
little additional light is thrown on the fubjeft by thU 
work, and the firft is ft ill the mod inftruQive, and wiU 
chiefly be followed in the account which is no w to be 
kid before the reader. 

The book More Notes than Text contains plans and 
letters, which the Twenty -two United Brethren have al- 
lowed 10 be given out, and of which the greateft part 
were printed, but were cntrufted only to affurcd mem- 
bers. 

No. I. is the firft plan, printed on a (ingle quarto 
page, and is addreffedv To all the Friends of Reafon^ of 
Trvth % and of Virtue. It is pretty well written, and 
ftates among other things, that " becaufe a great num- 
ber of perfons are labouring* with united effort, to 
bring Reafon under the yoke, and to prevent all inftruc- 
tion, it is therefore necefTary that there be a combination 
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^wfiich fhall work in oppofition to them, fo that man- 
kind may not fink anew into irrecoverable barbarifm, 
vhen Heafon and Virtue ihall have been completely fab- 
dued^ overpowered by the rc ft raints which are put" on 
i oilr'*dpihions. ,, — — For this noble purpofe a company 
of ttrertty-two perfons, public inftruQors, and men'in 
^rtvate ftations, have united tKemfelves, according' to a 
pah which they have had under confideration for more 
than a year and a half, and which, in their opinion, con- 
tains a method that is fair, and irrefiftable by any human 
£6w£r, for promoting the enlightening and forming of 
'ifiankihd, and that will gradually remove all the obfta- 
•des which fuperftition fupported by force h^s hitherto 
'ptit in the way." 

This addrefs is intended for an enlifting adv'ertifemenf, 
and, after a few infignificant remarks on the Affociation, 
? a Hx-dahler is required along with the fubfcription of ac- 
^iefeence in the plan, as a compenfatibn for the expen- 
*cies attending this mode of intimation and confent. 

Whoever pays the rix-dahler, and declares his wifh to 
/join the Aflbeiation, receives in a few days No. II. 
whkh is a. form of the Oath of fecrecy, alfo printed on 
«aJkngle~4to page. Having fubftribed this, r and givc?n a 
full defignation of Jiirofelf, he returns it agreeably to a 
certain addrefs ; and foon after, he gets No. III. print- 
ed on a 4to fheet. This number contains what is called 
.the Second Plan, to which aU the * ftibfequent plans and 
circular letters refer. A copy th&pefoVe of this will give 
*usja .pretty fuitauf^ joft notion of -the Order, and its 
mode^fopetati^is; It is entitled^ - - 
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The Plan of the Twenty-Two, 

And begins with this declaration. " We have united 
in order to accompiifh the aim of the exalted Foundef 
of Chriftianity, viz. the enlightening of mankind, and the 
dethronement of fuperftition and fanaticifin, by mean* 
of a fecret fraternization of all who love the work of 
God. 

" Our firft exertion, which has already been very ex- 
4ei>five, confifts in this, that, by means of confidential 
perfons, we allow ourfelves to be announced every where 
as a Society united for the above-mentioned purpofej 
and we invite and admit into brotherhood with ourfelve* 
every perfon who has a fenfe of the importance of this 
matter, and wiihes to apply to us and fee our plans. 

u We labour firft of all to draw into our Affociation 
all good and learned writers. This we imagine will be 
the eafier obtained, as they mud derive an evident ad- 
vantage from it. Next to fuch men, we feek to gain the 
anafters and fecretaries of the Poft-offices, in prder to fa- 
cilitate our correfpondence- 

" Befides thefe, we receive perfons of every condition 
and ftation, excepting princes and their minifters. i Their 
favorites, however, may bcadmitted, and may be ufcfirf 
by their influence in behalf of Truth and Virtue. 

" When any perfon writes to us, we fend him an oath> 
by which he rauft abjure all treachery or difcovery ot 
the Aflbciation, till circumftances ihall make it proper 
for us to come forward and {how ourfelves to the world. 
When he fubferibes the oath, he receives the plan, and 
if he finds this to be what fatisfies his mind as a thiflg 
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good and honorable, he becomes our friend only in fo 
far as he endeavours to gain over his friends and ac- 
quaintances. Thus we learn who are really our zealous 
friends, and our numbers increafe in a double propor- 
tion. 

■: „ " This procedure is to continue till Providence fhall 
fo far blefs our endeavours, that we acquire an aftive 
Brother and coadjutor in every place of note, where there 
u any literary profeffion ; and for this pufpofe we have 
a fecretary and proper office in the centre of the Affoci- 
ation, where every thing is expedited, and all reports rd- 
# ceived. When this happy epoch arrives, we begin oUr 
fecond operation,"' That is to fay r 

4 * We intimate to all the Brotherhood in every quar- 
ter, on a certain day, that the German Union has 
how acquired a conjijience, and we now divide the frater- 
nifed part of the nation- into ten or twelve Provinces or 
DioccfeS) each dire&ed by its Diocefan at his office ; 
■and thefe are fo arranged in due fubordination, that all 
bufinefs comes into the Union-house as into tht cen- 
tre of the whole. 

Agreeably to this manner of proceeding there are 
two claffes of the Brotherhood, the Ordinary, and the 
Managing Brethren, The latter alone know the aim of 
the Affociation, and all the means for attaining it ; and 
they alone conftitute the Un ion, the name, and the 
connexion of which is not intended to be at all confpi- 
cuous in the world. 

To this end the bufinefs takes a new external form. 
The Brethren, to wit, fpeak not of the Union in the pla- 
ices where they refide, nor of a Society, nor of enlighten- 
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ing the pebple ; but they aflemble, and aft together in 
every quarter, merely as a Literary Society, bring 
into it all the lovers of reading and of ufefui. knowledge; 
.and fuch in faft are the Ordinary Brethren, who only 
know that an Affociation exifts in their place of relir 
dence, for the encouragement of literary men, but by no 
means that it has any connexion with any other fimtkr 
Society, and that they all conftitute one whole. But 
thefe Societies will naturally point ourto the intelligent 
Brethren fuch perfons as are proper to be fele&ed for 
carrying forward the great work. For perfons of a fc- 
rious turn of mind are not mere loungers in fuch com T 
pany, but {how in their conversion the intereft they 
take in real inftruftioh. And the caft of their reading, 
which muft not be checked in the beginning in the fmall- 
eft degree, although it may be-gradually direfted to pro- 
per fubj efts of information, will point out in the moft 
unequivocal manner their peculiar ways of thinking o% 
the important fubjefts connected with our great objeft. 
Here, therefore, the aftive Brethren will obferve in fe- 
cret, and will feleft thofe whom they think valuable ac- 
quifitions to the facred Union. They will invite fuch 
perfons to unite with themfelves in their endeavours to 
enlighten the reft of mankind, by calling their attention 
to profitable fubjefts of reading, and to proper books. 
Reading Societies, therefore, are to be formed in every 
quarter, and to be furnifhed with proper books. In this 
provifion attention mult be paid to two things. , The 
tafte of the public muft be complied with, that the Soci- 
ety may have any effeft at all in bringing men together 
Vho are born for fomewhatmore than juft to look aboi*t 
them. But the general tafte may, and muft alfo be care- 
fully and fkilfully direfted to fubjefts that will enlarge 
. the comprehenfion, will fortify the heart, and, by faabku- 
. ating the mind to novelty 5 and to fuccefsful difcoyerv* 
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both in phyfics and in morals, will hinder the timid from 
being ftartled at doflrincs and maxims which are lingu- 
lar, or perhaps oppofite to thofe which are current in or- 
dinary fociety. Commonly a man (peaks as if he thought 
he ^wafc uttering his own fentiments, while he is only echo- 
ing the general found. OuMninds are drelfed in a pre- 
vailing fafhion as much as our bodies, and with fluff as 
little congenial to fentiment, as a piece of woollen cloth 
is to the human fkin. . So carelefs and indolent are men, 
even in what they call ferious converfation. Till reflec- 
tion becomes a habit, .what is really a thought ftartles, 
however fimple, and, jf really uncommon, itaftonifhes 
and confounds. Nothing, therefore, can fo powerfully 
.tend to the improvement of the human character, as well 
managed Reading Societies. 

46 When thefe have been eftabliflied in different pla- 
ces, we muft endeavour to accomplifh the following in- 
termediate plans : 1. To introduce a general literary 
Gazette or Review-, which, by uniting all the learned 
Brethren, and combining with judgment and addrefs all 
their talents, and fteadily proceeding according to a 
diftinft and precife plan, may in time fupplant every 
other Gazette, a thing which its intrinfic merit and comr 
prehenlive plan will eafily accomplilh. 2. To feleft a 
fecretary for our Society, who fhall have it in charge to 
commiHion the books which they ihall felefct in confor- 
mity to the great aim of the Affociation, and who 'fhall 
undertake to comnriffion all other books for the curious 
in his neighbourhood. If there be a bookfcller in the 
place, who can be gained over and fworn into the So- 
ciety, it will be proper to choofe him for this office, 
iince, as wilL be made more plain afterwards, the trade 
will gradually come into the plan, and fall into the hand* 
^f the Union. 
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" And now, every eye can perceive the progreffive 
moral influence which the Union will acquire on the na+ 
tion. Let us only conceive what fuperftkion will lofe* 
and what inftruftion muftgain by this; when, i. In eve- 
ry Reading Society the books are felefted by our Frater* 
nity. 2. When we have confidential perfons in every 
quarter, who will make it their ferious concern to fpread 
fuch performances as promote the enlightening of manl 
kind, and to introduce them even into every cottage. 
3. When we have the ioud voice of the public on out 
tide, and fince we are able, either to fcout into the fhacte 
all the fanatical writings which appear in the reviews that 
are commonly read, or to warn the public againft them; 
and, on the other hand, to bring into notice and recom* 
mend thofe performances alone which give light to the 
human mind^ 4. When we by degrees bring the whole 
trade of bookfelling into our hands (as the good writers 
will bring all their performances into the market through 
our means) we fhall bring it about, that at laid the wri- 
ters who labour in the caufe of fuperftkion and reftraint, 
will have neither a publifher nor readers. 5. When, 
laftly, by the fpreading of our Fraternity, all good 
hearts and fenfible men will adhere to us, and by our 
means will be put in a condition that enables them to 
work in filence upon all courts, families, and indivL 
duals in every quarter, and acquire an influence in the 
appointment of court-officers, ftewards, fecretaries, pa- 
rifh-priefts, public teachers, and private tutors. 

" Remark, That we fhall fpeedily get the trade into 
our hands (which was formerly the aim of the aflbcia- 
tion called the Gdehrtenbuchhandlung) is conceivable 
by this, that every writer who unites with us immedi- 
ately acquires a triple number of readers, and finds 
friends in every place who promote the fale of his j>er- 
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fortnance ; fo that his gain is inereafed manifold, and 
confequently all will quit the bookfellers^ and accede to 
us by degrees. Had the above-named aflbciation been 
conftru&ed in this manner, it would, long ere now, 
have been the only {hop in Germany." 

The book called Fuller Information, Sec. gives a more 
particular account of the advantages held forth to the li- 
terary manufacturers of Germany by this Union for God'$ 
■work. The clafs of literary Brothers, or writers by 
trade, was divided into MeJ otolites, Aldermen, Men 9 
and Cadets. 

" The Mesopolites, or Metropolitans, are to be at- 
tached to the archive-office, and to be taken care of in 
the Union-Houfe, when in ftraits through age or mis- 
fortune. They will be occupied in the department of 
the fciences or arts, which this Aflbciation profefl'es 
principally to cherifh. They are alfo Brethren of the 
third degree of Scotch Free Mafonry, a qualification to 
be explained afterwards. The Union-Houfe is a builds 
ing which the oftenfible Founder of the Union profeffed 

td have acquired, or fpeedily to acquire at — , 

through the favor and protection of a German Prince, 
who is not named. 

Aldermen are perfons who hold public offices, and 
are engaged to exercife their genius and talents in the 
fciences. Thefe alfo are Brothers of the third rank of 
Scotch Free Mafonry, and out of their number are the 
, Diocefans and the Directors of the Reading Societies 
fekaed. 

The members who are defigned (imply Men, are 
Brothers of the fecoud rank of Mafonry, and have al£6 
a definite fcientific occupation affigned them. 
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The Cadets are writers who have not yet merited 
any partieular*bonors, but.have exhibited fufficient di£ 
pofitions and talents for different kinds of literary nia-_ 
jiufafture. 

Every member i§ bound to bring the produQions of 
his genius to market through the Union.. An Alderman 
receives for an original work 80 per cent, of the returns*: 
and 70 for a tranflation. The member of the next elafs ; 
receives 60, and the Cadet 50. As to the expenice of 
printing, the Alderman pays nothing, even though the 
work ihould lie on hand unfold ; but the Man and the 
Cadet mult pay one half. Three months after publica- 
tion at the fairs an account is brought in, and after this* 
yearly, when and in what manner the author fhall defire. 

In every diocefe will be eflablifhed at leaft one Read- 
ing Society, of which near 800 are propofed. To each 
of thefe will a copy of an Alderman's work be fent. The 
fame favor will be fhown to a dilfertation by a Man, or 
by a Cadet, provided that the manufcript is documented 
by an Alderman, or formally approved by him upon 
ferious perufal. This imprimatur, which rauft be con- 
lidered as a powerful recommendation of the work, i* 
to be publifhed in the General Review or Gazette. This • 
is to be a vehicle of political as well as of literary news; 
and it is hoped that, by its intrinfic worth, and the re- 
commendation of the members, it will foon fupplatit all 
others. (With refpeft to affairs of the Union, a fort of 
cypher was to be employed' in it. Each Diocefan was 
there defigned by aietter, of a fi/e that marked his rank, 
and each member by a number. It was to appear week- 
ly, at the very fmall price of five-and^twenty {hillings.} 
~But let us return to the plan. ..'.:> . , * . 
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"When every thing has been eftabliffted in the manner 
iet forth above, the Union will aflume the following re- 
publican form (the reader always recollefting that this is 
not to appear to the world, and to be known only to 
the managing Brethren.) 

Here, however, there is a great blank. The above- 
named (ketch of this Conftitution did not come to the 
hands of the perfon who furniflied the bookfeller with 
the reft of the information. But we have other docu- 
ments whkh give fufficient information for our purpofe. 
In the mean time, let us juft take the papers as they 
ftand. 

No- IV. Contains a lift of the German Union, which 
the fender received in manufcript. Here we find many 
names which we (hould not have expe&ed, and ifiifs 
many that were much more likely to have been partners 
in this patriotic fcheme. There arc feveral hundred 
names, but very few defignations ; fo that it is difficult 
to point out the individuals to the public. Some how- 
ever are defigned, and the writer obferves that names are 
found, which, when applied to fome individuals whom 
he knows, accord furprifingly with the anecdotes diat 
are to be feen in the private correfpondence of the Illu- 
minati, and in the romance called Materials for the Hif- 
tory of Socratifm (Illuminatifm.*) It is but adifagree- 

* This, by the by, is a very curious and entertaining work, and* 
had the whole affair been better known in this country, would have 
been a much better antidote againft the baneful effects of that Af- 
fbciation than any thing that I can give to the public, being writ- 
ten with much acutenefs and knowledge of the human mind, and 
agreeably diverfified with anecdote and ironical exhibition of the af- 
fected wifdom and philanthropy of the knavifli Founder and his co« 

F f 
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able remark, that the lift of the Union contains ^tlir 
names of many public teachers, both from the pulpit, 
and from the academic chair in alt its degrees ; and 
among thefe are feveral whofe cyphers (how that they 
have been a£tive hands. Some of thefe have in their 
writings giv^n evident proofs of their mifconception of 
the fimple truths, whether dogmaacsd or hiltorical, of 
revealed religion, or of their inclination |to twift and ma- 
nufacture them fo as to chime in with the religion and 
morality of th$ Sages of France. But it is/more <jbftref. 
fing to meet with unequivocal names of fome who pro** 
fefs in their writings to confider thefe fubjefts-^ an hp- 
neft man fhoutd confider them, that is, according to- the 
plain and common fenfe of the words ; whereas we have 
demonftrative proofs that the German Uniof* had the 
diametrically oppofite purpofe in view. The only fe* 
male in the Jift is the Grafin von der Rede, the lady 
who gave Dr. Stark of Darmftadrfo much troubte about 
his Tonfure. This Lady, as we have already feen* 
could not occupy herfetf with the frivolities of drefs, 
flirtation, or domeftic cares. 66 Fcmina fronte patci, vir 
ptBore" She was not pleafed however at finding her 
pame in fuch a Plebein lift, and gave oath, along with 
Biefter at the centre, that ihe was not of thq Aflpciatioiu 
I fee that the public was not fatisfied with this deniaL 
The Lady has publiflied fome more fcandal againft 
Stark fince that tjme, and takes no notice of it ; a»4 
there have appeared many accounts of very ferious lite_ 
yary conne&ioos between thefe two pferfons and the man 
who was afterwards discovered to be the chief agent of 
the Union. 

adjutors. If the prefent imperfect and defultory account (hall b&- 
found to intereft the public, I doubt not but that a tranflation o£" 
this novel, and feme other fanciful performance* on the fubjefl* 
will be. rea d- with entertainment, and profit. 
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^o. V. is an important document. It is a letter ad- 
*3refled to the fworn members of the Union, reminding 
the beloved fellow-workers that u the bygone manage- 
ment of the bufinefs has been expenfive, and that the 
XXII. do not mean to make any particular charge for 
their own compenfotion. But that it was neceflary that 
-all and each of the members fliould know precifely -the 
objefl of the Affociation, and the way which mature con- 
fideration had pointed out as the moft effectual method 
of attaining this objeft. Then, and not tiH then, could 
the worthy members a£l by one plan, and confequently 
With united force. To accomplifh this purpofe, one of 
their number had compofed a TreatHe on InjlruBion^ and 
4he mtans of promoting it** This work has been revil 
fed by the wliole number, and may be confidered as the 
Tefult of their deepeft refleftion. They fay, that it 
-would be a fignal misfortune fhould this Affociation, this 
undertaking, fo important for the happinefs of mankind, 
•be cramped in the very beginning of its brilliant pro- 
grefs. They therefore propofe to print this work, this 
Holy Scripture of their faith and praftice, by fubfcrip- 
*ion. (They here give a {hort account of the work.) 
And they requeft the members to encourage the work 
hy fubfcribing and by exerting more than their ufual ac- 
tivity in procuring fubfcriptions, and in recommending 
the performance in the newfpapers. Four perfons are 
named as Diocefans, who are to receive the money, 
which they beg may be fpeedily advanced in order to 
purchafe paper, that the work may be ready for the firft 
fair (Eafter 1786.) 

• * Ucler Auf^klarung und Jeren Beforderttngs-MitieL The only 
- proper tranflation of this word would be, clearing up, or enlightening* 
InJlmBion feems the fingle word that comes near ell to the preeife 
meaning of Aujfklarmg^ but is not fynonymous. • 
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No. VI. is a printed paper (as is No. V.) withcmt 
date, farther recommending the Effay on Inftru6lionl 
No. VII. is in manufcript, 1 without date. It is addref- 
fed to " a worthy man," intimating that the like arc fent 
to others, to whom will alfo fpeedily be forwarded an 
improved plan, with a requeft to cancel or deftroy the for- 
mer contained in No. HI. It is added, that the Unioni 
now contains, among many others, more than two hun- 
dred of the mod refpeftable perfons in Germany, of eve- 
ry rank and condition, and that in the courfe of the year 
(1788) a general lift will be fent, with a requeft that the 
receiver will point out fuch as he does not think worthy 
of perfeft confidence. It concludes with another re- 
commendation of the book on htjlruBion^ on the returns 
from which firft work of the German Union tlie fuppott 
of the fecretary's office is to depend. 

Accordingly No. VIII. contains this plan, but it is 
not entitled The Improved Plan. Such a denomination 
would have called in doubt the infallibility of the XXII. 
It is therefore called the Progrejfivc (Vorlaufig) plan, a 
title which leaves room for every fubfequent change. It 
differs from the former only in fpme unimportant cir- 
cumftances. Some expreffions, which had given offence 
or raifed fufpicions, are foftened or cancelled. Two 
copies of this, which we may call A and B, are given, 
differing alfo in fome circumftances, 

" The great aim of the German Union, is the good 
of mankind, which is to be attained only t>y means of 
mental Illumination (Auffklarung) and the dethroning 
of fanaticifm and moral defpotifm." Neither paper has 
the expreffion which immediately fdllowdS in the former 
plan, " that this had been the aim of the exalted Founder 
of Chriftianity." The paper A refers, on the prefent fub- 
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je8, to a differtation printed in 1787 without a name, 
- On the Freedom of the Prefs, and its Limitation. This 
is one of the molt licentious piece? that has been pub- 
lished on the fubjeQ, not only enforcing the moft un- 
qualified liberty of publishing every thing a man pleafes, 
but exemplifying it in the moft fcandalous manner ; li- 
* belling charafters of every fort, and perfons of every 
^condition, and this frequently in the moft abufive lan- 
guage, and expreffions fo coarfe, as fhewed the author 
%o be either habituated to the coarfeft company, or de-. 
termined to try boldly once for all, what the public eye 
can bear, The piece goes on : " The Union confides 
it as achief part of its fecret plan of operation, to include 
the trade of bookfelling in their circle. By getting hold 
of this, they have it in their power to encreafe the num- 
ber of writings which promote inftru&ion, and to leffen 
that of thofe which mar it, fince the authors of the lat- 
ter will by degrees lofc both their publifhers and their 
Traders* That the prefent bookfellers may do them no 
harm, they will by degrees draw in the greater part of 
them to unite with them." — The literary newfpaper is 
here ftrongly infilled on, and, in addition to what was 
faid in the former plan, it is faid, " that they will in- 
clude political news, as of mighty influence on the pub- 
lic mind, and as a fubjeft that merits the clofeft atten- 
tion of the moral inftru&or." For what Illumination is 
that mind fufceptible of, that is fo blinded by the % preju- 
dice created and nurfed by the habits of civil fubordina# 
tion, that it worth ips ftupidity or wickednefs under a 
coronet, and negle&s talents and virtue under the bear- 
jkin cap of the boor. We mull therefore reprefent po- 
litical tranfaflions, and public occurrences, not as they 
affefct that artificial and fantaftical creature of imagina- 
tion that we fee every where around us, wheeled about 
in, a chariot, but as, it affe&s a man, rational, attive, 
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freeborn man. By thus ftrippmg the tranfa&ion of aH 
foreign circumftances, we fee.it as it affe&s, or ought to 
affeft ourfelves. Be affured that this new form of poli- 
tical intelligence-will be highly interefting, and that the 
Gazette of the Union will foon fuperfede all others, and, 
of itfelf, will defray all our neceflary expences," 

This is followed by fome allufions to a fecret correfo 
pondence that is quick, unfufceptible of all difcovery or 
treachery, and attended with no expence, by which the 
bufinefs of the fecret plan (different from either oftkofc 
communicated to the /worn Brethren at large) is carried 
On, and which puts the members in a condition to lean* 
every thing that goes on in the world, for or againft their 
caufe, and alfo teaches them to know mankind, to gain? 
an influence over all, and enables them effectually to 
promote their beft fubjefcis into all offices, &c. and fi- 
nally, from which every member, whether ftatefmen* 
merchant, or writer, can draw.his own advantages^ Some 
paffages here and in another place, make me imagine 
that the Union hoped to get the command of the poft- 
offices, by having their Brethren in the direction. 

* It is then faid, that " it is fuppofed that the levy wHl 
be fufficiently numerous in the fpring of the enfuing year* 
When this takes place, a general fynod will be held, in 
which ahe plan of fecret operations will be finally adjuft* 
%d, and accommodated to local circumftances, fo as to 
be digefted into a law that will need no farther alteration. 
A proper perfon will fet off from this fynod, with fuH 
powers, to vifit every quarter where there are fworn 
Brethren, and he will there eftablifli a Lodge after the 
ancient firaple ritual, and will communicate verbally the 
plan of fecret operation, and certain inftruftions. Thefc 
Lodges will then eftablifh a managing fund or box- 
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JEach Lodge will alfo eftablifh a Reading Society, under 
the management of a bookfeller refiding in the place, or 
of -fome perfon acquainted with the mechanical condufk 
of things of this nature. There muft alfo be a eolle&or 
and agent ( Expediteur)' fo that in a moment the Union 
will have its offices or comptoirs in every quarter, through 
which it carries on the trade of bookfelling,and guides the 
ebb and flaw of it§ correfpondence. And thus the whole 
Machine will be fet in motion, and its aftivity is all di- 
re&ed from the centre*" 

' I remark, that here we have not that exchifion of 
Princes and minifters that was in the former plan ; they 
are not even mentioned. The exchifion in exprefc 
terms could not but furprife people, and appear fome- 
what fufpicious* 

No. IX. is a printed circular letter to the fworn Bre- 
thren, and is fubfcribed u by their<ruly aflbciated Bro- 
ther Barthels, Oberamtfman (firft bailiff) for the King of 
Pruffia, at Halle on the SaaL" 

In this letter the Brethern are informed that u the 
XXII. were wont to meet fometimes at Halle, and 
fometimes at Berlin. But unavoidable circun^ftances 
oblige them not only to remain concealed for fome time, 
but even to give up their relation to the Union, and 
withdraw themfelves £rom any (hare in its proceedings? 
Thefe circumftances are but temporary, and will be 
-completely explained in due time. They truft, howe- 
ver, that this neceffary ftep on their part will not abate 
the zeal and a&ivity of men of noble minds, engaged ir* 
«the caufe by the convi&ion of their own hearts. They 
iave therefore communicated to their worthy Brother 
JiARTHEL* .all aeceflary informations* and have muni- 
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moufly conferred on him the direftion of the fecretary^ 
office, and have provided him With every document a*id 
mean of carrying on the correfpondence. He has de± 
voted himfelf to the honorable office, giving up all other 
employments. They obferve that by this change in the 
manner of proceeding, the Affociation is freed from an 
obje&ion made with juftice to all other fecret focieties* 
namely, that the members fubjeft themfelv^s to blind 
and unqualified fubmiffion to unknown fuperiors." — 
" The Society is now in the hands of its own avowed 
members. Every thing will foon be arranged according 
' to a conftitution purely republican ; a Dipcefan will 
be chofen, and will direft. in every province* and report 
to the centre every fecond month, and inftruQions and 
other informations will iffue in like manner from the 
centre. 

" If this plan fhall be approved of by the Afibciated, 
H. Barthels will traafmit to all the Diocefes general lifts 
of the Union, and the Plan of Secret Operation, 
the refult of deep meditation of the X XII. and admira- 
bly calculated for carrying on with irrefiftible efFeft their 
noble and patriotic plan. To flop all cabal, and put an 
end to all (lander and fufpicion, H. Barjhels thinks it 
proper that the Union fhall ftep forward, and declare it- 
felf to the world, and openly name fome of its mod ref- 
pe&able members. The public muft however be in- 
formed only with refpeS to \h£, exterior of the Society, 
for which purpofe he had written a ftieet to be annexed 
as an appendix to the work, On Instruction, de- 
claring that to be the work of the Society, and a fuffici- 
ent indication of its moft honorable^aim. He defiresl 
fuch members as choofe to fhare the honor with him, to 
fend him their names and proper defignations, that they 
may appear in that ajppendix. And, laftly^he requefts 
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them to iiiftruft him, and co-operate with him, accord- 
ing to the concerted rules of the Union, in promoting 
die caufe of God and the happinefs of mankind." 

The Appendix now alluded to makes No. X. of the 
packet Tent to the Bookfeller Gofchen of Leipzig, and 
is elated December 1788. It is alfo found in the book 
t)n InJlruBion 9 &c. printed at Leipzig in 1789, by 
Walther. Here, however, the Appendix is dated Ja- 
nuary 1789. This edition agrees in the main with that 
in the book from which I have made fuch copious ex- 
tracts, but differs in fome particulars that are not un- 
worthy of remark* 

In the packet it is written, ct The tinderjtgned, as 
Member and 'Agent of the German Union, in order to 
re&ify feverai miftakes and injurious flanders andaccu- 
fations, thinks it neceffary that the public itfelf fliould 
judge of their objeft and condu&." — Towards the end 
it is faid, " and all who have any doubts may apply to 
thofe named below, and are invited to write to them/* 
No names however are fubjoined.— In the appendix to 
the book it is only faid, " the agent of the German U- 
nion, &c. and "perfons who wifti to be better informed 
may write to the agent, under the addrefs, To the Gcr~ 
man Union— under cover to the fhop of Wakher, book- 
feller in Leipzig." — 'Here too there are no names, and 
s it does not appear that any perfon has chofen to come 
from behind the curtain.* 

* Walther is an eminent bookfeller, afn3 carries on thebufinefc 
of publiflung to a great extent* both at Leipzig and other places. 
^Ie was the publifher of the moft virulent attacks on the King of 
Pruffia's Edidt on Religion, and was brought into much trouble 
about the Commentary by 1 Pott which is mentioned above. He 
- alio publiflbes many of the fceptical and licentious writings which 
havi fo much diftuttod the peace of Germany. . 
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- Thete has already btcn fo much f*id about EnVtgfSfi- 
'wing, that the reader mud be almoft tired of it. He is 
affured inthis performance that the IHuminatitm propofl 
ed by the Union is not that of the Wolfenbuttle Frag- 
ments, nor that of Hqrus, nor that of Bahrit. The 
Fragments and Horns are book? which aim dire&ly, an4, 
Vithout any concealment, to deftroy the authority of 
our Scriptures, either as hiftorical narrations or as reve- 
lations of the intentions of providence and of the future 
£rofpefts of man. The Theological writings of Bahrit 
are grofs perverfions, both of the fenfe of the text, and 
of the moral inftru&ions contained in it, and are per- 
haps the moil exceptionable performances on the fubjefL 
They are ftigoiatifed as abfurd, and coaxfe, and indecent, 
even by the writer? on the fame fide ; yet the work re- 
commended fa often, as containing the elements of that 
illumination whkh the world has to expe& from the 
Union, not only coincides m its general principles with 
thefe performances, but is almoft an abftra& of foxne of 
thejn, particularly of his Popular Religion, his Parar 
fhra/e on the Sermon on the Mount, and his Morality 
of Religion. We have alfo feen that the book ou 
the Liherty of the Prefs is quoted and recommended as 
an elementary book. Nay, both the work on Inftru£U~ 
on and that on the Liberty of the Prefs are bq w known 
to be BahrdtV 

But thefe principles, exceptionable a? they may befe 
are probably not the word of theinftitution. We fee 
that the ondfide alone of the Union is to b^ fhewn to "the 
jublic. Barthels felicitates the public that there is rn> 
fubordination and blind obedience to unknown fuperU 
ors ; yet, iii the fame paragraph, he tells, us that there 
\s a fecret pUyi of operation that is known only to the: 
Centre" and the jQonfidcritiai JtocrtbLr*n. . The aath^r of 
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Wuticr Information fay&tbathe has this plan j and would 
print it, were he not reftrained by $ promife.* He 
gives us enough however to ftiQw us that the higher my ft 
teries of the Union are pre^ifely the fame with thofe of 
the IHuininati. Chriftianitjr is e*prefsly faid to have 
been a Myftical Affociation,. and its founder the Grand 
Mafter of a Lodge- The Ap6ftles, Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew, were the Elect, and Brethren of 
the Third Degree, and initiated into ail the myfteries^. 
^The remainimg Apoftles were only of the Second De^ 
gree ; and the Seventy-Two were of the Firft Deg [ ree 1 
Jnto this degree ordinary Chriftians may be admittedj 
and prepared for further advancements The great ipyk 
tery is, that J-r* — C — —was a Natu raxist, and 
taught the doftrine of a Supreme Mind, the Spectator, 
but not the Governor of the World, pretty nearly in the 
ienfe of the Stoics. The Initiated Brethren were to be 
inftru&ed by reading proper books. Thofe particularly 
recommended are Bafedow's PraBicai Knowledge, Eber- 
Jiard's Apology for Socrates, Bahrdt's, Apology for Rea- 
son, Steinbardfs Syflcm of Moral Education, Mciner's 
Ancient Myjleries y Bahrdi's Letters on the Bible % and 

BahrdCs Completion of the Plan and Aim of J r 

€ . Thefe books are of the moft Antichriftian cha- 
racter, and fome of them aim at {baking off aH moral 
obligation whatever. 

Along with thefe religious do&rines, are inculcated 
the moft dangerous maxims of civil condu£l. The def* 
potifm that is aimed at over the minds of men, and the- 
machinations and intrigues for obtaining pofTeflion of 
places of truft and influence, are equally alarming, but 
being perfe6Uy fimilar to thofe of the Illuminati, it' is 
needlefs tp mention them. 

* This I find to be fs&e, and the book a common job. 
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The chief intelligence that we get from this author is 
that the Centre of the Union is at a houfe in the neigh* 
bourhood of Halle, It is a fort of tavern, in a vineyard 
immediately without the city. This was bought by 
Doctor Karl Frxederich Bahrdt, and fitted up 
for the amufement of the Univerfity Students. He 
calls it Bahrpt*s Rvhe (Bahrdt's Repofe.) The au- 
thor thinks that this muft have been the work of tht-Afs 
fociation, becaufe Bahrdt had not a farthing, and Was 
totally unable for fuch an undertaking. He may how* 
ever have been the contriver of the inftitution. He has 
never affirmed or denied this in explicit terms ; nor has 
he ever foid who are the XXII coadjutors. Wucherer^ 
an eminent bookfeHer at Vienna, feems to have been 
one of the moft a&ive hands, and in one year admitted 
near 200 members, among whom is his own fhoemaker. 
He has publilhed fome of the moft profligate pamphlets 
which have yet appeared in Germaay* 

The publication of the lift of members alarmed the 
nation \ perfons were aftonilhed to find themfelves in-, 
every quarter in the midft of villains who were plotting 
againft the peace and happinefs of the country, and de- 
stroying every fentiment of religion, morality, or loyalty. 
Many perfons publilhed in the newfpapers and literary 
journals affirmations and proofs of the falfe infertion of 
their names. Some acknowledged that curiofity had 
made them enter the Affociation, and even continue ^ 
theit correfpondence with the Centre, in order to leara 
Something of what the Fraternity had in view, but de- 
clared that they had never taken any part in its proceed- 
ings. But, at the fame time, it is certain that many 
Reading Societies had been fet up, during thefe tranf- 
aftions, in every quarter of Germany, and that the of. 
tenfible Managers were in general of very fulpicious cfea- 

- I' * 
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raQers, both as to morals and loyalty. The Union had 
aftually fet up a prefs of their own at Calbe, in the 
neighbourhood of Halberftadtl Every day there ap- 
peared ftronger proofs of a combination of the Journal- 
ills, Reviewers, and even of the publifhers and book- 
fellers, to fupprefs the writings which appeared in de- 
fence x>F the civil and ecclefiaftical conftitutiorrs of the 
States of Germany. The extenfive literary manufa&ure 
of Germany is carried on in fuch a manner that it is im^ 
poffible for any thing lefs than the joint operation x>f the 
whole federated powers to prevent this. The fpirit of 
free thinking and innovating in religious matters had 
been remarkably prevalent in the dominions of the King 
of Pruffia, having been much encouraged by the indif- 
ference of the late King. One of the vileft things pub- 
IHhed on this occafion was an abominable farce, called 
the Religion Edift. This was traced to Bahrdt's Ruhe, 
and the Doftor was arretted, and all his papers feized 
and ranfacked* The civil Magiftrate was glad of an 
opportunity of expifcating the German Union, which 
common fame had alfo traced hither. The correfpon* 
dence was accordingly examined, and many difcoveries 
were made, which there was no occafion to communi- 
cate to the public, and the profecution of the bufinefs 
of the Union was by this means flopped. But the per. 
fons in high office at Berlin agree in faying tha-t the Af j 
fociation of writers and other turbulent perfons in Ger- 
many has been but very faintly hit by this blow, and is. 
almoft as aftive as ever. 

The German Union appears a mean and precipitate 
Affociation. The Centre, the Archives, and the Secre- 
tary are contemptible. All the Archives that were 
found were the plans and lifts of the members and a par- 
pel of letters of correfpondence. The correfpondence 
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*nd other bufincfs was managed by an old man in fomm 
very inferior office or judicatory, ^ho lived at bed and 
board in Bahrdt's houfe for about fix ih tilings a week, 
having a cheft of papers and a writing deik in the corner 
of the common room of the houfe. 

Bahrdt gives a long narration of his concern in th* 
affair, but we can put little confidence in what he fays ; 
yet as we have no better authority, I fhall give a very 
ihort abftratt of it as follows. 

He faid, that he learned Cofmo-political Free Mafon* 
ry in England, when he was there getting pupils for hil 
academy — but negie&ed it on his return to Germany, 
Some time after his fettlement he was roufed by a vifit 
from a ftranger who pafled for an EngUftiman ; but 
whom be afterwards found to be a Dutch officer — (he 
gives a defcription which bears confiderable refemWancc 
to the Prince or General Salms who give lb much di£ 
turbance to the States-General) — He was ftill more ex* 
cited by an anonymous letter giving him an account of 
a Society which was employed in the inftruction of man* 
kind, and a plan of their mode of operations, nearly the 
fame with that of No. III. — He then fet up a Lodge of 
Free Mafonry on Cofmo-political principles, as a pre-r 
paration for engaging in this great plan — he was ftopped 
by the National Lodge, becaufe he had no patent from 
it. — This obliged him to work in fecret. — He met with 
a gentleman in a coffee-houfe, who entreated him to go 
on, and promifed him great affiftance — this he got from 
"lime to time, as he ftood moft in need of it, and he now 
found that he was working in concert with many pow r 
erful though unknown friends, each in his own circle. 
The plan of operation of the XXII was gradually un T 
folded to him, and he got folemn promtfes of being 
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made acquainted with his colleagues— But he now found, 
that after he had fo effenttally ferved their noble caufe, 
he was dropped by them in the hour of danger* and thus 
-was made the facrifiee for the public good. The laft 
packet which he received was a requeft from a Friend to 
the Union to print two performances fent him, with a 
promife of 100 dahlers for his trouble. — Thefe were the 
'abominable farce called the Religion Edi£i, and foxnfc 
Differtations on that Royal Proclamation. 

*- 

He then gives an account of his fyftem of Free Ma- 
fonry, not very different from Weifttaupt's Mafonic 
Chriftianity — and concludes with the following abftraft 
of the advantages of the Union — Advancement of Sci- 
ence—A general intereft and concern for Arts and 
Learning — Excitement of Talents — Check of Scribbling 
—Good Education — Liberty- — Equality — ^Hofpitality 
— Delivery of many from Misfortunes — -Union pf the 
Learned—and at laft — perhaps — Amen. 

What the meaning of this, enigmatical concluiion is we 
can only guels — and our conjectures cannot be very fa- 
vorable. 

The narration, of which this is a^ery fhort index, is 
abundantly entertaining ; but the opinion of the moll 
-intelligent is, that it is in a great meafure fi&itious, and 
that the contrivance of the Union is moftly his owrl* 
Although it could not be legally proved that he was the 
author of the farce, every perfo.. »n court was convinced 
that he was, and indeed it is perfe&ly in Bahrdt's very 
fingular manner. — -This invalidates the whole of his fto* 
ry— and he afterwards acknowledges the farce (at laaft 
fey implication) in feveral writings, and boafts of iu 
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For thefe reafons I have omitted the narration in 4«? 
tail. Some information, however, which I have re^ 
ceived fince, feems to confirm his account, while it di> 
roinifhes its importance. I now find that the book csjt, 
ed Fuller Information is the performance of a clergyman 
called Schutz, of the ioweft ckfs, and by no means o£ 
an eminent char^&er — Another performance in th$ forvtk 
of a dialogue between X, Y, and Z, giving nearly tti§ 
fame account, is by Pott, the dear frientj of Bahrdt 
and of his Union, and author of the Commentary on 
the Edift. Schutz got his materials from one Roper, 
an expelled ftudent of debauched morals, who fubfifted 
by copying and vending filthy manufcripts. Bahrdjt t 
fays, that he found him naked and ftarving, and, out 
of pity, took him into, his houfe, and employed him as 
an amanuenfis. Roper ftole the papers at various times, 
taking them with him to Leipzig, whither he went pa 
pretence of ficknefs. At laft Schutz and he went to 
Berlin together, and gave the information on which 
Bahrdt was put in prifon. In fhort they all appear to 
have been equally profligates and traitors to each other, 
and exhibit a dreadful^ but I hope a ufeful piftur^ of 
the influence of this Illumination which fo wonderfully 
fafcinates Germany. 

This is all the direft information that I can pick up 
of the founder and the proceedings of the German Uni- 
on. The projeft is coarfe, and palpably mean, aiming 
at the dahlers of entry-money and of annual contribution, 
and at the publieatio»**nd profitable fale of Dr. Bahrdt> 
books. This circumftance gives it ftrong features qf 
its parentage. — Philo fpeaks of Bahrdt in his Final De- 
claration in terms of contempt and abhorrence, . There 
is nothing ingenious, nothing new, nothing enticing, in 
the plans; and the immediate purpofe of indulging tKc 
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lfcentfous tafte of the public comes fo frequently before 
the eye, that it bears all the marks of that groffnefs of 
mind, precipitancy, and impatient overfight that are to 
be found in all the voluminous writings of Dr. Bahrdt. — 
Many in Germany, however, afcribe the Union to 
WeiJhaupt, and fay that it is the Illuminati working in 
another form. There is no denying that the principles, 
and even the manner of proceeding, are the fame in 
every elfential circumftance. Many paragraphs of the 
declamations circulated through Germany with the plans, 
are tranferibed verbatim from Weifhaupt's CorreSed 
Syflem of Illuminatifm. Much of the work On Inftruc* 
tion^ and the Means for promoting it y is very nearly & 
Copy of the fame work, blended with flovenly extra&s 
from foine of his own writings — There is the fame feries 
of delufions from the beginning, as in Illuminatiftn — » 
Free Mafonry add Chriftianity are compounded — firft 
with marks of refpeft— then Chriftianity is twitted to 
a pufpofe foreign from it, but the fame with that aimed 
at by Weiftiaupt — then it is thrown away altogether, and 
Natural Religion and Atheifm fubftituted for it — For 
no perfon will have a moment's hefitation in faying, that 
this is the creeS of the author of the books On Injlruc- 
twn and On the' Liberty of the Prefs. Nor can he doubt 
that the political principles are equally anarchical with 
thofe of the Illuminati; — The endeavours alfo to get ^ 
poffeffion of public offices, of places of education— 
of the public mind, by the Reading Societies, and by 
publications— are fo many tranferipts from the Illumi- 
nati. — Add to this, that Dr. Bahrdt was an Illuminatus — 
and wrote the Better than Horu$) at the command of 
Weiftiaupt.— Nay, it is well known that Weifhaupt was 
twice or {hrice at Bahrdt's Ruhe during thofe tranfafti- 
on$, and that he zealodfly promoted the formation of 

H h 
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Reading Societies in feveral places.— But I am fitfreT 
of the opinion that Weilhaupt made thofe vifits in ordeif 
to keep Dr. Bahrdt within fome bounds of decency, m& 
to hinder him from hurting the caufe by his prfceipti 
tancy, when fpurred on by the want of money. Wfcif- 
haupt could not work in fuch an unflulful manner. "Blit 
he would be very glad of fuch help as this coirfe t#cft 
could give him — and Bahrdt gave great help ; for* when 
he was imprifoned and his papers feized, his Archive^ is, 
he called them, Ihewed that there were many Rea&Ag. 
Societies which his projeQ. had drawn together. Thfe 
Pruffian States had above thirty, and the number of read- 
ers was aftonifliingly great — and it was found, that the 
pernicious books had really found their way into every 
hut. Bahrdt, by defcending a ftory lower than Wetf- 
haupt, has greatly iacreafed the number of his pupils. ' » 

But, although I cannot eonfider the German Uni6n 
a« a formal revival of the Order under another name, I 
mull hold thofe United, and the members of thofe Raid- 
ing Societies, as Illuminati and Minervals* I moft 
even confider the Union as a part of Spartacus'fr wofk. 
The plans of Weiihaupt were partly carried into effeQia 
their different branches — they were pointed otet, mid 
the way to carry them on are diftinftly defcribed* m the 
private correfpondence of the Order — It requirqd Rttle 
genius to attempt them in imitation*. Bahrdt madg^the 
attempt, and in part fucceeded. Weifhaupt's hopes 
were well founded — The leaven was not only distributed, 
but the management of the fermentation was now un- 
dcrftood, and it went on apace. 

It is to be remarked, that nothing was found among 
Bahrdt's papers to fupport the ftory he writes in his di- 
ary — no fuch correfpondciices — but enough for dcte&- 
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mg many <if tfaefe focieties. Many others however were 
found unconnected with Bahrdt's Ruhe, not of better 
character, either as to Morality or Loyalty, and fome 
of them confiderable and ^expeiffive; and many proofs 
yrejre N fbjund of a combination to force the public to a 
certain way of thinking, by the management of the Re- 
news and Journals* The extenfive dealings of Nicho- 
laifof Berlin gave him great weight in the book-making 
trade, which in Germany furpaffes all our conceptions. 
The. catalogues of new writings in fheets, which are 
printed twice a-year for each of the fairs of Leipzig and 
Frankfort, would aftonilh a Britifh reader by the num* 
ber. The bookfellers meet there, and in one glance fee 
ihe whole republic of literature, and, like Roman fena* 
-tors, decide the fentiments of diftant provinces. By 
ihus feeing the whole together, their Speculations are 
national, and they really have it in their power to give 
what turn they pleafe to the literature and to the fenti- 
ments of Germany. Still however they muft be induced 
hy motives. The motive of a merchant is gain, and 
•every objeft appears in his eye fomething by which mo- 
ney may be made. Therefore in a luxurious and volup- 
tuous nation, licentious and free-thinking books will 
^abound. The writers fuggeft,and the bookfellers think 
4iow the thing will tickle. Yet it muft not be inferred 
from the prevalence of fuch books, that fuch is the coro- 
mon£ei\fe of mankind, and that the writings are not the 
t corrupters, but the corrupted, or thatthey are what they 
ought to be, becaufe they pleafe the public. We need 

, only pufh the matter to an extremity, and its caufe ap- 
pears plain. Filthy prints will always create a greater 
crowd before the {hop window than the fineft perform. 

. ,ances of Woollet. Licentious books will be read with 
a fluttering eagernefs, as long as they are not univerfally 
permitted ; and pitiable will be the (late of the nation. 
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vfcen their number makes them familiar and no longer 
entertaining. 

But although it muft be c<mfcffed that great encode* 
jagemem was given to the fceptical, infidel, and licen- 
tious writings in Germany, we fee that it was ftiil necef- 
fary to praftife fedu&ion. The religionijt was made to 
*xpe& fome engaging exhibition of his faith. The Gi± 
tizen muft be told that his civil conneftions are refpe€ted, 
and will be improved ; and all are told that good man* 
tiers or virtue is to be fupported. Man is fuppofed to 
be, in very effential circumftances, what he wifhes to be* 
and feels he ought to be ; and he is corrupted by means 
of falfehood and trick. The principles by which he it 
wheedled into wickednefs in the firft inftance, are there- 
fore fuch as are really addreffed to the general fentimenti 
. of mankind ; thefe therefore fhould be confidered as 
more expreffive of the public mind thkn thofe which he 
afterwards adopts, after this artificial education. There*, 
fore Virtue, Patriotiftn, Loyalty, Veneration for trafc 
and undefiled Religion, are really acknowledged by thofe 
corrupters to be the prevailing fentiments ; and they art 
good if this prevalence is to be the teft'of worth. The 
inind that is otherwife affe&ed by them, and hypocriti- 
cally ufes them in order to get hold of the uninitiated, 
that he may in time be made to cherifh the contrary fert- 
timents, cannot be a good mind, notwithftanding any pre- 
tentions it may make to the love of mankind. 

No man, not Weifhaupt himfelf, has made ftrotiger 
profelfions of benevolence, of regard for the happinefs of 
mankind, and of every thing that is amiable, than Dr. 
Bahrdt. It may not be ufelefs to enquire what effe& 
fuch principles have had on his own mind, and thofe of 
Jus chief coadjutors. Deceit of every kind is difhonor- 
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abfc ; ted thte deceit that i$ profelfedly £m£loy£d in the 
proceedings of the Union is no exception. No pious 
fraud whatever muft be ufed, and pure religion mull be 
jfrefemedfo the view without all difguife* 

-ji 71* The more Virtue's feen, -die -more {he charms. 
^ * 4 * Safe* plain, and eafy, t are her artlefe ways. 
« With face erect, her eyes look ftrait before ; 
For dauntlefs is her march, hei ftep fecure. 

in "5* J^dt ib-ftele Fratld-r-now here fhe turns, now there, 
. } : ft feeding darker fhades, fecure in none, 

* 2*peb ©fteiji back, and wheeling round and round, 
>; %; *' Slinks headlong in the danger (he wpuld fliuu." 

jjTbe mean motive of the Proteftant Sceptic is as jn- 
confiftent with our notions of honefty as with our noti- 
ons of honor ; and our fufpicions are juftly raifed of the 
phiLra&pr of Dr. JBahrdt and his affociates, even although 
we do not fuppofe that their aim is the total abolifhing 
of religion. With propriety therefore may we make 
fome enquiry about their lives and conduft. Fortu- 
nately this is eafy in the prefent inftance. A man that 
turned every eye upon himfelf can hardly efcape obs- 
ervation. But it is not fo eafy to get fair information, 
the peculiar fituation of Dr. Bahrdt, and the caufe be- 
tween him and the public, are of all others the moft pro- 
duftive of miftake, mifreprefentation, obloquy, and in. 
juftice. But even here we are fortunate. Many re- 
markable parts of his life are eftablifhed by the moft re- 
fpeclable teftimony, or by judicial evidences; and, to 
inake ail fure, he has written his own life. I fliall infert 
nothing here that is not made out by the two laft modes 
of proof, refting nothing on the firft, however refpe&a- 
ble the evidence may be. But I mult obferve, that his 
^life was alfo written by his dear friend Pott, the partner 
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of Wahher the bookfeller. The ftory of this publicati* 
on is curious, and it isinftru&ive. 

Bahrdt was in prifon,and in great poverty* He intend* 
ed to write his own life, to be printed by Walther, under 
a fi&itious name, and in this work he intended to in- 
dulge his fpleen and his diflike of all thofe who had of- 
fended him, and in particular all priefts, and rulers* 
and judges, who had given him fo much trouble. He 
knew tljat the ftrange, and many of them fcandalou* 
anecdotes, with which he had fo liberally interlarded 
many of his former publications, would fet curiofify on 
tiptoe, and would procure a rapid fale as foon as tfee 
public fhould guefs that it was his own performancc^-by 
the Angular but fignificant name which the pretended 
author would affume. He had almoft agreed with Wal- 
ther for a thoufand dahlers (about L. 200) when he was 
imprifoned for being the author of the farce fo often 
named, and of the Commentary on the Religion Edi&, 
written by Pott, and for the proceedings of the German 
XJnion. He was refufed the ufe of pen and ink. He 
then applied to Pott, and found means to correlpoiid 
with him, and to give him part of his life already writ- 
ten, and materials for the reft, confifting of ftories, and 
anecdotes, and correfpondence. Pott fent him feveral 
"fheets, with which he was fo pleafed, that they con- 
cluded a bargain. Bahrdt fays, that Pott was to have 
400 copies, and that the reft was to go to the mainte- 
nance of Bahrdt and his family, confifting of his wife, 
daughter, a Chriftina and her children who lived, with 
them, &c. Pott gives a different account, and the 
truth was different from both, but of little confequencq 
to us. Bahrdt's papers had been feized, and fearched 
for evidence of his tranfaQions, but the ftrifteft atten- 
tion was paid to the precife points of the charge, and no 
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paper was abftra&ed which did not relate to thefe. All 
others were kept in a feale^l room. Pott procured the 
removal of the Teals, and got poffefiion of them. Bahrdt , 
fcys, that his wife and daughter came to him in prifon, 
artmoft ftarving, and toid him that now that the room 
was opened, Pott had made an offer to write for their 
fupport, if he had the ufe of thefe papers-r-that this was 
theconclufion of the bargain, and that Pott took away 
all the papers. N. B. Pott was the aflbciate of WaU 
ther, who had great confidence in him ( Anecdotenbiick 
Jur meineti lieben AnUjbruder^ p. 400 J and had cpn-^ 
du&ed the bufmefs of Stark's book, as has'been alrea- 
dy mentioned. No man was better known to Bahrdt* 
for they had long aQed together as chief hands in the 
Union. He would therefore write the life of its foun-> 
der eon amorc^ and it might be expe&ed to be a rare 
.and tickling performance- And indeed it was. The* 
fijrft part of it only was publifhed at this time ; and the 
narration reaches from the birth of the hero till his leav- 
ing Leipzig in 1768. The attention is kept fully awake, 
but the emotiojis which fueceflively occupy the mind of 
the reader, are nothing but ftrong degrees of averfion T 
di%uft> and horror. The figure fet up to view is a 
raonfter, clever indeed, and capable of great things; 
but loft to truth, to virtue, and even to the affe&ation 
of common decency — In fhort, a fhamelefs profligate. — 
Poor Bahrdt was aftonilhed — (tared — but, having his 
wits about him, faw that this life would fell, and would 
alfo fell another. — Without lofs of time, he fa id that he 
would hold Pott to his bargain — but he reckoned without 
his hoft. " No, no," faid Pott, " You are not the man 
I took you for — your correfpondence was put into my 
hands— I faw that you had deceived me, and it was my 
.duty, as a man who loves truth above all things^ to hinder 
,you from deceiving the wgrld* I have not wiitteu the 
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book you defined me. I did not wo*k for you, btit iptfy 
myfelf— therefore you get not a grofchen." Why^' 
Sk," faid Bahrdt " we both know that this wont 4o. ? - 
You and I have already tried 4t. ¥ou received S-taark^u 
manufcript, to be printed by Walihei^Wakher and* 
you fent it hither to Michaelis, that I might fee Jt -4m** 
ring the printing. I wrote an ill u ft rat ion and a kty^v- 
which made the fellow very ridiculous, and litey** 
were printed together, with one title page. Yot) k«o*r* i 
that we were caft in court. Wakher was obliged ; 
print the work as Stark firft ordered, and we loft al4 oitr v 
labour. So fhall you now, for I will commence ai> ac-< 
tion this inftant, and let me fee wkb what face you tdH** ^ 
defend yourfelf, within a few weeks of your laft appear- 
ance in court." Pott faid, " You may try this. My > 
work is already fold, and difper fed over all Germany* 
— and I have no objeQion to begin yours to-morrQWr^ 
believe me, it will fell." Bahrdt pondered — and refol- 
ded to write one himfelf. 

This is another fpecimen of the Union. 

Dr. Carl Friederich Bahrdt was born ia 1741^ 
His father was then a parifh-mtoifter, and afterward* . 
Profelfor of Theology at Leipzig, where he died in a 7^5* 
The youth, when at College, enlifted in the Pruffiafi ler-* 
vice as a huifar, but was brought off by his father. He 
was M. A. in 1761. He became catechift in. his father'* 
church, was a popular preacher, and publiflied feraion* 
in 1765, and fome controverfial writings, which did him 
honor — But he then began to indulge in conviviality, 
and in anonymous bafquinades, uncommonly hitter cand; 
offenfive. No perfon was fafe— Profeffors— ^Magif^ - 
trates — Clergymen — had hi* chief «Qtice-^alfo, ftudcatsr 
- — and even comrades and frknds, (Babrdt fays^ that 
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thefc things might* cut to the quick, but they were all 
juft.) Unluckily his temperament was what the atomi- 
cal philofophers (who can explain every thing by aethers 
and vibrations) call fanguine. He therefore {his own 
^word) was a paffionate admirer of the ladies. Coming 
borne from fupper he frequently met a young Mifs in 
the way to his lodgings, neatly drefled in a rofe-colouri 
ed filk jacket and train, and a fable bonnet, coftly, and 
like a lady. One evening (after fome old Rhenifh, as 
he feys) he faw the lady home. Some time after, the 
mtftrefs of the houfe, Madam Godfchufky, came into 
his room, and faid that the poor maiden was pregnant. 
Hfe could not help that — but it was very unfortunate, 
and would ruin him if known. — He therefore gave the 
old lady a bond for 200 dahlers, to be paid by inftal- 
ments of twenty -five. — — "The girl was fenfible, and 
good, and as he had already paid for it, and her conver- 
fation was agreeable, he did not difcontinue his acquaint- 
ance." A comrade one day told him, that one Bel, a 
magiftrate, whom he had lampooned, knew the affair, and 
would bring it into court, unlefs he immediately retriev- 
ed the bond. This bond was the only evidence, but it 
was enough. Neither Bahrdt nor his friend could raife 
the money. But they fell on another contrivance. They 
got Madam Godfchufky to meet them at another houfe, 
in order to receive the money. Bahrdt was in a clofet, 
and his comrade wore a fword. The woman ctfuld itot 
be prevailed on to produce the bond till Bahrdt fhould 
arrive, and the money be put into her hands, with a pre- 
sent to berfelf. The comrade tried to flutter her, and, 
drawing his Cword, (hewed her how men fenced — made 
paffes at the wali— and then at her — but {he was tpo firm 
— he then threw away: his fword* and begsa to try to force 
the paper from h$r. She defended Herfelf a good whikj 
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but at length he got the paper out of her pocket, toreit ii* 
pieces, opened the clofet-door, and faid, " There you b— 
there is the honorable fellow whom you and your wh s — 
have bullied — but it is with me you have to do now, and 
you know that I can bring you to the gallows." There 
was a great fquabble to be fare, fays Bahrdt, but it ended, 
and I thought all was now over.— But Mr. Bel had got 
word of it,andbrougbt it into court the very day that Bahrdt 
was to have made fome very reverend appearance at chu neb. 
In fliort, after rtiany attempts of his poor father to &ve 
\jim 9 he was obliged to fend in his gown and band, and to 
quit the place. It was Come comfort, however, that Ma- 
dam Godfchuiky and the young Mifs did not fare much 
better. They were both impnfoned. Madam G» d«sd 
fome time after of fome (hocking difeafc* The. court- 
records give a very different account of the whole, *ajjd 
particularly of the fcuflfe; but Bahrdt's ftory is epoitgb. 

Bahrdt fays, that his father was fevere — but acknow- 
ledges that his own temperament was hafty (why does 
not his father's temperament excufe fomething ? Vibrati. 
wiculoe will explain every thing or nothing.) " There- 
fore (again) I fometimes forgot myfelf.— One day I laid 
a loaded piftol on the table, and told him that he fhould 
meet with that if he went on fo. But I was only (even- 
teen." ' 

Dr. Bahrdt was, of courfe, obliged to leave the 
place. His friends, and Sender in particular, an emi- 
nent theological writer, who had formed a very favora- 
bje opinion of his uncommon talents, were affiduous in 
their endeavours to get an eftablifliment for him. But 
his high opinion of himfelf, his temper, impetuous, pre- 
cipitant, *nd overbearing, and a bitter fatirical habit 
which he h^d freely indulged in his outfet of life^ made 
their endeavour? very ineffeClual, 
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At laft he got a proiFefforlhip at Erlangen, then at En- 
furth, and in 177 i, atGieffea. Buttinallthefe places, 
he was no fooner fettled than he got into disputes with 
bis colleagues* and with the eftabliihed church, being a 
ftrenuous partizan of the innovations vrhich were at* 
tempted to be made kl the do&rines of Chriftiiriity. I a 
his anonymous publications, he did riot truft to rational 
iiifcuflion alone, but had refcourfe to ridicule and pen. 
fonal anecdotes, and. indulged in the. moft ; cutting far*, 
cafms and grofs fcarrility.— Being fond of convivial 
company, his income was inefficient for the craving de* 
fliand, and as fobn as he found that anecdote and (lan- 
der always procured readers, he never ceafed writing. 
Mb had^onderful readinefs arid a&ivky, arid'fpared nek 
ther friends nor foes in his anonymdUs performances*. 
But this could riot laft; and his a vowed theological writ- 
ings were filth' as could not befulFered in a ProfefTor of 
Divinity. The vary ftudents at Gieflen were Ihocked 
with feme of his liberties. After much wrangling in the 
chttreh-jtidicatories he was juft going to be difmiffed^ 
When he got £n'inVitation to Marfchlins in Switzerland 
to ftfperintend An academy. He went thither about the 
year 1776, and formed the feminary after the model of 
Bafedow's Philanthropine, or academy, at De(Tau, of 
Which I have already given fome account. It had ac- 
quired fome celebrity, and the plan was peculiarly fuit- 
cd to Bahrdt's tafte, becaufe it left him at liberty to in- 
troduce any fyftejn of religious or irreligious opinions 
that he pjeafed. lie refolved to avail himfelf of this li- 
berty, and though a clergyman and Do6ior of Theology, 
lie would outftrip even Bafedow, who had no ecclefiaf. 
_tical orders to reftrain him. But he wanted the mode- 
ration^ the prudence, ^nd the principle of Bafedow* 
He had, by this time, formed his opinion of mankind, 
by meditating on the feelings of his own mind. His 
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theory of human nature was fii^pk-n^ TJie leading £jsq- 
penfities, fays he, of the human mind are three-r-r-Iii- 
ftinfkive liberty (Frcyhcitjlritbt) — inftin&ive activity 
(Tritbt fur Thatigfait)--*8A inftin&ive love (L$ebcs 
trick") I do not wtfhto mifunderftand <hira, but J 
can give no other tranflation.— u If a man i* pbftraded 
in the ^ercifeof any of thefe prppenfities, he foffetsaa 
injury— -The bulinefs of a goo4 education therefore? i&Q> 
leach tis how they are to be enjpyed in the higheft dta- 

g£Q€< < * 

. ' , < 

We negcbuot be furprifedalthoiigh the J>oQ&t ftiouM 
£nd it difficulty manage the Cyclopedia in his Phttaii- 
jthropinejn fitch a manner as to give ftttisfaCUon ; to the 
neighbourhood, which was habituated to very different 
fentiments. — Accordingly he found his fituation a$ ua- 
comfortable as at Gieffen. He fays, in one of his Jaleft 
performances, " that the Grifqns were a ftrong infiaoce 
of theimmenfe importance of education. They knew 
nothing but their handicraft?, and their minds were $s 
coarfe as their perfons." He quarrelled with them all, 
and was obliged tQ abfeond after lying fome tiaae in 
arreft, . . 

He came to Durkheim or Turkheim, where his fa- 
ther was or had been minifter. His literary talents were 
well known,— After fome little time he got an afiocia- 
tion formed for ere&ing and fupporting a Pbitambra- 
pine or houfe of education. A large fund was £oll$&ed, 
and he was enabled to travel into Holland and Eng&nd, to 
engage pupils, and was lurniflied jvith proper recoouaeiv 
dations.— On his return thefplan v»s Carried i&to £*ecu~ 
tion. The caftle or refidenceof Count JL,eining Hartfc- 
burgh at Heidefheim, having gardens, park, and evciy 
hand fome accommodation* had been fitted up for it, 
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and it Vas corifecrated by a folcmn religious fcftival iii 
.1778. ' 

- But his old misfortunes purfiied hkh. He had indeed 
no colleagues to quarrel with^ but his avowed publica- 
♦tions became every dsty more obnoxious— and when any 
^©fhis anonymous pieces had a gteat run, he could not 
ilifle his vanity and conceal the author's i*ame.— ~Of 
thefe pieces, feme were even Shocking to decency .^-It 
:was indifferent to him whether it was friend or foe that 
he abufed ; and fome of them. were fd horribly injurious 
to the characters of the moft refpe&able meri^n the ftate, 
that he was continually under the corre&ion of the courts 
■4*f juftice. There was hardly a man of letters that had 
ever been in his company who did tiot fuffer by it. Fdr 
his conftant pra&ice was to father every new ftep that he 
-took towards Atheifm on fome other perfon; and, 
whenever the reader fees, in the beginning of a book* 
^any perfon celebrated by the author for found fenfe, 
profound judgment, accurate reafoning, or praifed fot 
a&s of friendfliip and kindnefs to himfelf, he may be 
allured that, before the clofe of the book, this man will 
convince Dr. Bahrdt in fome private converfation, that 
fome do&rine, cheriflied and venerated by all Chrifti- 
ans, is a piece of knavifli fuperftition. So loft was Dr. 
Bahrdt to all fenfe of lhame. He faid that , he held his 
own opinions independent of all mankind, and was in- 
different about their praife or their reproach. 

. . Bafcrdt's licentious, very licentious life, was the caufe 

of meft of thefe enormities. No income could fuffice, 

-and he wrote for bread. The abominable way in which 

the liiefary manufa&ure of Germany was condu&^d, 

made it impoijible to -hinder the rapid difperfion of his 

/writings over all Germany ; and the indelicate and coaffe 

♦ 
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raawof the public was as ravenous as. the fenfualit^^T 
Dr. Bahrdt, who really battened in the Epicurean fty* 
The confequence of all this was that he was obliged to 
fly from Heidefheim, leaving his fureties in the PAiian^ 
thropint to pay about 14,000 dahlers, bcfides debt* 
without number to his friends. He was imprijbfted at 
Dienbeim, but was releafed I know not how, and fet* 
tied at. Halle. There he funk to be a keeper of a taveni 
and biHiard-table, and his houfe became the reforf and 
the bane of the ftudents in the Univerfity. — -He 
obliged therefore to leave the city* He had fomeho* 
got funds which enabled him to buy a little vineyard* 
prettily Jfcnafed in the neighbourhood. This he fitted 
yp with cyery accommodation that could invite tbe ftn^ 
fknts, and oaUed it Bahrdt' s Ruhr. We have, already 
feen the occupations of Dr. B. in this Butn Retiro^ 
Can we call it ctium cum dignitatt ? Alas no I He had 
not livfed two years here, bulling and toiling for » tbe 
German Union, fometimes without a bit of Jbreadr*s- 
when he was fent to prifon at Halle, and then to Magi 
deburgh* where he was more than a year in jaiL Hfc . 
was fet at liberty, and returned tor Bahrdt' $ Ruhe+ not* 
alas, to live at eafe, but to lie down on*a fick bed* wherc^ 
after more than a year's fuffering encreafing pain, 
died on the 23d of April 17^3, the moft wretched and 
loathfome vi&im of imbridled fepfuality* it 

The account of his cafe is written by a friend, a Dj& 
Jung, who profeffes to defend his memory and his prin- 
ciples. The medical defcription melted my heari^ and - 
1 am certain would make his -bittereft enemy, ^reep^ 
Jung repeatedly fays that the cafe was not venereal~~- 
calls it the vineyard difeafe-^the quicksilver difeafe (he 
was dying of an unconquerable falivation) anct yet* 
thtoughthe whole of his narration, relates fymptoms and 

* 
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f«ffering$, which, as a medical man, he Could not pod » 
fibly mean to be taken in any other fenfe than as effe&i 
of pox. He meant to pleafe the enemies of poor Bahrdt, 
knowing that fueh a man could have no friends, and 
being himfelf ignorant of what friendfliip or goodnefs is, 
iThe fate of this poor creature affe&ed me more than any 
thing I have read of a great while. All his open ene- 
mies put together have not laid To much ill of him as his 
trufted friend Pott, and another confident, whofe name 
Jbcannot recolleft, who puhliflied in his lifetime an ano- 
nymous book called Bahrdt with the iron broxv — and 
ibis fellow Jung, under the abfmd mafk of friendfliip, 
exhibited the loathfome carcafe for a florin, likeamale- 
faftor's at Surgeons Hall. Such were the fruits of the 
Cerman Union, of that Illumination that was to refine 
the heart of man, and bring to maturity the feeds of na- 
tive virtue, which axe choakfed in the hearts of other 
men by Tuperftition and defpetifm. We Tee nothing 
but mutual treachery and bafe defertion, 

y J do not concern myfelf with the gradual perverfion 
of Dr. Bahrdt's moral and religious opinions. But he 
affe&ed to be the enlightener and reformer of mankind ; 
and affirmed, that all the mifchiefs in life originated from 
defpotifm fupported by fuperftition. " In vain," fays 
he, " do we complain of the inefficacy of Teligion. All 
*pofitive religion is founded on injuftice* No Prince 
has a right to pTefcribe or feh&ion any fuch fyftem. 
Nor would he do it, were not the priefts the firmeft pil- 
lars of Ms tyranny, and fuperftition the ftrongeft fetters 
for his fubjefts. He dares not^how rdigion as Ihe is, 
pure afid undefiled— She would charm the eyes and the 
hearts of mankind, would immediately produce true mo- 
rality^ would open the eyes of freeborn man, would teach 
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him what' are his rights, and who are his oppreffbfs, kncf 
Princes would vanifti from the face of the earth/* 

. Therefore* without troubling ourfelves with the truth 
orfalfehood of his religion of Nature, and affuraing it as 
atilndifputable point, that Dt. Bahfrdt has feen it in this 
natural and fo efFe&ive purity, it is furely a very perti- 
nent queftion, 44 Whether has the fight produced on his; 
itiind an effe& fo far fuperior to the acknowledged faint- 4 
nefs of the impreffion of Chriftianity on the bulk of man- 
kind, that it will be prudent to adopt the plan of the Ger- 
man Union, and at once put an end to the drrifron* 
which fo unfortunately alienate the minds of profeffin£ 
Chriftians from each other ?" The account here given 
of Dr. Bahrdt's life feems to decide the queftion. 

But it will be faid that I have only related fo many 
inftances of .the quarrels of Priefts and -their flaviflt ? ad* 
herents with Dr. Bahrdt. * Let us view him in his ordi- 
nary condu6t,tiot as the Champion and Martyr of Illu- 
mination, but as an ordinary citizen, a hufband, a father, 
a friend, a teacher of youth, a clergyman. " - * 

When Dr. Bahrdt was a parifh-minifter, anefprefi- 
dent of fome inferior ecclefiaftical diftrift, he was em- 
powered to take off the cenfures of the church from a 
young woman who had borne a baftard child. By vio- 
lence he again reduced her to the fame condition, and 
efcaped cenfure, by the poor girl's dying of a fever be- 
fore her pregnancy was far advanced, or even legally 
documented, - Alfa, on the night of the folemn force of 
cfcnfecratingrhis Philanthropine, he debauched the roaid- 
fetvant, who bore twins, and gave him up for the father* 
Th^ thing, I pre fume, was not judicioufly proved^ others 
wife he would have finely been difg raced ; but it was af- 
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t^p^rcU made evident, by $ie letters which were found by . 
Pott) when he undertook to write his life. A feries of thef© 
letter^ had pa(Ted between him and one Gxaf a fteward f 
who was employed by him to give the woman the fmali 
pittance by which fhe and the infants were maintained. 
J^ewonftrances were made when the money was not ad- 
yapced ; and there are particularly letters about the end 
of ,$779» fc which fihow that Bahrdt had ceafed giving any 
thitig. On the of February, x 780, the infant^ (three 
years old) were taken away in the night, and were found 
exppfed, the one at Ufftein, ; and the other at Worms^ 
njany miles diftant from each other, and almoft frozen 
tQ death. The firft was found, by its moans, by a fhoe- 
xxj^feerjn a field by the road-fide, about fix in the morn- 
ing ; the other was found by two girls between the 
hedges in a lane, fet between two great ftones, v paft all 
crying. The popr mpther travelled up and down the 
country in cjueft of her infants, and hearing thefe ac- 
counts, found tbm both, and took one of them home; 
but not being able to maintain both, when Bahrdt's com- 
milfioner refufed contributing any more, it remained 
with the good woman who had taken it in. 

Bahrdt was married in 1772 while at GiefTeff ; but -af- 
ter waftiog the greateft part of hk wife's little fortune left 
her by a ^ojmer hu&ancl, he was provoked, by Jofing 
1000 florins (about L. 1 10) in the hands of her brother* 
who .would nQt pay ^it up. After this he ufed her very 
ill^and fpejaks very contemptuq^fly of her io his own 
ac^puot of , hi$ life* calling her a dowdy, jealous, and 
.eyejry, tning contemptible, , In jwo infamous novels, he 
exhibits jchaiafters, in which Ihe is reprefented in a moft 
cruel manner ; get this yromaji (perhaps daring the ho- 
ne^mooh)* was enticed by him op$ &y intOjthc bath^ia 

, :fc • ■ n >■ . : ? , fe 'Haiti} vijWl ; - 
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the pond of the garden of the frhitanthrbjrtne at Hettfe£ 
Heim, *nd there, in the fight of alt the puptfe, cliii be; 
(klfo undnefled) toy with his naked wife to the irktfete 
When at Halle, he ufed the poor woman ektrerttely i£y 
keeping a ihiftrek in the hoUfe, ahd giving her the whale 
Command of the farnity, white the wife attd daugteisr 
tarfc confined to a feparate part of it Whett m ptifbto 
at Magdeburgh, the ffrumptet lived With hhn, and fcba* 
him two children. He brought them aft to Kb hdtift 
When he was fet at liberty ... Jkkh barbalroat tifer^e^teiie 
the poot woman At taft leave him and iiVe witfe her bttf- 
iher. TThe daughter died abo\A a year befort feinfe, «f 
Smoverdofe of Laudanum giveh by her fether,- to Se- 
cure fleep when ill of - a fever. He encfed his own 
ed life in the fame manner, tillable, poor mim^ to bts* 
his diftrets, without the fmalleft cornpuh€lk>n or £>m*W 
For his conduft : ahd the laft thWg he did Was ro feiiA 
for a bookfeller { Vipink of Halle, who^ had ptfbliftieA 
fome of his vile pieces) and ftcomm jilft his ftruinpet 
her children to his profce&io% withbot one thought 
4m injured wife. 

I lhafl end my account of this profligate monfter with 1 
a ipecimen of his way of ufing his fneheb. 

" Of all the acquiCtiote which 1 lhatte hn fUttgtaiftd, 

Mr. — (the name appeals at fttft fehgth) wis the 

frioft important. This ptrfon w& &ccbfoplilbed iti the 
higheft degree. With found judgment, jgteat genius* 
ami correft tafte, he was pctfeftly a man of kl£ VurliL 
: He was my friend, &hd thfe only pttrfoh who WShrmly in- 
terefted himfelf for my ibftfrotfofr. * Tohifc wartn and 
repeated recommendations I owe all the ptrpih I got f n 
England, and many moll refpeftable xottfte£tf oni r, ft>r 
he was univcrfally ctteetiedasifcmanof learning and of 
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iftemaft uobkmi&ed worth. He was wy friend, my 
conductor, and I m?y fey my preferver ; fQr when I had 
»ot bread for two days* he took me to his houfe, and 
fuppiied all ray w^pts. Thi^gejwleman was a clergy- 
csaii, and had a fmpM fept geifteel and fdeQed copgr^ga- 
*ion, ^ flock which required ftrong food. My friend 
preached to them purepaturaJreljgipn, and wa$ beloved 
by them. His fermon* were excellent, and delivered 
with native energy apd grace, fecaufe they came from 
the he^ft* I b»d QjpHCje the honor Qf preaching for him. 
Btvt wtytt $ diff&eq^er—I foypd myfelf afraid— I feared 
to Ipeak top bpJdty* becaufe I did not know where I 
was, and though* roy fclf fpeaking to pay crouching coun- 
trymen. #ut fhe liberty of England ppens f very jieart* 
3&d makes it a^ffjbJp to jp<jrality» t pan give a very 
remarkable ipftan^ 

" The women of the tpwn in London do not, to be 
fore, ipeet with my unqualified approbation in ail re- 
fpe£&> * Byt it is jmpofEhle not to be ftruck with the 
* propriety and ^ecei^cy of their manners, fo unlike the 

clownifh impydeace of our German . . I could 

npot cfrftinguith them from modeft women, otherwife than 
by their greater attention and eagernefs to (hew mc civi- 
lity. My friend ufed to laugh at my miftakes, and I could 
4ioibeiieye him when he tpld me that the lady who had 
kindly fhewed the way tp me, a foreigner, was a votary 
•of Venus. He maintained that Englifh liberty natural- 
ly prodded morality and kindnefs, I ftill doubted, and 
he faid that 4ie would convince me. by my own experi- 
ence.- Thefe^ girls are to be feen in crouds every evening 
in e«ry quarter of the town. Although fome of them 
may not have even a fhift, they come out in the even- 
ing dreffed like princeffes, in hired clothes, which are en- 
xruftec}*o them without any fear of: their making off with 
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them, ^heir fine fhape, their beautiful fktn, and ffar'fe' 
brown hair, their fwelling bofom fo prettily fet off by 
their black lilk drefs, and above all, the gentle fweetnefs ' 
of their manners, makes an impreffion in the higheft dei* 
gree favorable to them, . They civilly offer their arm/ 
^nd fay, u My dear, will you give me a glafs of wine."' 
If you give them no encouragement, they pafs'on* kadi, 
give no farther trouble, I went with my friend to CaJ 
vent Garden, and after admiring the innumerable beau* 
ties we faw in the piazzas, we gave our ami to three ve- 
ty agreeable girls, and immediately turned in to a vivs^ 
pie of the Cytherean Goddefs, which is to' be fbunid 
every fecond door of the city, and were fhown into a paf- 
lour elegantly cajrpeted and furnifhed, and lighted with 
wax, with every ofhef accommodation at hand. My friend 
called for a pint of wine, and thisVas all the expehcei 
foj which wc^recqived v fo much civility. The conyer ra- 
tion and other behaviour of the ladies was agreeable in 
the higheft degree, and not a word paiTed that would have 
idiftinguiflied them from nuns, or that was not in the 
higheft degree mannerly and elegant. We parted in the 
ftreet-^and fuch is the liberty of England, that my friend 
jan not the fmalleft rilk of fufFering either in his honor 
qx ufefulnefs.— Such is the effeQ; of freedom." ' 

We may be fure, the poor man was aftonifhed when 
he faw his name before the public as one of the enHght- 
eners of Chriftian Europe. He is really a man of worth, 
and of the mod irreproachable chara&er, and knew that 
* whatever might be the prote&ion of Britifh liberty, fuch 
conduft would ruin him with his own hearers, and in the 
minds of all his refpe&abte countrymen. He therefore 
fent a vindication of his chara&fcr from his flanderous 
abufe to the publifhers of the principal newfpapers and 
literary journals in Germany. The vindication h com- 
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pfete, and B. is convitted of having related what he ctmlS 
not pojfibly have feen. It is worthy of remark, that the> 
vindication did not appear in the Berlin Monatfchrijt) 
lipr in any of the Journals which make favorable menu* 
an of the performances of the Enlighteners. 

; " "think not, indignant reader," fays Arbuthnot,' 
? c - that this man's life is ufelefs to mortals." It fljow^ 
in a ftrong light the falfity of all his declamations in fa- 
vor of his fo much praifed natural religion and univerfal 
kmdnefs and humanity, * No man of the party writes 
with more perfuafive energy, and, though his petulance 
and precipitant felf-conceit lead him frequently aftray; 
no man has occafionally put all the arguments of thefe 
*philofophers in a clearer light ; yet we fee that all is falfe 
a^tid hollow. He is a vile hypocrite, and the real aim 
of all his writings is ' to make money, by foftering the 
fenfual propenfi ties of human nature, although he fee* 
and feels th^t the completion of the plan of the German 
Union ^ould be an event more deftru&ive and lamenta- 
ble than any that can be pointed out in the annuls of fu- 
-perftition. I will not fay that all partifans of Illumina- 
T tion are- hogs of the fty of Epicurus like this wretch. 
But the reader mj|ft acknowledge that, in the inftitutibfi 
of Weifhaupt, there is the fame train of fenfual indul- 
gence laid along the whole, and that purity of heart and 
: life is no part of the morality that is held forth as the 
/perfeftion of human nature. The final abolition of 
Chriftianity is undoubtedly one of its' objefts — whether 
an end of their efforts, or as a mean for the attainmeilt 
of fomeepd ftill more important. Purity of heart is 
• perhaps the moft diftin&ive feature of Chriftian mora- 
Ahy. Of this Dr. Bahrdt feems to have had no concep- 
tion> andhis inftitution, as well as his writings, fhow 
:1dm to have bfcen a very coarfe fcnfuaiift. But his taftf, 
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though coarfe, accorded with what Wei{haupt confide** 
*d *s a ruling propenfity, by which he had the beft chance; 
of fecuring the fidelity of his fubje&s. — Craving deforest 
beyond the bounds of our means, were the natural con- ; 
fequences of indulgence — apd fince the purity of CbjCtJI^ 
jan morality ftood in his way, his firft care was to clew 
the road by rooting it out ^together— Wi#t em^Uew 
but general diflblutenefs of manners ? . 

Nothing can more diftinQly prove the crooked poli- 
tics of the Reformers than this. It may be confidere4 
as the mainfpring of their whole machine. Their pupil* 
were to be led by means of their meaner defires, and the 
^im of their condu&ors was not to inform tbejn, but 
merely to lead them; not to reform* but to rule the 
jworld. — They would reign, though in hell, rather thaft 
ferve in heaven.— Dr. Bahrdt was, a true Apoftle of IU 
Juminatifm; and though his torch-was made of the grofleft 
materials, and u ferved only to difcover fights of wise," 
the horrid glare darted into every corner, roufing^hua^ 
dreds of filthy verrnip, and dire&ing their flight to the 
rotten carrion where they could heft depofit their poifoa 
and their eggs ; in the brcafts, to wit, of the fenfual and 
profligate, there to fefter and burft %rth in a new and 
filthy progeriy : and it is aftonifhiiig what numbers were 
thus roufed into a&ion* The fcheme of Reading Soci- 
eties had taken prodigioufly, and became a very profit- 
able part of the literary trade of Germany. The book- 
fellers and writers foon perceived its importance, and 
afted in concert* 

I might fill a volume with extra&s from the criticifms 
which were published on the Religion E&i& fo ofteft 
mentioned already. The Leipzig catak^ue for one 
. year contained ,173, Although it concerned the Pmf. 
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£» States atone, thefe appeared in every corner of Ger- 
many ; nay, alfo in Holland, in Flanders, in Hungary, 
in Switzerland, in Courland, and in Livonia. This 
fhows it to have been the operation of an Affociated 
Band, as was intimated to the King with fo much petu- 
fanfe by Mirabe&u, There was (paft all doubt) fuch a 
combination among the innumerable fcribblers who fup- 
plied the fairs of Leipzig and s Frankfort, Mirabeau 
calls it a Conjuration des Philofophe^ in expreffion very 
clear tb himfelf, for the iniriads of garretefcrs who have 
long fed the craving mouth of Paris (" always thirfting 
after feme new thing") called themfelves philofophers, 
tod, like the gangs of St. Giles's, converfed with each 
tfthfer in a cant of their own, full of moral, of tnergzc, 
t>f bienveiilance, Arc. 8cc}&c. unintelligible or mifun- 
ilerftood by other men, and nfed for the purpofe of de- 
ceit. White Mirabeau lived too, they formed a Con- 
foration. The 14th of July 1790 the moft folemn in- 
vocation of the Divine prefence ever made on the faca 
of this fcaith, put an end to the propriety of this appel- 
lation ; for it became neceffary (in tjifc progrefs of poli- 
Ykai illumination) 10 declare that oaths Were nonfenfe, 
becaufe the invoked was a creature of the imagination, 
and the grand federation, like Weifhaupt and Bahrdt's 
"fclafonic Cjjiriftianity, is declared, to thofe initiated into 
the higher myfteries, 10 be a lie. But if we have no 
longer a Conjuration des Philofophcs y we have a gang of 
fcribblers thatiias goi pofTeffion of the public mind by 
their management of the literaty journals of Germany, 
and have made licentious fentiments in politics, in mo- 
rals, and in religion, as fertiiliar as were formerly the ar- 
ticles of ordinary news. Atl thfe fceptical writings of 
England put together vili not make half the number 
that have appeared in Proteftant Germany during the 
laft twelve w fifteen years* And, in the Criticiftns oa 



Digitized by 



97% THE OERMAN UNION, 

the Edi£W it is hard to fay whether infidelity or dificrjf^ 
alty fills the raoft pages, : . . . ' 

To fuch a degree had the Illuminati carried this favo- 
rite and important point that they obtained the direflion 
<;ven of thofe whofe office it was to prevent it. * Th^re i%. 
at Vienna, as at Berlin, an office for examining and U- 
cenfing writings before they can have their courfe in the, 
market. This office publilhes annually an index of for- 
bidden books. In this index are included the account 
of the laft Operations of Spartacus and Philo in the Or~ 
dcr of Illuminati, and a dilfertation on The Final-Over* 
throw of , Free Mafonry r a moft excellent performance* 
ihowing the gradual corruption and final perverfioi* of 
that fociety to a feminary of fedition. Alfo the Vienna 
Magazine of Literature and Arts, which contains many 
accounts of the inteferences of tfie Illuminati in the dif- 
turbances of Europe. The Cenfor who occafioned this 
prohibition was an Illupidnatus, named Retzer. He- 
piakes a moft pitiful £nd Jefuitical defence, ftiowing 
Jijxnfelf completely verfant in all the, chicane of the Hit* 
minath and devoted to their Infidel principles. (See RtL 
Begehenh. 1795. p. 493-) 

There are two performances which give us much ill-* 
fornofatipn refpeQing the date of moral and political opi- 
nions in^ Germany about this time. One of them is cal- 
led* Proofs of a hidden Combination to, dejlroy the Free- 
dom of Thought and Writing in Germany. , Thefe proofs 
are, general, taken from many concurring circuinftafices 
in the condition of German literature. They are con- 
* vinping to a thinking mind, but are too abftraQed to be 
.very impreffive on ordinary readers. ' The othef is the 
Appeal to my Comtry (which I mentioned in the former 
j>art of this work.) This is much more driving, and, in 
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tath branch of literature, gives a progreflive account of 
the changes of fentimertt, all fiipported by the evidence 
of the books themfelvcs. The author puts it paft cqn- 
iradi&ion, that in every Tpecies of literary compofitiori 
irtto which it was poffible, without palpable abfurdity, to 
introduce licentious or feditious principles, it was done. 
Many romances, novels, journies through Germany ahd 
and other countries,* are written on purpofe to attach 
praife or reproach to certain fentiments, characters, and 
pieces of conduft. The Prince, the nobleman, is made 
defpptic, oppreffive, unfeeling, or ridiculous-*— the poor, 
atfd the men of tatetts, are unfortunate arid negle&ed — • 
ami here and there a fictitious Grajf or Biaron is made a 
divinity, by philanthropy exprefled in romantic charity 
and kindnefs, or oftentatious indifference for the little 
honors which are fo precious in the eyes of a German* 
-—In fhort, the fyftem of Weifhaupt and Rnigge is car* 
ried into vigorous effeft over all. In both thefe per* 
formances, and indeed in a vaft number of other pieces, 
t-fee that the influence of Nicholai is much commented 
on, and confidered as having had the chief hand in all 
thofe innovations. 

Thus I think it clearly appears, that the fuppreffioi* 
of the Illuminati in Bavaria and of the Union in Braq- 
dca|burgh, were infufficieht for removing the evils which 
tfeey : fi»d introduced. The Ele&or of Bavaria was obli- 
ged to iffue andther proclamation in November 1796* 
yarning his fubjefts of their repeated machinations, and 
particularly enjioining the Magiftrates to obferve care- 

•': A plan adopted within thefe few years in our own country, 
^hich, if profecuted with the fame induftry with which it has been- 
begun, will foon render our circulating Libraries fo many NuHe- 
xfei of Sedition and Impiety. (See Travels into Germany by Efte.) 

^ ' r ' • L I " ' • « 
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fully the affemblies in- the Reading Societies, which wer£ 
multiplying in his States. A fimilar proclamation was 
made and repeated by the Regency of Hanover, and ii 
was on this occafion that Mauvillbn impudently avowed 
the mod anarchical opinions. — But Weifhaupt and his 
agents were ftill bufy and fuccefsfuL The habit of 
plotting had formed itfelf into ^ regular fyftem. Soci- 
eties now afted every where in fecret, in correfpondence 
with fimilar focieties in diftant places. And thus a mode 
of co-operation was furnifhed to the difcontented, the 
refttefs, and the unprincipled in all^places, without even 
the trouble of formal initiations, and without any ex- 
ternal appearances by which the exiftence and occupa- 
tions of the members could be diftingivifhed. The Hy- 
dra's teeth were already fown, and each grew up, inde- 
pendent of the reft, and foon fent out ks own offsets. — 
In all places where fuch fecret £ra£Hces were going on, 
there did not fail to appear fomc individuals of more 
than common zeal and aftivity, who took the lead, each 
in his own circle. This gave a confiftency and unity u> 
the operations of the reft, and they, encouraged by this- 
co-operation, could now attempt things which they 
would not have otherwife ventured on. . It is not till 
this ftate of things obtains* that this influence become* 
fenfible to the public. Phito, in his public declaration,, 
unwarily lets this appear. Speaking of the numerous- 
little focieties in which their principles were cultivated, 
he fays, " we thus begin to be formidable." It may 
now alarm — but it is now too late. The fartie germ is 
now fprouting in another place. 

. f muft not forget to take notice that about this time 
(1787 or 1788) therfc appeared an invitation from a Ba- 
ron or Prince S-^ , Governor of the Dutch fortrefs 

H , before the troubles ia Holland to form a focietjr 
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Jot iht Protection of Princes. — The plan is exprefled ifi 
very enigmatical terms, but fuch as plainly fhow it to 
be merely an odd title, to catch the public eye; for the 
Aflbciation is of the fame feditious kind with all thofe 
already fpoken of, viz. profeffing to enlighten the minds 
of men, and making them imagine that all their hard* 
fliips proceed from fuperftition, which fubje&s them to 
ufelefs and crafty priefts ; and from their own*indolen£e 
and want of patriot! fm, which make them fabmit to the 
mal-adrainiftration of minifters. The Sovereign is fup- 
pofed to be innocent, but to be a cypher, and every 
Hiagiftrate, who is not chofen by the people a&ually 
wnder him, is held to be a defpot, and is to be bound 
band and foot. — Many circumftances concur to prove 
that the proje&or of this infidious plan is the Prince 
Salms, who fo affiduoufly fomented all the disturbances 
in the Dutch and Auftrian Netherlands. He had, be- 
fore this time, taken into his fervice Zwack, the Cato 
of the Illuminati. The proje£i had gone fome length 
when it was difcovered and fuppreifed by the States. 

Zimmerman, who had been prefident of the Illumi- 
nati in Manheim, was alfo a moft a&ive perfon in pro- 
pagating their do&rines in other countries. He was 
employed as a miflionary, and erefted fome Lodges even 
in Rome — alfo at Neufchatel — and in Hungary. He 
was frequently feen in the ktter place by a gentleman of 
my acquaintance, and preached up all the oftenfible 
doQxines of Illuminatifm in the moll public manner, and 
made many profely tes. But when it was difcovered that 
their real and fundamental do&rines were different from 
k thofe which he profefied in order to draw in profely tes, 
Zimmerman left the country in hafte. — Some time after 
this he was arretted in Prulfia for feditious harangues — 
but he efcaped, and has not been heard of fince. — When 
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he was in Hungary he boafted of having erefted abow 
an hundred Lodges in different parts of Europe, fome 
of which were in England, 



That the IlluminaU and other hidden Cofmo-politicat 
focieties had fome influence in bringing about the French 
Revolution, or at leaft in accelerating it, can hardly be 
doubted, — In reading the fecret correspondence, I was 
always furprifed at i\ot finding any reports from France, 
and fonxethmg like ahelitation about eftablifhing a mif- 
fion there; nor am I yet able thoroughly to account 
for it. But there is abundant evidence that they inter- 
fered, both in preparing for it in the fame manner a$r in 
Germany, aud in accelerating its progrefs* Some let- 
ters in the JJrunfwick Journal from one Gampc^ who 
was an infpe£ior of the feminaries of education* a roan 
of talents, and an Illumnaius^ put it beyond doubf. 
He wa& refiding in Pari& during its firft mpyeipents, aryl 
gives a minute account of them, lamenting their excef- 
fes, on account of their imprudence, and the rifk of 
(hocking the nation, and. thus deftroying the projeQ, 
but j ustifying the motives, on the true principles, of Cof- 
mo-politifm. The Vienna Zeitfchrift and the Magazine 
of Literature and Fine Arts for 1790, and other pam- 
phlets of that date, fay the feme thing in a clearer man- 
ner. I fhall lay together fome paffages from fuch as I 
have met with, which I think will Ihew beyond all pof- 
Ability of doubt, that the Illuminati took an aftive part 
in the whole tranfa&ion, and may be faid to have been 
its chief contrivers^ I (hall premife a few obfervations, 
which will give a clearer view of the matter* 

\ 
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CHAP. IV. 

The French Revolution. 



D U R I N G thefe difienfions and di (contents, and this 
general fermentation of the public mind in Germany, 
political occurrences in France gave exercife and full 
fcope for the operation of that fpirit of revolt which had 
long growled in fecret in the different corners of that 
great empire. The Cofmo-political and fceptical opi- 
nions and fentiments fo much cultivated in all the Lodg- 
es of the Philalethes had by this time been openly pro- 
feflTed by many of the fages of France, and artfully in- 
terwoven with their ftatiftical ceconomics. The many 
contefts between the King and the Parliament of Paris 
about the regiftration of his ediQs, had given occafion to 
much difcuflion, and h£d made the public, familiarly ac- 
quainted with topics altogether unfuitable to the abfolute 
monarchy of France, 

This acquaintance with the natural expe&ations of 
the fubjeft, and the expediency of a candid attention on 
the part of Government to thefe expeftations, and a 
view of Legiflation and Government founded on a very 
liberal interpretation of all thefe things, was prodigioufly 
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promoted by the ralh interference of France in the dif- 
pute between Great Britain and her colonies. In this 
attempt to ruin Britain, even the court of France was 
obliged to preach the do&rines of Liberty, and to take 
its chance that Frenchmen would confent to be the on- 
ly flaves. But their officers and foldiers who returned 
from America, imported the American principles, and in 
every company found hearers whb liftened with delight 
and regret to their fafcipating tgle of American inde- 
pendence. During the war, the Minifter, who had too 
confidently pledged himfelf for the deftruftion of Bri- 
tain, was obliged to allow the Parifians to amufe them- 
felves with theatrical entertainments, where Englilh law 
-was reprefented as oppreffion, and every fretful extrava- 
gance of the Americans was applauded as a noble ftrug- 
gle for native freedom. — All wifhed for a taftq of thstf 
^liberty and equality which they were allowed to applaud 
on the ftage ; but as foon as they came from the theatre 
into the ftreet, they found themfelves under all their for- 
mer refiraints. The fweet charm had found its way into 
their hearts, and all the luxuries of France became as 
dull as common life does to a fond girl when Che lays 
down her novel. 

In this irritable ftate of mind a fpark was fufficient for 
kindling a flame. To import this dangerous delicacy 
of American growth, France h^d expended many milli- 
ons, and was drowned in debts. The mad prodigality 
of the Royal Family and the Court had drained the 
treafury, and foreftalled every livre of the revenue. The 
edicts for new taxes and forced loans were moil unwel- 
come and oppreffive. 

The Avocats au parlement had nothing to do with ftate- 
affairs, being very little more than barri Iters in the high- 
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eft court of juftice ; and the higheft claim of the Prefi- 
dents of this court was to be a fort of humble counfet- 
lors to the King in common matters. It was a very 
ftrange inconfiftency in that ingenious nation to permit 
fuch people to touch on thofe ftate-fubje&s ; for, in 
Taft, the King of France was an abfolute Monarch, and 
kht fubje&swere (laves. This is the refultof all their 
gainful refearch, notwithftanding that glitnmerings of na- 
tural juftice and of freedom are to be met with in their 
Tecords. There could not be found in their hiftory fo 
much as a tolerable account of the manner of calling the 
nation together, to learn from the people how their 
thains would beft pleafe their fency. But all this was 
iagainft nature, and it was necefTary that it fhould come 
to an end, the firft time that the Monarch confeffed that 
fie could not do every thing unlefs they put th£ tools into 
his hands. As things were approaching gradually but 
rapidly to this condition, the impertinent interference 
(for fo a Frenchman, fubjeft of the Grand Monarch, 
wuft think it) of the advocates of the Parliament of Paris 
"Was popular in the higheft degree ; and it muft be c6n- 
'feiTed, that in general it was patriotic, however incon- 
fiftent with the eonftitution. They felt themfeives 
pleading thfc caufe of humanity and natural juftice. This 
: would embolden honeft and worthy men' to fpeak truth, 
however unwelcome to. the court. In general, it muft 
atfo be granted that they fpoke with caution and with re- 
fpeft to the fovereign powers : and they had frequently 
the pleafure of being the means of iftitigating the bur- 
dens of the people. The Parliament of Paris, by this 
condufl, came to bfc looked up to as a fort of mediator 
between the King and his fubje&s ; and as the avocats 
law this, they naturally rofe in their own eftimation far 
above the rank in which the eonftitution of their govern- 
ment had placed them* For it muft always be kept ia 
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mind, that the robe was never confidered as the drefs fcf 
a Nobleman, although the caffock was. An advocate 
was merely not a roturier ; and though we can hardly 
conceive a profeflion more truly honorable than the dif- 
penfmg of diRributive juftice, nor any (kill more conge- 
nial to a rational mind than that of the praftical morality 
which we, in theory, confider as the light by which they 
are always conduded ; and although even the artificial 
conftitution of France had long been obliged to bow to 
the dictates of nature and humanity, and to confer nobi- 
lity, and even title, on tiich of the profeflbrs of the mu- 
nicipal law as had, by their (kill and their honorable cha- 
rafter, rifen to the firftx>ffices of their profeflion, yet the 
Nobleffe de la Robe never could incorporate with the 
Nobleffe du Sang, nor even with the Nobleffe de 1'Epee, 
The descendants of a Marquis de la Robe never could 
jife to certain dignities in the church and at cojmrt. The 
avocats department felt this, and fmarted under, the ex- 
clufion from court-honors; and though they eagerly 
courted fuch nobility as they could attain, they feldom 
omitted any opportunity that occurred during their juni- 
or pra&ice of expofing the arrogance of the Nobleffe, 
and the dominion of the court. This increafed their po- 
pularity, and in the prefent fituation of things, being cer- 
tain of fupport, they went beyond their former cautious 
bounds, and introduced in their pleadings, and particu- 
larly in their joint remonftrances againlt the regiftration 
of edi&s, all the wire-drawn morality, and cofmo-politi- 
cal jurifprudence, which they had fo often rebearfed in 
the Lodges, and which had of late been openly preached 
by the economifts and philofophers. 

A fignal was given to the nation for engaging " en 
malle" in political difcuflion. The Notables were.called 
upon to come and advife the King ; and the points were 
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fend before them, in which his Majefty {mfaHihfe tJft 
n#ir) acknowledged his ignorance or his ^doubts. But 
wlib we*e the Notables? Were they more knowing #ian 
die Xing, -ot lefs ih need of inftru&ion f The nation 
thought otherwife; nay, the court thought otherwise • 
for, in feme of the royal proclamations on this occafi* 
cm, laien of letters were invited t0 affift with their coun* 
fete, And to givfe what information their reading and^x* 
perience (hould fuggeft as to the bell method of con* 
coking the States General, and of conducing their de* 
liberations. When a Minifter thus folicks advice firottt 
all the world how to govern, he moftaffutediy declares 
fcisown incapacity, and tetls the people that now they 
urtift -govern dhemfelvfefc. "This however wfcs done, and 
*h£ Minifter, Neckar, the ~Philofophe*r and Fhilanthro* * 
-pift df Geneva, fet the example, by lending in Aisopi- 
toon, to-be laid m 'the -countiUtable With the reft. -Chi 
this fignal, counfel poured in from every garnet, an4 
rtte prefs groaned with advice in every fhape: Ponde*- 
*oai vokm>es were written for the Bifiiop ; or the Dufce ; 
* handfome Svo for ffce ffotoble Officer if eighteen 5 
*pam^hfets and fingte Iheets for the loungers in 4he i?&- 
~lm$?'Rt>yUl* The fermentation w*£ aftonithing; but it 
rW« no -moFe &an flvould tiave been efcpd&ed from 3*fe 
^m^ft cultivated, the moft*%enious, ahd the teaft baft 
--fill TisftwDn on ^&rth. AH wrote, and all read. N#t 
ctfflfcented with bringing forth all the fruits which the Jl- 
luftrirMftion of thefe bright days of *G*fon tedraifed m 
fuch abiHidance inthe coijfervatories tff the i>kihtie%hts 9 
^dMrkk&had btert ga*rrt<t*om writing 0f Ifot- 
HU&*e, Biderot, Rotlfifeau, fUyma, >&c. the 'patriotic 
- courifallors of the Notables had raafecked all the wii- 
»tiiig».«f T&mcax ages* They difcovered *f*A?r ftfrAfcCte 
vtjjn At s fefeE nr rue e f One would ha** thou^fct 
H m 
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that they had travelled with Sir John Mandeviiie in that 
country where even the fpeeches of former times had 
been frozen, and were now thawing apace under the 
beams of the fun of Reafon. For many of thefc effay* 
were as incongruous and mal-a-propos as the brokeD 
fentences recorded by Mr. Addifon in the Spe6tator. 
A gentleman who was in Paris at this time, a perfon of 
great judgment, and well informed in every thing ref- 
peaing the conftitution and prefent condition of his 
country, affured me that this invitation, followed by the 
memorial of Mr. Neckar, operated like an ele&rical 
Ihock. In the courfe of four or five days, the apipear- 
ance of Paris was completely changed- Every where 
one faw crowds flaring at papers pafted on the walla— ^ 
breaking into little parties— walking up and down the 
ftreets in eager conversation— adjourning to coffee-hou- 
fes — the converfation in all companies turned to 
politics alone; and in all thefe conversions, anew 
.vocabulary, where every fecond word was Morality, 
Philanthropy, Toleration, Freedom, and Equalifatioa 
pf property* Even at this early period perfons were 
Jiftened to without cenfure, or even furprife, who faid 
that it wasnonfenfe to think of reformiog their govern* 
ment, and that it mull be completely changed. In Jhort, 
in the courfe Qf a month, a fpirit of licentioufnefs and 
a rage for innovation bad completely pervaded the minds 
of the Parifians. The moft confpicuous proof of this 
was the unexpe&ed fate of the Parliament. It met ear- 
lier than ufual, and to give greater eclat to jte patriotic 
. efforts, and completely to fectire the gratitude of the 
people, it iflued an arret on the prefent ftate of the na- 
tion, containing & number of refolutiflns on the diffcp 
ent tending points of national liberty.. A few montb* 
ago thefe would have been joyfully received as the Mag- 
na Charta qf Freedom, and Really conuifted all that a 
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TWtfe people fliould defire; but becaufe the Parliament 
bad forae time before given it as their opinion as the 
conftittttional counfel of the Crown, that the States 
feould be convoked on the principles of their laft meet- 
bag in 1614, which preferved the diftin&ions of rank, 
^11 their paft fervices were forgotten— all their hard ftrug- 
gle with the former administration, and their uncon- 
querable courage and perfeverance, which ended only 
with their downfall, all were forgotten ; and thofe dif- 
iinguifhed members whofe zeal and fuffe rings ranked 
them with the mod renowned heroes and martyrs of pa* 
triotifm, were now regarded as the contemptible tools 
of Ariftocracy. The Parliament now fet, in a fiery 
troubled iky — to rife no more. 

Of all the barrifters in the Parliament of Paris, the 
moft confpicuous for the difplay of the enchanting doc- 
trines of Liberty and Equality was Mr. Duval, fon of 
an Avocat in the fame court, and ennobled about this 
time under the name of Defpr6fmeniL He was mem- 
ber of a Lodge of the Amis Reunis at Paris, called the 
Contract Social, and of the Lodge of Chevaliers Bicn- 
Jaifants at Lyons, His reputation as a barrifter had been 
prodigioufly encreafed about this time by his manage- 
ment of a caufe, where the descendant of the unfortu- 
nate General Lally, after having obtained the reftoration 
of the family honors, was driving to get back fome of 
the eftatesl Mr. Lally Tollendahl had even trained 
himfelf to the profeffion, and pleaded his own caufe 
with aftonif^pg abilities. But Defprefmenil had near 
connexions with the family which was in poffeffion of 
the eftates, and oppofed him with equal powers, and 
more addrefs. He was on the fide which was moll a- 
greeable to his favorite topics of declamation, and his 
pleadings attracted much notice both in Paris and in fome* 
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of the provincial Parliaments. I tfiemion thefe tiring* 
with fonae intereft, becaufe this was the bcginmrtg of 
that marked rivalfliip between Lally Tollendahl and 
Defprefmenil, which made fuch a figuie in the journal* 
pf the National Affembiy. It ended fatally for botiu 
Lally Tollendahl was obliged to quit the Affeinbly, 
when he faw it determined on the deftru&ion of tfae mo* 
narchy and of all civil order* and at laft to emigrate from 
his country with the lofs of all bis property, and to fub~ 
fill on the kindnefc of England. Defprefmenil attained 
his meredian of popularity by his difcovcry of the fecret 
plan of the Court to eftablifh the Cour plemere 9 and 
ever afteu thi* took the lead iaaJl the ftrong mcafures of 
the Parliament of Paris, which was now overftepping 
all bounds of moderation or propriety, in hopes of pre- 
ferVing its influence after it had rendered itfelf impotent 
by an unguarded ftroke. Defprefmenil was the firft 
flaartyr of that Liberty and Equality which it was now 
boldly preaching, having voluntarily furreodered bin*- 
felf a prifoner to the officer fent to demand him from tbfc 
Parliament. He was alfo a martyr to any thing thav«- 
mained of the Very ftiadow of liberty after the Revota-t 
tion> being guillotined by Robefpierre. 

I have already mentioned the intrigues of Count ML* 
rabeau at the Court of Berlin, and his feditious prefect 
and notes on the anonymous letters on the Rights of the 
Pruffian States. He alfo, while at Berlin^ puhlifhcd 
an EJfaifur la SeBt dn Illumines* one of the ftraegsft 
and moft impudent performances that ever appeared. 
He there defcribes a fed exiiling in Germany, called 
the Ilhminated, and fays, that they are the moft ahfurd 
and grofs fanatics imaginable, waging war with eveiy 
appearance of Reafon, and maintaining the moft ridi- 
culous fuperfiitions. He gives fome account of tbefe, 
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and of thtfir rituals,: ceremonies, Stc. a&if he had feea 
them aH. His fe& i& a confu&d mixture of Gbriftian. 
fuperftitions, Rofyerucian nonfenfe r and every thing 
that can raife contempt and hajtfedv But oa ftich So- 
ciety ever exifted; and Mkabeau confided in hi* own. 
powers, of deception* in order t&> fcfeen (torn obforesb* 
tion tbofe w ha were known to be lllummati* and to 
hinder the rulers from attending to? their real matfbiraaf* 
tkms, bym&ansof thifr Ignis fettius of bis omt brains 
He knew pesfe&fy thac the Iiteminati were of a flampi 
diametrically oppofite ; ft& bewastfittin^ 
viilon. long before, — He gained hia point ia fosse mea* 
fu»e, fcr Nich»tei and others of the juut®, immediately 
adopted the whim* and! called, them Qbft&ruaton* anil 
joined wkhMirabeau- in placing: oa the- Eft of Qbfemnm* 
fat fevtral perfcn* wham they wi&ed to make ridtcu* 
lbes. 

, Mirabeau wa&not more difcemteaied; with the* Ocmrfc 
erf Berlin for the fmall regard it had tefttfied fear his emU 
ttent ftalbats, than he was with, his awn Courts or ratter 
with* the miniftfcr Calonae,. who bad lent him driuber. 
Gakame had been greatly <fi Satisfied wiab hia eonad*i& at 
Berlin, where his. {elf-conceit, and; his piivate prqjefibv 
had made him aft in a way almoft contrary to tha pur- 
pofes of his mifliorL Mirabeau was therefore in- a rage 
at the minifier,, and publifbed a pamphlet, in which his; 
cekhrated memorial oathe ftaue of the* nation, awcithe: 
means of relieving it, was treated with the uiaaoft feve-> 
my of reproach^ and m this conteft His mind wag 
wrought up to that violent pitch; of oppofition* which he 
ever after maintained. Tor be noticed, and to lead,, were? 
his fote objp&s— and he found that taking the fide: of the* 
di&oateoted was the heft field for bis daxjaence and rel- 
iefs ambition-— Yet there was no maav tha* was mote de- 
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voted to the principles of a court than Count Mirafceau* 
provided he had a ftwre in the adminiftration ; and he 
would have obtained it, if any thing moderate would 
have fatisfied him— but he thought nothing worthy of 
him but a place of a&ive truft, and a high department. 
For fuch offices all knew him to be totally unfit. He 
wanted knowledge of great things, and was learned only 
in the buttling detail of intrigue, and at any time would 
facrifice every thing to have an opportunity of exercifing 
his brilliant eloquence, and indulging his paffion for 1 fa- 
tire and reproach. — The greateft obftacle to his advance- 
ment was the abje& worthieffnefs of his chara&er. What 
we ufually call profligacy, viz. debauchery, gaming, im- 
piety, and every kind of fenfuality were not enough — he 
was deftitute of decency in his vices— tricks which would , 
difgrace a thief-catcher, were never boggled. at in order 
to fupply his expences — For inftance — His father .and* 
mother had a procefs of feparatioji— Mirabeau bad juft 
been liberated from £rrfbn for a grofs nnfdemeanour, 
and was in want of money-^He went to his father, lided 
with him in inveftives againli his mother, and, for 100 
guineas, wrote his father's memorial for the court. — He 
then went to his mother, and by a fimilar condu£l got the 
lame Aim from her— <and both memorials were prefent- 
ed. Drinking was the only vice in which he did not in- 
dulge — his exhaufted conftitution did not permit it. His, 
brother the Vifcount, on the contrary, was apt to exceed 
in jollity. One day the Count faid to him, " How can 
you, Brother, fo expofe yourfelf ?" " What J fays the 
Vifcount, how infatiable you are— Nature has given you 
every vice, and having left me only this one, you grudge 
it me." When the ele&ions were making for the States- 
General, he offered himfelf a candidate in his own or- 
der at Aix — But he was fo abhorred by the Noblefle, 
that they not ^only reje&ed him, but even drove him 
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from their meetings. This affrpnt fettled his meafureS, 
and he determined on their ruin. He went to the Com* 
jnons, difdaimed his being a gentleman, fet up a little 
Ihop in the market-place of Aix, and fold trifles — and 
now, fully refolved what line he Ihould purfue, he court- 
ed the Commons, by joining in all their excelTes againft 
the Nobleffe, and was at laft returned a member of the 
. Aflembly. 

From this account of Mirabeau we can eafily foretell 
the ufe he would make of the Illuminatiort which he had 
received in Germany. Its grand truths and juft mora- 
lity fefem to have had the fame effeds on his mind as on 
that of Wei&aupt or Bahrdt. 

In the year 1786, Mirabeau, in conjunction with the 
Duke de Lauzun and the Abbe Perigord, afterwards 
Bifhop of Autun (the man fo puffed in the National Af- 
femblies as the brighteft pattern of humanity) reformed 
a Lodge of Philalethes in Paris, which met in the Jaco- 
bin College or Convent. It was one of the Amh Reu- 
nite which had now rid itfelf of all the infignificant myf- 
ticifmof the feft. This was now become troublefome, 
and took up the time which would be much better em- 
ployed by the Chevaliers du Soletl, and other ftill more 
refined champions of reafon and univerfal, citizenfliip* 
Mirabeau had imparted to it fome of that Illumination 
which had beamed upon him when he was in Berlin. In 
1788 he and the Abbe were Wardens of the Lodge. 
They found that they had not acquired all the dexterity 
of management that he underftood was pra&ifed by his 
Brethren in Germany, for keeping up their conne&ioty 
and conducing their correfpondence. A letter wa$ 
therefore fent from this Lodge, figned by thefe two gen* 
Uemen, to the Brethren in Germany, requeuing their 



Digitized by 



288 THE FRENCH REVOIAJTIOR 



affiftance and kiftru&ron. In the courfe of this yw, 
and during the fitting of the Notable*, a dt^-ut ation 
Was s e*jt from the German I lluminati to catch this glo- 
rious-opportunity of carrying their plan into full execu- 
tion with the greateft eclat. 

Nothing can more convincingly defnanftntte «ke<early 
intentions of a party, and this a great party, -rn Jfaanee 
to overturn the conftitution completely, and plant a de- 
mocracy or oligarchy on its ruins. The Illwtnmati tad 
no other ©bjett. They accounted all Princes ufurpaers 
and tyrants, and all privileged orders as their abettors. 
They intended to eftabiift* government of Morality, a* 
they called it (Sittenregim&tU) where talents and cbatac- 
ter (to be eftimated by their own fcale, and by them- 
felves) fhotild alone lead to preferment. They roeam to 
abolifh die kws which prote&ed property accumukted 

l° ft g continued and fuccefsftil induftry, and to pro- 
vent for the future any fuch accumulation. They in* 
tended to eftablifh univerfal Liberty and Equsflity, . the 
iittprefcriptible Rights x>f Maiv fatleaft they pretended 
b11 this tothofe who were neither Magi nor Regentes.) 
And, as neeeffary preparations for all this, they intend- 
ed 'to Toot out all religion and ordinary morality, -and 
wen to break the bonds of domeftic life, by deftrojring 
the veneration for tnarrfege-vows, and by taking the 
education of children out of the hands of the parents. 
This was ail thattkt Ilhmin&ti t<nild4tach> and *Hrs 

•WA5TR«ClSEET-Krt*AT FRANCE HAS fiONt. 

I canned proceed in 'the narration without defiJmg the 
'page with the detefted name t*f X>r leans, ftamed with 
^every thing that can degrade ot difgraee human nature. 
He only wanted Illumination, to fliew him in a fyftem 
all the opinions, , dilpofitions, and primapl^itfhkh fAr 
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fed his own wicked heart. This contemptible- being 
was illuminated by Mirabeau, and has fliown himfelf 
the mod zealous difciple of the Order. In his oath of 
allegiance he declares, " That the interefts and the ob- 
ject of the Order {hall be rated by him above all other 
relations, arrti that he will ferve it with his honor, his 
fortune, and his blood." — -He has kept his word, and 
has facrificed them all— < And he has been treated in the 
true fpirit of the Order — ufed as a mere tool, cheated 
and ruined. — For I muft now add, that the French bor- 
rowed from the Illuminati a maxim, unheard of in any 
other aflbciation of banditti, viz. that of cheating each 
other. As the managers had the fole poITeffion of the 
higher myfteries, and led the reft by principles which 
they held to be falfe, and which they employed only for 
the purpofe of fecuring the co-operation of the inferior 
Brethren, fo JWir&beau, Sieyes, Pethion, and others, 
led the Duke of Orleans at firft by his wicked ambition, 
and the expectation of obtaining that crown which they 
intended to break in pieces, that they might get the ufe 
'of his immenfe fortune, and of his influence on the 
thoufands of his depending fycophants,. who ate his 
bread and pandered to his grofs appetites. Although we 
very fobn find him a£ling as an Illuminatus^ we cannot 
fuppofe him fo loft to common fenfe as to contribute his 
fortune, and rifk his life, merely in order that the one 
fhoirid be afterwards taken from hipi by law, and the 
other put on a' level with that of his groom or his pimp. 
He furely hoped to obtain the crown of his indolent re- 
lation. And indeed Mirabeau faid to BergafTe, that 
44 when the projeft was mentioned to the Duke of Or- 
leans, he received it with all poffible favor," (avec toute 
la grace imaginable.) During the contefts between the 
Court and the Parliament of Paris, he courted popula- 

JSf n 
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rity with an indecency and folly that nothing can explain 
but a mad and fiery ambition which blinded his eyes to 
all confluences. This is put out of doubt by his be- 
haviour at Verfailles on the dreadful 5th and 6th of Oc- 
tober 1789- The depofitions at the Chatelet prove in 
the molt inconteftable manner, that during the horrors 
of thefe two days he was repeatedly feen, and that when- 
ever he was recognifed by the croud, he Was huzzaed 
with Vive Orleans, Vive noire Roi Orleans, <&c.- — He 
then withdrew, and was feen in other places. While 
all about the unfortunate Royal Family were in the ut- 
moft concern for their fate, he was in gay humour, 
chatting on indifferent fubje&s. His laft appearance in 
the evening of the 5th was, about nine o'clock, converfing 
in a corner with men difguifed in mean drefs, and fome in^ 
women's clothes ; among whom were Mirabeau, Bar* 
nave, Duport, and other deputies of the Republican 
party — and thefe men were feen immediately after, con- 
cealed among the lines of the Regiment de Flandre, the 
corruption of whwah they had that day completed. He 
was feen again next morning converfing with the (ame 
perfons in women's drefs. And when the infulted Sove- 
reign was dragged in triumph to Paris, Orleans was again 
feen, fkulking in a balcony behind his children, to view 
the proceffion of devils and furies ; atffcioufly hoping all 
the while that fome difturbancc would arife in which the 
King might perifh. — I fhould have added that he was 
feen in the morning at the top of the ftairs, pointing the 
way with his hand to the mob, where they fhould go, 
While he went by another road to the King. In fhort, 
be went about trembling like a coward, waiting for the 
explofion which might render it fafe for him to fhew 
himfelf. Mirabeau faid to him, " The fellow carries at 
loaded piftol in his bofom, but will never dare to pull 
the trigger," He was faved^ notwithflanding his own 
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folly, by being joined in the accufation with Mirabeau, 
who could not refcue himfelf without fti&ving alfo for 
Orleans, whom he defpifed, while he made ufe of his 
fortune. — In fhort, Orleans was but half illuminated At 
this time, and hoped to be King or Regent, 

Yet he was deeply verfed in the preparatory leffons of 
Illuminatifm, and well convinced of its fundamental 
truths. He was well allured of the great influence of the 
"women in fociety, and he employed this influence like 
a trite difciple of Weifhaupt. Above three hundred 
nymphs from the Purlieus of the Palais Rdfal were 
provided with ecus and Louis d'ors, by his grand procu- 
♦reur the Abbes Sieyes, aind were fent to meet and to il- 
luminate the two battalions of the Regiment de Flandre^ 
whd were coming to Verfailles for the proteflion of the 
Royal Family. The privates of one of thefe regiments 
came and informed their officers of this attempt made on 
their loyalty.- — 45,000 livres were given tbfm at St. • 
Deny's, to make them difband themfelves — and the poor 
iads were at firft dazzled by the name of a fum that was 
not familiar to them — but when fome thinking head a- 
tnong them told them that it only amounted to two Louis 
d'ors a-piece, they difclofed the bribery. They were 
then offered 90,000, but never faw it. (Depofitions at 
the Chatelet, No. 317.) Mademoifelle Therouane, the 
favorita df the day at the Palais Royal^ was the moll 
aftive perfon of the armed mob from Paris, dreffed en 
Amdzonne, with all the elegance of the opera, and turn- 
ed many young heads that day which were afterwards 
taken off by the guillotine. The Duke of Orleans ac- 
knowledged, before his death, that he had expended 
above L. 50,000 Sterling in corrupting the Gardes Fran- 
foifes. The armed mob which came from Paris to Ver- 
failles on the 5th of O&otjer, importuning the King for 
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bread, had their pockets filled- with crown-piecfes ; and 
Orleans was feen on that day by two gentlemen, with a 
bag of money fo heavy that it was fattened to his clothes 
with a ftrap, to hinder it from being oppreffive, and to 
keep it in fych a pofition that it fhould be acceflible in 
an inftant. (See the Depositions at the Chatelet, No. 

*77-) 

But fuch was the contempt into which his grofs profli- 
gacy, his cowardice, and his niggardly difpofition, had 
brought him with all parties, that, if he had not been 
quite Winded by his wicked ambition, and by his im- 
placable refentment of forae bitter taunts he had gotten 
from the King and Queen, he muft have feen very early 
that he was to be facrificed as foon as he had ferved the 
purpofes of the faftjon. At prefent, his afliftance was 
of the utmoft confequence. His immenfe fortune, much 
above three millions Sterling, was almoft exhaufted 
during the three firft years of the Revolution. But 
(what was of more confequence) he had almoft unbound- 
ed authority among the Free Mafons. 

In this country we have no conception of the autho- 
rity of a National Grand Matter. When Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunfwick, by great exertions among the jar- 
ring fefts in Germany, had got himfelf ele&ed Grand 
Mailer of the StriS Obfervanz, it gave feriovps alarm to 
the Emperor* and to all the Princes of Germany, and 
contributed greatly to their connivance at the attempts 
of the Illuminati to difcredit that party. In the great ci- 
ties of Germany, the inhabitants paid more refpefl to 
the Grand Matter of the Mafons than to their refpe&ive 
Princes. The authority of the D. of Orleans in France 
was full greater, in confequence of his employing his for- 
tune to fupport it. About eight years before the Re- 
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volution he had (not without much intrigue and many 
bribes and promifes) been elefted Grind Mailer of 
France, having under his directions all the Improved 
Lodges. The whole Affociation was called the Grand 
Orient de la France, and in 1785 contained 266 of thefe 
Lodges (fee Freymaurerifche Zeitung, Neuwied, 1787.) 
Thus he had the management of all thofe Secret Socie- 
ties ; and the licentious and irreligious fentiments which 
were currently preached there, were fure of his hearty 
concurrence. The fame intrigue which procured him 
the fupreme chair, muft have filled the Lodges with his 
dependents and emiffaries, and thefe men could not bet- 
ter earn their pay, than by doing their utmoft to propa- 
gate infidelity, immorality, and impurity of manners. 

But fomething more was wanted : Difrefpeft for the 
higher Orders of the State, and difloyalty to the Sove> 

, reign. — It is not fo eafy to conceive how thefe fenti- 
ments, and particularly the latter, could meet with tole- 
ration, and even encouragement, in a nation noted for 
its profeffions of veneration for its Monarch, and for the % 
pride of its Nobleffe. Yet I am certain, that fuch doc- 
trines were habitually preached in the Lodges of Phila- 
lethes, and Amis Reunis de la VeritL That they (hotild 
be very current in Lodges of lowborn Literati, and 

. other Brethren in inferior ftations, is natural, and I have 
already faid enough on this head. But the French Lodg- 
es contained many gentlemen in eafy, in affluent circum- 
ftances. I do not expe£l fuch confidence in my affer- 
tions, that even in thefe the famfc opinions were very 
prevalent. I was therefore much pleafed with a piece of 
information which I got while thefe fliects were printing 
off- which corroborates my aQertions. 
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This is a performance called La -voile retiree* ou It St - 
ere t de la Revolution explique par la Franc Mofonnerie. 
It was written by a Mr. Lefranc, Prefident of die Semi- 
nary of the Eudijls at Caen in Normandy, and a fecond 
edition was publiflied at Paris in 1792. The author wis 
butchered in the maflacre of September. He fays, that 
on the death of a friend, who had been a very zealous 
Mafon, and many years Matter of a refpe&able Lodge, 
he found among his paper* a colleQion of Mafonic wri- 
tings, containing the rituals, catechifms, and fymbols of 
every kind, belonging to a long train of degrees of Free 
Mafonry, together with many difcourfes delivered in 
different Lodges, and minutes of their proceedings. The 
pexufal filled him with aftonifliment and anxiety. For ' 
he found that do&rines were taught, and maxims of con- 
duft were inculcated, which were fubverfive of religion 
and of all good order in the ftate ; and which not only 
countenanced difloyalty and fedition, but even invited 
to it. He thought them fo dangerous to the ftate, that 
he fent an account of them to the Archbifhop of Paris 
long before the Revolution, and always hoped that that 
Reverend Prelate would reprefent the matter to his Ma- 
jefty's Minifters, and that they would put an end to the 
meetings of this dangerous Society, or would at leaft re- 
ftrain them from fuch exceffes. But he was di (appoint- 
ed, and therefore thought it his duty to lay them be- 
fore the public* 

* Had the good man been fpared but a few months, his furpriKe 
at this neglect would have ceafed. For, on the 19th of November 
1795, the Archbifhop of Paris came to the Bar of the AfTembly, 
accompanied by his Vicar and eleven other Clergymen, who there 
renounced their Chriflianity and their clerical vows ; acknowledg- 
ing that they had played the villain for many years againft their 
confeiences, teaching what they knew to be a lie, and were now rc- 
folved to be honeft men. The Vicar indeed had behaved like * 
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Mr. Lefranc fays exprefsly, that this fhockmg p$r- 
verfioti of Free Mafonry to feditious purpofes was, in * 
great meafure, bat a late thing, and was chiefly brought 
about by the agents of the Grand Matter, the Duke of 
Orleans. He was, however, of opinion that the whole 
Mafonic Fraternity was hoftile to Chriftianity and to 
good morals, and that it was the' contrivance of the great 
fchifmatic Fauftus Socinus, who being terrified by the 
fate of Servetus, at Geneva, fell on this method of pro * 
mulgating his do&rines among the great in fecret. This 
opinion is but ill fupported, and is incompatible with 
many circumftances in Free Mafonry — But it is out of 
our way at prefent. Mr. Lefranc then takes particular 
notice of the many degrees of Chivalry cultivated in the 
Lodges, and fhows how, by artful changes in the fuc- 
ceffive explanations of the fame fymbols, the do&rinea 
of Chriftianity, and of all revealed religion, are com* 
pletely exploded, and the Philofophe Inconnu becomes 
at laft a profeffed Atheift. — He then takes notice of the 
political do&rines which are in like manner gradually 
unfolded, by which " patriotifm and loyalty to the 
Prince are declared to be narrow principles, inconfiftent 
with univerfal benevolence, and with the native and im- 
prefcriptible rights of maa ; civil fiibordination is a&ual 
opprelTion, and* Princes are ex officio ufurpers and ty- 
rants." Thefe principles he fairly deduces from the 
Catechifms of the Chevalier du Soleil^ and of the Philo- 
fophe Inconnu. He then proceeds to notice more parti- 
cularly the. intrigues of the Duke of Orleans. From 
thefe it appears evident that his ambitious views and 
hopes had been of long Handing, and that it was entirely 

true flluminatus fome time before, by running off with another man's 
wife and his ftrong box. — None of them, however, feem to have 
attained the higher myfteries, for they were aU guillotined not long 
after. 

GooQle 
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by his fupport and encouragement that feditious d£c* 
trines were permitted in the Lodges. Many noblemefT 
and gentlemen were difgufted and left thefe Lodges, and 4 
advantage was taken of their abfence to improve the 
Lodges ftill more, that is, to make them ftill more anar- 
chical and feditious. Numbers of paltry fcribblers who 
haunted the Palais Royal, were admitted into the Lodg.^ 
cs, and there vented their poifonous do&rines. The* 
Duke turned his chief attention to the French guards, in 1 -* 
troducing many of the privates and inferior officers int<^ 
the obfcure and even the more refpe&able Lodges* 
that the officers were frequently difgufted in the Lodge* 
by the infolent behaviour of their own foldiers, under 
the maik of Mafonic Brotherhooci and Equality — amt 
this behaviour became not unfrequent even out of doors.- 
He afferts with great confidence that the troops were: 
much corrupted by thefe intrigues — and that when ithey 
fometimes declared, on fervice, that they jvould not fire; 
on their Brethren^ the phrafe had a particular reference 
to their Mafonic Fraternity, becaufe they recognifed 
many of their Brother Mafons in every crowd. — And 
the corruption was by no means confined to Paris and 
its neighbourhood, but extended to every place ii* the 
kingdom where there was a Municipality and a Mafoit 
Lodge, / : ■ * 

. Mr. Lefranc then turns our attention to mafiy peculiar 
rjjties in the Revolution, whicji h^ve 3, refemblaoce to the^ 
prices in. Free Mafonry fc . .Npt.Qnly W£s fh$-arcfr re ~ 
bel the Duke of Orleans the Grand Mafter, but the chief 
a&ors in the Revolution, Mirabeau, Condorcet, Ro- 
chefoucault, artd others, were diftipguifhed office-bear- 
ers.ia the great Lodges. He fays that the diftributioiv 
of France into department diftri£ts f circles;* cantons^ 
&c. is perfe&ly fimilar, with tte fame denominations^ to 
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a <ftftribution which he had remarked in thefcorrefpon- 
dehce of the Grand Orient.* — The Prefident's hat in 
the National Affembly is copied from that of a Tres 
Venerable Grand Maitre. — The fcarf of a Municipal 
Officer is the fame with that of a Brother Apprentice. — 
When the AITembly celebrated the Revolution in the 
Cathedral, they accepted of the higheft honors of Ma- 
Fonry by paffing under the Arch of Steel, formed by the 
drawn fwords of two ranks of Brethren.— Alfo it is wor- 
thy of remark, that the National Affembly protefted 
the meetings of Free Mafons, while it peremptorily pro- 
hibited every other private meeting. The obligation of 
laymg afide all ftars, ribbands, croffes, and other ho- 
norable diftinftions under the pretext of Fraternal Equa- 
lity, was not merely a prelude, but was intended as a 
preparation for the deftru&ion of all civil diftinftions, 
which took place almbft at the beginning of the Revo- 
lution — and the Jirjl propofal of afurrender, fays Mr. 
Lefiranc, was made by a zealous Mafon. — He farther ob- 
ferves, that the horrible and fanguinary oaths, the dag- 
gers, death-heads, crof^-bones, the imaginary combats 
with the murderers of Hiram, and many other gloomy 
ceremonies, have a natural tendency to harden the heart, 
to remove its natural difguft at deeds of horror, and 
have paved the way for thofe ftiocking barbarities which 
have made the name of Frenchman abhorred over all 
Europe. \Thefe deeds were indeed perpetrated by a 
mob of fanatics ; but the principles were promulgated 
and foftered by perfons who ftyie themfeive* philofb- 
phers. 

* I cannot help pfefcrving, that iUs perfectly fimilar to the afv 
Tange^ient and denoxginatidns which appear in the fccret con*f£ 
foadence q£ the ^Bam&n Illuminatu i t 

O a 
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I fee more evidence of thefe important fa6ts iri ano- 
ther book juft publifhed by an enMgrant gentleman (Mr. 
Latocnaye.) He confirms my repeated afifertions, that 
all the irreligious and feditious do&rines were the fub- 
jefts of perpetual harangues in the Mafon Lodges, and 
that all the principles of the Revolution, by which the 
public mind was as it were fet on fire, were nothing but 
enthufiaftic amplifications of the common-place capt of 
Free Mafonry, and arofe naturally out of it. He even 
thinks " that this mujl of ncceffity be the cafe in every 
country where the minds of the lower claffes of the State 
are in any way confiderably fretted or irritated ; it is al r 
ittoft impoflible to avoid being drawn into this vortex, 
whenever a difcontented mind enters into a Mafon 
Lodge. The ftale ftory of brotherly love, which at 
another time would only lull the hearer afleep, now 
makes him prick up his ears, and liften with avidity to 
the filly tale, and he cannot hinder fretting thoughts from 
continually rankling in his mind." 

Mr. Latocnaye fays exprefsly, " That riotwithftand- 
ing the general contempt of the public for the Duke of 
Orleans, his authority as Grand Mafter of the Mafon* 
gave him the greateft opportunity that a feditious mind 
could defire for helping forward the Revolution. Ht 
had ready to his hand a connefted fyftem of hidden So- 
cieties, prote&ed by the State, habituated to fecrecy 
fend artifice, and already tinged with the very enthufiafna 
he wifhed to infpire* In thefe he formed ^political com* 
mittees, into which only his agents were admitted. He 
filled the Lodges with the French guards, whom he cor* 
rupfcd with motfey* and hopes of preferment ; and by 
means of the Abbe Sieyes, and other emiffaries, they 
were harangued with all the fophiftical declamation* cpr 
cant of Mafonry," < 
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J&r. Latocnaye fays, that, all this was peculiar to the 
Lodges of the Grand Orients but that there were many 
(got very many, if we judge by the Neuwied almanac, 
which reckons only 289 in all France in 1784, of which 
266 were of the Grand Orient) Lodges who continued 
on the old plan of amufing themfelves with a little fo- 
learn trifling. He coincides with Mr, Lefranc in the 
opinion that the awful and gloomy rituals of Mafonry* 
and % particularly the fevere trials of confidence and fub- 
Oiiflion, mi}ft have a great tendency to harden the heart, 
and : fit a man for atrocious a&ions. No one can doubl 
of this who reads the following inftance : 

" A candidate for reception into one of the higheft 
Orders, after having heard many threatenings denounced 
againft all who (hould betray the Secrets of the Order, 
was condu&ed to a place where he faw the dead bodies 
of leveral who were faid to have fufFered for their trea- 
chery. He then faw his own brother tied hand and foot, 
begging his mercy and interceflion. He was informed 
that this perfon was about to fuffer the punifhment due 
to this ofience, and that it was referved for him (the can- 
didate) to be the inftrument of this juft vengeance, and 
chat this gave him an opportunity of manifefting that he 
♦was completely devoted to the Order. It being obferv- 
cd that his countenance gave figns of inward horror (the 
perfon in bonds imploring his mercy all the while) he 
was told, that in order to fpare his feelings, a bandage 
fhould be put over his eyes. A dagger was then put in- 
to his right hand, and being hood-winked, his left hand 
was. laid on the palpitating heart of the criminal, and he 
-was then ordered to ftrike. He inftantly obeyed ; and 
when, the bandage was taken from his eyes, he faw that 
it was aJamb that he had (tabbed. Surely fuch trials and 
fuch wanton cruelty are only fit for training confpirators." 
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Mr. Latocnaye adds, that " when he had been iralia* 
ted, an old gentleman atked him^wbat he thought* of thb 
whole F He anfwered, " A great deal of noife, ang 
much nonfenfe." " Nonfenfe y faid die other, <Lont 
judge fo rafhly, young man ; I have worked thefe twerv- 
ty-five years, and the farther I advanced, it interested me 
the more ; but I flopped Ihort, and nothing Ihall prevail 
on me to advance a ftep farther." In another eonver- 
fetion the gentleman faid, 46 I imagine that my ftoppage 
was owing to my^refu&l about nine years ago, to lifien to 
ibme perfons who made to mfc, out of the Lodge, prcN 
pofals which were feditious and horrible ; f6r evm fm*M 
that time I have remarked, that my higher Brethren tfcat 
me with a much greater referye than they had done :be» 
fore ; and that, under the pretext of further: inftru&ioo$ 
they have laboured to confute die notions which I had 
already acquired, by giving fome of the moft delicate 
fubjefts a different turn. I few that they wanted, t© re* 
move forae fufpicions which I was beginning jto. form 
concerning the ultimate fcope of the whole." 

I imagine that thefe obfervations will leave no doubt 
in the mind of the reader with refpeft to the influence 
of the fecret Fraternity of Free Mafonry in the French 
^Revolution, and that he will allow it to be highly pro^ 
bable that the infamous Duke of Orleans had, from the 
beginning, entertained hopes of mounting the throne df 
France, It is not my province to prove or. difprove 
this point, only I think it no iefs evident, from many 
circumftances in the tranfa&ions of thofe tumultuous 
days, that the a&ive leaders bad quite different views; 
and were impelled by fanatical notions of democratic fe- 
licity, or, more probably, by their own ambition to be- 
the movers of this vaft machine, to overturn the ancieqt 
government, and cre£t a republic, of which they hoped 



Digitized by 



THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 



to be the mfcaagers.* -Mirabeau had teamed when in 
Getmany, that the principles of anarchy had been writ 
digefted into a fyftem, and therefore wifhed for fame in-* 
ftru&ion as tathe fubordinate detail of the bufinefs, and 
for this purpofe requefted a deputation from the Illu- 
minatu 

hi' facte a caafe as this, we may be certain that nd or- 
djpary perfon would be fent. One of- the deputies wast 
Attains, the next perfon in the order to Spartacus and 
Phito, His worldly name was Johann- J. C. Bode, at 
Weimar, privy-counfellor to the Prince of HefTe-Darm^ 
ftadt (See FragiAente der Ri&gr&phie des verftorbenes 
JFrzyherr Bode in Weimar, mit nmerlajjigtn Urkunden, 
8w. Riom. 1795* See alfe Endliche Shic-kfall der Frey- 9 
m&Uftrty) 1794; alfo Wiener Zeitfchrife fur ' 1793.) — * 
This perfon has played a principal part in the whole 
Icherae of Illumination. He was a perfon of confidera- 
Jfek and fliowy talents as a writer. He had great talents 
for converfation, end had kept good company. With 
refpeft to his myftical character, his experience was great. 
He vfzs one of the Templar Mafons, *md among them 

, *The depofitions at die Chatelet, which I have already quoted, 
4j£ve~rep$*ted and unequivocal proofs, that he> with a confidera* 
£1$ number of the deputies of the National AfTembly, had formed 
this plot before the 5th of O&obcr 1 789. That trial conduc- 
ed in a ftrange manner, partly cut of refpecl: for the Royal Family, 
wtuci ftiH had fome hearts affectionately attached to it, and to th* 
monarih^; and partly by reafon of the fears of the members ef this 
CQurt* fThere was now no fafety for any perfon who differed from 
the, opinion of the frantic populace of Paris. The chief points of 
aceujajion, were : written in a fchedule which is not pubiiftied, and 
tlie witne/Tes were ordered to depofe on thefe in one general Yes or 
erf .'"No"; fo that it is only the leail important part of the evidence 
tHailias been printed. I am weft informed that the whole of it is 
^^tfolty'pr&cmd, and will one day appear. 
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was Eques d Liliis Convallium. He had ipeptilfttod 
much about the origin and hitlory of Mafonry, and when 
at the Willemlbad convention, was converted to IHunu-> 
natifra. He was the great inftigator of Ntchotei, G$r 
dicke, and Biefter, to the hunt after Jefuits, which *fe 
much occupied them, and fuggefted to Nicholai his^jQur* 
ney through Germany- Leuchtfenring, whom I men- 
tioned before, was only the letter-carrier between Ride 
and thefe three authors* He was juft fuch a man jas 
Weifhaupt wifhed for ; his head filled with Mafonic 
naticifm, attaching infinite importance to the frivolities 
of Mafonry, and engaged in an enthufiaftic and fruitlej& 
refcarch after its origin and hiftory. He had colle&ed* 
however, fuch a number of archives (as they werecaUedJ 
of Free Mafonry, that he fold his manufcript to the 
Duke of Saxe Gotha (into whofe fervice Weifhaupt en* 
gaged himfelf when he was driven from Bavaria) for 1500 
dahlers. This little anecdote fhows the high importance 
attributed to thefe matters by perfons of whom we fhould 
expeft better things. Bode was alfo a moll determined 
and violent materialift. Befides all thefe qualities^!** 
acceptable to the Illuminati', . he was a discontented 
Templar Mafon, having been repeatedly difappointedof 
the preferment which he thought himfelfientitled to. 
When he learned that the firft operations of the Illumi- 
nati were to be the obtaining the fole dire&ion of the 
Mafon lx>dge_s, and of the whole Fraternity, his hopes 
revived of riling to fome of the Commanderies, whieh 
his enthufiafm, or rather fanaticifm, had made him hope 
to fee one day regained by the Order — but when he 
found that the next and favorite obje£l was to root out 
the Strict Obfervanz altogether, he ftarted back. But 
Philo faw that the underftanding ((hall we call it) that 
>can be dazzled with one whim, may be dazzled with 
another, and he now attached him to Illuminatjfm, by a 
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magnificent dffplay of a world ruled by the Order, and 
condufted to happinefs by means of Liberty and Equa- 
lity. This did the bufinefs, as we fee by the private 
correfpondence, where Philo informs Spartacus of his 
firft difficulties with Amelius. Amelius was gained over 
iii Atiguft 1782, and we fee by the fame correfpondence, . 
that the greateft affairs were foon entrufted to him — he 
was generally employed to deal with the great. When a 
Graf or a Baron was ttf be wheedled into the Order, Ame- 
lius was the agent.-^-He was alfo the chief operator in 
sill their contefts wkh the Jefuits and the Rofycrucians. 
It w&s alfo . Bode that procured the important acceffion 
of Nicholai to the Order. This he brought about 
through Leuchtfenring ; and laftly, his numerous con- 
fte&jons among the Free Mafons, together with Knigge's 
influence among them, enabled the Illuminati to worn* 
themfelves into every Lodge, and at laft gave them al- 
rfioft (he entire command of the Fraternity. 

- Such was the firft of the deputies to France. The 
other was a Mr. BufTche, called in the Order Bayard ; 
therefore probably a man of refpe£lable charaQer ; fo* 
mod of Spartacus's names were fignificant, like his own. 
"He was a military man, Lieutenant-Colonel in the fervice 
of Hefle-Darmftadt. This man alfo was a difcontented 
^emplaf Mafon, and his name in that Fraternity had 
been Efues a Fontibus Eremi. He was Illuminated by. 
Knigge. He had alfo been unfuccefsful both at court 
skid in the field, in both of which fituations he had been 
attempting to make a diftinguifhed figure. He, as well 
as Bode, were immerfed in debts. They were therefore 
juft in the proper temper for Cofmo-political enterprife. 

They went to Paris in the end of 178B, while the 
Notables were fitting, and all Paris was giving advice* 
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The alarm that was raifed about Animal Magnetifm, 
which was indeed making much noife at that time, and 
particularly in Paris, was afligned by thein as the great 
motive of the journey. Bode alfo faid that he was anx- 
ious to learn what were the corre&ions made on the fyf- 
tern of the Chevaliers Bienfaifants. They had taken 
that name at firft, to fcreen themfelves from the charges 
againft them under the name of Teifcplars. They had 
correQed fomething in their fyftem when they took the 
name Philalethes. And now when the fchifms of the 
Philalethes were healed, and the Brethren again united 
under the name of Amis Reunis, he fufpe&ed that Je- 
fuits had interfered ; and becaufe he had heard that the 
principles of the Amis Reunis were very noble, he wiffi- 
ed to be more certain that they were purged of every 
thing Jefuitical. 

The deputies accordingly arrived at Paris, and im- 
mediately obtained admiffion into thefetwo Fraternities.* 
They found both of them in the ripeft ftate for Illumi- 
nation, having fliaken off all the cabaliftical, chemical, 
and myftical whims that had formerly difturbed them, 

, * To prevent interruptions, I may juft mention here the autho- 
rities for this journey and co-operation of the two deputies. 

1. Bin wichtiger Auffihlufs &er tin nockwenig bekanntt Vcranlaf- 
Jung der Franxofchen Revolution, in the Vienna Zeitfchrift for 1 793, 
p. 145- 

2. Endliche Shickfall des Frcymaurcr-Ordens, 1 7 94, p. 19. # 
p NeueJU Arbcitung dts Sfartacus und Phito 9 Munich, 1 793, p. 15 1 

—154. 

4. H'iftorifche Nachrichten uber die Franc Revolution 1 792, von Gir* 
tanner, van loc. 

5. Revolutions Almanack fur 1792-^-4. Gottingen, var. loc. 

6. Beytragi zur Biographic des verftorbenes. Frey-Htrr v Bode, T794» 
2* Magaxin des Literatur et Kunft, for 1 792, 3, 4, fcc. fcc. 
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*nd would now take up too much of their time. Thejf 
- were now cultivating with great zeal the philofophico-po- 
litical do&rines of univerfal citizenfhip. Their leaders, 
to thejnuraber of twenty, are mentioned by name in the 
Berlin Monatfchrift for 1785, and among them .are fe- 
deral of the firft aftors in the French Revolution. But 
this is nothing diftin&ive, becaufe perfons of all opU 
nions were Mafons. 

s The Amis Reunis were little behind the Illuminati in 
every thing that was irreligious and anarchichal, and had 
no inclination for any of the formalities of ritual, &c. 
They were already fit for the higher myfteries, and only 
wanted to learn the methods of bufinefs which had fuc- 
ceeded fo well in fpreading their doftrines and maxims 
over Germany. Befides, their do&rines had not been 
digefted into a fyftem, rior had the artful methods of 
leading' on the pupils from bad to worfe been pra&ifed. 
Fdr hitherto, each individual had Vented in the Lodges 
his own opinions, to unburden his own mind, and the 
Brethren liftened for inftru6Hon and mutual encourage- 
ment. Therefore, when Spartacus's plan was commu- 
nicated to them, they faw at once its importance, in all 
its branches, fuch as the ufe of the Mafon Lodges, to 
fifti for Minervals— the rituals and ranks to entice the 
young, and to lead them by degrees to opinions and 
ftreafures, which, at fifft fight, would have fhocked 
them. The firm hold which is gotten of the pupils, and 
indeed of air the inferior claffes, by their reports in the 
courfe of their pteterided training in the knowledge of 
themfelves and of other men — and, above all, the pro- 
vincial arrangement of the Order, and the clever fubor- 
dination and entire dependence on a felefl: band or Pztn- 
daemqniuna at.Park, which ihould infpk^ and dire£t the 
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whole. — I think (although I have not exprefs aflertions 
of the faB) from the fubfequent condu& of the French 
revolters, that even at this cariy period, there were ma- 
ny in thofe focieties who were ready to go every length 
propofed to them by the IHumrinati, fuch as the aboH- 
tion of royalty and of all privileged orders, as tyrants by 
nature, the annihilation and robbery of the priefthood, 
the rooting out of Chriftianity, and the introduftion of 
Atheiftn, or a philofophical chimera which they were to 
call Religion^ Mirabeau had often fpoken of tke fall 
branch of die Illuminated principles, and the ccniverfa- 
tions held at Verfailles during the awful patafes of the 5th 
of Oftober (which are to be feen m the evidence before 
the Chatelet in the Orleans procefs) can hardly be fup- 
pofed to be the fancies of an accidental mob. 

Mirabeau was, as I have fold, at the head of this de- 
mocratic party, and hid repeatedly faid, that the only 
tife of a King was to ferve as a pageant, in order to give 
weight to public meafures in the opinion of the pop»- 
lace.*— And Mr. Latocnaye fays, that this party wai 
very numerous, and that immediately after the impru- 
dent or madtike invitation of every fcribbler iti a garret 
to give his advice, the party did not fcruple to fpeak 
their fentiments in public, and that they were encourag- 
ed in their encomiums on the advantages of a virtuous 
republican government by Mr. Necker, who had a moft 
extravagant and childifti predileftion for the conftitution 
of Geneva, the place of his nativity, and wis alfo much 
tinged with the Cofmo-political philofdphy of the times* 
The King's brothers, and the Princes of the Hood, pre- 
fented a memorial to his Majdfy, which concluded by 
laying, that " the effervefcence of the public opinions 
bad come to fuch a height that the ipoft dangerous, prirw 
ciples ? imported from foreign parts ; \rere avowed in 
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print with ' perfeft impunity— that his Majefty had un- 
warily encouraged every fanatic to diftate to him, aod 
to fpread his poifonous ientiments, in which the rights 
of the throne were not only difrefpe&ed, but were ,eyon 
difputed — that the rights of the higher clalfes in the ftate 
ajran a great rilk qf being fpeedily fuppreffed, and 'that 
nothing would hinder the facred right of property from 
feeing ere long Evaded, and the unequal diftributioo of 
wealth from being thought a proper fubjeft of reform;" 

When fuch was the ftate *>f things in Parrs, it is plain 
that the bufinefsof the German deputies would be eafily 
iranfafied. They were received with open arms by tfce 
Philctictkts, jtbe Amis it la Verity the Social Co.'RtraSt^ 
Jkt. and in tKecourfe of a very ,few weeks in the end of 
1788, and the beginning ^of 17S9 (that is, before the 
end of March) the whole erf the Grand Orient, includ- 
ing the PhiUlethcS) Amis Reunis, Martinijlcs, <&c. had 
the fecrets of Illumination communicated to them. The 
operation naturally began with the Great National 
Lodge of Paris, and thofe in immediate dependence on 
it. It would alfo Jeem^ from many circumftances that 
occurred to my obfervation, that the Lodges in Alface 
and Lorraine were illuminated at this time, and not long 
before, as I had imagined. Strafburg I know had been 
illuminated long ago, while Philo was in the Order. A 
circumftance ftrikes me here as of fome moment. The 
fe&s of Phihlethes and Amis Reunis were refinements 
engrafted on the fyftem of the Chevaliers Bienfaifants at 
1 Lyons. Such refinements never fail to be confidered 
as a fort of herefy, and the profeffors will be beheld 
with a jealous and unfriendly eye by fome, who wijl 
pride themfelves on adhering to the old faith. And the 
greater the fuccefs of the herefy, the greater will be the 
animofity between the parties. — May not this help to 
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explain the mutual hatred of the Parifians and the Ly- 
onnois, which produced the moft dreadful atrocities ever 
perpetrated on the face of the earth, and made a fham- 
bles and a defert of the fineft city of France ? 

The firft proceeding by the advice of the deputies was 
the formation of a Political Committee in every Lodge. 
This committee correfponded with the diftant Lodges, 
and in it were difcuffed and fettled all the political prin- 
ciples which were to be inculcated on the members. 
The author of the Neuefle Arbutung fays exprefsly, that 
" he was thoroughly inftru&ed in this, that it was given 
in charge to thefe committees ta frame general rules, and 
to carry through the great plan (grand oeuvre) of a ge-. 
neral overturning of religion and gpvernment." The 
principal leaders of the fubfequent Revolution were 
members of thefe committees. Here were the plans 
laid, and they were tranfmitted through the kingdom by 
the Correfponding Committees. 

Thus were the ftupid Bavarians (as the French were 
once pleafed to call them) their inftruflors itv-the art of 
overturning the world. The French were indeed the 
firft who put it in praQice. Thefe committees arofe 
from the Illuminati in Bavaria, who had by no means 
given over working ; and thefe committees produced 
the Jacobin Club. It is not a frivolous remark, that 
the Mafonic phrafe of the perfons who with to addrefs 
the Brethren, " (F. S. je demande la parole, which the 
F. S. reports to the V. G. M. and which he announces 
to the Brethren thus, " Mes freres^frere ttl demande la 
parole, la parole hi ejl accordee?) is exa&ly copied by 
the Jacobin Club. There is furely no natural connec* 
tion between Free Mafonry and Jacobinifm — but we 
fee the link — Illuminatifm. — 
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The office-bearers of one of the Lodges of Philalethes 
in Paris were Martin, Willermooz (who had been depu- 
ty from the Chevaliers Bienfaifants to the Willemfbad 
Convention) Chappe, Minet, de la Henriere, and Sava- 
tier de FAngc* In another (the ContraB Social) the 
political committee confifted of La Fayette, Condorcet, 
Pethion, d 'Orleans, Abbe Bertholis, d'Aiguillon, Bailly, 
Marq. de la Salle, Defprefmenil, This partciular Lodge 
had been founded and condufted by one De Leutre, ah 
adventurer and cheat of the firft magnitude, who fome. 
times made a figure, and at other times was without a 
fliilling. At this very time he was a fpy attached to the 
office of the police of Paris.t The Duke of Orleans was 
Warden of the Lodge. The Abbe Sieyes was a Brother 
Orator, but not of this Lodge,nor (I think) of the former. 

It was probably of the one conduced by Mirabeau and 

.* 

* Minet was (I think) at this time a player. He was foil of a 
furgeon at Nantes — robbed his father and fled — enlifted in Holland 
— deferted and became fmuggler — was taken and burnt in the 
hand — became player, and married an a&refs — then became prieil 
— and was made Bilhop of Nantes by Couftard in difcharge of a 
debt of L. 500. Mr. Latocnaye often faw Couftard kneel to him 
for benediction. It cannot be fuppofed that he was much venerat- 
ed in his pontificals in his native city. — It feems Minet, Minet, is 
the call of the children to a kitten — This was prohibited at Nantes, 
and many perfons whipped for the freedom ufed with his name. 

f He now (or very lately) keeps the beft company, and lives in 
elegance and affluence in London. 

Augur % fchanobates medlcus> magus^ omnia novit 
Graculus efuriens ; in calum ju/feris, ibit. % 
Ingenium velox audacia perdita y fermo 

Promptus. ' Juvenal. 

* All fciences a hungry Frenchman knows, 
And bid him go to hell — to hell he goes. 

Jobnfon's Tranjldtlotu 
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the Abbe Perigord. But it appears from the piece from 
which I am at prefent borrowing, that Sieyes was prefent 
in the meetings of both Lodges, probably as vifi ting Bro- 
ther, employed in bringing them to common meafurejj. 
I muft obferve, that the fubfequent condufi of ibme of 
thefe men does not juft accord with my conjefture, that 
the principles of the Illuminati were adopted in their full 
extent. But we know that all the Bavarian Brethren 
were not equally illuminated, and it woiild be only co- 
pying their teachers if the clevereft of thefe their fch§- 
lars fliould hold a JanBum fanftorum among themfelve^ 
without inviting all to the conference, Obferve too 
that the chief leffon which they were now taking frojp 
the Germans was the method of doing bvjinef^, of manag- 
ing their correfpondence, and of procuring and training 
pupils. A Frenchman does not think that he needs ip- 
ftruftion in any thing like principle or fcience. He is 
*ready on all occafions to be the inftru&or. 

Thus were the Lodges of France converted in a very 
fhort time into a fet of fecret affiliated focieties, corref- 
ponding with the mother Lodges of Paris, receiving- 
from thence their principles and inftruflions, and ready 
to rife up at once when called upon, toxarry on the 
great work of overturning the ftate. 

Hence it has arifen that the French aimed,in the very 
beginning, at overturning the whole world. In all the 
revolutions of other countries, the fchemes and plots 
have extended no farther than the nation where they took 
their rife. But here we have feen that they take in the 
whole world. They have repeatedly declared this in * 
their manifeftos, and they have declared it by their con- 
du£L This is the very aim of the Illuminati. — Hence 
too may be explained how the revolution took place al- 
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moft in a moment in every part of France. The revo- 
lutionary focieties were early formed, and were working 
in fecret before the opening of the National AfTembly* 
and the wfcole nation changed, and changed again, and 
again, as if by beat of drum. Thofe duly initiated in 
this myftery of iniquity were ready every where at a call. 
And we fee Weifhaupt's wifli accomplifhed in an unex- 
pected degree, and the debates in a club giving laws to 
folemn affemblies of the nation, and all France bending 
the neck to the city of Paris. The members of the club 
are Illuminati, and fo are a great part of their correfpon- 
dents.-*— Each operates in the ftate as a Minerval would 
do in the Order, and the whole goes on with fyftematic 
regularity. The famous Jacobin Club was juft one of 
thefe Lodges, as has been already obferved ; and as, 
among individuals, one commonly takes the lead, and 
contrives for the reft, fo it has happened on the prefent 
occafion, that this Lodge, fupported by Orleans and 
Mira&eau, was the one that ftepped forth and {hewed it- 
felf to the world, and thus became the oracle of the par- 
ty ; and all the reft only echoed its difcourfes, and at 
laft allowed it to give law to the whole, and even to ruta 
the kingdom. It is to be remarked too that the found- 
ers of the clut^at Mentz were Illuminati (Rdig. Bege- 
btnh. 1793. p. 448.) before the Revolution, aud correfc 
ponded with another Lodge at Strafburg; and thefe two 
produced mighty effects during the year 1790. In a 
performance called Mcvioires Pojlhumes it Cujlint it is 
faid that when that General was bending his courfe to 
Holland, the Illuminati at Strafburg* Worms, and Spire 
immediately formed clubs, and invited him into that 
quarter, and} by going to Menta and ^icouraging their 
Brethren in that city, they raifed a party againft the gar- 
rifon, and actually delivered up the place to the French 
army. 
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A little book, juft now printed with the title Paragrw 
fhcn, fays, that Zimmerman, of whom I have fpoken 
more than once, went to France to preach liberty. He 
was employed as a miffionary of Revolution an Alfece, 
where he had formerly been a moll fuccefsful miffionary 
of Illuminatifm. Of his former proceedings the follow- 
ing is a curious anecdote. He conne&ed himfelf with^a 
highly accomplilhed an£ beautiful woman, whofe eon- 
verfation had fuch charms, that he fays fhe gained him 
near a hundred converts in Spire alone. Some perfoos 
of high rank, and great exterior dignity of xhara&eiy had - 
felt more tender impreflions — and when the lady inform- 
ed them of certain confequences to their reputation/ 
they were glad to compound matters with her friend Mrv 
Zimmerman, who either paffed for her hufbarid, or took 
the fcandal on himfelf. He made above 1506 * Louis 
d'ors in this way. When he returned, as a preacher of 
Revolution, he ufed to mount the, pulpit with a febre in 
his hand, and bawl out, " Behold, Frenchmen* this^ is 
your God. This alone can fave you." The author 
adds, that when Cuftine broke into Germany, Zimmer- 
man got admiffion to him, and engaged to deliver Man- 
heim into his hands. To gain this purpofe, he offered 
xo fet fome corners of the city on fire, aqi&fiured him of 
fupport. Cuftine declined the offer.- — Zimmerman ap- 
peared againft him before the Revolutionary Tribunal, 
and accufed him of treachery to his caufe.— -Cuftine's 
anfwer is remarkable. Hardly,*' faid he, 64 had -I fet 
my foot in Germany, when this man* and all the fools of 
his country, befieged me, and would have delivered up 
to tne their towns and villages-^ What occafion had I to ? 
do any thing to Manheim, when the Prince was rteutral?"- 
Zimmerman found his full account ia-Robefpierre's 
Woody fway — buuhe fpurt of his a trp cities- was aJfo-the : 
whole of Zimmerman's career. He was arretted^ but 
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again liberated, and foon after again imprifoned, after 
W v hich I can learn no more of him. The fame thing is 
pofitively afferted in another performance, called Cri de 
la Rat/on, and in a third, called Les Mafques arrachees. 
Qbferve too, that it is not the clubs merely that are.ac- 
cufed of this treachery, but the Illuminati. De la Me- 
therie alfo, in his preface to the Journal de Phyjique for 
1790, fays exprefsly that " the caufe and arms of France 
were powerfully fupported in Germany by a feft of phr- 
lofophers called the Illuminated." In the preface to 
the Journal for 1792, he fays, that " Letters and de- 
putations were received by the Alfembly from feveral 
Correfponding Societies in England, felicitating them 
on the triumph of Reafon and Humanity, and promifmg 
them their cordial affiftance." He read fome of thefe 
manifefts, and fays, that " one of them recommended 
ftrongly, the political education of the children, who 
fhould be taken, from the parents, and trained up for the 
Hate." Another lamented the baleful influence of pro- 
perty, faying that " the efforts of the Aflembly wolild 
be fruitlefs, till the fence was removed with which the 
laws fo anxioufly fecured inordinate wealth. They 
fliould rather be direfted to the fupport of talents and 
.virtae ; becaufe property would always fupport itfelf by 
the too great influence which it had in every corrupted 
ftate. The laws Ihouki prevent the too great accumu- 
lation of it in particular families."— In ftiort, the coun- 
felwas almoft verbatim what the Abbe Coffandey de- 
clared to have been the doftripe preached in the meetings 
.of the Illuminati, yhich terrified him and his colleagues, 
and made tfcejn quit the Aflbciation. Anacbarfis Cloots, 
bora in Pruflian Weftphalia, a keen Illuminatus, came 
.to Paris for the exprefs purport of forwarding the great 
wari, and by intriguing in the ftyle of the Order, he 
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got himfelf ma<ie one of the Reprefentatives of tlie^k- 
rion. He feems to have been one of the eompleteft «- 
Aatics in Cofmo-po&tifm, and juft fuch a tool a* W<Hf- 
haupt would chbofe to employ For a coarfe and ardaetfe 
job. He broke out at once into all the filly extrav* 
gance of the unthinking herd, and his whole language is 
juft the jargon of Illumination. Citizen of the Wotfd 
^Liberty and Equality, the imprefcriptibte RigB*T6f 
Man—Morality, dear Morality— Kings and Prie*^ We 
tifelefs thmgs— they are Defpotsand Corrupter*, 
He declared himfelf an atheift, and cloudy la%$ulfci 
to have atheifm eftablilhed by law. He condua^ tfot 
farcicaPproceffion in the true ftyk of the rtioft Chiidife 
ritual of Philo, where counterfeited deputies fro* «1 
quarters of the world, in the dreffes of their co^tttfttsj 
came to congratulate the nation for its viaory Ttofet 
Kings and Priefts. It is alfo worthy of remark, dtia! fcy 
this time Leuchtfenring, whom we havefeen fo zealous 
an Illuminates, after having been as zealous k pFotef- 
tant, tutor of Princes, Hofrath and Hofinfeifter, was 
how a fecretary or clerk in one of the Bureaus ©f the 
National Affembly of France. 

1 may add as a finifhing touch, that the N#ficmal Af- 
fembly of France was the only body of men that I have 
ever heard of who openly and fyftematieally propfofed 
"to employ affaffination, and to inftitute*. band of patri- 
-ots, who mould escercife this profeffioh either by fWbrd, 
piftol, or poifon and thdugh the propofal was not 
"completed, it might be confidered as i!he 4fehtitiaems of 
the meeting; for it was only delayed till it ftiotfld be 
'confidered how far it might not be imprudent, fcecaufe 
they might expea reprifals. The Abbe Dubois enga. 
ged to poifon the Comte d' Artois ; but was htmfelf rob- 
bed and poifoned by his accomplices, — There were 
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ftcoqg rqafons for thinking that the Emperor of Genoa* 
#y was poifoned — and that Mirabeau was thus tricketj 
t*y his pupil Orleans, alfo Madame de Favras and her 
Jbf*.— -This was copying the Illuminati very carefully. 

After all thefe particulars, can any perfon have 4 
<Joubt that the Order of Illuminati formally interfered i$ 

. the French Revolution, and contributed greatly to it$ 
progrefs ? There is no denying the infolence and oppref- 

_ fipo of the Crown and the Nobles, nor the mifery and 
jQavery of the people, nor that there were fufficient pro<- 
vocation and c^ufe for a total change of meafures and of 
principles* But the rapidity with which one opinion 
. jWjis declared in every corner, and that opinion as quickly 
changed, and the change announced every where, and 
jhc perfeQt conformity of the principles, and famene& 
of the language, even in arbitrary trifles, can hardly be 

.^plained in any other way. It may indeed be laid* 
que les beaux genies fe rencontrent — that wits jump* 
*rhe principles are the fanje, and the conduft of the 

, French has been fuch as the Illuminati would have exhi- 
bited ; but this is all — the Illuminati no longer exifted." 
Enough has been faid on this laft point already, — The 
faftsare as have been narrated. The Illuminati conti- 

. juied as an Order, and even held affemblies, though - 
aiqt fo frequently nor fo formally as before, and though 

. ^heir 4 reo P a g u $ w ^s no longer at Munich. But let us 
hear what the French them felves thought of the. matter. 

* In 1789, or the beginning of 1790, a manifefi was . 
. finttfrom the Grand National Lodge of Free Mq- 
\ f°%* (f° 11 is entitled) at Paris, Jigned by the Duke of Or* 
leans as Grand Mafier, addreffed and fent to the Lodges 
in all the refpefiable cities of Europe, exhorting them to 
. . unite Jar the fupport of the French Revolution, to gain it 
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friends, defender s, and dependents ; and according fa 
their opportunities, and the practicability of the thing, fa 
kindle and propagate the fpirit of revolution through alh 
lands. This is a mod important article, and deferves & 
very ferious attention. I got it firft of all in a work eat* 
led, Hoch/le rvichtige Erinnerungen zur rechten Zeit vber\ 
einige der allcrcrnflhaftcJlcQ Angelegenheiten diefes Ztti* 
altexS) von L. A. Hoffmann, Vienna, 1795. 

The author of this work fays, " That every thing he 
advances in thefe memorandums is confident with his 
own perfonai knowledge, arid that he is ready to give j 
convincing proofs of them to any refpefiable perfon wh& 
•will apply to him perfonally. He has already given 
fuch convincing documents to the Emperor, andtofe* 
veral Princes, that many of the machinations occafion- 
ed by this manifefto have been detefted and flopped^ 
and he would have no fcruple at laying the whole before 
the public, did it not unavoidably involve feveral worthy 
perfons who had fuffered themfelves to be milled, and 
heartily repented of their errors." He is naturally (be- 
ing a Catholic) very fevere on the Proteftants (and in* 
deed he has much reafon) and by this has drawn on him- 
felf many bitter retorts. * He has however defended him- 
felf againft all that are of any confequence to his pod 
name and veracity, in a manner that fully convinces any 
impartial reader, and turns to theconfufion of ibe {ten- 
derers. 

Hoffmann fays, that "he faw fome of thofe maliiftfl^ 
that they were not all of one tenor, fome being addref 
fed to friends, of whofefupport they were already aflbfr 
ed." One very important article of theix contents is 
Earnejl exhortations to eflablifh in every quarter fi crtt 
fchools of political education and fchools for.thef^ 
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education of the children of the people, under the direBi(M 
of mil-principled ma/lers ; and offers of pecuniary afjifr 
fwncc for this purpofe, and for the encouragement of wri* 
ttrsin favor of the Revolution, and for indemnifying the 
^fiatriotic bookftllers who fufferby their endeavours *to fup- 
frifs publications which have' an • oppofite tendency. We 
know very well that the immenfe revenue of the Duke 
of Orleans was fcattered among all the rabble of the Pa- 
lais Royal. Can we doubt of its being employed in this 
manner ? Our doubts muft vanifh, when we fee that 
not long after this it was publicly faid in the National- 
Afferiibly ^ that this method was the moft effe&ual for 
a^compHlhing their purpofe of fetting Europe in a 
flaraei" " But much expended fays the fpeaker, " will 
attend it, and much ha^ already been employed, which 
cannot be named, becaufe it is given in fecret." The 
A^fembly had given the IHumiriation war-hoop— u Peace 
with cottages, but war with palaces " — A pouvoir revolu- 
ttonnaire is mentioned, which fuperfedes all narrow 
thoughts, all ties of morality. Lequinio publifhes the 
moft deteftable book that ever iffued from a printing 
prefs^ Les Prejuges vaincus, containing all the princi- 
ple^ and expteffed in the very words of Illuminatifm. 

'' Hoffmann fays, that the French Propaganda had many 
emiffaries in Vienna, and many Friends whom he could 
poinrout. Mirabeau in particular had many connexions 
in Vienna, and to the certain knowledge of Hoffmann, 
carried on a great correfpondence in cyphers. The 
prbgrefs of Illumination had been very great in the Auf- 
ftrian States, and a ftatefman gave him accounts of their 
proceedings (qui font redrefftr les cheveux) which make 
oncVfrair ftand on end. 64 I no longer wonder," fays 
hej ^ that the Nenefle Arbutung des Spartacus und Philo 
was forbidden. O ye almighty Illuminati-, what can 
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yoa not accoraplifh by your ferpent-like in&nuation ai*4 
cunning !* Your leaders fay, " This book is danger- 
ous, becaufe it will teach wicked men the mod refined 
methods of rebellion, and it muft never get into the 
hands of the common people. They have faid fo with 
the moft impudent face to fome Princes, who did not 
perceive the deeper-laid reafon for fuppreffing the hook. 
The leaders of the Illuminati are, not without ceafap, in 
anxiety, left the inferior clalfes of their ov^n SpcieJty 
fcould make juft reprifals for having keen fp bafeiy 
tricked, by keeping them back* and in profound Jgo*>- 
rance of their real defigns ; and for working on them, 
by the very goodnefs of their hearts, to their fowd ruin ; 
and left the Free Mafons, whom they hftve alfo abufcd, 
(hould think of revenging themfelves, whw the pg£rt'chlef$ 
villany of their deceivers has been Co clearly expofed^ 
It is in vain for them to talk of the danger of inftruQing 
the people in the methods of fomenting rebellion by this 
book. The aims are tpo apparent, and even in th? 
neighbourhood of Regenftmrg, where the ftrength of the 
.Illuminati lay, every perfon faid aloud, that the Illumi- 
nation difcovered by this book was High T reafon, and 
the moft unheard-of #tempt, to annihilate every reljgjpn 
and every civil government." He goes on : " In 1790 
I was as well acquainted with the fpirit of the lilumina- 
tion-fyltem as at prefent, but only not fo documented by 
their conftitutional afts* as it is now by th$ Nf^fl* 
beitung des Spartacus und Philo. My mafoniq connec- 
tions were formerly exten five, and my publication enti- 
tled Eighteen Paragraphs concerning Mrtc .M&fonrjj 
. procured me more acquaintance with Free Mafons of 
the greateft worth, and of , Illuminati equally upright, 
perfonsof refpeSabiUty^and knowledge, whp hitfl difco- 
vered and repented the trick and inveigling cjonduQ. of 
the Order.. All of us jointly fwore oppofitioa t<> thf //- 
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t&riinMi) and my friends confidered me as ai$>roper in- 
Arurtient for this purpofe. To whet my zeal, they put 
papers into my hands which made me (hudder, and raif- 
ed my diflike to thehigheft pitch. I received from theih 
lifts of the members, and among them faw names which 
I lamented exceedingly. Thus flood matters in 1790, 
tfhen the French Revolution began to take a ferious 
turn. The intelligent faw in the open fyftem of the Ja- 
cbbftis the complete hidden fyftem of the Illuminate 
We knew that this fyftem included the whole world in 
its aims, and France was only the place of its firft explo- 
fion. The* Propaganda works in every corner to this 
hour, ai)d its emiflaries run about in all the four quarters 
< of the world, and are to be found in numbers in every 
city that is a feat of government." 

" He farther relates how they in Vienna wanted to 
enlift him, and, as this failed, how they have abufed him 
even in the foreign newfpapers. 

M I have perfonal knowledge (continues he) that in 
<Jfermahy a fecotid Mirabeau, Mauvillon, had propofed 
in detail a plan of revolution, entirely and precifely fuit* 
ed ta the prefent -ftate of Germany. This he circulated 
itttt6hg feveral Free Mafon Lodges, among- all the Illu- 
minated Lodges which Hill remained in Germany, and 
through the hands of all the emiffaries of the Propagan* 
da* whd had been already difpatched to the frontiers 
f^orpojien) of every diftrift of the empire, with means 
for ftirring up the people." (N. B. in 1792 Mauvillon, 
ifihdkig abundant fupport and encouragement In the ap- 
pearance of things round him, when the French arms 
had penetrated every where, and their invitations tore- 
"volthad ntet with fo hearty a reception from the difcon- 
temed-ia every ftate, came boldly forward, and, in the 
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Brunfwick Journal for March 17925 declared th^t ^J* 
heartily rejoiced in the Frepch Revolution, wilhediit#ll 
Ijuccefs, and thought himfelf liable to no reproach wl*ea 
he declared his hopes that a fimilar revolution would 
Ipeedily take place in Germany.") 

. . r . .... - » 

♦In the Hamburgh Political Journal, Auguft, Sep. 
teraber, and O&ober 1790, there are many proof* of 
the machinations of emiffaries from the Ma/on Lodgti ok 
Paris among the German Free Mafons — See pages tgfif 
963, 1087, &c. It appears, that a club has taken tte 
name, of Propaganda, { and meets once a-week atleaftr 
in the form of a Mafon Lodge. It; confifts of *perfon* 
of all nations,, and is under the dife&ioa of tiie Grand 
Mafter, the Duke of Orleans. De Leutre is on$4 # 
Wardens. They have divided Europe into colonies to 
yrhich.they give revolutionary names,' fuch as, the Gap* 
the Pike, the; Lantern, Sec. ' They have minifter$ in 
thefe colonies. ( One is pointed out in Saxony, by 
marks which I prefume are well underftood.) A 
prefs was found in Saxe Gotha, furniflied with German 
types, which printed a feditious work called the 
nal of Humanity. This j ournal was found in the WW 
ings lying in the ftreets and highways. The hotife be- 
longed to an Illummatus of the name of Deport, a p&>? 
fchoolmafter-— he was aflbciated with another in Straf- 
burg, who was alfo an Illuminatus.—His n mc was 
Meyer, the writer of the Stntfburg Newfpapen He 
had been fome time a teacher in Salzmann-s aeades)V 
who we fee was alfo an illuminate, but dilple^fed with 
. their proceedings almoft at thefirft. (Private Correl- 
pondence.) ... 

" I have perfonal knowledge, (continues Profcffor 
Hoffmann) that in 1791, during the temporary dearth at 
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Vienna, feVcm^ of thefe emiffarles were bufy in corrupt- 
k*g the minds of the poor, by telling them- that in like 
manner the court had produced a famine in Paris in 1 789/ 
I detefted fome of them, and expdfed them in my. Pa- 
triotic Remarks on the prefent D earthy and had the fa- 
tisfa&idn offeeing my endeavours of confiderable effefl." . 

-* Surely thefe fads ftiow that the Anarchifts of Frap.ce 
knew of the German Illuminati, and confided in thei^ 
fupport. They alfo knew to what particular Lodges 
they could addrefs them felves with fafety and confi- 
dence.— But what need is there of more argument, whea- 
we know the zeal of the Illuminati, and the unhoped for 
opportunity that the Revolution had given them of aft ^ 
ingwkh- immediate effeft .in carrying on thqr great an£ 
darting work ? Can we doubt that the;y would ; eagerly* 
put their himd to the plbugh ? And, to, cqmplete the, 
proof, do we riot know from theiifts found in the fecret : 
cotrefpondence of the Order, that they already had 
Lodges * in France, and that in iygfo and 1791, many 
I {laminated Lodges in Germany, viz. at Mentz, Worms,- 
Spire, Frankfort, a£lually interfered, and produced , 
great effe&s. In Switzerland too they were no lefs ac- , 
tive. They had Lodges at Geneva . and at Bern. At 
Bern two Jacobins were fenttenceid to feveral years im.. 
prifonment, .and aniong their pape/s ^ete "found their t 
patents fcf Illumination. I alfo fee the fats of Geneva 
aferibed to the operations^ Illuminati refiding there by: 
fev«af writer*— particularly by Girtanner, and by th*. 
Gottitogen editor of the He volution Almanac. 

I conclude this article with an.extraft or. two from, 
the proceedings of the^National AtTembly- and Convcn- 
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tion, which make it evidept that their principles and 4w 
pradice arc precifcly thofe of the lliuminau, on a gjrs^t 
fcale. - ; . 

When the affutnption of the thichy of Savoy as an 
$4th Department was debated, Danton faid tQ the Con- 
vention, 

<f In the moment that we fend freedom to a nation 
on our frontier, we muft fay to them, You muft have no 
more Kings— for if we are furrounded by tyrants, thth 
coalition puts our own freedom in danger.- — When the 
French nation fent us hither, it created a great commit- 
tee for the general infurreftion of the people.* 1 

On the 19th 6f November 1793, it Was decreed, 
That the Convention, in the name of the'Yrench na- 
tion, tenders help and fratentity to all people who would 
recover their liberty." 

On the 2ift of November, the Prefident of the Con- 
vention faid to the pretended deputies of the Bucfcy of 
Savoy, u Reprefentatives of an independent people* 
important to mankind was the day when the National 
Convention of France pronounced its fenteoce, Rty/tl 
dignity h aboli/hed.*-From that day many nations wtH 
in future reckon |he*era of their political exiftence 
From the beginning of civil eftabUftmenfcs-Kirtgs have 
been in oppolkion to their nations--*-but now they rife 
up to annihilate Kings.-^Reafon,' when foe darts her 
rays into every corner, lays open eternal' truths — She 
alone enables us to pafs fentence on defpfcts, hitherto 
the frare-crow of other nations/' ^ 

But the moft diftinQ: exhibition of principle is to be 
feen in a report from the diplomatic corftmittee^ who 
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Wer* cdntaniffibncd to deliberate on the condii& which 
France was to hold with other nations. On this report 
was founded the decree of the 15th of December 179$. 
The Reporter addrefles the Convention as follows. * 

u The Committees of Finance and War alk in the be- 
* ginning, What is the objeft of the war which we have 
taken in hand? Without all doubt the objeft is the 

ANNIHILATION OF ALL PRIVILEGES, WAR WITH 
THE PALACES, PEACE WITH THE COTTAGES. Thefc 

&re the principles on which your declaration of war is 
founded. All tyranny, all privilege, muft be treated as 
an enemy in the countries where ye fet our foot. This 
is the genuine refult of our principles.— But it is n6l 
^•ith Rings alone that we are |o wage war — were thefe 
our Tote enemies, we fliould only have to bripg down 
*en or twelve heads. We have to fight with all their ac- 
complices, with the privileged orders, who devour and 
have oppreffed the people during many centuries. 

We muft therefore declare ourfchres for a revolution* 
wry power in all the countries into which we enter (loud 
applaufes from the AffemMy)^-Npr need we put on the 
cloak of humanity— wc difdain fucft little arts.— We 
Tttiuft clothe ourfelves with all the brilliancy of reafon, 
and all the force of the nation. We need not mafic our 
^nctples- — the defpots know them already. The firft 
thing we muft do is to ring the alarum bell, for infurrec- 
tfon and- uproar.— We muft, in a folemn manner, let 
the people fee the banifhment of their tyrants and privi- 
leged cafts^otherwife, the people, accufton^d to their 
fetters, will not be able to break their bonds. — It will 
effeft nothing, merely to excite a rifing of the people — 
this Would only be giving them wbrds inftead of {landing 
them; - 
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- ** And fince, in this manner, we ourfelves are the Re- 
volutionary Aminiftration, all that is againft the rights^ 
the people muft be overthrown, at our entry — We muft 
difplay our principles by a&ually deftroyingall tyranny; 
and our generals, after having chafed away the tyrants 
and their fatelhtes, muft proclaim to the people that 
they have brought them happinefs ; and then, on (he 
fpot, they muft fupprefs tithes, feudal rights, and every 
fpecies of fervitude." . 

<€ But we fhall have done nothing if we ftop here. 
Ariftocracy ftill domineers — we muft therefore fupprefs 
all authorities exifting^in the hands of the upper claffe^ 
— When the Revolutionary Authority appears v there 
muft nothing of the old eftablifhment remain. — A por 
pular fyftem muft be introduced — every office ro&ft4>e 
occupied by new fun&ionaries— and tbt Sanfculottes 
muft every, where have a ftiare in the Admkiiftration. 

" Still nothing is done, till we declare aloud the prt- 
cijion of our principles to Xuch as want only a half free- 
dom. — Wc muft fay to them — If you think of compro- 
mifirig with the privileged cafts, we cannot fuJFer fuck 
dealing with tyrants — They are our enemies, and w$ 
muft treat them as enemies, becaufe they are neither for 
Liberty nor Equality.- — Show ypurfelves difpofed to re- 
ceive a free conftitution — and the. Convention will not 
only ftand by you, but will give you permanent fup* 
port ; we will defend you againft the vengeance of your 
tyrants, againft their attacks, and againft their return.*— 
Therefore abolifli from among you the Nobles — and 
every ecclefiaftical and military incorporation. They 
are incompatible with Equality .-^-Henceforward you 
*ire citizens, all equal in rights — equally called upon to 
rule, to defend, and to ferye your country ^Tbe age*itt 
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•oipthfe French Republic will inftm& and aflift yotf m 
„ fernftng a free conflitutiony and affurc you of happineft 
. itnd fraternity." 

> This Repott was loudly apptauded, and: a decree 
formed in precife conformity to its principles.— Both 
'were ordered t6 be tranflated into all languages, and co- 
pies tp.be/urniihed to their generals, with orders to have 
them carefully difperfed in the countries which they ir>-> 
vaded. " 

-And, in completion of thefe decrees, their armies 
found it eafy to^olle& as many discontented or worth- 
iefs perfons m anyricountry as fufficed for fetting up a 
tree of liberty. This-* they held as ^fufficient call for 
their interference.-— Sometimes they performed this ce r 
ffemofiy* difemJHves-^a reprefentation was eafily made 
; up ift the fame way— and then, under the name of a free 
conftitution, the nation was forced to acquiefce in a form 
cli&ated at the point of the bayotict, in which they had 
not^the fmalleft liberty to choofe — and they were plun- 
dered of all they had, by way of compenfattng to Frafice 
lop die trouble fhe had taken*-— And thisr they call Li- 
berty. — It needs no pomment. — • 

Thtis I have attempted to prove that the prefent aw- 
ftii filiation of Europe, and the general fermentation of 
the public mind in all nations, have not been altogether 
the natural operations of difcon tent, oppreiSon, and- mot: 
ral corruption, although thefe have been great, and have 
operated with fatal energy ; but that this political fever 
has been carefully and fyftematically heightened, by bo- 
dies of taen, who profeffed to be the phyhcians of the 
State, and, while their open pra&ice employed cooling 
medieina^ and a treatment which alb apprcvedyadtainif- 
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tfcrecUn fecret the moft inflammatory pMfMs,whichtbef 
made up fp as to flatter the difeafed fancy of the patient* 
Although this was not a plan begun, tamed offfr, and 
completed by the feme perfons, it was undoubtedly alt 
-uniform tad ctfn&ftcnt febeme, proceeding oh the fata* 
^unvaried principle, and France undoubtedly now (marts 
under all the woes of German Illumination. : ' 

I beg leave to fuggeft a few thoughts, whjch in^y eg*? 
ble \is to draw" fome advantage from this (hocking ma& 
of information. . , ..;v„: 

' , - * * * 

General Reflections. 

I. I may obferve, in the jirft place, and I bcg ttmsf 
be particularly attended to, that inatithofe villainous 
•machinations againft the peace of ; thte wodd, the attack 
has been firft made on the principles of Morality and 
-Religion- The confpirators few that till thefe ate ex* 
tkpated, they have no chance of fuecefs ; and their mik* 
ner of proceeding feews that they con fider Religion and 
Morality as infeparably conne&ed together. We learn 
much from this-— Fas eft tt ab hojlc doceri. — They en- 
dearour to deftroy our religious fentiments, by firft cor- 
rupting our morals. They try to inflame our pajfions, 
•that when the demands from this quarter become urgent, 
the reftraints of Religion may urimediateiy <:ome in fight* 
and ftand in the way. They are careful, ox\ this occa- 
fion, to give fuch a view of thofe reftraints, that the real 
origin of them does not appear.— We are made to be- 
lieve that they have been altogether the contrivance of 
Priefts and defpots, in order to get the command -of us] 
They talce care to fupport the fe aflertions fey fe6h> 
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wfeicb, to oar great fhamc* ancbgreatsr misfortune, are 
but too Bumerau^^-Having Aow the paffions on their 
they ftidflo difficulty in perfuading the voluptuary, 
the difcontented, that tyranny a&ually exerted, or 
tefolved on in future, is the fole origin of religious re* 
fttiint. He feeks^io.further argument, and give* him- 
felfno trouble to find any. Had he examined the mat- 
ter with any car^ he would find himfelf juft brought 
back to thofe very feelings of moral excellence and mo- 
r*l -depravity that he wifhes to get rid of altogether ; and 
thefe would tell him that pure Religion does not Jay a 
fingte reltraiat on us that a noble nature would not have 
laid on itfelf — noi enjoins a fingle duty which an ingenu- 
ous and warm heart would not be afhamed to find itfelf 
deficient ra. He would then fee that all the fanflions 
of Religion are fitted to his high rank in the fcale of ex- 
igence. f And the more he contemplates his future prof- 
gj£bi the rnoie they brighten upon his view, the more 
attainable they appear, and the mors he is able to know 
what they may probably be* Having attained this hap- 
py .ftaie of mind (an attainment in the power of any kind 
beart that is in earneft in the enquiry) he will think that 
-a^^punilhmf nt is too great for the unthankful and grove- 
ling fou},which can forego fuch hopes, and rejeft thefe 
ttoble pmffers^ for the comparatively frivolous and tran- 
fitory gratifications of life* He is not frightened into 
worthy and virtuous condu& by fears of fuch merited 
punilhment ; but, if not enticed into it by his^igh ex- 
pectations, he is, at leaft, retained in the path^ of vir- 
tue by a k ,kind of manly fharne. 

v.. But all this is overlooked, or is kept out of fight, in 
rile iuftru&ions of Illuminatifm. In thefe the eye muft 
he kept always dire&ed to the Defpot. This is the bug- 
heat, and every thing U made to connect with preient qp 
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future tyranny and oppreffion — Therefore Religion is 
held out as a combination of terrors — the invention of 
the ftate-tools, the priefts. But it is noteafy to fiifle 
the fugge (lions of Nature — therefore no pains are fpafed 
to keep them down, by encreaiing the uncertainty and 
doubts which arife in the courfe of all fpeculations on 
fuch fubje&s. Such difficulties occur in all fcientific 
difcuflions* — : Here they muft be numerous and embar- 
raffing — for in this enquiry we come near the firft prin- 
ciples of things, and the firft principles of human know- 
ledge. Th? geometer does not wonder at railiakes even 
in his fcience, the molt firaple of aU others. Nor does 
the mechanic or the chemift rejefl, all his fcience, becaufe 
he cannot attain clear conceptions of Tome of the natur- 
al relations which operate in the phenomena under his 
confideration. Nor do any of thefe ftudents of nature 
brand with the name of fool, or knave, or bigot, another 
perfon who has drawn a different conclufion from the 
phenomenon.-^ — In one point they all agree — they find 
themfelves poffefied of faculties which enable them to 
{peculate, and to difcover ; and they find, that the ope- 
ration of thofe faculties is quite unlike the things which* 
they contemplajte by their means— and they. /cdajat^- 
faElion in the foj- 'ejfion of thevi^ and in this diftinBion.— 
But this feems a misfortune to our Illuminators. I have 
long been ftruck with this. If by deep meditation I hav* c 
folved a problem which has baffled the endeavours of 
others, 1 Ihould hardly thank the perfon who convinced 
me that my fuccefs was entirely owing to the particular 
ftate of my health, by whiQh my brain was kept free froni 
many irritations to which other perfons are exppfe^ 
Yet this is the conduft of the Illuminated— They * rc 
abundantly felf-conceited ; and ytt \\y6y continually en- 
deavour to deftroy.all grounds of felf-eftiraation. — They 
rejoice in every difcovery that is reported to tbem oi. 
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fome refemblance, unnoticed before, between mankind 
and the inferior creation, and would be happy to find 
that the refemblance is complete. It is very true, Mr. 
Pope's " Poor Indian, with untutor'd mind," had no 
Qbje&ion to his dog's going to heaven with him ; 

" And thinks, admitted to that equal fky, 
His faithful dog lhall bear his company." 

This is not an abjeQ:, but it is a modeft fentiment. 
Biit our high-minded philofophers, who, with Beatrice 
in the play, " cannot brook obedience to a wayward 
piece of marl," if it*be in the lhape of a Prince, have 
far other notions of the matter. Indeed they are not yet 
agreed about it. Mr. de la Metherie hopes, that before 
the enlightened Republic of France has . got into its 
tfeensy-he ftiall be" able to tell his fellow-citizens, in his 
Journal de Phytfique^ that particular form of cryftalliza r 
tidn which men have been.accuftomed to call God.— 
Dr. Prieftly again deduces all intelligence from elaftic 
undulations, and will ptobably think, that his own great 
difcbveries have been the quiverings of fome fiery marftt 
miafma. While Pope's poor Indian hopes to take his 
,dog to heaven with him, thefe Illuminators hope to die 
like dogs, and that*both foul and body lhall be as if 
they never had been. 

Is not this a melancholy refuU of all our Illumina- 
tion ? It is of a pit&e with the. termination of . the ideal 
Philofophy, viz. profeffed and total ignorance. Should 
not this make us ftart back and hefitate, before we pout 
like wayward children at the rubs of civil fubordination, 
and before we make a facrifice to o*ur ill humour of all 
that we value ourfelves for ? Does it not carry ridicule 
and abfurditv in its forehead ? — Such affertionsof per- 

S s 
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lonal wOfth and dignity (alwayfc excfeptmg Princes and 
priefts) and Aich abjeft acknowledgements wortMeff-' 
nefs.—*-Does not this, ofitfelf, fcow that t&ere is fome 
radical fault in the whole ? It has all fcrffeh from what 
they have called llhininatibn^ and this turn* 6Ut to be* 
worfe than darknefs— But we alfo know . that it has all 
arifen from felf-conceited difcontent, and that it has 
been brought to its prefent ftate by the rage of fpecula- 
tion. We venture io)nk the queftiofi to any iiian's 
confcience — -whether difcontent did not ^precede his 
doubts kbout his own nature, and whether he has hot 
'encouraged the train of argument riifct tenddd to degrade 
him. " Thy wifh was father, Harry, to that thought." 
• — Should hot this make Gs diftraft^ at leaft, the opera- 
tions of this faculty of oiir mind, and try to moderate 
fend check this darling propenfity ? It feemfe a misfor- 
tune of the age — for we fee th&t it is a natural fouree of 
xlifturttence and revolution. Butitere k will be ffitme- 
'diately foid, " What, muft we give over thinking — be 
iia longer r&tibnal creatures, and believe every lie that 
is told us ?" By no means. Let us be rtally rational 
creatures — and, taught hy experience, let us, in aflour 
Tpeculations on fubje&s which engage the p&ffions, guard 
-ourfelves with, the moft anxious dhre againftthe rift of 
having our judgments warped by otirdefires. There k 
no propenfity of our nature of which the proper and mo- 
deft indulgence is not beneficial to ttiafi, and whidh is 
-not hurtful, when this indulgence is carried too far. 
And if we candidly perufe the page of hifto*y, we f fliall 
• be convinced that the abufe is gre^t ih proportion as the 
fubjeft is important. What has been fo rulnoufly^per- 
verted as the religious principle ? What htfitid ftlperfti- 
' tion has it not produced ? The Reader will hot, I 'hope, 
take it amifs that I prefume to dire&'his attention to 
fome maxims which ought K> conduct a prudent man in 
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hi* indulgence of a fpecuUtive difpofitipn, and apply . 
them to the cafe in h^ntf. 

1 Whoever will for a while c^ft off his attention from 
the common affair* of life, tj^e Curgs hominu^ ef rtrurq 
fiondus inane , apd wjll bi^t reflect a littl^e on that won- 
derful principle within him, which carries him over the 
whole uniyerfe, and {hows him U$ various relations — 
Whoever alfo remarks wh*t a Itfs than nothing he is, 
Vhen compared with this yqmeafureable fcene*— Who? 
ever does this, cannot but fpel an inexprefiible pleafure 
in the cpn^emplatipn.~-He muft rife in his own eftjma- 
tion, and be difppfed to cherifli witty fondnefs this prin- 
ciple which fo eminently raifes him above all around 
him. Of ial) the fources of human vanity this is f urely 
*he mpft manly, the moft exc\jfable, and the molt likely 
to be extravagantly iadulgefl.— We may be certain that 
it will be fo indulged, «*r?d (hat men will frequently fpe- 
pulate fpr the fake of fpecjjl^tion ajone, and that they 
will have too much confidence in the rellilts pf this favo- 
rite occupation, — As there have been ages of indolent 
and abje& credulity and fuperftition, it is next to cer- 
tain that there are alfo time? of wild and extravagant fpe- 
culation — and when we fesji becoming a fort of general 
paffioB, we may be certain that this is a cafe in point. 

This can hardly be denied to be the charafler G f the 
.prefent day* It is not denied. Oi? the contrary it is 
igloried in, as the prerogative of the l&th century. All 
rtbe Speculations of antiquity are confidered as glimmer- 
ings (with the ex^ptipns of a few brighter flaflitis) when 
.compared with our prefent meridian fplcndor. We 
♦ftipitfd therrfore liften with caution to the inferences 
from this boalled Illumination. Alio, when we reflect 
on what paffes m pur own minds, and on what we ob- 
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fcrvc in the world, of the mighty influence of our de- 
fires and paflions on our judgments, we fliould care* 
fully notice whether any fuch warping of the belief is 
probable in the prefent cafe. That it is fo is almoft cer- 
tain — for the general and immediate effeft of this Illu- 
mination ,is to leflen or remove many reftraints which 
the fanflions of religion lay on the indulgence of very 
flrong paffions, and to diminHh our regard for a certain 
purity or correflhefs of manners, which religion recom- 
mends,* as the only conduct fuited to our noble natures, 
and as abfolutely neceffary for attaining that perfe&ion 
and happmefs of which we are capable. — For ftirely if 
we take away religion, it will be wifidom " to eat and to 
drink, fince to-morrow we die." If moreover, we fee 
this Illumination extolled above all fcience, as friendly 
to virtue, as improving the heart, and as producing a 
juft morality, which will lead to happinefs, both for 
ourfelves and others, but perceive at the fame time thai 
thefe aflertions are made at the expence of principles, 
which our natural feelings force us to venerate as fu- 
preme and paramount to all others, we may then be cer* 
tain that our informer is trying to miflead and deceive 
us. — For all virtue and goodnefs, both of heart and con- 
duft, is in perfeft harmony, and there is no jarring or 
inconfiftency. But we muft pafs this fentence. on the 
do&rines of this Illumination. For it is a melancholy 
truth that they have been preached and recommended, 
for the mod part, by clergymen, parifh-minifters, who, 
in the prefence of invoked Deity, and in the face of the 
world, have fet their folemn feal to a fyftem of do&rines 
dire&ly oppofue to thofe recommended in tbeir writ- 
ings; which do&rines they folemnly profefs to believe, 
and folemnly fwear to inculcate. — Surely the informant, 
ons and inftru&ions of fuch men fhould be rejected.— - 
Where fhall we find their real opinions ? In their lo- 
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lcmn oaths ? — or in thefe infidel differtati oris ?— In either 
cafe* they are deceivers, whether miflead by vanity, or 
by the>meari defire of church-emoluments ; or they are 
proftitutes* courting the fociety of theoweahhy and fen*' 
fual. Honefty, like juftice, admits of no degrees. A 
man is honeft, or he is' a knave— and who would truft a 
knave? But fuch mert are unfuitable inftrufto'rs for 
another reafon — they are unwife; for, whatever they 
may think, they are not refpe&ed as n^en of worth, but 
are inwardly defpifed as parafites, by the rich, who ad- 
mit them into their company, and treat them with civU 
lity, for their own reafons. We take inftru&iom not 
merely from the knowing — the learned — -but from the 
wife — not therefore from men who give, fuch evidences 
of weaknefs. , 

- Such would be the conducl of a prudent man, who 
liftens to the inftruftions of another with the ferious in- 
tention of profiting by them. In the prefent cafe, he 
fees plain proofs of degraded' fclf eftimation, of diflio- 
nefty, and of mean motives. But the prudent man will 
go further — he will remark that di{Tolute manners, and 
actions which are inevitably fubverfiveof the peace and 
order, nay, of the very exiftence of fociety, are the na- 
tural and neceffary confequences of irreiigion. Should 
any doubt of this remain in his mind ; (hould he fotne-- 
times think cf an Epeftetus, or one or two individuals of 
antkjuity, who were eminently virtuous, without the in- 
fluence of religious fan£licns, he fhould recoiled, that 
♦the Stoics were animated by the thought, that while thfe 
wife man was playing the game of life, the gods were 
looking on,' and pleafed.with his {kill. Let him read the 
beautiful account given by Dr. Smith, of th<* rife of the 
Stoic philofophy, and he will fee that it was an artificial, 
but noble attempt of a few exalted minds, enthufialts in 
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virtue, aiming to Reel their fouls againft the dreadful but 
unavoidable misfortunes to which they were continually 
expofcd by the daily recurring revolutions in tbs turbu- 
lent democracies of ancient Greece. ^.There a Philofo- 
pher was this day a Magi (Irate, and the next day a cap- 
tive and a Have. He would fee, that flus fair pi€tur$ of 
mental happinefs and independence was fitted for the con- 
templation of only a few choice fpirits, but had no influ- 
ence on the bulk of mankind. He mull admire the no- 
ble characters who were animated by this manly cmbufi-, 
arm, and who have really exhibited fome wonderful pic- 
tures of virtuous beroifm ; but he wUl regret, that die 
influence of thefe manly, thefe natural principles, was not 
more extenfive. He will lay tohimfelf, How will % 
whole nation aft, when religious fan&ions ar£ reuaovedt 
and men are aftuated by reafon alone ?" — He is not with- 
out inftru&ion on this important rubje6L France has 
given an awful leflbn to furroundrag nations, by Slew- 
ing them what is the natural effeft of Shaking off the re- 
ligious principle, and the veneration for that pure mora- 
lity which charaflerifes Chriftianity. By a decree of the 
Convention (June 6, 1794) it is declared, that there is 
nothing criminal in the promifcuous commerce *>f the 
«fexes, and therefore nothing that derogates from the fe* 
male chara&er, when woman forgets that fee is the de- 
pofitary of all domeftic latisfa&ion — that her honor is the 
focred bond of focial life — that on hermodefty and de- 
licacy depend all the refpeft and confidence that will 
ttiake a man attach himfelf to her fociety, free her from 
labour, fharewith her the fruits of all his own exertions, 
and work with willingnefs and delight, that fee may ap- 
pear on all occafions his equal, and the ornament of atl 
his acqnifitions. In the very argument which this fe- 
Icftcd body of fenators has given for the propriety of this 
decree, it has degraded woman below all eiiimatioo. 
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4 * It is to prevent her from murdering the fruit of un- 
lawful love, by removing her fhame, and by relieving 
her from the fear of want." The fenators fay, " the Re- 
public wants citizens, and therefore muft not only re- 
move this temptation of ihame, but mutt take care of the 
fiiothcr while 1he nurfes the child. Jt is the property of 
the nation, aftd muft not be loft." The woman all the 
while is confidered only as the (he animal, the breeder of 
Sanfcalottes. This is the jujl morality of Illumination. 
It is really amufmg (for things revolting to nature now 
amufe) to obferve with w&at fidelity the principles of the 
Hhminuti have expnefled the fentiments which take 
pofieffion of a people who have fhaken off the &n£Hons 
of religion and morality. * The following is part of the 
addrefs to Pfycharion and the company mentioned in 
page *02 : 46 Once mope, Pfycharion, I indulge you 
with a look behind you to the flowry days of childhood. 
Mow lock, forward, young woman ! the holy circle of the 

marriageable (mannbaren } welcome you. Young 

men, honor fihe young woman, the future breeder (geba- 
*rerin) /" Then, to all. — Rejoice in the da wn of 1U 
•Itiminatkm and Freedom. Nature at iaft enjoys her fa- 
-cred nev^f&ikig eights. Long was her voice kept 
*dtoWP by civil fobordmation ; but the days of your ma. 
jority now draw migh, and you will no longer, under the 
authority -of guardians, account it a reproach to confidcr 
with enlightened ?eyes the fecret workftiops of Nature, 
-and to enjoy your wosk and duty." Minos thought this 
very fine, but it raifed a terrible difturbance, and broke 
-up the aflembly. Such are the effe&s of this boafted en- 
lightening of the human mind with refpefl to religion and 
- morality. X*et us next confider what is the refult of the 
mighty informations which we have got in refpect of our 
facial or political -conne&ions. 
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1 1. We have learned the fum-total of this political Il- 
lumination, and fqe that, if true, it is melancholy, 
ftru&ive of our prefent comforts, numerous as they are, 
and affords no profpefct of redref$ from which we can. 
profit, but, on the contrary, pi unge.s man kind into con- 
teft, mutual injury, and uniyerfel mifery, (> and all this 
for the chance onjy of prevailing in the conteft, and gi^n 
ing our pofterity a chance of going on in peace, if ao 
change fhall be produced, as in former times, by theef- ; 
forts of ambitious men. But the Illumination appear* 
to be partial, nay falfe. What is it ? It holds out to the 
Prince nothing but the refignation of all hi$ pofleflions, , 
rights, and claims, fanftioned by the quiet poflefliop of 
ages, and by all the feelings of the human heart whidi : 
give any notion of right to his loweft fubjeft. , All thefe 
pofTeffions and claims are difepvered to haye artlen from 
ufurpations, and ar'e therefore tyranny. It has beei* dis- 
covered, that all fubordinate fubje£tions were enforced, 
therefore their continuance is Jlavery. But both of thefc 
hiftorical aflertions are in a^ great degree falfe, and the 
inferences from them are unreafonable. The wo^ld has 
gone on as we fee it go on at prefent. Moft principali- 
ties or fovereignties have arifen as we fee perfonal au*. 
thorities and influence arife every day among ourfelyes. 
Bufinefs for the whole muft be done. Moil men are . 
fufficiently occupied by their private affairs, and they 
are indolent even in thefe — they are contented whejrano- 
therdoes the thing for them. There is not a little viL . 
lage, nor a fociety of men, where this is not feen cve^ry 
day. Some men have an enjoyment in this kind of vi- 
carious employment. All men like influence and pqwer r 
and thus are compenfated for their trouble. .Thus ma- 
ny petty managers of public affairs arife in every coun- 
try. The mutual animofuies of individuals, and ftill 
more, the animofuies of tribes, clans, and different af- 
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fociations, give rife to another kind of fuperiors — to 
leaders, who dire& the ftruggles of the reft, whether for 
offence or defence. The defendants of Ifrael faid, " they 
wanted a man to go out before the people, like other 
nations/' As the fmall bufinefs of a few individuals 
requires a manager or a leader, fo do fome more general 
affairs of thele petty fuperiors, and many of thefe alfo 
are indolent enough to wifh this trouble taken off their 
hands ; and thus another rank of fuperiors arifes, and a 
third, and fo on, till a great State may be formed ; and 
in this gradation each clafs is a competent judge of the 
condu&of that clafs only which is immediately above ifr. 
All this may arife, and has often arifen, from voluntary 
conceffion alone. This conceiI*on may proceed from 
various caufes — from confidence in fuperior talents — 
from confidence in great worth — moft generally from the 
refpeft or deference which all men feel for great poffef- 
fions. This is frequently founded in felf-intereft and ex- 
pe&ations of advantage ; but it is natural to man, and 
perhaps fprings from our inftinclive fympathy with the 
fatisfa&ions of Others — we are unwilling to difturb them, 
and even wilh to promote them. 

But this fubordination may arife, and has often ari- 
fen, from other caufes— from the love of power and in- 
fluence, which makes fome men eager to lead others, or 
even to manage their concerns. We fee this every day, 
and it may be perfectly innocent. It often arifes from 
the defire of gain of one kind or another. Even this 
may frequently be indulged with perfeft innocence, and 
even with general advantage. Frequently, however, 
this fubordination is produced by the love of power or 
of gain puflied to an immoderate degree of ambition, 
and rendered unjult. Now there arife oppreffion, ty- 
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ranny, fufferings, andflavery. Now appear & an oppo* 
fition between the rights or claims a£ the ruie$ and of 
the people. Now the rulers cemt to con&dser them- 
(elves as a different ciafs, and their tranfe&ioes a*e now 
only with each other.— *Prinfce becomes the rivat or the 
enemy oF Prince ; and in their eomefts oae prevail 
and the dominion is enlarged. This rivalfhip taay haite 
begun in any rank of ftiperiors, even between the firft 
managers of the affairs of the finaUeft conaflwnities £ and 
it muft be remarked that they only are tits immediate 
gainers or lofers in the* conteft, while thofe below t&tin 
live at eafe, enjoying many advantages of the delegation 
of their own concerns. ' 

No human fociety has ever proceeded fmtfefym ei- 
ther of thefe two ways, but there has always besra a mix; 
ture of both.~But this pracefs is mdifpeniabfy ocefcf* 
fery for the formation of a great nation and far all the 
Confequences that refult only from fuch a eoalttion:— ' 
Therefore it is neceffary for gmng rife to aiithofe com- 
forts, and.luxuries, and elegances, Whicker* to be found 
only in great and cultivated ftates. It is necefl&ryfo* 
producing fuch enjoyments as we fee around li s ia Eu- 
rope, which ve prizfe fo highly, and for which w^are^ 
making all this ftir and difturbance. I believe that no 
man whp expe&s to be believed will' flatly fey that hu- 
ijaan nature smd human enjoyments are not meliorated by 
this cultivation. — It feems to be theintentidtvof nature,; 
*nd, notwithftanding the follies and vices of many, we 
can have little hesitation in faying that there are iirthe 
moll cultivated nations of Europe, arid even ia the high- 
eft ranks of thefe nation^ men of great virtue and worth 
and of high accomplifhment— Nor can we deny that 
fuch men are the fineft fpecrmens of human nature* 
Rouffeau wrote a whimfisal pamphlet in which he had 
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the vanity to think that be had prbved that alt thefe fruits 
of cultivation were k) fifes to humanity and to virtue- 
Yet Rouffeau could not be Contented with the foeiety of 
the rude and unpoliflafcdv although he pretended that be 
artraa almofi the foleworfliipper of pure virtue. — He fup- 
ported hi#ifclf, not by aflifting the fimple peafant, but 
by writing mufic for the pampered rich. 

. This is the circanfftaace;entirdy overlooked, or art- 
-folly kept out of fight, in the boafted Illumination of 
thefe tbys. No attention is paid to the important chan- 
ges which have happened in national greatnefs, in nati- 
onal conneftion, in national improvement*— yet we ne- 
ver think 6f parting with any of the advantages, real 0* 
•imaginary, which thefe. changes have produced~nor da 
we refletl that in order to keep a great nation together— 
to make itafifc with equality, or with preponderancy, 
among other nations, the individual exertions muft be 
concentrated^ muft be directed—- and that this requires a 
ruler v«fted with fupreme power^ and inter ejled by fonte 
grtai and endearing motive, fuch as hereditary poffeffioft 
of this power and influence, to maintain and defend this 
coalition of men. — All this is overlooked, and we at- 
tend only to the fuboxdination which is indifpeftfably 
ncceffary* Its grievances are immediately felt, and 
they are heightened ten fold by a delicacy or fenfibility 
jwbkh fprings from the great improvements in the accom- 
modations and enjoyments of life, which the gradual 
ulurpation and fubiequent fubordination have produced 
and continue to ft^pport. But . we are determined to 
Have the elegapce and grandeur of a palace without the 
prin«e.~ We will not give up any of our luxuries and 
refinements* yet will not fupport thofe high ranks and 
thofet nice minds which produced . them, and which muff 
eoatinue tq keep them from degenerating into barbarous 



Digitized by 



T" 

3^0 THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

fimplicity and coarfe fetrfuality. — We would keep the 
philofophers, the poets, theartifts, but not the Moece^ 
nafes. — It is very true that in fuch a ftate there would 
be no Conjuration des Philofophes ; for in fuch a ftate 
this vermin of philofophes and fcribblers would not ha ve 
exifted. — In fliort, we would have what is impoffiWe. 

I have no hefitation in faying, that the Britiftr Coo* 
ftitution is the form of government for a great an<t}z€r 
fined nation, in which the ruling fentiments and proper- 
fities of huiban nature feem moft happily blended and 
balanced- There is no occafion to vaunt it as the an* 
cient rights of Britons, the wifdom of ages, <fee. It 
* has attained its prefent pitch of perfe&ion by degrees, 
and this not by the efforts of wifdom, but by the .drag- 
gles of vice and folly, working on a rich fund of good 
nature, and of manly fpirit, that are confpicuous in .the 
Bntifh character. I do not hefitate to fay that this is the 
only form of government which will admit and give ftiU 
exercifetoall the refpeBable propenfities of our nature* 
with the leaft chance of diilurbance, and thegreateft 
probability of man's arriving at the higheft pitch of im- 
provement in every thing that raifes him above the beafts 
of the field. Yet there is no part of it that may not*, 
that is not, abufed, by, pufhing it to an improper length, 
and the fame watchful care is neceffary for preferving x 
our ineftimable bleflings that was employed in. acquiring 
them.- — This is to be done, not flying at once to an ab- 
ftraQ; theory of the rights of man. — There is an evident 
folly in this procedure. What is this theory ? It is the 
beft general fketchohat we can draw of fecial Hfe, de- 
duced from our knowledge of human nature.-— And what 
is this knowledge ? It is a well digefted abftraft, or .ra- 
ther a declaration of what we have obferved of human ac* > 
tions. What is the ufe therefore of this intermediate 
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•piftm^jthis theory of the rights of man ?*— It has a chance 
oP being unlike the original— it muft certainly* have im- 
ferfeftioiis. — Therefore it can be of no ttfe to us.— We 
'fh©uld go at once to the original— we fhoiild confider 
httvt fbtri have dBed>+-what have been their mutual expect 
tatiorts*— their fond pr6$enfkies— what of the fe are incon- 
fiftent with each other — what are the degrees of indulg- 
ence which have been admitted irrthem all without dif^ 
tarbance* T wilt venture to fay that whoever does this, 
•witKfind liimftHnm^erceptibly fet down in the BritifH 
|>artiArftettt of Kitfg, Lords, and Comntons, all looking at 
other with fomewhat of a cautious or jealous ey£, 
-while thfc rdl of the nation are fitting, each under his 
x>WA vfrifc, and under his own fig-tree, and there is none 
ic* make him afraid/' 

A fhoft Valtrable refutt of Rich contemplation will be 
a thorough conviftion that the grievance which is moft 
ctamorouilyinfifted on is the inevitable confequence of 
the liberty and fecurity which we enjoy. I mean minif- 
terial corruption, with all the di final tale of placemen, and 
penfioners, and rotten boroughs, &c. &c. Thefe are ne- 
ver feefi in -a defpotic government — there they are not 
WLanted-^nor can they be very apparent in an uncultiva- 
ted* and poor ftate — but in a luxurious nation, where 
pleafures abound, where the returns of induftry are fecure; 
here an individual looks on every thing as his own acquf- 
fitibn^he does not feel his relation to the ftate — has no 
psltrioiffin-^-thinks that he would be muchhappfer if the 
ftate would let him alone. — He is fretted by the reSraints 
which the public weal lays on him — therefore gdvern- 
mem and governors appear as checks an<J hindrances to 
hi& exertions— hence a general inclination to refill adrai- 
mltemon.— Yet public btifinefs muft be done, that we 
may lie down and rife again hi fafcty and peace.— -Admi- 
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niftration rauft be fupported— there are always ferGot** 
who wifti to poffefs the power that is exercifed by the 
prefentminifters, and would turn themouu — How is aU 
this to be remedied?— I fee noway but by applying to 
the felfifh views of individuals— by rewarding tbe*$iewls 
pf adtniniftration — this, may be done with petfeft virwe 
.—and from* this the felfiflv will conceive hopes, and will 
fupport a virtuous, miniftry — but they are as ready to 
help a wicked one.— This becomes the gr^atefl misfor- 
tune of a free nation.— Minifters are tempted to. bribe— 
and, if a fyftematic oppofition be confidered >s a ne^eC- 
fary part of a pra&ical confutation, itisaUnoft indifpe^r 
fable — ancLit is no where fo prevalent as in a pwe dc? 
mocracy. — Laws may be contrived to make it very trou- 
blefome — but can never extirpate it, nor greatly dk&ir 
nifli it — this can be done only by defpotiftn, or by nati- 
onal virtue.— It is a fhameful ^omplaiftt-Mve ftKM*ldnot 
reprobate a few minifters, but the thoufands who take the 
bribes. — Nothing tends fo much to diminish it hi a cor^ 
rupted nation as, great limitations to the elegibility of re*- 
prefentatives— and thw is the beauty of our conftkutiom 

We have not ditj 'covered, therefore, by this boafted IK 
lumination, that Princes and fuperiors are ufelefs, and ^ 
jnuft vanifli from the earth; nor that the people have now 
attained full age, and are fit to govern themfelves. Wc 
- yant, only to revel for a little on the laft fruits of natir 
pnal cultivation, which we would quickly confume, and 
never allow to be raifed again. — No matter how this pro* 
grefs began, whether from conceffion or ufurpation— Wc 
poffefs it, and if wife, we will preferve k, by preferving 
its indifpenfable fupports. They have indeed beeir fre- 
quently employed very improperly, but their ipoft per- 
nicious abufe has been this breed of fcribbling verntin, 
which have made the body T politie fmart in every limb. 
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; rHear what opinion was entertained of the fages of 
^Prance-by their Prince, the Father of Louis XVI. the 
unfortunate martyr of Monarchy, " By the principles 
of our new Philofophers, the Throne no longer wears 
Ae fpleudouf of divinity They maintain that it arofe 
from violence, and that by the fame juftice that force 
ere&ed it, fo* ce ?may again ftiake it, and overturn it, 
The people can n^ver give up their power. They only 
let it oin for iheir own advantage, and always retain the 
-right la refemd the coatrafl, and re fume it whenever 
their personal advantage, their only rule of condutl, re- 
^uire^ifc Our phjlofbphcrs teach in public what our 
paffions fuggeft only in fecret. They fay to the Prince 
that all is permitted only when all is in his power, and 
'that hi* duty is fulfilled when he has pleafed his fancy. 
3Theny forely^, if the laws of felf-intereft, that is, the felf- 
of human paffions^ fhall be fo generally admitted, 
that we thereupon forget the eternal laws of God and of 
Nature all conceptions of right and wrong, of virtue and 
vice, of goodandevil,muft be extirpated from the humaft 
heart. The throne muft totter, the fubje&s mull become 
unmanageable and mutinous, and their ruler hard-heart- 
ed and inhuman; The people will be incefiantly r |ithet 
,«pprB{Ted,orin an uproar." — "What fervice will it be if I 
oader fuch a book to be burnt — the author can write 
- another by tomorrow." This opinion of a Prince is 
wipolifhed indeed, and homely, but it is juft. 

• Weifliaupt grants that " there will be a terrible con- 
vulsion, and a-ftorm — but this will be fucceeded by a 
calrn^the unequal will now be equal— and when the 
;<aufe of diffeniiqn is thus removed, the world will be in 
•peace." True, when the caufesof dirTenfion arc remov- 
ed. Thus, the deftru&ion of our crop by vermin is at 
at an end when* »^ flood lias fwept every thing away-^ 
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but as new plants will fpring up ift the walte, and* i£nt>c 
inltantly devoured, will again caver the ground with-vcr* 
dure, fo the induftry of man, and bis d^fire of icomfort 
and confideration, will again accumulate in the hands of 
the diligent a greater proportion of the good things of Irfei 
Jn this infant flate of the emerging remains <>f former xui^ 
tivation, comforts, which the prefent inhabitants of Ea- 
rope would look on with contempt, will be great* tnU 
proper, and hazardous acquifitions. The principles 
which authorife the propofed dreadful equal Hation will 
asjuftly entitle the idle or unfuccefsful of future days to 
ftrip the pofleflbr of his advantages, and things rati ft ever 
remain on their favage level. * v** 

III. I think that the impreffion which the infincesity 
of conduft of thofe inftru&ors will leave or the mind, 
muft be highly ufeful. They are evidently teaching 
what they do not believe themfelves-*— -and here I dp not 
conRne my remark to their preparatory do&rines, which 
they afterwards explode, I make it chiefly with refpeft 
to their grand oftenfible principle, which pervades tbe 
whole, a principle which they are obliged- to adopt 
agahjft their will. They know that the principles of- 
virtue are rooted in the heart, and that they can paly be 
fmothered — but did they pretend to eradicate them and 
proclaim hominem homim lupurn^ all would fpurn at theic : 
inftru&ion.. We are wheedled, by, tipkling pur fancy 
with the notion that facred virtue is not only fecure, but 
that it is only in fuch hearts that it exerts its native ener- 
gy. Senfible that the levelling maxims now fpoken of, 
are revolting to the mind, the Illuminators are under 
the neceflity of keeping us from looking at the {hocking 
pifture, by difplaying a beautiful fcene pf Utopian hap- 
pinefs — and they rock us.afleep by the .eternal lullaby 
of morality and univerfal philanthropy. Therefore the 
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foregoiftg Miration of the perfonal eohdtrft of ihcfe m- 
ftru&ors and reformers of the world, is highly ufeftil/ 
AH this is to be brought about by the native lovelinefs 
of pure virtue* purged &f the corruptions which fuj>er- 
ftittotw fears have introduced, and alf& purged of the 
fdfiflk thoughts which are avowed by the advocates of 
TbhH their opponents call true religion. This is faid to 
bo&t forth eternal rewards to the good, and to threaten 
the wicked with dreadful puhifhment. Experience has 
jfhown how inefficient fuch motives are. Can they be' 
btherwife, fay our Illuminators ? Are they not addreff- 
ed to at principle that is ungenerous and felfifli ? But our 
4oftrihes, fay they, touch the hearts of the worthy.' 
Virtue is beloved for her own fake, and all will yield to 
her gende fway. But look, Reader, look at Spartacus 
the muf deref^^-fct Cato the keeper of pbifons and the 
thief— Look at Tiberias, at Aleibiades, and flie reft of 
the Bavarian Pandemonium.— Look at Poor Bahrdt.— * 
Go to Franee-~4ook at Lecjuinio— -at Condbrcet.^ — • 
Look tt the Monfter Orleans.— All were liars. Their 
divinity had no influence on their profligate minds. 
They only wanted to wheedle you* by touching the? 
firings of humanity and goodttefs whkh are yet bracedF 
up in your heart, and which will ftill yield fweet harmo- 
ny if you wiH accompany their notes with thofe of reli- 
gion, and neither elog them with the groveling pleafure* 
6f feftfe, nor damp the whole Wrth the thought of eter- 
nal filence. 

* Dje h- M*!h*n*fay* (Jwr^ dt Ptjfi Nov* fjg%) that Coiv 
dorcct was brought up in the houfe of the old Duke of Rpchefou* 
fault, who treated him as his fon — gpt Turgot to create a lucra- 
tive office for him, and faifed him to all his eminence — jet hepur- 
fued him 'with matf clous report* — and aiftually employed ruffians 
to affaffinate him. Yet is Cdndorcet's writing a mo4tl of hum** 
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. A moft worthy and aecompUflied gentleman, who 
took refuge in this country, leaving behind him his pro- 
perty, and friends to whom he was raoft tenderly attach- 
ed, often faid to me that nothing fo much affe&ed him 
as the revolution in the hearts of men.— Characters 
which were unfpotted, hearts thoroughly known to fcim- 
fclf, having been uied by many things which fearcjb the 
ipraoft folds of felfifhnefs or malevolence— in fhort, j>er- 
fons whofe judgments were excellent, and on whofe 
worth be could have* refted his honor aqd his life, fo 
fafcinated by the contagion, tliat they came a$ laft to 
behold, and even to commit the moft atrocious, crimes 
with delight.— He ufed fometimes to utter a ligh which 
pierced my heart, and would fay, that it was caufed by 
fbme of thofe things that had come aqrofs his thoughts. 
He breathed his laft among us, declaring that it was im- 
poffible to recover peace of mind, without a total obli- 
vion of the wickednefs and tniferies he had beheld-— 
What a valuable advice, " Let him that think^th he 
ftandeth, take heed left , he fall." — When jthe prophet 
told Hazael that he would betray his Prince, he ex- 
claimed, " Is thy fervant a dog, that he fhould do jfuch 
a thing?'* Yet next day he murdered him. 

. Never, fince the beginning of the world, has true re- 
ligion received fo complete an acknowledgment of her 
excellence, as has been extorted from the fanatics who 
have attempted to deftroy her. Religion ftopd hf^heir 
way, and the wretch Marat, as well as the fteady villain 
Weifliaupt, faw ihat they could not proceed 1 till they 
had eradicated all fentiments of the moral 'government 
of the univerfe. Human nature, improved as it has 
been fry Religion, flirunk from the talks that were im- 
pofed, and it muft therefore be brutalized — The grand 
confederation was folemnly fworn to by millioJas in every 
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corner of France— but, as Mirabeau faid of the decla- 
ration of the Rights of Man, it muft be made only* the 
" Almanac of the bygone year" — Therefore Lequinio 
njuft write a book, declaring oaths to be nonfenfe,,un- 
worthy of fanfcuiottes, and all religion to t>e a farcfc. — 
Not long after, they found that they had fome ufe for a 
God— but he was gone— and they could .not find _ another. 
-r-Their conftitution was gon^— and they have not yet 
found another.— What is now left them on which they 
can depend for awing a niaa into a refpeQ; for trujh ia 
his judicial declarations ?— what but the honor of a Ci- 
tizen of. France, who laughs at all engagements, wjaich 
be has broken again arid again.— Religion has taken off 
with her every fenfe of human duty. — -What can we ex- 
pert but villany frojn an Archbifhopof Pa^is, ^ndhis 
chapter, who made a public profeflion that they . had 
been playhig the villains for many years, teaching what 
tbey thought to be a bundle of lies ? What but the very 
thing which they have done, cutting each others throats. 
Have notihe enlightened citizens of France applauded 
the execution of their fathers ? Have not the furies of 
Paris denounced their own children ? — But turn your 
eyes from the horrifying fpe&acle, and think on your 
own noble defcent and alliance. You are not the accU 
dental produ&ions of a fatal chaos, but the work of a 
Great Artift, creatures that are cared for, bom to no- 
ble profpects, and conduced to them by the plaineft and 
molt limple precepts, " to do juftly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly before God," not bewildered by 
the falfe and fluttering glare of French Philofbphy, but 
xondufted by this clear, fingle light, perceivable by all, 
** Do to others what you fhquld reafonabiy cxpeflthein 
to do to you/' % 

------ - - ■ V- - • • - . 
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* Think not the Hafc whcfe Ibbcr roicc jopJv&r* 
Coatra&s with WgotfVown her fttllen hrewv 
/ CalU round Religions orb the mite o£frear/ 
Or (hades with horrOr what *ith fbules ftiodW 

tfc— &e would warm you. with fcraphtc fire, 

Heirs as ye are of Heaven's eternjaJ iay» ' 
WduW bid y6u boldly to that Heaveft a4J>ire, 

Not fink ahd fluifiber in your tells of day. 

is this the bigot's rant? Away ye rain, • t r 

Your doubts, your Fears, in gloomy dnlnefe ft*eg> f 

fbotheyfcurfcfcls inficltneft, death, or pain, ' > : * 
With the fed folate of eternaUke^. 

VetVnow, yain foeptks, know, th' Almighty Mind*. \ :t 

Who breath'd on man a portion of his fire, 
iade his free foul, by earth nor time ctmfin'd, 

To Heaven, immortality bfyii*. 

N&r (hall thispile of ho$e his botaty rear'd, 

By vain philosophy be e'er deftroyM ; 
feterhity, by all Or hop'd dr feared, 

Shall he by all or fufier'd or e^try* d. 

The uoforturtatc Prince who has taken refuge in this 
kingdom, and whofe fituation among us is an illuftxiow 
mark of the geoerofity of the nation, and of the Sove- 
reignty of its laws, faid to one of the Gentlemen about 
him, that " if this country was to efcape the general 
wreck of nations, it would owe its prefervatton to JUh* 
giofi/'^ When this wa* doubted, and it was obferved, 
that there had sot been wanting many keJigionifts ia 
France; "True," 'bid the Prince, " but they were 
not in earneft.—I fee here a ferious intercft in the thiag. 
The people know what they are doing when they go to 
church— they underftand fomethmg of it, and takcaa 
intereft in if." May his obfervation be juft, and his^x- 
l^&auons be fulfilled ! " 
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Z IV* I would again call vtyofrmy country waw^o ^fuli 
the moft earneft concern, and befeech thctti to confidttr 
$is fubje& as of more particular importance to them- 
fclm than even to the men.— While woman is confider-* 
ed ?* a refpeftable moral agent* training ak>j*g with 
ourfelves for endlefc improvement ; then, and only thtn* 
will Ihe be confidered by lordly roan a$ his equal ;«wthen, 
and only then, will fte be allowed to have any rights* 
and tbofe rights be refpefted. Strip women of this pre* 
rogative* and they become the drudges of man's iado* ' 
knee, or the pampered, play things of his idlehojLMr^ fob- 
jeftto his caprices, and flaves to his mean paffions. Soon 
will their prefent empire of gaila&try be over, It is a 
refinement of manners which fprang from Chriftianity ; 
wdvhefl Chriftianky is forgotten^ thrs artificial diadem 
will be taken from their heads, and, unlefs .they adopt the 
ferocious fentim^nts of their Gallic neighbours, and join 
in the general uproar, they will fink into the infigmficaTice 
of the women in the turbulent republics of Gtecce,- 
where they are never feen in the bufy haunts of men, if 
ive except four or five, who, during the couxfe ofast&a- 
ny centuries, emerged from the general obfcurity, and 
Appear in the biftoric page, by tkm wcommm *b\ea% 
and by the facrifke of what my fair coirotry womsn i)iU 
ftokl to be the ornament of their lex. I would r<cmiri<$ 
them that they have it w their poster to letsun their pre^ 
fem honorable Ration in fociety. Tbey are our early 
inftru&ors, and while mothers in the refpc&ablc ftations 
of life continued to inculcate ontbe t«rierro3ndb;o£«heir 
fons a veneration for the precepts of Rt3igion> %hfcfc ^ cli- 
ent children, ^receiving their ioftruSipns along wJtb the 
jaffe&ioaate earetfes \ of their mothers, got Jmpreflrons 
•which Jong retained .their force* $tnd wbicJ) prote&ed 
..them from the impulfesof youthfulpaffiom,ull>rip§ning 
years fitted their minds for liftening to ferious infiruQi- 
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on from their public teachers, Sobriety*ahd decency of 
manners werethen no tlur on the charafter of a youth, and 
he was thought capable of ftrugglingfor independence* 
or preeminence, fit either for fupporting or defending 
the ftate, although he was neither a toper nor a. rake. I 
believe that no man who has feen thirty or forty years o£ 
life will deny that the manners of youth are fadlychang r 
ed in this refpeft. And, without prefuming to fay 
this has proceeded from the negleft, and alraoft total cefc 
fation of the moral education of the nurfery, I think my r 
felf well warranted, from my own observation* to fay 
that this education and the fober manners of £oung mei* 
have quitted us together. 

■i 

Some will call this prudery, and croaking. But I ant 
almoft tranfcribitig from Cicero, and from Quintiltan.—. 
Cornelia, Aurelia, Attia, and other ladies of the firft 
rank, are praifed by Cicero only for their eminence in this 
refpeft ; but not becaufc they vercjingular. Quintili- 
an fays that in the time immediately prior to his own, it 
had been the general prafticeof the ladies of rank to filler* 
intend the moral education both of fons and daughters. 
But of late, fays he, they are fo engaged in continual and 
corrupting amufentents, fuch as the Ihows of gladiators t 
horfe-racing, and deep play, that they have no time, and 
have yielded their places to Greek governeffes and tu- 
tors, outcafh of a nation more fubdued by their own vi- 
ces than by the Roman arms. I dare fay this was laugh- 
ed at, as croaking about the corruption of the age. 
But what was the confequence.of all this.?— The Ro- 
mans became the mod abandoned voluptuaries* and* t<* 
preferve their mean pleafuresy they crouched ^ willing- 
(laves to a fucceffion of the vileft tyrants thai ever«dil-* 
graced humanity. ~'* 
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: What a noble fund of felf-eftimation would our fair 
partners acquire to themfelves, if, by reforming the . 
manners of the young generation, they fhould be the 
means of reftoring peace to the world ! They have it in 
their power % by the renewal of the good old puftom of 
early inftru&ion, and perhaps ftill more, by impreJfing 
On the minds of their daughters the fame fentimenfs, and 
obliging them tQ refpeft fobriety and decency in the 
youth, and pointedly to with-hold their fmiles and civi- 
lities from all who trgnfgrefs thefe in the fmalleft degree. 
This is a method of proceeding that will mofi certainly. , 
he vi'£lo?'ious. * Then indeed will the women be the fa- 
viours of their country. While therefore the German 
fair have been repeatedly branded with having welcomed 
the French invaders,* let our Ladies ftand up for the 
honor of free-born Britpns, by turning againft the pre^ 
tended enlightcners of the world, the arms which nature 
has put into their hands, and which thofe profligates 
have prefumptuoufly expc&ed to employ in extending 
their influence over mankind. The empire of beauty* 
is but fhort, but the empire of virtue is durable ; nor is 
there an inftance to be met with of its decline. If it be 
yet poffible to reform tlje world, it is poffihle for the 
fair. By the cbnftitutioh of human nature, they mu ft 
always appear as the ornament of human life, and be 
the objetts of fondnefs and aftetlion ; fo that if any' 
thing can make head againft the felfifh and overbearing 
difpofitions of man, it is his refpe&ful regard for the fci: ' 

. * I have met with this charge in many places ; and' one book 
in particular, written by a Pruflian General Officer, who was in 
the conntry over-run by the French troops, gives a detail of the cor - 
duel- of the women that is very remarkable. He alfo fays, that in- 
fidelity has become very prevalent among the ladies in the higjxer 
circles. Indeed this melancholy account is to be found in :nar»y 
paflages of private ccrreipa&dcnce of the Uluminati. 
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But rarre fondncfchas but little of the rational creature 
in it, and we fee it harbour every d$y in the breaft that 
is tilled v^ith the meaneft and molt turbulent paffions. 
No where is it fo lirong as in the harems of the eaft ; and 
as lon$ as the women afk nothing of the men but fond- 
nefs and admiration, they will get nothing elfe— they 
will never be refpe&ed. But let them roufe themfelves, 
affert their dignity, by fhewing their own elevated fen- 
timents of human nature, and by aBing up to this claim, 
aiKl they may then command the world. 

V. Another good confequence that (hould refult from 
the account that has been given of the proceedings of 
this confpiracy is, that fmce the fafcinating picture of 
human life, by which men have been wheedled into im- 
mediate anarchy and rebellion, is infineere, and a mere 
artificial creature of the imagination, k can have no ftea- : 
dinefs, but muft be changed by every freak of faricy, or 
by every ingenious fophift, who can give an equal plau- 
libility to whatever fuits his prefent views. It is as much 
an airy phantom as any other whim of Free Mafonry, 
and has no prototype, no original pattern in human na^ 
ture, to which recourfe may always be had, to correft 
roiftakes, and keep things in a conftant tenor. Has not 
France given the moft unequivocal proofs of this ?* Was 
not the declaration of the Rights of Man, the produftion 
of their moft brilliant Illuminators, a piQure in ahJiraB^ 
•where man was placed at a diftance from the eye, thatJitf 
falfe light of local fituation might pervert the judgment 
or engage the- paflions t Was it not declared to be the 
mafterpiece of human wifdom ? Did not the nation con-^ 
fidep it at leifure ? and having it continually before theii: 
eyes, did they not, ftep by ftep, give their aflent to the 
different articles of their Conftitution, derived from it, 
and fabricated by their moft ehpicfe IllumiMtor* ? And 
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8i #not this Conftftutiori draw thd appliufes of the ferial 
geniufes of other nations, who by this time wet<e bufy ift 
"perfuading, fach his cotiritryitoen, that they were igno- 
ramuses in fbttifH^ patteritflaves of oppreffion or 
of aridfcnt 1 prejudices ? Did not panegyrics on it ifiue 
fi*6m ^eVery^^rret in London ? ' Where is it how ? where 
ii ' its fiiccefiSf ? Has any one plan of government fuo- 
fifl&d, efccept while it was Supported by the incontroula- 
-bie^and inexorable power of the guillotine ? Is not the 
prefent adminiftration of France as much as ever the ob- 
jeft of difcontent and of terror, and its coercions as like 
•sbrever to the fumntery juftice of the PaWfian mob ? Is 
tftefe &riy ^rdbability of its permanency in a ftate of 
peace, when the fears of a foreign enemy no longer give 
a cohfdlidation to their meafures, and oblige them ei- 
ther to agree among themfdves, or immediately to perifli? 

• r vi. The above accounts evince irv the moft uncon* 
trdvartible rrtanner the dangerous tendency of all myfti- 
*;al fociettes; and of all aflbciations who hold fecret 
meetings. We fee that their uniform progrefs has been 
from frivolity and rionfenfe to wickednefs and fedition. 
-Wsifhimpt has been at great pains to fhow the good ef- 
-fefts of fecrecy in the Affociation, and the arguments 
^fe valid for his pui^ofe.-^But- all his arguments are fo 
manydiffuafive advices to every thinking and fober mind. 
The man who really wifhes todifcover anabftrufe truth 
Will place him felf/ if poffibte, in a calm, fituation,' and 
w4H by no means expfcfe himfelf to the impatient hank- 
ering for fecrets and Wondets — and he will always fear 
that a thing which refolutely conceals itfelf cannot bear 
the' light. All who have fcriouflly employed themfelves 
in the dirdb^ery of l&ith K&ve found the great advanta- 
ges* 'of 1 open communication ©f ' fentimenu And it is 
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l^aioAxomoiCMi Jfestfc to inwgipe ifyt there is any thing 
/of vaft LmporUDce, to nwnl^d vttwc^^s .y^t a ifegrct, and 
which muA be ?kqpt * feqj&et in^arder^o be ufeful. T ( h» 
4$ againft 4be whole experience (>f isankrod-^ And fu*ely 
lo bug in one's hreaft a4ecset offi^jaighty i^jporunoe* 
is to give the lie to aftxwr prafeflions <*f bHttfeerty Jo&re* 
What a fcJecifia! aiecret to enjighjen i;efpm tfcf 
whole worlds We reader aH qmot ea&ay s impotent 
jwhen we grafp at a thing l?qy ond w -power* jL#t an^t 
lactation be formed with a fcrrou* pWo for rf foffiiinj 
its own ireflcihert, and Let them ox lend thsir Wpibere 4* 
proportion as tfc*ey f ucccsd— this o**ght d& 6«pe g^od.-^r 
$ut nxuft the way of doing thi$ he a feccet #r-Jt snay b$ 
to many— +who will not look far ;k wfce*e<it *& be ,feg§4 
—It is this, '* 

* c Do good — feek peace — airf ptariue It.* 

&utitis akpoit fronting d*e reader ^offiipffefe Wgu- 
jnents 0epo(laFy on this poutf. If t&cge fee ajeece/JHy 
forXecifecy, % pwpofe of ihe AfecjwipA ilteliter ft^ 
#olous, or it is felfiflu . > 

Now, either cafe, the jdaagor ef &eh focret afew- 
Jbliesis wawfeft — Mere frivolity can never feiaottfly.oo* 
/cupy-msn come to >a®e. Md aceafdiftgly we fee th* 
in every quarter of Europe where Free /Jfoforoy 
been eftabiifeed, the Lodges have become £b«4bedk ^f 
public mifchief. I believe that no ordinary Brother 
will fay, that the occupation* in, the lodges are any 
$hiflg better than frivolous, very frivolous indeed. J&g 
diftribution of charity needs be no fecret., audit is hut a 
yery fmall part of the employment ^ nbe masting.-^ 
.This being the cafe, it is in human^ature th^t the great- 
er we fuppofe the frivolity of fuch an affoqiation to he* 
the greater is the change jpf its sealing to give ftiificicat 
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octttJpatf on to the raindl, and the greater is obc rifl^r that 
cbe uied tings- may be Bmpl&pe&w mhetfpui*pbfes whkk 
require cofteeafanrim. Whtkr thfe happens^ JbULiatereft 
alone muft peoastpt androia, and now* tWre ism* length 
that feme mem wilt rtbt g©v ^shea they thmk themfelve* 
in danger of detection aiid puniflimetrt. The wife** 
yro«ec8n^i<rftlwfeortt fociaws of #re$ Mafotteo*tl& 
Continent (and I a*o auihorifed to fayv (bme Lodge* 
in Britain) have taken one turn, and this turn is perfeft- 
l*ntttu*ati teattcmwtmi theware Mei^ctf Beemious 
oiortri& Swfh' Uiin wtih fa%a*t as &fe opportunity <*f 
iadui^iag theif wk* In t&m& and fafccafiif; and tf#y ar# 
pfeafed wkh thtf Support afrotham.— The d^fir^ <rf m*k^ 
img pTTstefies is m ev%tp bmft-^atid it is- wlteflfcd by 
ihe reftraint^ of ftttietffr^Aifd ail coEuntri&havfe dfffcon* 
temed aten, whofe gramWiiig^ wilt raife difeoiwent iri 
others, who might »ot ha?e attended to fome df the? 
triflirtg hardflii^ and mjttrie^ thty iter* wkh, had they 
Hot been remirtdeA ol th^m. To be difeontcriwd^ and not 
fo think c£fche»M ©f rfecfrefcy is what w« cannot think 
natural or manly* ^— and ^Aare can fitch fernkn^nts and 
Schemes? find fucb &fe utterance and fuch probable fup^ 
portas ififa» fettfet f&CHXf t Free Mafonry is innocent 
<tf aii thefe things ; but Free Mafcrvry has been abttfed* 
and at fcaft totally petvened— «nd fo will aad muft any 
foch fecret afiiciation, a* tewg as roea are lieemious it* 
their opinio^ w wicked? ia thek difpofiti>d6^ 
*. 

It were icvkmxly to be wiflted therefore that the whote 
Fraternity would imitate the trufly benevolent condaft 
of tltofe Gea&an Lodges who have formally broken upi 
and made a patriotic facrifice of their amuftment to the 
fefety of the ftate. I cannot think the fecrifice great o* 
coftly. It can be no diffictdt matter to 6ml as pkafaftt » 
way of paf&ig^ yaeant h®ttr**a&d the charitable dec4* 
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of the members need not diminifti in the fmalkft degrees 
Every perfon's Httle circle of acquaintance will give him 
Opportunities of gratifying his kind difpofitions, without 
the chance of being miftaken in the worth of the perfon 
on whom he beftows his favors. There is ao occaSon 
lo go to St. Petcrftmrg for a poor Brother, nor to India 
far a convert to ChrHUanky, as Jong as we -fee fo many 
fuffercrs and infidels among ourfelvcs. 

But not only are fccret fbcietics dangerous, but att-fe* 
cieties whofe objeft is myfterious. The whole hiftory 
of man is a prcxjfc of this .pofitioru In no age or counts? 
has there ever appeared a myfterious aSbcktkm^wbtcjj} 
did not in time become a public puifancc. Ingeniour*r 
defigning men of letters have attempted to Above that 
fome of the ancient myfterics were ufeful to mankind, 
containing rational do&rines of natural religion. This 
yas the ftrong hold of Wei&aupt, and he quotes the 
Eleufinian, the Pythagorean, and other *my fierier - But 
furejy their external figns and tokens were every thing 
that is (hocking to decency and aivil order. It is un- 
common prefumptian for the learned of the x 8th centu- 
ry to pretend to know more about; them than * their con- 
temporaries, the philofophers, the lawgivers of antiquky. 
Thefe give no fuch account of them, I would defae 
^my perfon- \yho admires the ingenious difiertations of 
Dr. Warhurton to read a dull German took, called:^ 
ra8crijlik-der Myjlcricn dcr Altcm, pubHftied at Frank* 
fort in 1787, The author contents himfdf with a pati- 
ent coUe&ipn of every fcrap of every ancient author 
who has faid any thing about 'them. If the reader can 
fee any thing in them but the moft abfurd a&d< immoral 
polytheifm and fable, he muft take words in a fenfe that 
is ufelefs in reading any other piece of ancient compofi- 
tion. 1 have a. notion that the Dionyfiacs of Ionia had 
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femae fciemific feerets, viz. alfcthe knowledge of pra&i* 
-Ca4 mechanics which was employed by their architcdi 
iwtd'engineers, and that they were really a Mafonic Fra* 
tcrmty. Bety dike the I lluminaii, they tagged to. the fe- 
iaretsof Mafonry the fecret o£ dninkennefs and debaack* 
ery y they had their Sifter Lodges, and at laft became 
rebels, fubverters of the States where they were protect- 
ed, till aiming at the dominion of all Ionia, they were at- 
tacked by the neighbouring States and difperfed. They 
were Illuminators too, and wanted to introduce the wor- 
fhip of Bacchus over the whole country, as appears in the 
account of them given by Sirabo.—*- Perhaps the Pytha- 
goreans had alfo fome fcientific fecrets ; but they too 
Krere IHurainators, and thought it their dmy tc* overfe* 
the Scale, and were themfelves overfet. ' ~ 

. Nothing is fo dangerous as a my ftic A flbcration. The 
objeft remaining a fecret in th^ hands of the managers,- the' 
Teft (imply put a ring in their own npfes, by whieh they 
may be led about at ; plea fu re ; and fttll parting after the 
fecret, they are the « better pleafed the 1©& they fee of 
their waiy. A myftical objeft enables the leader to fhift 
his ground as he pleafes, and to accommodate hirafelf ta 
every current faflhion or prejudice. This again gives 
him almoft unlimited power ; for he can make ufe^ of 
thefe prejudices to lead men by troops. He finds them 
already aflbciated by their prejudices, and waiting for a 
leader to concentrate their ftrength and fet them in mo* 
tion. And when once great bodies of men are fet in 
motion, with a creature of their fancy for a guide, even 
the engineer him felf cannot fay, " Thus fer (halt thou 
go, and no farther." 

VII. We may alfa gather from what ^we have feea; 
Hbat all declamations on univerfal philanthropy are dan- 
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Thrir natural arid imm e d iate! efleft dm &* 
mod is to mcfccafe the dtfcamrms op the unfortunate^ 
and of thofe in the labotio** ranks of life. No 1 oaej 
even of the Illuminators, will deny thatihefc tanks maft 
fad filled, if fociety exifts m> any degcee of ctfldvacraa 
whatever, and that there wiilahrtfys be a gtottermw* 
tier of men who have no farther pmfpo& Surely ka 
unkind to put ftieh men as m t mrndl y id mind* of a ftaae m 
which they might be at their eafej and it b unkindadf 
unmixed, becavrfc all the change that tbty wiH prbduc* 
will be, that James wHi ferae John* wh* formerly wai 
the fervarit of James. Such declamations staturalty tend 
to caufc men to make hgWfc of the obligations? aftd done* 
^f common patriotifm, becaufo thefe air repreifc ntcri a* 
fubordinate and inferior to the greater and more: jsobiia 
affe&iom of univerfal benevolence. I do not pretend to 
fey that patriotifm is founded in a iatioaally-peGee&ed 
pre-eminence or excellence of the Society vith which \m 
are conae&ed. But if it be afaft that fociety will not 
advance unkfsc its member? take an; iitterefl: in i£ ami 
that human nature improves only in fociety, fureiy this 
intereft fhoukL be cherHbed in ervery breaft. Perhaps 
national union arifo from national ammoiity;— bat they 
are plainly diftmguifliabic* and union is no* rcceftarily 
produ&ive of injuftice. The fame arguments that hav4 
any force againft patnotifm are equally goodagainft the 
preference which, natural inftinft gives parents for theif 
children ; and furely no one can doubt of *he propriety 
of maintaining this in its full force, fidbjeft however to 
the precifelawsofjuliiqe* 

But I am in the wrong to adduce paternal or filial af* 
feflion in defence of patriotifm and loyalty, fince even 
thofe natural inftinfts-are reprobated by the ffkminati^ 
ashoftileto the all-comprehending phiteitthropy* fclfc 
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.dc la Metherie fays, that among the memorials fent from 
th<? clubs in England to the National Aiiembly, he read 
two (primed) in which the Aiiembly was requeued to 
eftablifh a community of wives, and to take children 
from their parents, and educate them for the nation. In 
full compliance with this dictate of univerfal philanthro- 
py, Weifhaupt would have murdered his own child and 
his concubiae — and Orleans voted the death of his near 

\ Jndeodv of dftttbr jconfcqiieaom of i&jJHMstia^ tkt 
jpoft T»eiawfco}y ctWs laaariuiian whkh it feems m> 
szperaie m iittAeart ;jof jraua*-ftljiis farcin ftjcrifice of 
every affection of the heart ta^.ideal dixk^y^a i»er^ 
creature of the imagination. — It feems a prodigy, yet it 
is a matter af experiehee^ Shaaths farther we advance, 
iff ^mnlyifappofetbat we^juiiraace, in;thckiwwledge 
of xmr memalpo^fif s, due more are our moral feekrcgs 
Jfagttflned and done away. J jmmciter reading, long 
tgo, ^dtirertation tfee aunim$ of miants by a-Fnencb 
-aaademid*^ 

^wpporte hie tfetiotirsrhy tte mfeiflfghtaowa ifan, a Me&fc 

^mUy^ppUcd ^o httb&bami So that U>e rarefy cotrld 
b«i*c«**fiJ«^ tim&vof fttcl&tig'lara. 

.Mr. lie Coan^trel^y^ ifeafit iflbe caatrafted for ti*b; mfem 

urates, m $&cma<, would porbably have explained this 
-by ihe ^^ feafaiiuaic^erijife af pity, a very endearing enra- 
rian,-t-Ba<tiQttr Amleiaikaan, heucrilliimtaated, fohres 
it hy on the ./i^i/te, *^^ on the. nerves of the 

rlkifc, «b4%^ mira, <Ssc, and 

jtioes nstifee** tP^ thifikfthttDgtowg Le Coamre ^as inuch 
-indebted tp \m mother* it w<wld:«n*ufe me to learn 
Akat this was ^^m^Lz£^imti Major x?f the 
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tional Guards of Verfailles, who conntenanced and en- 
couraged the fhocking treafon and barbarity of thofe ruf- 
•fsans on the 5th and 6ih of October 1789. Complete 
(freezing of the heart would (Uhtnltf be the cdHfec ence 
of a theory which could perfe&ly- explain thraftdions 
-by vibration* or cryftallirations, — Nay, any very pen* 
fed thefcry of moral fentiments muftheve fofncthingof 
this tendency .-—Perhaps the ancient fyftems ;of moral 
philofophy, which were chiefly fearches after the Juaai 
mum bonum, and fyftems of moral duties, tended more, 
to form and (treagthen the heart, and producer worthy 
man, than the. mod perfect theory of fBodera times, 
which explains every . phenomenon by means of a nice 
anatomy of Our affettions. ^ 

So far therefore as we are really more ill a noma ted, it 
may chance to give us an eafier vi&ory over the nattrral 
or inftin&iv* attachments- of mankind, and make the fa-, 
crifice to univerfai philanthropy left coftly^to the heart. 
I do not however pretend to fay thai tfcis is really the 
cafe : but I think my fdf fully; warranted to fa?y, lhat in* 
creafe of virtuous* afte&ions in general Jaas not been the 
fruit of modern Illumination. I ,\wiH not agailr ficken 
the reader, by calling his attention to Werfhaupt and fait 
Jlffociates or fuccefTors. But let: us candidiy cemtertt, 
plate the world around and particularly the perpe tor 
al advocates of univerfai philanthropy.: Wfaat have been 
thergeneral etfeds ofabeir continual declamations? Sure* 
ly very . melancholy ; nor can it ealily :be othenvife.%--> 
An ideal ^fiandard is, continually referred to. :3?his i* 
made gigantic, by being always feen indi&inftly^as throL 
a mi ft, or rathec -a. fluttering air. In xompariibn with 
this, every feeling that we have been ^accuftamed to r«* 
fpeft vanifhes as infignificaht ; and, adopting the Jefuiti- 
cal maxim, that " the great endTanftifies every mean," this 
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^^{pid^t «vite whfch i*raft be endured -for it. The 
fc&new ^ that we arc b8*fcin£ feftmiKi^ed'wieh^nor- 
KBOties, f fitch as*bi^titt*}* tc$ the w^kefr fex, crueky tor 
<rfd atge^ wtmtdfi re*ri©«ieht bai%*4ty, that we iiow 
Irea*^iiia^ whitby a ft** 

yeats ^wwbuM feMe fhrunk* back with 446rrorf 
With cold hearts, and a metaphyseal Tcale, we meafure 
the prefcnt miferies of our fellow-creatures* and com- 
jrti*N4iArf%ith thfc accaffititeted mifetfes oPfortrier tifctes* 
0C*£folti€&*hrGw^ art*afb*be<**«Hhe 
ambition of Princes. In this artificial mariner the 
atrocities of France extenuated ; and we flruggle, and 
partly fiiccfeed* in reafoning ourfelves out all th$ feel- 
fcigs whichinffe men together in fotkty.~Thenties of 
fother ? httfbsad, toothev friend-^all tfre ^aband^ned 
for an<e«vtkion Which We muft wen Iteive - to e ttke— 
univerfal philanthropy. But this ^ is 6ld -pervec*^n : of 
nature. " He that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
feetffe haw c*m hfe love God whom he Aath 110* feeh ?' 
SttiHeft can he loye this ideal being^of which be labours 
W conjute up fomeindfftin£t and ilfeeting notion. It is 
aftfo hi^yy^bftifd ; for, in trying to coifc^tte cketim- 
iteft^es whioh coflfei^ute^tiie ei}j<^mel)ts of thh Cmt&tt 
of the Wteidy w® bade to 

the vety ttKkd ie^Ung^ whi^h we are wantonly throwing 
aw»y. Wei&atipt alluws us hy; d^i happ^ds of the 
patriarchal life as the fummum bonum of man. f Butofit 
is any thing more than eating and fleepiog^an^ buitfing 
with the neighbouring patriarchs, it dfttft 'icoufiftuorithe 
domeftic and neighbourly afFeaions/W:<wei^flbthte 
agreeabte moral feeling, ill wjUch are : l# be had miout 
pre fen t Hate in greater abundance..* 
rcq.pVs oh'Z 7 "3 -:r. '-/J */: , V ..<,■ : : .' •! 

J 'j;.: : ;V-v,-iX; - ~'7; „ . ; .: ; 
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#ut tf>i» is al) * PfltfWSP srmtbc. v«k*d wrruptcr* «f 
gwpkiitf few* w. fwb yitv» «f ^ hvw»n*riie*iy* war 

♦•d-w ka4ir*»n4 ttep*wwW:life #«Cvdw the fern* 
9* tickfog «l*e fcwy ,m Arc*&» of th&0e<. 

witfctt* fonnaily.«iqtmf ing *fc»oaki*l»*p««}' Q&* 

' Beatut USe qui procJ ncgafui- 

. . JEqwIly ii*eife&iw : are iher. 4e4feffNiU9iit££ j£«>fimfe 
jwlitifo «m a-ioind filled .w«h fel&fh ( p*$qp» ;-r-»Jtey j«& 
finrei* .fcr • ful«erfttg».-Tti;fcft ttotiof ©rdijwiy ljfe.aw 
tu^MHtin tbe Jwfc pfero, tad Gift** «f WeiW 

graft <rf Liberty isi rwM' Had tbi* tjwt jfc&ttf* tu& 
appeared aod «ufiadus» the imprfftfttiMPtp.- vhi€k*r¥* 
WttQitmiion has wafty p wkwed* *hf iacfoafif • Is , Mm? 
ee&Md arts, and tho. ^p*w««oeti 9W>4ftHaate<Qf 
life . bapfjiatfe* wsftttU. ,tare <#«*»ffitUo > w©uk 
fatty and gradually in all natipa* s . aft* jfcafe wbieb aw 
Ms fartum*? ia paiatof gowretittot *««W**f0.Ki*i 
improved, hkl»y.lw*» wifa^ta^^It^^ 
pf their pre^nt: q»^ay»»i3». ift : xht $Q|fejKp§ : <& mhe* 

iMyhaw confcfc to, b^fi^«a<ih. wijtHlfe Jtf&iRy* 

fuch-as -flritoas t^ 1 *.*^*!****^^^^ 

i' ,t'->" rt.vL < v ! *',; si i. ~ .- 
Inftead of this, the inhabitants of every State are put 
into a fituation where evjtry individual is. alarmed and 
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injured fey the fnsoefttff anodw*^ bttcaof? ail pte^mU 
mm&* trimmh Itfat&fmt thsre rtmft Be pdfpmtld! 
jjeaioufy ahd fttuggtei . P^tnt^s a*e ttch*ia4*n«fcd, 
Aey fos Mi» of ibflr fewer tMBta^ iAd?tfety;fd^iK?tf 

*8<Ube ^So^eMgaMidMriedli lb that*&erty> -'fifclr** 
tnjoytrfin pe«ocy if b^ifl^ fixiai tte cottiitfjh, > 

idfr Awed to refinriate tbeifr turn tafef* fax& a)t afttef* 
wbrch gatfe thetn influence on the public mindf^tud p*f* 

*itk<aii aiotts aiie^tk> <te «wiiinct <rf^Hk^g of Wh^ 

£aft of the 6f -Spaftafcaf and h& 

Afibofelir% in which w* fee more v&&A mtiti srtfifl ihe^ 
chad* for fecilririg |*tt|>y$v thew in hfe aw** condua re* 
%fc&i»g*tlie &i<fei*s1fi Utiiwrfit^ the irijtin^ 
«klnt» hfe giv<& to Then* a*t inett, $6tfa& 

a*d UnOA* «rifertfed4^ 

ifcihe Ele£fc#a#/ th^ ~ahr treated fey S^ktiis ^ 

& atpairts^by ^ti^iM^i^^ie^rv am, td^ndti<^ ytiiftfg 
W^r^e ^<fr hid c&*e y a«4j tb whotii 

have fnuch ihdttlgeii^ be caufes it to be iritiifiated, that 
in tfitqoilft^^l^^&artl^ci^^^ t6d§edf fee viH getihe 
kejtfrf the Afreet-door* fothat he c*ir adam- ***** to 
wilfci In all this cahvaffing«he neve> qfuitfwbe' great obi 
jecly tir* forming me mind of tbeyow^g man according 
ttHM ^#adrp*es bf unrntfak Liberty a*r* Et^udlity, and 
i&^afHpSiif potttf, fellies adt *tf flatoe^ ted even to 
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efccke h» dangerous paffibns. iWT*«iiiy bccertkin$rti*t 
tbtf a**l oMDofim^poydTift with opctate in tbe-fame:WA jn 

men, and we ought thdrefbr*tc> be folkittra&toi ] 
have aH that are the inftrudors of yo«tb r perfcns of the 
noft decant mantwfrs. N*'> qneftiori W rofeifct^ and 
hy^ocrify sMyinlutotthfHa^ 
ate^ifeaoaHhe pupii is u:ie&&M i t*i&i* fcvivBy* 
cafy jfor a fatofifcte pirem to repte&otthe i^ftr^roRrfapd 
on the pupil by fuch a man as the cffe£b of uncommon 
anxiety for h& fefetyJ Whaneis lhereifrf»o ciireilbr tbc 
lax principle! thatin&p fteafc upon * die tender mmd ab* 
is not early pot oil ks guanL Wei&aapt undoubtedly 
thought that AonprincipUs of civil anarchy wouiuiee c*- 
fteft inculcated on mincb that -had i^Jread? fraken <oflWie> 
icftntifrus of Religion, and entetcd into habits of fenfual 
indulgence. ' We ihail be fafe i£ we trufi his judgment 
in this matter.-**— We fiiOuldbc particularly obfervant 
of thfc cbaralfctoand principles of Men of Talents, who 
oflfer tbemfefoctfor. tbefe offices, beeaufe their influence 
muft be vfcry^gRal. Indeed this anxiety lhould extend 
to aH oftce* which iaany way give the holders any re- 
martable influence on the minds of coniiderahle num- 
bers. Such (houkl always be fcHed by men of immacu . 
kte characters and approved principles; and, in time* 
like die prefent, where th^moft effential queftions are 
thefubjefiU of frequent difcufion, we fliould always 
confider with foiae diftruft the tew who^are Virata*- 
ttoos in' declaring their opinio&s oh thgfe queftions. 1 1 2 

It it a great misfortune undoubtedly '^^el.onrfielwa , 
itt a fuuation which makes damp the eryoymcnu iof \ 
life with fo much fufpicioti; >\/Bult''4ie--htftliky(<lf c mm- 
kind fhows us that many grtsafc revolutions ' -have been 
produced by remote and apparently fnvokm^ lAtife*. 
When things come to a-he9ght.ktil^cquentl)r-{^(Krffi^ 



Digitized by 



*EHE TSLENGEL !R2E V0XI?T LO$TT 3% 



l5rfitt(ta3;cto^r^*at any rate mcdicina fcro p&mUrywA ifr 
iaureuch better tCL$>revfM(i t the xiifeafe— ^ri ncifim \ Qb$&rr 
vtnitnii oaurrzUimorbo. / .jj- . - ? 

irr>> ? vri : ; • . • . : • - . . ♦ • .- . • . > r. • 
**sIXv Ndr catrifcbefaid th&uhefe ate vain, fe^rsuv Wcr 
kirow that --..the- enemy a is working; among us, and *tba£ 
thci e are many appearances in thefc kingdoms whi<:li 
&rfiffigl^Tcfi&nKWbthe ornitrivance-ol ibb dangerous Af* 
faoiaiion. We >kiK*w that before, the Order of; Illumi^: 
B^iwas -brakea up; fey the Ele&or of Bavaria, there* 
aaro&^alalcodgffs in Brkain^ apd we may be sertaitv 
thafc ftheyr ace twat 1 alt btoken up. I know ^that the y? are 
ROtyiand that within thefe two years forae Lodges r werd 
igttorant, or afie&edlta ire fo, of the corrupted <prinew 
p^.anddangetCHift^efigns of tbelHutrunatj. ^Tbe cpn^ 
ftitution of the, Order ihows that *hu may be,;for the 
JLaadgos therafeivesjWere illuniiriatied by degrees. ; But £ 
mull remark that -we can hardfy ftjppoferftJUodge to be 
fcftablHhed in any place, untefc there be ferae vecy zeal- 
am Brother at .band to inftru& and dii^etl iu And I 
think thata per fon can hardly beiadvanced as : -fa* as 5 the 
nsk of Scawii -Knight of the Order, and bea fefe man 
either for our church ocftate* I am very well informed 
-tbat there are feveral tbaufands of fubferibing Brethren 
London alone, afid w€ can hardly doubt fbirt tfett ma- 
ny o£4batn«mbw^iRewdiljid¥*n.ceid. Thcyoc^jmhty alio 
ofethe ItiiWttnati i* cmrent kvc^rtatn focieti^s among mi 
Thefeifoqierits^iijjre taken tbe very, name and coaftimti* 
©a of the French and German focieties. Xorre%>s>nd- 

Jfoadt&g fSteK5iet^f-r:€itizen. <rf tbfc .W^rld-^Ub^iy and 
Equality, the? Impnrfctiptibte ?J&gta$ of Man, <fcc* 
•Aod^iruift it not ^acknowledged thafcj>& pwb&c arbi- 
Krs % of ttjer^iry/^fiefit have gr^ily : <baw^A tbe^i^amier 
treatment of theological and jjQ&ig?! wiiu^g^ of iate 
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years ? Till Paine's Age of Reafon appeared? the motb 
fceptical writings of England kept within the bound* ©# 
decency and of argument, and we have not, is the courfa 
of two centuries, one piece that (hoiild be compared 
with many of the blackguard produ&ions erf the Ge&iai* 
preflet* Yet even thofe performances generally *nntd 
with fliarp reproof as well as judicious refutation* Tbitf 
it a tribute of commendation to which «y country^ 
Hioft juftly entitled. In a former part of my Ufc J wad 
pretty converfant in writings of thfe kind, aod hav&fcM 
almoft every Enghfh performance of note/ I carmof 
exprefs the furprife and ^rfguft which I fthmt the namt 
ber and the grofs indecency of the OeTmart diflertatiooi 
which have come in *iy way finfce I began^his ltttkj hit* 
tory-*-and many of thd tides* whkh I ofeftn^ijvtlkrLeipj 
rig catalogues are fuch as I think jk> Btkifti uri*e* would 
make ufe of. I am told that the licentiderfnefs of tb* 
prefs has been equally remarkable in France, even be« 
fore the Revolution.^May this fewfeof propriety and 
decency long continue to proteft u*,aad fspjfcSPt theft** 
tkmal charatter for real good breeding, as ' our attaiiw 
mems in manly fcience have hitherto gained us the i*i 
fpcGt of the far rounding nations. - r- h- : o 

I cannot hdp thinking that Sritifh fentimem, ot> firii 
tt(h delicacy, is changed ; for Pained feook t'w tteatei* by 
moft of our Reviewers with: aivaffelted liberality and 
candour, and is laid before 4he public fe* <juite new 
matter, and a fair field ^for difcuffion^and k'ftrikes ! me 
as if our critics were more careful to let rk^feuit of his 
opponents pais unnoticed than to exp^fe the futility at>d 
rudenefs of this indelicate writer fifth* r£ views ofpot- 
tttical writing we* foe few of tifofe^fcid fen^^wms 
which real love fo&tibt coti&h&titoklgtiv&nmttot woiiM 
induce a writer l^^pl^y in order to* Ieffcii*&* : fft*!§t 
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4|ifdontcm* <5f the pfcople ; and there is frequenfly be- : 
feKtydd a fatirfiiSidrtx. at finding >adiD^iftratton in ftraits^ 
either through ^a»daft or, misfbrtuae. Real love fat 
Our country ind its government would (I think) induce 
a.perfcn to raise* with his criticifms Jipme i'enttmenu of 
fpmpathy, with tbe&raharaffmentjaf arminiftfer loaded with' 
the^bufmefs of a .great nation* ma fitnation never before 
experienced by any miniftciv. nBhe. rcritic wcwild recol- 
kit that the imniftar arman^ fubjeft to error, btit 
mat oeecfiariiy nor altogether ba& ^ButSt feemsto be 
ama^fonied principle withrfoine of 6ot political writers 
an^.revifiwflra thatigovemraentnuift always be in fauk r 
. and that $ very ,thiB<g needsa r^fcwju Suaeh were the 
beginnings on th* cQnmmt* and ye cannot doubt but 
that laittmpts are made to influence the public mind in 
this ejouany, in the very way that has been pia&ifed 

j* X; The (feteft^jIerdoftriDe* of IliuaBsmatifm have 
been; openly pf^whedamong uss* Has not Dr. Prieftiy 
&id^JwthmkJQ ooeief hi? fottern on the Birtninghan* 
ticfts£i# Xhat it the condirioii of other narioas be as 
much improved as that of' Frtoce will be by the chancer 
in her fj&ftem o£ogaveri»e!*^ the great o?ifis^ dreadful 
as>it may; appear^ will be & cort£bBwoa»oti| devcxnly to 
^e.wifeedffbr >^tod though cakmkeus: to many, pett. 
heps toiroariy innocent; pcrfons* w^l be eventually gto* 
ti&t& md happy /Wis not this eqi*nrsle»r to Spartacus 
£*£tn$, ^ Xwesrothqce wifl fae^a ft©nm> a connraifioii^ 
h&%\\ will be eabh again F'-h^Does -Dr. PriefHy think 
tbak*he Brittflk. *tiHpa*t matt safely than their neigh- 
Vwi* i» France 3*i$b their property and honors? fecured 
liy a^^f pef^oabie^ poffeffioo, prote&edby law, and 
a^qai^rptd uiJ»)DAlXwJip wiih and hope that their own 
defcendants may, reap ^be. fruits o£ th^ir honttlt indqftry ? 
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•—Will they make a lefe roaaly ftniggW 1 ?*— Are tfey 
lek numerous ? — Mutt his friends,: his patrons, whom! 
he has4hankod, aadpraifod, and' flattened, yield up all 
peaceably, or fall in the general ftruggle ? This writer 
has already given the moft promifing fpecimens of hi* 
own docility in the principles of Ittummarifm, and has; 
already pafled through feveral degrees of initiation. He 
has refined and refined on Chriftianky/ and boafts, like" 
another Spartacus, th^fche: has, at laft, hit on the true 
fecrct.— *Has tenet been preparing "'the minds of his: 
readers for Atheifm by his theory of -;mind, and by^his 
commentary on the unmeaning jargon of Dr. Hardefi? 
I call it unmeariingijargdn, that I may avoid giving it a 
moreappofite and disgraceful name. * f&r, if intelligence 
and <lefign be nothing but a certain modification of ah© 
vibruiiw^cuLir., or, undulations of -any: kind, what is fii- 
preme intelligence, but a more extenfivc* vand (peflwp* 
they will call it) refined undulation, pervading or mix- 
ingwith all oiheiis? Indeed lit is inth^Vety^irahiieribat 
the unfrerfal operation of intelligence is pretended to be 
expfainsd. . As any new or partial undulation may be 
fupednduced on any other already exiftjtt^' 2nd this 
without the leaft diilurbanceor confufion, for tuiay ttef 
inferior, intelligences iixthe pnivcrfe b^o'niy: fupcrinduc- 
lions on the operations of this;iiaprdme intelligence which 
pervades them alh— And thus sui uhdakKioa ^xtf^hat? 
furely of fomethiog priQr to and in depan dent of this mo- 
dification ) is the caufe of all the: beings icf the ut&ttrfe, 
and of all the harmony and beauty that we obferve.-*- 
And this undulation is the obj*(ftoffldve, and gratitude, 
and confidence (that is, of other kihckof undtihtibns.) 
Fortunately all this has no meanmg.-^But furdy* if any 
thing can tend to diminifli the force-of our religious ftiv- 
!tments,and ibakeallDr. Prieftly's cfi^TCrieiin Chritt^ 
iaiuty infigaificant, this will da it* - > : ^ 
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v Were it poffibje for the departed foul of Newton t6 
feel pain, he would furely recolleft- with regret that 
unhappy hour, when, provoked by Dr* Hodke's charge 
of plagiarifm, he firft threw out his whim of a vibrating 
aether, to fhow what might be made of ah hypothefis.-— 
For Sir I faac Newton muft be allowed to have paved 
thfcvway for much of the atomical philofophy of the mo- 
dems. Newtdn's aether is affum^d as'afac totum by eve- 
ry precipitate fciolift, wha in defpite of logic, and in 
contradi&ion to all the principled of mechanics, gives us 
theories of mufcular motion, of ariiriaal fenfation, and 
even of intelligence and volition, by the undulations of 
aetherial fluids. Not one of a hundred of thefe theorifts 
can go through the fund4tnfental theorem of all this doc- 
trine, the 47th prop, of the 2d book of the Principia, > 
and nor one in a thoufand know that Newton's inveftiga- 
tioro is incondlufive.— Yet they talk of the effefls and 
modifications of thofe undulations as familiarly aAd con- 
fidently as*if they cottld demonftrate the propo>fitibhs iu 
Euclid's Elements. 

Yet firch is the reafbning that fati sfies Dr. Prieftly. But 
I do not fuppofe that he has' yet attained his acme of Il- 
lumination* His gfcnius has been cramped by BHtiHi 
png,udice«.^fThefe. need not fway his mind any longer* 1 
He is now hrthat< " rardtemforis(et loci) f elicit ate , y,bi* 
/entire ipi^ vdis; et qu<& feMias, dicer e lictf*— An the * 
country which was c hon6red by giving the world th^ firft r 
avowed edition. of the Age of Rtafofi) 'with the name 6f 
the ihop .and pubkfcer; I ifiake iid doubt but that' tits 
itwnd will now take a higher 'flight-r-and we may €xpeHf 
to fee him fire "that-tradft" bjr whkli he boafted thdt hfc 11 
would blow up the reli^itflis ^eftabKfhmeht bf Hi^ftupicL * 
and snlkved native ^ country .~feice be Vith'him^BUt 
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I grieve thai he has left any of his friends #ta4 abettors 
among us.— A very eminent one fjxid in a company a Cew 
days ago, that " fie would willingly ^de to tfce knee? 
in blood to overturn the eftablifhment of the Kirk of 
Scotland.* I underftand that he propofe$ tp gp to In- 
dia, and there to preach Chrifti^nity to the natives. Let 
me befeechhim to r^colleft th^t among us Chriftianity is 
ftill confidered as the gofpel of peace, and that it ftrong- 
ly diffuades us from bathing pur feet in blood. 

I underftand that more apoftles of this miffion are 
avowed enemies of all religious eftgLblifhments, and in- 
deed of all eftablilhments of any kind. But, as I do 
not fee a greater chance of one paftor o$ ope patriarch 
being in the right, either as to religions or political mat- 
ters, than a number of paftors or patriarchs, vfho have 
confuhed together, and compared $nd accommodated 
their opinions ; and as I can find nothing but quarrels 
^nd ill-will among independents, I fhould be forry to 
have any of our eftabliihments deftroyed, and aip there r 
fore apprehenfive of fome danger from the zealous 
fpreading of fych do&rines, efpecially 3s they make it 
equally neceffary to ^dmit the preaching up 119 rejigioflj 
spd no civil eftablifhment whatever. 

Seeing that there arc fuch grounds of apprehenfioii* 
I think that we have caufe to he on pur gu^ard, and that 
every man who has enjoyed the fweets of Britifh liberty 
ftiould be very anxious indeed to preferve it. We 
ihould difcourage all fecre^ affemblies, which affprd op-, 
Immunities to the difafFe&ed, ^nd all dpnverfatjons which, 
fpfter any notions of political per£?8jo|i 9 and create* 
hankering* after unattainable happinefs. Theife only in- 
crease the difcontents of the unfortunate, the idle, and the 
.worthleft.^Abovc aU a w$ ihpuld be careful to difcou- 



Digitized by 



\ 



THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. $ 7 t 

rage and check immorality and licentioufnefs in every 
fliape. For this will of itfelf ftibvert every government, 
and will fubjq£t us to the vile tyranny of the mob. 

XI. If there has ever been a feafon in which it was 
proper to call upon the public inftruftors of the nation 
to 6xert tbemfelves in the caufe of Religion arid of Vir- 
tue, it is furely tht preferit. It appears from the tenor 
of the whole narration before the reader, that Religion 
and Virtue are confidered as the great obftacies to the 
completion of this plan for overturning the governments 
of Europe— and I hope that I have made it evident that 
thefe confpirators have prefuppofed that there is deeply 
rooted in the heari of man a fincere veneration for unfo- 
phifticated Vittue, and an affe&ionate piropenfity to 
Religion ; that is, to corifider this beautiful world as 
the production of wifdom and power, refiding in a Being 
different from the world itfelf, and the natural objeft of 
admiration and of love. — I do not fpeak of the truth of 
this principle at prefent, but only of its reality, as an 
impreflion on the heart of man. Thefe principles mull 
therefore b* worked on : — and they are acknowledged to 
be ftrong, becaufe much art is employed to eradicate 
them, or to overwhelm them by other powerful agents. 
— We alfo fee that Religion arid Virtue are confidered 
by thofe corrupters as clofely united, and as mutually 
fupporting each other. This they admit as a fact, and 
labour to prove to be a miftake. — -And laftly, they en- 
tertain no hopes of complete fuccefs till they have ex- 
ploded both* 

This beihg the cafe, I hope that I fhall be clear of all 
charge of impropriety, when I addrefs our national in- 
ltru&ors, and earneltly defire therii to conlider this 
caufe as peculiarly theirs. The world has been corrupt— 
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cd under pretence of moral inftruftion. — Backwardnefs 
therefore, on their part, may do inconceivable harm, 
becaufe it will moft certainly be interpreted as an ac- 
knowledgment of defeat, and they will be accufed of in- 
difference and infincerity. — I know that a modeft man 
reluctantly comes forward with any thing that has the 
appearance of thinking himfelf wifer or better than his 
neighbours. But if all are fo bafliful,, where will it end ? 
Mull we allow a parcel of worthlefs profligates, whom 
no man would truft with the management of the moft 
trifling concern, to pafs with the ignorant and indolent 
for teachers of true wifdom, and thus entice the whole 
world into a trap. They have fucceeded with our un- 
fortunate neighbours on the continent, and, in Germa- 
ny (to their fliame be it fpoken) they havd been aflifted 
even by fome faithlefs clergymen. 

But I will hope better of my countrymen, and I think 
that our clergy have encouragement even from the na- 
tive charafler of Britons. National comparifons are in- 
deed ungraceful, and are rarely candid — but I think they 
may be indulged in this inftance. It is of h^« ojvn coun- 
trymen that Voltaire fpeaks, when he fays, 46 that they 
refemble a mixed breed of the monkey and the tiger," 
animals that mix fun with mifchief, and that fport with 

the torments of their prey. ^They have indeed given 

the moft ftiocking proofs of the juftnefs of his portrait. 
It is with a confiderable degree of national pride, there- 
fore, that I compare the behaviour of the French with 
that of the Britifh in a very fimilar fituation, during the 
civil wars and the ufurpation of Cromwell. ' There have 
been more numerous, and infinitely more atrocious, 
crimes committed in France during any one half year 
fincelhe beginning of the Revolution, than during the 
whole of that tumultuous period. And it Ihould be re- 
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riierobered, that to all other grounds of difcontenr was 
added no fmall fhare of religious fanaticifm, a paffion 
(rtiay 1 call it) which feldom fails to roufe every angry 

thought of the heart. -Much may be hoped for from 

an earneft and judicious addrefs to that rich fund of 
manly kindnefs that is confpicuous in the Britifh charac- 
ter—a fund to which I am perfuaded we owe the excel, 
lence of oik conftitutional government — No where elfe 
in Europe are the claims of the different ranks in fociety 
fo generally and fo candidly admitted. All feel their, 
force, and all allow them to others. Hence it happens 
that they are enjoyed in fo much peace — he^ce it hap- 
pens that the gentry live among the yeomen arid farmers 
with fo eafy and familiar a fuperiority : 

* ■■ E xtrema ptr illos 

Jfufiitia excedens terris vejligia fecit. t 

Our clergy are alfo well prepared for the taflc. For 
our anceftors differed exceedingly from the prefent Illu- 
minators in their notions, and have enacted that the 
clergy fhall be well inftru&ed in natural philofophy, 
judging that a knowledge of the fymmetry of nature, and 
the beautiful adjuftment of all her operations, would 
produce a firm belief of a wifdom and power which is 
fhe fource of all this fair order, the Author and Con- 
ductor of all, and therefore the natural objeft of admi- 
ration and of love. A good heart is open to this impref- 
fion, and feels no reluctance, but on the contrary a 
pleafure, ii> thinking man the fubjeft of his goverment, 
and the object of his care. This point being once gain- 
ed, I fhould think that the falutary truths of Religion 
will be highly welcome. I (hould think that it will be 
eafy to convince fuch ftiinds, that in the midft of the 
immenfe variety of the works of God, there lis- one 
great plan to which every thing feems to refer, namely, 
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the crouding this w6rld, to the utmoft degree of pofli- 
bility, with life, with beings that enjoy the things around 
them, each in its own degre6 and manner. Amon£ 
thefe, man makes a mod confpicuous figure* and the 
maximum of his enjoyments feems a capital article in thfc 
ways of Providence. — It will, I think, require little 
trouble to fhew that the natural di&ates of Religion, or* 
the immediate refults of the belief of God's moral go- 
vernment of the univerfe, coincide, in every circum- 
ftance of fentiment, difpofition, and condu£t, with thoft 
that are moft produ&ive of enjoyment (on tht whole) iA 
focial life. The fame train of thought will fliew, that 
the real improvements in the pleafures of focietyi are, ifk 
fafl, improvements of man's rational natujre, attd fo m&- 
ny fteps toward that per fe&ion which our ownconfciences 
tell us we are capable of, and which Religion encoura- 
ges us to hope for in another ftate of being. And thus 
tyifi " the ways of Wifdoih appear to be ways of plea- 
fantnfcfs, and all her paths to be peace." 

Dwelling on fuch topics, there is no Occafion for anf 
political difcuffion. , This wotild be equally improper 
and hurtful. Such difcuflions never fail to produce ill- 
humour.— But furely the higheft complacence mud re- 
fult from the thought that we are co-operating with the 
Author of all wifdom and goodnefs, and helping forward 
the favorite plans of his providence. Such a thought 
muft elevate the mind which thus recognifes a fort of al- 
liance with the Author of nature. — Our brethren in fo- 
ciety appear brethren indeed* heirs of the fame hopes, 
and travelling to the fame country. This will be 4 
fort of moral patriotifm, and Ihould, I think, produce 
mutual forbearance, fince we difcover imperfections itk 
all creatures, and are confcious of them' in ourfelves— * 
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ijotwithftanding which, y$ hope to be ?U eqjiai latft ia 
worth and in happin^fs, 

I fliould gladly hope that I {hall not be ^ccufed of 
prefumption in this addrefs. There is po profeffion 
that I more fincerely refpeQ; than that of the religiouj 
and moral inftru&or of my country. I am faying no^ 
thing here that I am not accuftomed to urge at much 
greater length in the cpourfe pf my profelfional dtity. 
And I do not think that I am juftly chargeable with va- 
nity, when I fuppofe that many years pf delightful ftudy 
of the works of God have given me fomewhat more ac- 
quaintance with them than is prpbably attained by thofe 
who never think of the matter, being continually engag- 
ed in the buftle of life. Should one of this defcription 
fay that all is fate or chance, and that " the fame thing 
. happens ta all," &c. as is but too common, I fhould 
think that a prudent man will give fo much preference to 
tny affeuion, as at feaft to think fcrioufly about the thing* 
before he allow himfelf any indulgence in things which I 
affirm to be highly dangerous to his future peace and hap- 
pinefs. For this reafon I hope nQt to be accufed of going 
out of my line, nor hear any pne fay, " Ne 'jutor ultra 
crepidam" The prefent is a feafon of anxiety, and it is 
the duty of every man to cp^tributs his mit^ to the ge- 
neral good. 

It is in fome fuch bope$ that I have written thefe pa- 
ges ; ajidif they have any fucheffeft, I.ftaJl think my- 
felf fortunate in having by chance hit on fomething u fe- 
tal, when I was only trying to amufe myfelf during the 
tedious hours of bad health and confinement. No per- 
fbn is more fenfible of the m^ny imperfections of this 
performance than myfelf. But, as I have no motive 
for the publication but the hppe$ of dqifig fome good, X. 
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truft that I (hall obtain a iavorable acceptance of toy en- 
deavours from an intelligent, a candid, and a good-na- 
tured public. I muft entreat thatitbe remembered that 
thcfe flieets are not the work of an author determined to < 
write a book. They were for the moft part notes, which \ 
I took from books I had borrowed, that I might occa* 
fionally have recourfe to them when occupied with Free- 
Mafonry, the firft object of my curiofity. My curio- 
fity was diverted to many other things as I went along, 
and when the Illuminati came in my way, I regretted 
the time I had thrown away on Free Mafonry. — But, J 
obferving their connexion, I thought that I perceived^ 
the progrefs of one and the fame defign. This made me | 
eager to find out any remains of Weiftiaupt*s Aflbcia- j 
lion. I was not furprifed when I faw marks of its in- 
terference in the French Revolution — In hunting for 
clearer proofs I found out the German Union — and,' in, - 
fine, the whole appeared to be one great and wicked pro^ 
jeQ, fermenting and working N over all Europe.— Some 
highly refpeQed friends encouraged me in the hope of 
doing fome fervice by laying my informations before the 
public, and faid that no time (hould be loft.— I there- 
fore fet about collefting my fcattered fads.— I under- 
took this tafk at a time when my official duty preffed 
hard on me, and bad health made me very unfit for ftu- 
dy. — The effefts of this muft appear in many faults, 
which I fee, without being able at prefent to amend 
them. I owe this apology to the public, and I truft 
that my good intentions will procure it acceptance.* 

* While the fheet commencing p. 354 was printing off, I got * 
fight of a work publifhed in Paris laft year, entitled La Conjuration 
d* Orleans. It confirms all that I have faid refpec*tfng,the ufe made ; 
of the Free Mafon Lodges. — It gives a. particular account of , the. 
formation of the Jacobin Club, by the Club Breton. This laft ap-j 
pears to have been, the Aflbciation formed with the alfiftaace of thg 
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i . N^ing would give me more firifecre pleafure than to> 
fee the whole proved to be a miftaBce ;*^to be convinced* 
that there is no fuichrplot* and thit wo run no rifk of the! 
contagion ; bvtt ^hat Britain will continue, by the abid-»; 
ing prevalence of honor,' of virtiie, and of true religion* 
exhibit the faireft.fpecimen of civil government that 
ever was feen xjueacth, and a national chara&er aftd con- 

Cterman Deputies. . TIje f Jacobin Club Sad feveral committees , fiw 
zmlarto thofe of the National AfTembly. • Among others, it had a 
Committee of tnquiry and Correspondence, wfiofe bufmefs it was 
to gain partisans, to' difcover enemies, to decide on the merits of 
tfre Brethren, ^andto form fimilar Clubs in other places. 11 

The author of the above-mentioned work writes as follows (vol, 
3v p. 19.) We may judge of what the D. of Orleans could do hi 
*p$her places, by what hedi4during v his ft%y in England, Durjng 
ftay ip London* he gained over to his intereft Lord Stanhope 
gnd Dr. Price, two of the moft refpe£ablc members of the Revolu* 
fi<pL,Socity., This Society had no othei 4 ©bje# (it faid) but to fop- 
port t|ie Revolution, which had driyen James if. from the throne 
of nis anceftors. 

^Orleans made of this aflbciatioii a true Jacobin Clu&--It enter- 
ed into correspondence with the Committee of Enquiry of pur Com- 
mune, with the fame Committee of our Jacobin Club, and at laft 
with our National AfTembly. It even fent to the Affembly an o£ 
tenfible letter, in which we may fee the following paflages : 

« The Society congratulates the National Affembly of France 
on the Revolution which has taken place in that country. It can* 
not but earneftly wifh for the happy conclufion of fo important a 
Revolution, and, at the fame timey exprefsthe extreme fatisfaction 
which it feels in reflecting on the glorious example which France 
has given to the world." (The ReaderVill remark, that in this 
example are contained all the horrors which had been exhibited in 
France before the month of March 1790; and that before this 
time, the conduct of the D. of Orleans on the 5th and o"th of Octo- 
ber 1789, with all the mocking atrocities of thofe days, were fullj 
knowaia England.) 
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dud ndt nntoor$y ;©£ tfee iiieftimablq bkffings thai ire 
enjoys Gur execjkat So vetctgn, at Jm, acgdfioa ta 
the throne* declared tee his Parliament tkdt <hj& olojliedj 
>n HiAvma ^rtN ECDRi# a Bjuatotf^Woi^d to God' 
that all and each of hi* CuhjeSb had.«te«aiafid the fcnnc 
lofty notions of this gtiuoqi ienttiqe. Then would they 
have laboured, as be ba&don&fc^iicaii 
fupport the honor of the Britifh name by fetting as 
bright an example of^orneftfc at*d r of public virtae:-^ 
Then wouU} Britcms have been ipdeed, the hoaff of hi^ 
^n^tyr-thep we fypyldhave vi^ed t^efe ^iffeed bfbt$ 
of our nqigfelpom* with % 6mtfe of ^tg^fe an/J pf 
c^er^ pity: — and there would have been no need of f^his 
imperfeft but vy^-itaeant performance. ' ' i * 

" The Society rdblvcs t&animottfly' to intite aft thr peopfc of 
England to cftablifli Societies through ; the kfagdbm, t» fijppq£t ttos 
principles of the RevoljUfon (look back to p. 3 ifr of this ^c*tj*10 
|orm.con:efDO»n4eiicCs between themfetve», r by liiie&jV^^ ta 
eftablifli a grcatconcertect Unfcn if all tie tftfe friends of Liberty^ 

Accordingly (fays the French authojr) this was executed, and 
Jacobin Clubs were cftabliihcd ih (eTQra| dtics of Ex^iiF, 8c<^r 
^(^ tod^la^i, * • ^ , 
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AL^HrOUGH I f^m***^ of Ac y$hv 

lidity of the proofs which I have offered in the pre- 
cediag; jftge^f >ar€QAfp«&cy ftgaiftft jhe 4te*«fft r iDterefts 
irf^tyrmim>0& $utQpt r mi PfitbQ ioiporW^ce of 
^hfoiWrimr i$ it gives pi^ gr<?iit 

fetkfa&toir to k»r|k that it 1 t|a#Jbeeli received with §yojr 
<and indulgence* Tfcis £irta#tf#r^|*<jk from tl^ ia^rdL- 
-flouts being exftau^&i io ja,fe\f d^j^and j^ca#fe *lhe 
publiffidr infQ^BisMe tlw^ anotftef e^itjon is ^an^; iny 
.mcdidtdly. I sauld Jftve wifl^d thai thi^ ; w e ,4?f er - 
red for fome tinnfe, that I might hfrye availed ipyfe|f of 
thei obfervataons of others and i>$ enabfcd tQ $qgte&. the 
i miftakes into whifch I. have be^ft led,t?y my fcanfy Rnow- 
. ledge &f the ;(Se3cmlUx lai^uatg^^fflpfd 4ie intakes of the 
writers from whom I derived all my informations. I 
:foov\d 9 in tfatidri^i hftve >a0ed|$|Hed tp ||}e, work 
imorei worthy of tbefMlblie eye^ ^y.;C<^^flu^ t m^y in|- 
perfeflioQ^ which trte continual d^tr^i^ 
.and my hafte tof tcjog it feefpre^hg p^lic^foavQ ocjafj- 
oned. I feoirW hav^ rafcde j&fcd*fp#faiq& ifto^ natural 
. and ^errpictious^ and hate l$ppe<& #ff fome, redundancy 
► ahd rejifctitionsi rfirut Jthfe ftfifttcr? telj$ mt 9 th$p ftyp *^oul4 
greatly retafd jhe publication, -fey- djpngiijg the. (cries 9f 
the; pages. At any rate, I am jnot #t prefentjp £ condi- 
tion to fengage in any work- thdt rejqyires difpatchi, I 
-muft yield thertfore to thofe r$afofls> and content myfdf 
^ith fucb corretiion* as can be made immediately. 
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: I have found, after minute enquiry, that I was mifta- 
ken as to the expreffion of an eminent follower of Dr. 
Prieftly, mentioned before. The perfon alluded to dif- 
claims all fanguinary proceedings, and my information 
arofe from a very erroneous account which was circula- 
ted of the converfation. But I ftill think the caution 
equally neceflary, which I recommended to the hearers 
of the frequent and violent Reclamations made by thofe 
alluded to, againft all feligious eftablifhments. 

Except the anecdote of Diderot's library, I do not 
recoiled another afTertion in the book, for which I have 
not the authority of printed evidence. This ^ory was 
told me by fp many perfons of credit, who- were on the 
fpot at the time, that I have no doiibt of its truth. A 

I alfo -find that I yas miftaken in my « cotijefture that 
-Mr. Le Franc communicated his fuipiciefcs of the horrid 
deffigrisof the Free Mafons to Ard&ifhop -OvbtL <It 
tauft have been to Mr. Lt Clerc d€ 9uign€,a moft woii 
thv prelate, whom the hatted of the Jacobins obliged to 
?lf into Switzerland; The Catholic ofergy were butch- 
•ered-or feaniftied, arid thte Jacobins fubftituted in their 
jpticbs futhw would fecond thieir views. . Gobtt was 
worthy *>f their confidence, and the Archbijkof of Tho&- 
loufe (.Brie fine) himfelf could not have ferved the caufeuf 
the plrfktfophtfts more dffe&ually, had they fucceededio 
their attempts to gethim continued A rchbifhop of Fan*. 

Asrihc poetital pi&u*eof unqualified Liberty anfl 
E^uility, and .the -indolent pleafures of >the patriarchal 
ltfe, a*e the charm by * which the Illuminator* hope' to 
fafdnate all -hearts, and as they reprobate every- con- 
ftruftion of fociety which tolerates any permanent fu- 
bdrdmation, and particularly fucbas* found this fubor- 
dinalion on diftin&ions of ranks, and fcout all pnvile- 
ge£ allowed to particular orders of men, I hope that it 
vill not ber thought foreign to the general purpofe of the 
foregoing Work^ if; I with great deference, lay before 
the Reader.: jbme of my reafbns for afferting, without 
hefitation, intet former part, that theflritifti conftiturioo 
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fc-tHfetratyr cRwrthat^ill-grtec j«i^Bcnt^bappifmfe to fe 
great and luxurious; nation, and is ^peculiarly calculated 
to giveifall exercife to the beft propensities of cultivate 
ed minds. 1 1 am * the- moire deftrous of doing this, , be* 
caufe it feetns tome that mod of the political writers on 
the3(k>ntinent, and many of my country ttfen, havcnei* 

\ ttttendednto . important;; circumftances which: diftjnguilft 
cur confthntion from the States General of Erance and 
mother countries*? /The republicans in France have, tines 
the Revolution, employed the pains in fearching tbeis 
TCc6rds, which, ought to • have been taken before; the corrf 
vocation of the States, :afld tthith would: r^proba^lv ha v$ 
prevemed that ttep altogether. They have ftiewn that 
the meetings of the^katefr if weexcept that in i6t4 and 
1 483) were uniformly OGsafipi^ of rnutuai contefts be- 

„ tween the different Orders^ in which the jnterejts of the 
nation and the authority of the Crown were equally for- 
gotted, and th^ kingdom was plunged. into~allthe4K>rv 
yorgiof a rancorous civil war, , Of this they give us a 
remarkable inftance during the captivity t of King John 
* n J 35S2unbd 1356, the horrprsof which.were hardly ex- 
ceeded >by any thing that has happened in our days. 
They rfcjiv^ihewn the fame difmai confluences of xh$ 
aflerably of the different Orders in Brabant; and ttiU 
Aioxe remarkably in Sweden and Denmark* where they 
Jbave frequently produced jl revolution and change of 
government, all of which have terminated in the abfqlute 
.government, either .of the Cro^tn, or of one of the con- 
tending ; Qrders. They laugh at the fimplicity of the 
Britifti for expe&ing that the permanent fruit?? of four 
conftitution, which is founded on the fame jarring prinl 
ciples> ftteU be any better and aflerv that the peacea- 
ble exefjeife of its feveral powers for fotnewhat mors 
than a {century (a thing never experienced by us in for- 
mer times) ha& proceeded from circumftances merely 
accidental. With, much addrefs they have fele&ed the 
former difturbances, and have conne&ed them by a fort 
of principle, fo as to fupport their lyftem, 44 that a 
States General or Parliament, conlifting of a reprefen- 
tation of die different cJaffes of citizens, can never deli- 
berate for the general gpod, but muft always occupy 



Digitized by 



«JSTSCRlFTi 



Aefr time hf e&mentioiw about their ttnttmal mrafibns 
6f privilege, and wili faddie every aid to the executive 
power, wkh fome unjuft and ruinous aggrandifamcm of 
the victorious Order/* They toave the effirdntej^r irirgiVe 
the Magna Ctf A*f a as an inftance of an ufarpation of 
the great feudatories* and have reprfcfeated it in fiich a 
light as to make it the game of their writers arrti6f th« 
tribunes.— All this they have dote in fcrder totfecorrcite 
the minds of the fetr thinking men tif tbe flatten* to ita 
abolition of the different Ordtra«tftl»St^ 
National Convention inthe' fbrmof a chadttCrAafecf 
Frenchmen, One and indivifible;: v 

' Mn krtejvn/tarM fycfrfa JMM }fr*M f 

cufn Juris, jtnt pmdkrk b&kntth fbjidiS* > 

• Their reafonings W6uld &g jflft, Mid A«r^¥«oft*6t|t 
hiftory would i>e convincing, it tfteir ^fii}^*^ 1 ^ 
ff the Britifh Parliament were tekiVy'm S<feih% rifltim 
Ofders, either perfbnaHy, 6t fry rfeprefcrftat&M* deKtaf- 
rating apart, eateh having '*4>ito oh the dedfitfhs of tfcfe 
other two. And I apprehfchd that mdft of n*y tomttf- 
men, who have notf had occkfidh fo fcaflVfcfsi the ffibj<*& 
,with much attention, fupp6fe fliis"'ttt bfc' tttitty the Bit- 
tifh Conftitutiort : for, in thd ordinary tiabte tmv&f4- 
! tionson the fubjea, they fetdom go fertfcKf* af^Xfitk 
with great compfcicence of the bakhefe of heftfle paitftfrt, 
of the King as the umpire of differences, and dftfee jifcicfe 
and profperity that refults from thfe whtfte. > : r 

But I cannot help thinking that this is £ rtriftotf^j)*?- 
on, atmoft in every circumftance?. I d6 n&i kifOtf atty 
oppofite interefts in the State, ixfept the getfeM bfte df 
the governor and the governed, the king and thfe fuB- 
jefcl. — If there is an umpire in our eonftitution, it is tlfe 
houfe of Lords— but this is not as a reprefetitatfcm 6f 
the perfons of birth, but a$a court of hereditary tftagif- 
trates : the Peers do not meet to defend their o\frrt privi- 
leges as citizens, but either as the counfetlofs of tffe 
King, or as judges in the laft rcfort. * The ^rfvile'ges for 
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yhich we fee t&em foraetiin^ contend^ a?e not the pri- 
vileges of the higlvbona^ of the great vaffals of the- 
£rown, hut the privileges of the Houfe of Lords, of 
tibe fupreme Court of Judicature, or of the King's 
Council* In all the nations on the Continent, the dif- 
ferent Orders, a& they :xk& called, of the State, are cor- 
|u>rations, hodies pofiiic^ which have jurifdiftion within 
Uiemfelvev and rights which they can maintain at their 
$wa hand, and privileges which mark) them motl diftinft- 
tyi and prodycefuchja complete fepai^tion between the 
different, Orders, that they can no more mix than oil 
and water. Yet the great, prefident Montefquieu lays, 
that the Reerageof England is. a body-.of Nobility ; and 
be ufes the terra body in the ftri& fenfe now mentioned, 
as fynonomdus to corporation; He has reputedly ufed 
tfeis term to denote the fecond order <pf FreRchmen, per- 
fens of noble birth, 017 ennobled (that is, vefted in the 



J^w, and having a^hority to maintain; their privileges* 
Yhe hiftory of France, nay of oiir own country, fliows 
us that this body may enjoy all its diftinfctions of nobi- 
lity, and that the Great Barons may enjoy the preroga- 
tives, of their baronies, although the authority of the 
Crown is altnoft annihilated.^ We have no cogent rea- 
son, therefore, for thinking that they will be coriftantly 
careful to fi&pport the authority of the Crown ; and much 
lefe to believe that they will, at the fame time, watch 
pver the liberties of the people. * In: the ele&ion of theitf 
reprefent<fctive& £foi? the whole body of, the gentlemen 
mud appear by representation) we mull not expect that 
they will feleft fuch of their own number as will take 
nare -of thofe two effential objeQis of our conftitution. — 
JLquaiiy jealous, of the aothottity of the Crown and of the 
enQroach^ients of ait thole who arej not gentlemen, and 
even .fearSui of the, affumptiohs of tlie grekt Barorrs, the 
po werfiit individuals of then; own order, they will always 
choofe; fuch repr^fentativ^s ai will defend their own 
eights in thefii-ft place.. Such perfons arc by no means 
fit for maintaining the proper authority of the Cro.wn, 
and keeping the representatives of the lower claffes with- 




in proper bounds* 
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- But v d)is is not the nature .of our Houfe of Lords for 
tbe prefcnt day. It was fo formerly in a great meafure/ 
and had the fame effe&s as in other countries. But 
fince the Revolution, the Peers of Gueat Britain have no. 
important privileges which relate merely or chiefly to 
birth. Thefe all refer, to their fun&ions as Magiftrates 
of die fuprerne Court. The King can, at any time, place 
in this Houfe any eminent perfon whom he; thinks wor- 
thy of the office of hereditary m^giftrate. The Peers 
are noble — that is, remarkable, iiluftrious ; but are not 
necelTarily, nor in every inftanjee,. performs of .high birth. 
This Houfe therefore is not, in any fort, the reprefenta- 
tive of what is called in France the Nobieffe— -a particu- 
lar caft of the nation; — nor is it a jun&ion of the prpprie-. 
tors of the great fees of the Crown, as fuch ;-r-for many,, 
very many, of the greateft baronies are in the hands of 
thofe we call Commoners. — They fit as the King's Coun- 
cellors, or as Judges. — Therefore the members of our 
Upper Houfe are. not fwayed by the prejudices of any 
clafs of the citizens. They are hereditary magiftrates, 
created by the Sovereign, tor his council, to defend his 
prerogatives, to hold the balance between the throne and 
the people. The greateft part ,of the Nobility (in* the 
continental fenfe of the word) are not called into this 
Houfe, but they may be members of the Lower Houfe, 
which we call the Commons ; nay thefons and the bro- 
thers of the Peers are inxhe fame fituation. The Peers 
• therefore cannot be hoftile or indifferent to the liberty, 
the rights, or the happinefs of the Commons, without 
being the enemies of their own fiwtoiliesJ 

Nor is our Houfe of Commons at all fimilar to the 
Third EJlate of any of the neighbouring kingdoms. 
They are not the reprefentatlves of the ignobly born, or 
of any clafs of citizens. The members are the proper 
reprefentatives of the whole, nation^ and confift of per- 
sons of every clafs, perfon^ of the higheft birth, perfons 
of great fortune, pexfons of education, of knowledge,; of 
.talents. . •• • " 
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' ' Thus the caufes of diffenfiori which refer to the dif- 
tin&ive rights or prerogatives of the* different claffes of 
•citizens are removed, becaufe in* each Houfe therie are 
<many individuals fele&ed from all the claffes. 

* A Peer, having attained the higheft honors of the 
Aate, iriuft be an enemy to every revolution. Revolu- 
tion niuR certainly degrade him, whether it places an abj» 
Solute monarch, or a democratic junto, on the throne. 

The Sovereign naturally looks for the fupport of the 
Vpper Houfe, and in every meafure agreeable to the 
COuftitution, and to the public weal, exerts his influence 
oh the Houfe of Commons. Here the chara&er of the 
monarch and his choice of minifters muft appear, as in 
fchy other conftitution ; but with much lefs chancef of 
danger to political liberty.— ^The ^reat- engine of mo- 
narchy in Europe, has heen /the jarring privileges Of fche 
ftifferient Orders ; and the Sovereign, by fiding with one 
of thetp, Obtained acceffions of prerogative ahd power.— ^ 
It was thus that, under the Houfe of Tudor,- our con- 
ftitutiofi advanced with hafty ftrtdes to abfolute monar- 
chy i and would have attained it, had James the Firffc 
<been as able as he was filling to fecure what he firmly 
Relieved ,to be the divide rights of his Crown. 

I do not recotle& hparing the lower r?u)ks of the State 
Venting much of their difcpments agaiflft the Peers, knd 
they feem to perceive jptetty cle^rty the advantages furiu 
*in^ from their prerogatives. They feem ip look up tp 
them as the firft who will jproteQ: them agamft the agent$ 
pT fovereignty. They know that a man rtiay rife from 
the loweft ftadqn to the peerage, and that in that exaltal 
^tipn he remains connected with themfelves by the deardft 
ties ; afnd the Houfe of Commons take n<> offefnce at 
the creation of new Peeys, becaufe their privileges as a 
Court, and their private rights, are not affe&ed by it. 
Accordingly, the HOufe has always bppofed every pro- 
ject of limiting the King's p«rc^ive in this refpe£U 

3A * 
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How unlike is all this to the conftitution confiQjng'of 
the pure reprefentatives of the Privileged Orders of thg 
Continental States. The felf-conceited conftitutionak 
ids of France faw fomething in the Britifh Parliament 
which did not fall in with their own hajly notions, and 
prided themfelves in not 'copying from us. This would 
have indicated great poverty of invention in a nation ac* 
.cuftomed to confider itfelf as the teacher of mankind* 
The moft fenfible of them, however, wiflied to have a 
conftitution which they called an improvement of ours ; 
and this ^s the fimple plan of a reprefentation of the two 
jor three Orders of the State. t Their Upper Houfe. 
lhoujd contain the reprefentatives of 100,000 nobleffe. 
The Princes of the Blood and Great Barons fhould 
in it of their own right, and the reft by deputies. Th§ 
Lower Houfe, ox Tiers Etat, fhouidconfift of <~ 
from thofe ignobly born ; fuch as merchants 
the lower offices of the law, artifans, , peaW^ k 
fmall number of freeholders. Surely it needs oo i 
refleftion to teach us what fort of deliberatiflPf 
occupy fuch a houfe. . Jt would be a moft ^f^ ^gt 
pation however, to perufe the hiftory of France, anaoF 
other nations, and fee what really did occupy the Tierp 
Etat thus conftru&ed, and what were their P r QQ$f djjjg^ 
their decifions, and the fteps which they tpok to mate 
them effectual. I have no doubt but that this ftudy 
would cure moft of our advocates for general ^Um|^Utj, 





and for general fuffrage. I have lately read t ,Y£ 
Villaret's Hiftory of France (by the bye, the Abj^^ 
jruel has (hewn that the Club cr Holbach managed tlfe pub- 
lication of this Hiftory after the firft eight or ten vo- 
lumes, and flipped into it many things fuited to their im- 
pious projefl) and the accounts of the troublefome reigns 
of John, and Charles his fucceflbr, by authors who 
wrote long before the Revolution; arid they filled me 
with horror. The only inftance that I met with of any 
thing like moderation in the claims and dilutes of the 
different Orders of their States General, and of patriot- 
ifm, or regard for the general interefts of the State, i$ in 
their meetings during the minority of Charles VII^V 
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W?th rfcfpeft to the limitations of the eligibility into 1 
ttte Houfe of Commons, I think that there can be no 
doubt that thofe fliould be excluded whofe habits of 
nfeedy and laborious life have precluded them from all 
Opportunities of acquiring fome general views of politi- 
cal relations. Such perfonsare totally unfit for delibe- 
rations, where general or comprehenlive views only ard 
to be the fubje&s of jdifcuffion ; they can have no con* 
ceptions of the fubjeft, and therefore no fteady notions 
or opinions, but muft change them after every fpeaker, 
arid muft become the dupes <jjf every demagogue. 

But there are other circumftances which make me 
think that, of all the clafles of citizens, the land propri- 
ctors.ar Ahe fitted for holding this important office, t 
do not infer this from their having a more real connec- 
tion with the nation, and a ftronger intereft in its fate — 
I prefer them on account of their general habits of 
thought. Almoft all their ordinary tranfaftions are fuch 
as make them acquainted' with the interefts .of others^ 
x;aiife them to conlider thofe in general points of view ; 
and, in fhort, mpft of their occupations are, in fome 
degree, national. They are accuftomed to fettle differl 
ehces between thofe of lower ftations — they are frequent- 
ly in the King's commiffion as Juftices of the Peace. 
AM thefe circumftances make them much apter fcholars 
iti that political knowledge, which is abfolutely necefTa- 
ry for a member of the Houfe of Commons. But, be- 
fides this, I have no hefitation in faying that their turn 
of mind, their principles of conduft, are more general- 
ly fuch as become a Senator, than thofe of any other 
clarfs of men. This clafs includes almoft all men of fa r 
mily. I cannot help thinking that even what is called 
family pride is a fentiment in their favor. I am con- 
vinced that all our propehfities are ufeful in fociety, and 
that their bad effefts arife wholly from want of modera- 
, tion in the indulgence of them, or fometimes from the 
impropriety of the occafion on which they arc exerted. 
What propenfity is more general than the defire of ac- 
quiringpermanent* confideration -for ourfelves and our 
families ? Where is the man to be found lb mean-fpirk- 
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cd as not to value himfelf for being born of creditable 
parents, and for creditable domeftic connexions ? h 
tbis wrong becaufe it has beert abufed ? So then is every 
pre-eminence of office ; and the directors of republican 
France are as criminal as her former Nobles. This pro t 
penfity of the human heart fliould no mor^ be reje&ed 
than the defire of power. It fhould be regulated — but 
it fhould certainly be made ufe of as one of the means 
of carrying on the national bufinefs. I think that we 
know fome of its good effe&s — It incites to a certain 
propriety of conduft that is generally agreeable: — its bor 
neftyi^ embelliflied by a manner that makes it more 
pleating. There is fomething that we call the fckaviour 
of a Gentleman that is immediately and uniformly tift- 
derltood. The plaineft peafant or labourer wiH fay of a 
man whom he efteems in a certain way, " He is a Gen- 
tleman, every bit of him"— and he is perfe&ly under^ 
flood by all who hear him to mean, not a rank in life, 
but a turn of mind, a tenor of conduct that is amiable 
and worthy, and the ground of confidence* — I remark* 
with fome feeling of patriotic pride, that thefe are phra- 
fes almoft peculiar to our language— in Ruflia the words 
would have no meaning. But there, the Sovereign is a 
defpot, and all but the Gentry are (laves ; and the Gen- 
try are at no pains to recommend their clafs by fuch a 
diftin&ion, nor to give currency to fuch a phrafe.— I 
would infer from this peculiarity, that Britain is the hap- 
py land, where the wifeft ufe has been made of tins pro- 
penlity of the human heart. 

If therefore there be a foundation for this peculiarity, 
the Gentry are proper obje&s of our choice for filling 
the Houfe of Commons. 

If theoretical confiderations are of any value in quef- 
tions of political difcuffion, I would fay, that we have 
good reafons for giving this clafs of citizens a great (hare 
in the public deliberations. Befides what I have alrea- 
dy noticed of their habits of conftdering things in gene- 
ral points of view, and their feeling a clofer connexion 
with the nation than any other cJaS* I would fay th^t 
i 
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thfe pofcer'tefc mflwetwe fthkfitiaturiHy attack te> their 
beki^ ceilled to offices of public truft, will probably be 
better lodged in their hands. If they are generally le+ 
k&ed for thefe officer, they cbrae to conlider them as 
parts of their civil condition, as fituations natural to 
them. They will therefore exercife this power and in-r 
fluenCewtth the moderation and calmnefs of habit— they 
a*e do novelties* to them— they are not afraid of lofmg 
them therefore, when in office, they do not catch at 
the opportunities : of exercifitig them. This is the ordi- 
nary cond-utt of men* and therefore is a ground of pro* 
bable reafonmg.*— In fttort, I fhould exped from our 
Gentry fom&what of gencrpfuy and candour, which 
would temper the commercial principl e, which feems to 
regulatethe -national tranfo&ionsof raoderfr Europe, and 
whofeiefiecls feem lefs friendly to the beft imereft of hu^ 
maiiky, than evea the Roman principle of glory, 

The Reader will now believe that I would not re- 
jcfcramend the filling the Houfeof Commons with mer- 
chants,; although they feem to be the natural Reprefenta- 
-lives of the ifconied iritereft of the nation. But I do not 
wifli to confider that* Houfe as the Representative of 
any Orders whatever, or to difturb its deliberations with 
any debates On their jarring inoerefts. The man of pure- 
ly commercial notions disclaims all generality — recom- 
mends honefty becaufe it is the beft policy — in Ihort, 

places the value of a thing in as much money as 'twill 
bring." I fhould watch the condud of fuch men more 
narrowly than that of the Nobles. Indeed, thfe hittory 
xrf Parliament will fhow that the Gentry have not been 
the mod venal part of the Houfe. The Illumination 
which now dazzles the world aims direftly at multiply- 
ing the number of venal members, by filling the fenates 
of Europfe with men who may be bought at a low price. 
Minifterial corruption is the fruit of Liberty, and free- 
dom dawned in this nation in Queen Elizabeth's time, 
when her jninifter bribed Wentworth.-— A wife and free 
JLegiflation will endeavour to make this as expenfive and 
trouWefctne a?? poffible, and therefore wilt neither admit 
, univerfal fufti^e nor a very extcnlivc eligibility. - 
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Thefe two circumftantes, be fides opening a wider floor to 
corruption, tend to deftroy the very intention of all civil 
conftkutions. The great objed in them is, to make a 
great number of people happy. Some men place their 
chief enjoyment in meafunng their ftrength with others, 
and love to be continually employed in canvafling, in. 
triguing, and carrying on fome little pieces of a fort of 
public bulinefs ; to fuch men univerfal fuffrage and eK- 
gibility would be paradife — but it is to be hoped that 
the number of fuch is not very great : for this occupa- 
tion muft be accompanied by much difquiet among their 
neighbours, much diifenfion, and mutual offence and HI- 
will — and the peaceable, the indolent, the ftudious, and 
the half of the nation, the women, will be great fufferers 
by all this. In a nation pofleffing many of the comforts 
and pleafures of life, the happieft government is that 
which will leave thq greateft number poflible totally un- 
occupied with national affairs, and at full ^berty to en* 
joy all their domeftic and focial pleafures, and to do this 
with fecurity and permanency. Great limitations in the 
right of elefcting feems therefore a circumftance neceffa*- 
ry for this purpofe ; and limitations are equally neceffa- 
ry on the eligibility. When the offices of power and 
emolument are open to all, the fcramble becomes uni- 
verfal, and the nation is never at peace. The road to a 
feat in Parliament fhould be acceffible to all ; but it 
fhould be long, fo that many things, which all may in 
time obtain, fhall be requifite for qualifying the candi- 
date. The road Ihould alfo be fuch that all fhould be 
induced to walk in it, in the profecution of their or- 
dinary bufinefs ; and their admiffion into public offices 
fhould depend on the progrefs which they have made in 
the advancement of their own fortunes. Such regulati- 
ons would, I think, give the greateft chance of filling the 
offices with perfons fitteft for them, by their talents, their 
experience, and their habits of thinking. Thefe habits, 
and the views of life which a man forms in confequenee 
of his fituation, are of the utmoft importance. 

After all thefe obfervations, I muft ftill recur to a 
pofuion which I have repeated more than once, namely, 
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our conftitution, which nearly embraces - all thefe 
^jiteuraftances, has attained its prefent excellence chiefly 
|p confequence of the innate worth of the Britilh characr 
t£r* About the time of the Conqueft* our conftitution 
fea^dly differed from that of France. But the clafhing 
©f v jnterefts between the different Orders of the fubje£U 
was not fo rancorous and obftinate — thefe Orders melt- 
ed more eafily together — the purity of the principle of 
Representation in the States was lefs attended to,; and 
•wjaile the French Peers gradually left off minding any 
Ijufinefs but their own, and left the High Court of Ju- 
xjjcature to the ^lawyers, and the King to his Cabinet 
Qouncil, the Peers of Great Britain, overlooking their 
qwp lefs important diftin&ions, attended more to the 
.JJ^ate, became a permanent Council to the Sovereign in 
tl^adminiftrationand legiflation ; and, with a patriot- 
ifq^and a patience that are unknown to the other Gran- 
dees of Europe, continued to hear and to judge in all 
queftions ofjuftice and property between the inferior ci- 
tizens of the State. Britilh Liberty is the highly-prized 
fruit of all this worthy conduft, and moft people afcribe 
.it to the fuperior fpirit and independence of the national 
charaSer. It ftrikes me, however, as more furely in- 
.djcating fuperior virtue, and more judicious patriotifm; 
' and our happy conftitution is not more juftly entitled to 
the ^miration and refpeft that is paid to it by all Eu- 
rope, than to the affefiionate and grateful attachment of 
every true-hearted Briton. 

% Since the publication of this volume I have feen 
very remarkable work indeed, on the fapae fubjefSt, Me* 
moires pour fervir a VHijioirt du Jacobinifme^ par Mi 
t j^bbt BarrutL* This author confirms all that I have 

• feid of the EniightencrS) whom he very aptly calls Phi- 
tofophijls ; and of the abufes of Free Mafonry in France* 
He fhows, unqueftionably, that a formal and fyftema- 
tic confpiracy againfl Religion was formed and zealouf* 
ly profecuted by Voltaire, d'Alembert, and Diderot, 
affifted by Frederic II. King of Pruffia; and I fee that 
their principles and their manner of procedure have been 
ihe fame with thofe - of the German atheifts and anar- 
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cbifts. Like them they hired an Army of Writers ; Acy 
indullrioully puflied tlieir writings into^very houfe and 
every cottage. Thofe writings were equally calculated 
for inrflaming the fenfual appetites of men, and fo* 
perverting their judgment*. They endeavoured to get 
the command of the Schools, particularly thofe for the 
lower claffes; and they ereQied and managed a prodi- 
gious number of Circulating Libraries and Reading So- 
cieties. M. Barruel lays, that this gang of public cor* 
ruptors have held their meetings fornaany yda&$ ki the 
Hotel it Holhach at Paris, and that Voltaire was their 
honorary Prefident. The moft eminent members were 
d'Ahmbtrt, Diderot, Condercet^ La H&rpc, Turget^ La- 
fnoijrnon. They took the name of GEconpmis^s, and 
effected to be continually occupied with plans for in*- 
•proving Commerce, Manufaftures, Agriculture,; ft* 
nance, &c. and publifhed from time to time refpeft- 
able performances on thofe fubjefts. — *-But :fhek darl- 
ing projeft was to deftroy Chriftianity and all Reli- 
gion, and to bring about a total change of Govern- 
ment. They employed writers to cempofe corrupt- 
ing and impious books — thefe were revi fed by the So- 
ciety, and correOed till they fuited their-purpofe. A 
number were printed in a hand fo me manner, to defray 
the expence; and then a much greater .number were 
printed in the cheapeft form pofEble, and given 4or no- 
thing, or at very low ^prices, to hawkers and pedlars^ 
with irijun&ions to diftribute-them fecretly through -the 
cities and villages. They even hired perfons to fe»d 
*them to conventicles of thofe who had not kerned to* 
read * (See vol. i. 343 — 355-) 

* The author makes an obfervatfan whjch is as jgft as. it is . 
• agreeable. This atrocious gang foltcited, w&h the moft anxious 
. affiduity, the participation and patronage of the great ones of the 
world, and boaft of feveral very exalted names : Frgisric II. cf 
Pruffia, whom they call the .Solomon of the North, Catharine II. 
' Guftavus King of Sweden, the "King of Penmarfc, &c. &c. But in 
the whole feries of their correfpondence there is not the leaft trace 
of any encouragement or any hopes *from otir excellent SoiFereigti 
: George III. Defpifing the inceftfe xxf fush wretches, and deteft- 
. ing their fcience, he ias tndy mm^,\te*& \$f 
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J am patticulifrly fthick by a pofitibh of Abb6 Bar- 
rael, *" That Irrtligion afid MqU&Ufied Liberty and 
JLq&ality are tkigWvavrk and original Secrets of Wet Md- 
Jcfrcty y and the ultimatum of a regular progrefs through 
all its degrees" He fupportS this remarkable bofitioh # 
With grfcit ingenuity, ind many very pertinent fa&s. I ? 
ctfrifeftthat tkrw, wheh I have! got this ifftpreffion, I 
ftall find it very difficult to efface it. But I ttiuft alfo 
fiy 9 that this thought never ftrtick me, during ali the 
time that I have been occupied with it • nor have I ever; 
hekrd it, exptefFed by any fiiroth%r, except fuch as hid 
beeft ifttifttiifated ; and fuch Brethren always cotifiderecf 1 
this as all innovation or improvement on genuine liritiftT 
Free Mafotory. . I recoiled, indeed, that : Nicholai, iti 
his Accmm of the German R^fyeruciahs, fa^sy that th6"; 
objeft Of free Mafonry in England, firice the time of 
Jkttex tl. H Toleration in Religious Opinions, 
alifm had been the objeft befdEfe that tiitte".' ^ ^ 

The accoilnt which the Xbbf gives of the Chivilerie 
du Soleil is very conformable to one of the threfc rkuals 
in my poffeffion. His account of the Chevalerie de Rofe 
GMiity atofd Tom£othc*3, differ* cdnfrfe?abTf Ifoih th6fe 
ih tfly bb*. t have rtafcfo id thing that my materials' 
art trahfcripfs from the rituals, 8cc. which Rdfa intro- 
ckfcef&i&t^ ffig German Lodg^i,, becaifeihfe Write* d£ 
the greateft^part of them is aiViflh^itartrt 6f that city. 

4tfeiflfrfk1*fie Abfe^ 
fogg*ftfr # jileafing refleaiott; 7 All the Brethren on the? 
Coiitihent atgree in fayittg, that Frefe Kfolbnry was im- 
parted fro* Great Britain abbiat the beginhihg of this ; 
dentury, artd^feis in the form of a My ftical Society. It? 
Mas been afffiduoufly cultivated iii Brit&ifr cx# fince that; 

Wtng done mere fcr the refcl IfitmliatHoa ef tH* Wfrfdj bf th4 
promotion of true &ienee, than liotire %iV. with h|f pehfioaed 
Academicians, or than all the pretest Sovereigns of Europe uafc 
ed ; and has imifcrmly diftuiguilbed himfelf by hi? regard for true. 
Keligion, and everjr thing that is venerable and jScred. Thu 
oioinW ii ifaofi nfl praife i 
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time, and I bdityp that the F^tenpity i* ajorc W^a<gr r 
ous here, in prbportiqnto the pppuktion of ^£oui£ 
try, than in any other, kingdom ; yst in Britaja^t^ 
thren have never fufpe&ed that its prificipl^s wiyr| 
tious or atheiftical. While, th^ Free ,Mafopry t 
Gontinent was tricked up with alt the .frwp^SoT'' 
and ribbands, or was peryprted jto tte mojt profligi 
impious ^iirpofes, and the X-QQgp became 
Foppery, of Sedition, and " Impiety, it Jhas-xet yi 
Britain in original form, fipaj)le and unacjomef^aj 
Lodges have remaned tb^ f^es ofinnoccatm^rf 
or meetings of Charity and Beneficence. 
fe^fe and found iuckment§ of ?ritons have 'jpn 
tbein from tbe abfurd follies of Tranfrnjatatioi^ $U 
rpifing, and of Magic* fp their bpnejft hearts ani 
innate good difpofitiojis have made them, cletett j _ 
jeft the mad proje&s and impious do&rines of 4jl<jij 
polites, £picuriiis, and 4theifts. , ^ £ 

fortutyatos nimittPhi fu0 Ji bona nprint 





I have more confidence than ever in the fentimeqt 
which I expreffec^ as an encouragement for ourinaoral 
indructors ; and with greater eam^ft^efs do I, call on 
diem to refepe from corruption and impending ruift^a 
nation fo hjghiy deferwflg o£ tl\eir care* - tl rs :i ^ (M t ; 

Mr, Barrucl, in the eighteenth chapter ofhi^ wprkafcas 
fuggefted Come reflexions, which highly merit attention, 
and greatly tend to efface the impreflipn whiqh is i^ur- 
ally made on the minds of the unthinking and precipi- 
tant, when they obferve fucpha.liftof authpjs, w^bprn 
they have been acculic>med to admire, all leagu?4§g^iBft. 
Religion. I think, however, that nothing can more ef- 
fectually Ksnoveit, than what I have already, jtypwn.of 
the vile and difgraceful tricks which thefe fophifts have 
been guilty of to fupport their eaufe. The caufeof this 
numerous affociation "is diftin&ly feen in their vefv.^ro- 
cedure. The very firft ftep in their prMrelf 
vation of mannws. In ttys they have'laboural with as 
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touch earn^Rn^fs as either Spartacus, or Minos, or 
Bihrdt. It was a treat to me to learn that La Clofe^s 
abominable book ; Les 'Liafbn's Dangereufes, was not 
merely pandering for his patron Orleans, but alfo work- 
ing for his matters at lhe r Hotel d'Holbach. Nothing 
gives fuch certain bread to thofe authdrs, in the begin* 
ning of their career, as immoral and impure writings 
and with fuch did even their chief fet but, and fill his 
pockets; witnefs his Pucelle d' Orleans' j and even after 
they became the Jages of * franco they continued, either 
from coarfe taftfe or from ferious printiple; for the dia- 
bolical purpole of inflaming the paffions of others, to in-* 
terlard their graved perfoTmarices with irrtpi^re thoughts 
♦arid fentiments. Nay, thefecrct of the Hotel d'Hplbach 
fhews lis that, for any thing we know to the contVary, 
the vilelt produ&ions of their prefs may have been the 
compofitions of the o&ogfcriary Voltaire, ? of the fly d'A- 
lembert, or of the author of the Pere de Famille. What 
a pity it is that the Defline of the Roman Empire was not 
all written in England, and that its learned and elegant 
author, by going into their fociety, has allowed himfelf 
to be drawn into this muddy and degrading vortex I 

I fliould fcarcely afk for mOTe to di'fguft tne with the 
philofophy of thefe fages, and to make mcdiftruft all 
their pretentions to knowledge. The mearmefs of the 
conduft fuited the original poverty of the whble of them ; 
but its continuance ftrips them of all claims *o the name # 
of phil osophers. Their pretended wifdom is only cun- 
ning — and wb muft acknowledge that their <*>ndu6l was 
clever : for this mean of corruption, concealed or em- 
bellifhed by their talents for fentimental flang (I cart 
give it no better name) made their conversation and their 
wirings moft acceptable to their noble patrons. — Now it 
is that Religion, of necefiuy, tomes on the field ; for 
Religion tclis us, that thefe are mean pleafures for crea- 
tures born to our profpe&s ; and Chriftianity tells us, 
that they are grofstranfgreffions of the only jvjt morality. 
'The pfogrefs of the pupil will now be rapid ; for he wiH 
liften with 'willing ears to leffons which flatter his paffi- 
ons. Yet Voltaire thinks it ncceffary to enljvea the lef 
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fons by- a little of the falaifan, quelquts bons mats a-prtu 
fos aupres des f emmet, which he recommends to d'Alera- 
bert, who, it fcems, was deficient in this kind 4 of fmatt 
talk- ' % 

Surely all this is very unlike to wifdom ; and when 
we fee ttyat it is part of a plan, and this an obvious on6 9 
it (houki greatly leffen our wonder at the number of 
thefe admired infidels. If we would now proceed to * 
examine their pretenfions to fcience, on which they * 
Found their claim to the name ofphilofophers, wemufi 
•be careful to take the word in a fenfe that is unequivocal. 
Its true meaning is by no means what is commonly affign- 
ed to it, a lover of knowledge. It is a lover of wifdom ; 
and philpfpphy profefles to teach us what are the con- 
ftituents of human felicity, and what are the means of 
attaining it; what are our duties, and the general rules 
for our conduft. The ftoics were philofophers. The 
Ohriftians are alfo philofophers. The Epicureans and 
the Sophifts of France would alfo be called philofophers, 
I have put in my obje&ion to this claim already, and 
need not repeat my reafons for faying that their do&rines 
are not di&ates of wifdom. I fhall only add, that their 
own conduft fhows plainly that their principles had no 
effe£t on themfelves, becaufc we fee, from the feries of 
correfpondence which Mr. Barruel has laid before u$, 
that they do not fcruple to pra&ifevillanous and hypocri- 
tical tricks, which never fail to difgrace a man, and are 
totally irreconcileable with our notions of human digni- 
ty. Voltaire patiently took' a' caneing from an officer at 
Frankfort, for having wittily told lies of his fcholar Fre- 
deric, and his wifdom told nim that his honor was clear- 
ed by offering to meet the Major, each of them provid- 
ed with an inje&ion fyringe. This was thought fublime 
wit at Ferney. I do not fuppofe that the flave Epifte- 
tus, or the foldier Digby, would have ended the affair 
in this manner. Many of the deeds of wifdom of the 
club d'Holbach were more degrading than even this ; 
and I am confident that the whole of this phalanx of fages 
were confeious that they were treated by their patrons 
and pupils as Voltaire was treated by the Solomon of 
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tfce "-N^rtk, th^t their £otf$n$ of the *f 
were alfo the fams wtfh his. He give* (his account of it ^ 
|n his letter to his niece : " Le Roi lui ftvoit repondu ; 
« j'aurai befoin de Voltaire un ai) tout an plus^On prefTe 
Torange^et on jette l ecoree/ me fuis fait repefer ces 
douces paroles" — (How poor Voltaire would grin J)— r 
u Je vois bien qu'on a prefle l'orange — il faut penfer a 

. i But, j>s things ftand &t jprefcnt, philofpph^r means 
ipan of fcience* and in this fen fe of the \yQrd Qur fages 
Vlaim great re fp^fct. No claim can be worfe founded, 
Jt is aipufing to obferve the earneftnefs with which, they 
j^ommend theftudy of natural hiftory. One dQes not 
yeadily fee the connection of this with their oftenfiblq 
pbjefia the happiness of man. A perufal of Voltaire's 
letters, betrays the fecref. Many years ago h^. heard that 
jfpme obfervations on the formation of ftf ata ? and tbs 
foffils found in them, were incompatible with the ag^ 
which the Mofaic hiftory feems to afiign to this globe. 
Jfte mentions this with great exultation in fome of his 
early letters ; and, from that time forward, nev^r ceafe$ 
to enjoin his colleagues to prefs theftudy of natural hif* 
tory and co£mogony> and carefully to bring forwar4 
every faQ, which was hoftile to the Mofaic accounts. 1% 
became a ferious part of the exercifes. of their wealthy 
pupils* and their perplexing tlifcoveries were moft ofr 
tentatioufly difplayed. M. de Luc, a very eminent ruu 
turalift, has ftjewn, in a letter to the Chevalier Dr. Zim» 
mermann{publiflied 9 1 think, about thq year 1790) how 
very fcanty the "knowledge of thefe obfervers has been, 
and how ^precipitate have been their conclufioi v For 
my own part, I think the affair is of little confequence. 
Mofes writes the hiftory, not of tljis globe, but of the 
jrace of Adam. 

The fcience of thefe philofophers is not remarkable in 
other branches, if we except M. d'Alembert's mathema- 
tics.* Yet the impofing confidence of Voltaire' was 

* Never was there any thing more contemptible than the phyfi- 
cal and mech'anical pofitions in Diderot's great work, the Syftetne de 
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Aich, tlhat Ht paffes for * perfdn fulljr Infbtthdf, 9$}}$ 
pronounces on every fubjeft • wkh fo* ttucfc ab&oSfjffi 
with fuch a force of expreffion* and gfen^lly^AM 
much wit or pleafantry, that his heateti^&jid readers a$| 
fafcinated, and foon convinced of What they 'WHK to^o 
true. • • ' 

..... i ; 

It is not by the wifdom nor by the pfofofltid l&f<i 
ledge which thefe writers difplay, that they have ac^uip 
ed celebrity, a fame which has been fo pernicious, 
is by fine writing, by works addrefffed to the iriiig„ 
tion and to die affections, by excellent dramas, by 
fe&ing moral effays, full of expreffions 6f Afe \tt£k 
refpeft for virtue, the moft' tender benevolence^ atfd^ 
higheft fentiments of honor and dignity. — By 4 thefe trte! 
they fafcinate all readers ; they gain the efteem of'fhl! 
worthy, who imagine them fincere, and their pernicious 
doflrines are thus fpread abroad, and Ileal into the minds 
of the diffolute, the licentious, and the unwary. 

But I am writing to Britons, who are confided by 
Our neighbours on the Continent as a nation of philofo- 
phers— to the countrymen of Bacon, of Locke* of New- 
ton — who are ndt to be wheedled like children, butmuft 
be reafoned with asmen. — Voltaire, who decides with- 
out hefitation on the cha^&er of the moft diftant na- 
tions in the moft remote antiquity, *Jid not know u*t 
he came.among us, in the beginning of his career, with 
the higheft expe&ations of our fupport, and hoped to 
make his fortune by his Pucelle d'Orleans. It Was re- 
jected with difdain — but we publifhed his Hemriade for 
him : and, notwithftanding his repeated difappointments 

ia Nature (Barrud affirms, that he was the author, ancigot rop pif- 
toles for the copy, from the perfon wha related the ftory to him) 
that long ago round that Diderot had affifted Robinet to make, a 
book out of his Mafonic Oration which I mentioned in 8 page" 37. 
Robinet trufted to Diderot's knowledge in natural philofophy. But 
the Junto were afliamed of the bock De la Nature. Diderot feems, 
to have, after this, read Dr. Hartley's- book, and has greatly refined 
on the crude fyftem of Rbbfnet. But after all, the Svftsme de la Na- 
ture is contemptible, if it be confidered as pretending to what is re- 
ceived as fcience by a mechanical philofopher. 
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of the fame kind, he durft not offend his* countrymen by 
flandering us, but joined in the profound refpeft paid 
by all to Britifh fcience. — Our writers, whether on na- 
tural or moral fcience, are ftill regarded as ftandard claf- 
lics, and are ftudied with care. Lord Verulam is ac- 
knowledged by &very man of fcience to have given the 
firft juft defcription of true philofophy, pointed out its 
objetts, and ascertained its mode of procedure — And 
Newton is equally allowed to have evinced the propri- 
ety of the Baconian precepts by his unequalled fuccefs, 
Jud Mathcjifacem preferente. — The moft celebrated phi- 
lofophers on the Continent are thofe who have complet- 
ed by demonftration the wonderful guefTes of his p|ne- 
trating genius. Bailli, or Condorcet (I forget which) 
ftruck \yith die inconceivable reaches of Newton's 
tKoughts, breaks out, in the words of Lucretius, 

Te fequor, magna: gentls decus, inque tuts nunc 
Fixa pedum pono prejjis vefligia Jignis. 
Tu pater et rerum inventor 9 tu pairia njobis 
Suppeditas precepta, tuifque ex inclute cbartis 9 
JFloriferis ut apes in faltibus omnia lib ant y 
Omnia' nos itidem depafcimur aurea dida ; 
Aurea y perpetud femper dignifffma vita. 

After fuch avowels of our capacity to inftru£l our^ 
felves, fhall we ftill fly to thofe difturbers of the world 
for our leffons ? No — Let us rally round our own ftand* 
ard,s — let us take the path pointed out by Bacon— -let us 
follow the fteps of Newton — and, to conclude, let us fe^ 
rioufly confider a moft excellent advice by the higheft 
authority : 

" Beware of falfe prophets, who come to you in 
iheep's cloathing, but inwardly they are ravening wolvd 

BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM Do 

men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiftles ?" 



THE END. 
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